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CHURCH OF ST. MARY AND ST. EANSWITH, 
FOLKESTONE. 

BY W. A. SCOTT BOBEBTSON. 

THE first church, built upon this site, seems to have been founded by 
William de Averenches, during the year which followed the death of 
Archbishop William Corboil; that is in 1139. The deed,* by which 
WiUiam de Averenches granted this church to the monks of Folkestone, 
recites that, in the year 1095, Nigel de Muneville and Emma his wife, 
for the welfare of their own souls, and of the souls of the wife's parents, 
WiUiam de Archis (or Arques) and Beatrix his wife, gave to the Abbey 
of St. Mary at Louley, and to Ranulph, its Abbot, the Church of St. 
Mary and St. Eanswith of Folkestone, which stood within the Castle 
precincts. Respecting this new church, upon the present site, William 
de Averenches adds that, of their own free will, the monks of Folkestone 
desired to remove from the place within the Castle, where they had 
been founded, to a certain new church which he had given them, and 
to a certain place (that is the new Priory) next to that church. 

With the ancient Nunnery founded, according to Tanner, in A.D. 
630, at Folkestone, this church has no connection whatever, beyond 
its partial dedication to St. Eanswith. Whether the Nunnery was, or 
was not, founded so early as 630, it seems certain, according to Spelman, 
that it was in existence in A.D. 694, when the council of Beccanceld 
was held. The convent is mentioned in the Saxon will, dated A.D. 885, 
of Abba the Reeve, f He therein directs that his body shall be buried 
at Folkestone, to which he leaves 10 oxen, 10 cows, 100 ewes, and 
100 swine. He likewise leaves to the convent 50 pence, provided his 
wife should obtain admission therein, either with his body or after-
wards. A further clause directs that whoever shall possess his lands 
shall give, annually, to the convents of Folkestone and Lyminge, 50 
ambers of malt, 6 ambers of groats, 3 weys of bacon and cheese, and 
400 loaves, 1 ox, and 6 sheep. What became of the Folkestone 
convent is matter of great doubt. Capgrave, in his 'Life of St. 
Eanswith,' says the Nunnery was swallowed up by the sea. In 
Twysden's ' X. Scriptores,' however, we are told that it was destroyed 

* Dugdale's' Monasticon,' vol. iv., pp. 673-4, 
f Thorpe's' Diplomatarium,' pp, 470-1. 
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by the Danes. This statement is supported by the only documentary 
evidence that remains. A charter, granted by King Athelstan to 
Christ Church, Canterbury, in A.D. 927, mentions that the Nunnery 
had been destroyed by the Heathen* (" antequam pagani destruxissent 
locum ilium "). 

At all events the destruction, whether wrought by the sea, or by 
the Danes, had taken place long before the Domesday Survey, or the 
Norman Conquest. 

The five churches mentioned by the Domesday Survey, when it 
describes Wilham de Archis' property of Fulchestan, were, as Hasted 
has very properly pointed out, not in the town, nor in the present 
parish. They were those which then existed within the limits of the 
Honour, or Barony, of Folkestone. The extent of that Honour is 
proved by the enumeration, in Domesday, of no less than ten knights 
who held lands, within the Honour, from William de Arques (or 
Archis) its Lord. The five churches may probably have been those of 
Folkestone, Alkhani, Mauregge, now called Capel, Hawkinge and 
Cheriton. There was but one church at Folkestone in A.D. 1291, 
when the ' Taxatio' of Pope Nicholas IV. was made, and that was 
certainly the existing Church of St. Mary and St. Eanswith, 

Of the original church built upon this site, in A.D. 1139 according 
to the charter already cited, no remains can be pointed out. Although 
the charter of the founder is cited from a record of so late a date as 
the fourth year of Henry IV., it is particular in connecting the WiUiam 
de Averenches, who first built upon this site, with John Bishop of 
Rochester, who acted as custodian of the temporalities of the See of 
Canterbury, upon the death of Archbishop Corboil, hi 1138. Other-
wise we might fairly be inclined to believe that the builder of the first 
church, on this site, was the last WiUiam de Averenches. He lived 
in the time of King John, from whom he obtained confirmation of the 
grant of a weekly market here, which had been previously accorded to 
Jeffrey Fitz Peter. Certainly the architecture of the existing chancel 
proves that it was either built, or renewed, in the 13th century, and 
possibly during the lifetime of the last Wilham de Averenches. 

About forty years after this church is said to have been founded 
here, the incumbent of Facheston (who was also parson, of Langport 
in Lydd) was ordered to pay to Lewes Priory the sum of 40s. for 
Burial Fees. This order made by Richard, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and Pope Alexander III., is recorded in the Lewes Chartulary. The 
Rev. Arthur Hussey, in his 'Notes on the Churches of Kent and 

* Dugdale's ' Monasticon,' iv., 673. 
<?2 
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Sussex,' states that this " Fachestone" must be identical with Folke-
stone. 

The old lancet windows of the chancel, its clerestory lights now 
blocked up, its two aumbries, (each taU and rectangular, with a vertical 
mullion dividing its aperture,) and the small piscina, all seem to belong 
to the early English period, or thirteenth century. Possibly they 
were here when King John worshipped in this church, during May 
1216. These marked features of the chancel, together with the form 
of the pfllars and arches of its two short arcades, prove that if the 
church was built in the 12th century, its eastern portion must have 
been altered during the 13th, when the chancel aisles were built. Of 
the Early English chancel aisles nothing remains but the two arcades; 
it is evident that the outer waUs were rebuilt at a later period, but 
probably upon the old lines. The pillars and piers of these chancel 
arcades are of ragstone, their shafts are round, and their " d crochet" 
capitals are plainly, almost roughly, ornamented with broad leaves 
terminating, at their upper ends, in projecting knobs. The hardness 
of the stone is sufficient to account for ,the lack of elaboration in the 
work; caps of the same design are to be seen in the chancel arch of 
Westcliff Church. 

What occurred to the enlarged church, or to its incumbent, we do 
not know, but at the end of the 13th century, or in the first years 
of the 14th, a sequestration was issued against it, by Archbishop 
Winchelsey.* 

A few years later, on the 6th of the Ides of February 1323, Arch-
bishop Reynoldsf admitted Peter de Steoke to the benefice, upon the 
nomination of the Prior of Folkestone. This vicar was probably a 
near relation of the then Prior, Robert de Stocheus, to whom on the 
11th of January 18 Ed. I I . (1325) the custodians during war of the 
goods of Alien Priories (Wm. de Cotes and Stephen de Helham) 
delivered certain property, according to his Majesty's royal command. 
These goodsj comprised, inter alia, a silver chalice worth 13s. 4d.; 2 
pairs of vestments each worth 5s.; 1 Portiforium worth 5s.; 2 
Psalters worth 2s. each; 4 beds worth 4s. each; 1 horse worth 2 
marks; and sundry lands of five and dead stock. This fact proves 
that Dugdale§ was in error when he said that Folkestone Priory 
escaped the usual seizure, made by the Crown, of all the property of 
Alien CeUs, whenever war broke out between England and Prance. 

* Winchelsey's ' Register,' 176 b. f Reynolds'' Reg.,' 251 b. 
J > Alien Priory Records,' -J^. 22 j . , in Public Record Office. 
§ ' Monasticon,' iv., 672, 
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The record shews that the goods of this Priory were seized when war 
broke out, and restored when peace was established. Further evidence 
of the same fact is found in the Registers of the Archbishops of Can-
terbury. In Islip's ' Register,' King Edward III. is, on four occasions, 
mentioned as patron of this benefice, and on the first of them the reason 
is clearly stated. On the 6th of the kalends of June 1351, William 
Corner was admitted to this benefice upon the presentation of " King 
Edward, the temporalities of the Priory of Folkestone being in his 
hand owing to the war."* 

The King (Richard II.) was likewise patron in 1385 when, on 
the 21st January, Robert Newton, Vicar of Newington next Hythe, 
was admitted to the vicarage of Folkestone, upon his exchange with 
John Russell the former vicar. (Courtenay's ' Reg.,' 259 b.) 

Dugdale's further statement, that Folkestone Priory enjoyed the 
privilege of choosing its own Prior, and merely paid a small annual 
contribution to the superior house at LuUy, seems to be inconsistent 
with entries in the Archiepiscopal Registers. We there find it recorded 
that on the 8 Kal. Nov. 1361, John Abbot of Loulay presented Jacob 
of Soissons to be Prior ;f also that on 3 Non. June 1372 Paschal, the 
Abbot, presented Sampson of SensJ (monk of Lully) to be Prior of 
Folkestone, and that Sampson of Sens upon his resignation in 1376, 
July 3, acting as Vicar General in England of the Abbey of Lalley, 
nominated Nicholas Barbarot to be Prior. § 

In July 1325 this church was, doubtless, the scene of imposing 
ceremonies connected with the death, in Folkestone Priory, of John 
Salmon, Bishop of Norwich. He had landed at this place, ill, on his 
return from France, and although he was ultimately carried to his own 
Cathedral church for interment, most probably his herse would first be 
erected in this church. 

A few years later, in 1338, King Edward III . issued an order 
which affected this and many other churches upon the coast. The 
order, dated on the 20th of November, forbade the ringing of more 
than one bell in any church that stood within seven leagues of the 
sea. The object of such restriction was to provide an easy method of 
warning the inhabitants if an enemy should land upon their shores. In 

* Islip's ' Eegister,' 266 b. Other occasoins were 6 Kal., Aug. 1357. Thos. 
Bouryng, Vicar of Ewell, admitted to vicarage of Folkestone by exchange with 
W. Corner ; patron the King (' Islip,' 277 a) ; 6 Id. Junii 1360, Robert Newman, 
Vicar of Heme Hill, on exchange with Bouryng, patron the King (' Islip,' 285 a); 
6 Kal. Nov. 1360, Richard Andrewe, Vicar of Bocton Blean, admitted; patron 
the King. (' Islip,' 285 b.). 

f Islip (Reg.,' 292 a. ± ' Whittlesey,' 90 b„ 91 a. 
§ ' Sudbuiy Eeg.,' 118 b. 
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that case, and only then, all the bells of the church were to be rung 
as an alarum of war; but for any ordinary religious service not more 
than one bell was to be used.* 

The noble monument in the north wall of the chancel was probably 
erected early in the reign of Edward III. The architecture of the 
tomb, and the armour of the knight thereon represented, approximately 
fix its date. Dr. Blore, a high authority upon such matters, says 
that this armour belonged to the close of the reign of Edward IL, or to 
the beginning of that of Edward HI., and he was inclined to refer it 
to the former period.f He traced a resemblance between this figure 
and two others; one a mutilated effigy in St. Clement's Church at 
Sandwich, the other, ascribed to a Laverock, in Ash Church. He 
also remarked that the seven figures representing mourners, each 
standing in a trefoffed niche on the side of this tomb, are designed in 
the varied attitudes and costumes of those on the tombs of Aylmer de 
Valence, and of Lady Montacute, and on other monuments of the same 
period. Dr. Blore finaUy offers a suggestion that the tomb may com-
memorate Richard de Rokesle who died, in 1320, seised of the manor 
of Terlingham in this parish. 

The late lamented Rev. Lambert Larking, founder of our Society,' 
from an examination of records and official inquisitions respecting the 
Lords of Folkestone, came to the conclusion that this monument 
commemorates Sir John de Segrave, the last of his line, who is re-
peatedly styled " of Folkestone" as being resident there, and who died 
in 1349.$ 

The crocketted ogee canopy of this tomb is remarkable for the 
elegant, Jace-like, chain or band of completely pierced trefoils, which 
is interposed between the ten-foiled cusping of the arch, and its upper 
mouldings. A somewhat similar band, of pierced trefoils, occupies a 
like position upon the canopy of a tomb in St. Peter's, Sandwich, 
which is believed to be that of Sir Thomas Elys, Mayor of Sandwich 
in 1370, and in 1386. It is engraved in the second, volume of the 
' Journal of the British Archaeological Association,' at page 334. The 
Folkestone tomb is engraved in ' Archaeologia Cantiana,' ii., 133. 

^ The knight upon this tomb is represented as wearing a complete 
suit of chain mail, to which are added knee-pieces, greaves, sollerets, 
gauntlets, and a low-crowned bascinet, aU of plate. His hawberk of 
mail is pointed in front, not acutely, but with a gently rounded curve. 
Beneath it the folds of the hauketon are shewn. Above the hawberk 

* Rymer's 'Fcedera,' vol. ii,, part ii., page 1066. 
t ' Arch. Cant.,' ii„ 141-2. J < Arch. Cant,,' ii., HI. 
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are two garments; one of them seems to be a pourpoint which, follow-
ing the fines of the hawberk, is obtusely pointed in front; the other, 
and upper, garment seems to be a cyclas, longer behind than in front, 
and laced up the side in a very marked manner; the lace holes being 
ornamented with large fleurs-de-lis. The knight's tilting helm, upon 
which rests his head, is secured to a hook upon his chest, by means of 
a chain. His feet rest upon a lion. The shield, sword, spurs and 
other details are either gone, or are too defaced to be described. The 
absence of plate upon the shoulders, arms, elbows, and thighs, must be 
noticed. This fact, coupled with the chain of the tilting helm, and 
other minutiae, gives to the figure an earlier character than the archi- • 
tecture of the tomb suggests. 

There is no effigy which seems •to furnish an exact parallel. That 
of Sir Oliver Ingham (A.D. 1343) at Ingham in Norfolk,* shews the 
pointed hawberk, the strapped greaves, and the cyclas, and it has 
figures of mourners (24) about the tomb. The effigies of Sir John de 
Ifield (A.D. 1317) at Ifield in Sussex; of a knight sometimes called 
Sir John de Grove in St. Peter's, Sandwich,f and of Sir Roger de 
Kerdeston (A.D. 1337) at Reepham in Norfolk, all have points of re-
semblance to this and yet differ from it considerably. The same may 
be said of the effigy, on brass, of the younger Sir John d'Aubernon 
who died in 1327. Upon the whole, the strongest probability seems 
to be that this tomb commemorates a Sir John de Segrave, either the 
last of that name, as suggested by Mr. Lambert Larking, or his father, 
who is said to have rebuilt the Priory and who died in 1343, only six 
years before his son. 

At the commencement of the 15th century, the records connected 
with this church tell of tumult, strife, and bloodshed here; not merely 
in the town, but actually within the precinct of the churchyard. Such 
is the story told by an entry in the register of Archbishop ArundeLJ 
We are thereby informed that on account of the pollution of the church-
yard of this Conventual or Parochial Church, by the effusion of blood, 
the Archbishop issued to Prior Nicholas Cheryton a Commission 
whereby he was authorized to reconcile, or to cause some Catholic 
Bishop to reconcUe, that is practicaUy to re-consecrate, the said church-
yard. The commission was dated 2nd April 1403. What led to this 
bloodshedding does not appear. 

Three years afterwards, on the 13th of April 1406, the vicar, 
Richard Wilkyn, exchanged benefices with John Ruddock, vicar of 

* < Stothard,' p. 55. 
f Engraved in the' Archseological Journal,' viii,, p. 292, 
i Arundel's'Reg.,'i., 433 b. 
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Lymne,* who, in like manner, on the 25th of October 1409, exchanged 
with John Bette, the vicar of Hoton in the diocese of London.-]- . This 
John Bette seems to have remained here about thirteen years, it is 
not until 1422 that we find a new incumbent admitted on the 16th of 
May ; | he was William Clerk, in Decretis Baccalaureus. After ten 
years, Clerk was succeeded by Thomas Buke, who was admitted by 
the same archbishop upon the 15th of October 1432; § and Buke, in 
less than three years, made way for William Raynere, who became 
vicar of Folkestone on the 18th of June 1435.|| He was succeeded in 
less than five years, 27th March 1440, by Edmund, a chaplain or 
ChantrylT priest; who quickly gave place to Richard Brickies, and upon 
the resignation of Brickies, the right of presentation feU, by lapse or 
for some other reason, to Archbishdp Stafford for that turn. The 
Primate presented Wm. Brycke ,** whom he admitted upon the 25th 
of January 1445, but that unfortunate man died within six months of 
his preferment, and then the Prior of Folkestone, resuming his right 
of patronage, presented William Larwode to this benefice on the 24th 
of July.ff I t was during Larwode's incumbency that an agreement, or 
composition, was made between the Prior and the Vicar, touching the 
portion or allowance to be paid to the Vicar by the Priory. On the 
2nd of June 1448 this was fixed at £10. Os. 2|d. per annum, 
and the agreement was recorded in the Register of Archbishop Stafford 
(folio 29 b.). This agreement or composition remained in force until 
the Priory was dissolved. At that time, among the annual outgoings 
of the Priory, we find it stated^! that the two principal charges were : 
Allowance to the Vicar§§ £10 ; and allowance to the Sexton £ 3 . 

The-payment to the Sexton may seem to us large in proportion to 
that made to the Vicar. There would, however, seem to have been 
heavy duties attached to the office of sexton or sacristan. That official 
was frequently remembered by Folkestone worthies, in their wills. 
From bequests made at different times it seems to be evident that 
there were three parish clerks attached to this church in the 15th 
century, and that one of the three acted as sacristan. In eight wiUs 
made between the years 1464 and 1484, bequests are left to " the' 

* Arundel's ' Reg.,' i., 307 a. f ' Arundel,' ii., 55 a. 
J Ohiohele's ' Reg.' 133 a. § Chichele's ' Reg.' 196 b. 
|| Chichele's ' Reg.,' 207 a.' m Chichele's ' Reg., 228 a. 
** Stafford < Reg.,' 87 a. ff Stafford ' Reg.', 89 b. 
%\ Dugdale's ' Monasticon,' iv., 673. 
§§ to. 1586, Nov. 8, the Eeotory and Tithes of Fott:estone were leased to Roger 

Middhop, in reversion after Thomas Allen, for 21 years at a yearly rent of 
£57.'2s. lid. The lease was in 1595 renewed to Dr. Cosin, Dean of the Arches, 
wlw was to pay M0 per annum to the Gwate of FoRtestone after the year 1596. 
It was again renewed, to Sir Moyle Finch, in February 1601. (Domestic State 
Papers, Elizabeth.) 
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three parish clerics." In five of these the amount is no more than 2d. 
each; but Thomas Yoklet in 1469, Richard Prensh in 1476, and 
Thomas Cooke in 1484, left to each of the clerks 4d. Five other 
testators, of the same period, discriminate between two of the clerks 
and the sacristan; one, Thomas Caase in 1473, left 6d. to the sacristan 
and the same sum to each of the two clerks ; John Hert, in 1474, left 
6d. to the sacristan, and only 4d. to each of the two clerks ; Wilham 
Marchall, in 1469, left 4d. to the sacristan, and 2d. each to the two 
clerks. In one instance, however, the sacristan, or third clerk, is 
entirely overlooked. Matthew Waryn, in 1458, left 6d. each to the 
two clerks, without mentioning the sacristan; while, on the other hand, 
Robert Stretende in 1464, Johanna Byrkynden in 1465, and Thomas 
Godyn in 1473, each left 2d. to the sacristan, but nothing to the 
clerks. Thus it will be seen that bequests' were left to the parish 
clerks, or the sacristan, of this church, in no less than sixteen wills 
made during twenty-six years, from 1458 to 1484. 

The bequests left to the Vicar are usuaUy expressed in this form: 
" I leave to the vicar my curate" such a sum. The sum varied in 
amount; in one case being no more than 3d., in others amounting to 
4d., 6d., 8d., 12d., 20d., and 3s. 4d. There are some bequests which 
prove that the Vicar had, at least at one time, a deputy whom we 
should call his curate. But the deputy could not be so described at a 
time when the parishioners called the Vicar himself their curate. He 
was therefore called the Deputy-vicar, or the Vicar's deputy. In 1463 
Alice Brette left 6d. to Dominus Robert, deputy of the Vicar; who 
was probably identical with .the Dominus Robert, a chaplain, to whom 
Matthew Waryn left 12d. in 1458. In 1473 Thos. Godyn and Wm. 
Jenkyn, without mentioning his name, both left 4d., one to the 
" Deputy-vicar," and the other to the " Vicar's deputy." 

In addition to this staff, consisting of the Vicar, his deputy, two 
clerks, and a sacristan, we find frequent aUusions to three other 
officials who seem to have been connected with this church. They are 
termed monks, " commonachi." Bequests to them in the wiUs gene-
rally follow that to the Vicar and his deputy, and precede those to the 
parish clerks. These " commonachi " were probably monks of the . 
Priory who had certain definite and recognized duties in the church. 
In 1458, Matthew Waryn, and in 1464 John Reade, left bequests of 
6d. and 4d. to each of the three monks ("cuilibet trium commo-
nachorum").* Other bequests are left, not tothe three, but to two 

* The records of Archbishop Warham's Visitation prove that in 1511 there 
were only three monks in Folkestone Priory, besides the Prior. (Warham's 
'Register,' folio 39.) 
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monks : as that of Matthew Atwode who, in 1480, left 4d. to each of 
the two monks* Other testators mention the names of the pair to 
whom their bequests are left; in 1469, Thos. Yoklet left 12d. to 
Thomas Elham, commonachus, and 8d. to Ds. John Mere; in 1472, 
John Cowper and John Cole both left bequests to Ds. Thomas Elham, 
monk, and Ds. John, a canon; in 1483, Thomas Aleyn left 4d. each 
to Ds. Thomas Sandwich and Ds. John Coksale; in 1484, Thomas 
Cooke left 20d. to Ds. Robert, and 8d. to Ds. Wilham, both monks. 

In 1464, John Baker, amongst other bequests to this church, left 
4d. to the " Light of the Little Cross, of which I am a Brother," and 
in 1472 Thomas Hunt left 6d. to the " Fraternity of the Light of the 
Little Cross." The latter testator likewise left 4d. to the " Light of 
the Fraternity of the Purification of St. Mary the Virgin " in the same 
church; this, therefore, was a second Fraternity. In 1473, Stephen 
Goldfynch left 4d. to the "Light of the Corpus Christi Fraternity;" 
here we find mention of a third fraternity, but this is the last, there 
seem to have been but three in this church. WiUiam Bachelor, in 
1469, left 4d. to "each Light of which I am a Brother ( 'frater')," 
and in 1473 Thomas Caase left 8d. (" cuilibet lumini cuius sum frater 
in eadem ecclesia"). These testators were most probably members of 
aU the three Fraternities. Thomas Hunt was evidently a member of 
only two of them; while the others, whose bequests are quoted above, 
seem to have been members of but one of the Fraternities. Prom these 
facts we may perhaps infer that there was some connection between 
these Fraternities and those monks, who iu some cases three together, 
sometimes in couples, were recipients of bequests under the wUls of 
various Folkestone worthies. May not these monks have been the 
heads or chaplains of the Fraternities, of Corpus Christi, of the Little 
Cross, and of the Purification ? The suggestion receives some support 
from the fact that after the dissolution of the Monastery, and the dis-
persion of the Fraternities, a pension was paid annually to Thomas 
Barrett, the Prior, in consideration of his position as "Incumbent of 
the Fraternity in Folkestone." The pension amounted to 60s. per 
annum, and Thomas Barrett was still in receipt of it when Cardinal 
Pole's Pension Book was written in 1556.f He was likewise then in 
receipt of an annual pension of £10 as a monk of Folkestone.! From 
the Certificates of Colleges, taken in the reign of Edward VI., we learn 
that the Fraternity in question was that of " Corpus Christi Brother-
hood," and that its lands and annuities were then of the annual value 

* Possibly, during the last half of the 15th century there may sometimes 
have been only two monks ih the Priory. 

t 'Arch. Cant.,' ii., 63. i 'Arch. Cant,,' ii„ 65. 
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of seven shillings;* whereof sixpence and a farthing was payable in a 
rent charge, leaving six shillings and fivepence three farthings as the 
clear annual value of the property of this Brotherhood in Folkestone 
Church. 

Various wUls made during the second half of the 15th century give 
us considerable information respecting this building; but we find 
nothing touching the erection of the fine central tower, nor of the 
handsome, fluted, octagonal font; both of which probably date from 
the end of the 14th or early part of the 15th century. Of the interior 
of this church the central tower, with its groined roof, is a principal 
feature. The stone benches, which surround the bases of its four 
piers, are worthy of remark. Perhaps there are few if any churches 
which still retain stone seats around the piers of a central tower. It 
was not uncommon in the middle ages thus to utilize the bases of the 
piers and columns of arcades. Examples may be seen at St. Margaret's 
at Cliff, and at Upchurch, where also, as at Adisham, the stone benches 
which ran along the side walls of the nave remain in situ. 

Soon after the middle of the 15th century the good people of 
Folkestone seem to hare evinced great desire to improve their church 
and to add to its ornaments. In 1458, Matthew Waryn left the large 
sum of 10 marks for new vestments. In 1463, Alice Brette left a 
table cloth, and a basin, to the Altar of St. Mary of Pity in this church; 
and in 1464 John Reade left 5 marks for the purchase of a new 
missal. 

In the latter year, 1464, John Baker directed his executors to 
"make one work called ' an yle'with a certain window in the same, 
acting upon the best advice they can obtain from such parishioners as 
are most worthy of being consulted upon the matter; this work shall 
be built and constructed between the vestry of the church, and the 
great window, with such materials as shall be best and most suitable 
for it, in stone, glass, iron, lead, wood, and all things needful." We 
are enabled to fix the position of this aisle by means of the testimony 
of Philipot, the herald and historian, who was himself born at 
Folkestone, about 100 years after John Baker made his will. In his 
account of the parish of Capel,f PhUipot says that the family of Baker, 
of Caldham in Capel, and of Morehall in Folkestone, had a peculiar 
chancel belonging to them in this church; he adds that it was near 
the vestry door, and over the charnel house. His mention of the 
vestry door identifies the Baker Chancel with the aisle built or rebuilt 

* Certif. Colleges, Kent, 28, No. 177, in Public Record Office, 
f ' Villare Cantianum,' p. 96. 
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by John Baker's executors, and his allusion to the charnel house shews 
that the Baker Chancel was upon the south side of this church. The 
charnel house is a vault beneath the south chancel, in which vault 
tradition says were interred the bones of men killed in a great battle 
fought near Fohkestone, the bones of their opponents, far greater in 
number, being deposited in a charuel house beneath the south chancel 
of Hythe Church. The battle theory is questionable; but there is 
great likelihood that bones from the desecrated cemetery of the old 
Priory and Church may have been deposited together in one vault 
here. 

In connection with Baker's south chancel, we may mention a 
bequest made by Thos, Newsole iu 1465 for a window in the south 
part of this church, opposite the altar of St. George. To the light of 
St. George, John Baker left a bequest of 4d. Newsole's bequest may 
have referred to the south wall of the old nave, if not, it must have 
been an addition in or near to John Baker's Chancel, and this idea is 
supported by Baker's bequest to St. George's Light. What was the 
dedication of Baker's south chancel we cannot clearly ascertain. He 
left bequests to the Light of Little Cross of which he was a brother, 
and to the Light of St. Mary of Pity. From other wills we learn that 
there was a chancel dedicated to St. Mary of Pity, and that there was 
a " Light of Holy Cross in the chancel of St. Mary de Pity,"* so that 
we may perhaps have ground for supposing that Baker's chancel was 
dedicated to St. Mary of Pity. It is probable, but not certain; 

There was another chancel, dedicated to St. Nicholas. In 1465 
Johanna Cheveler left 4d. to the Light of the Holy Cross in the 
Chancel of St. Nicholas, and the same Light is mentioned in 1484 by 
a testator named Carder. 

A third chancel was dedicated to St. John the Baptist. In 1473, 
Thomas Caase desired to be buried " in the chancel of St. John the 
Baptist." 

We will now turn to the High Chancel. In the will of John 
Reade, dated 1464, we find the rather singular bequest of " 5 marks 
to a certain beam above the High Altar."f This is paralleled by a 
smaller bequest, left in the foUowing year by Thomas Newsole " to a 
certain beam which is to be new made above the High Altar." What 
was this beam ? We cannot describe it better than by quoting from 
the account of Conrad's " glorious choir " in Canterbury Cathedral, as 
written by Gervase, a Canterbury monk, at or about the end of the 

* John Cole's will, 1472. 
f ' v marc' ad quemdam trabem desuper summo altari.' 
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twelfth century. After stating that the Archbishop's Patriarchal chair 
stood within the choir screen, behind and directly east of the Altar of 
Christ, or High Altar, and was raised above that altar by the height 
of eight steps which lead up to it, Gervase goes on thus :—" At the 
eastern horns of the altar were two wooden columns, highly ornamented 
with gold and silver, which supported a great beam, the ends of which 
beam rested on the capitals of the two pillars. This beam, placed 
across the church, and decorated with gold, supported the Majesty of 
the Lord, the image of St. Dunstan and St. Elphege; also seven 
shrines decorated with gold and silver, and filled with the relics of 
many saints. Between the columns stood a cross, gilt, in the centre 
of which were sixty transparent crystals in a circle."* Prom the 
bequests of John Reade and Thos. Newsole it is evident that, about 
the year 1464, or 1465, such a beam as Gervase describes was placed 
above the High, or Jesus, Altar of this church. We learn also from 

. other bequests that, as in Canterbury Choif there was behind the High 
Altar a space upon which was elevated the Patriarchal Chair, so in 
Folkestone High Chancel, there was behind the High Altar a space 
which was dedicated to the Virgin. In 1469 Thomas Yoklet left 4d. 
to the " Light of St. Mary behind the High Altar," (" lumini Beate 
Marie a retro summo altari"). In 1472 John Cole left 4d., and in 
1473 Robert Jacob left 2d., to this " Light of St. Mary behind the 
High Altar." The will of John Cole makes it quite clear that this 
was entirely distinct from the Light and Chancel of " St. Mary of 
Pity," and from the " Light of the Purification of St. Mary," for he 
leaves bequests to all three of them. When we observe the two aum-
bries (one in the north wall, and the other in the south) and the piscina 
in this high chancel, we may perceive that they are further removed 
from the east wall than was usually the case at the period of their 
construction. It may be that the chancel was originally bufit thus, to 
leave space behind the high altar for an altar, shrine, image or Light. 
I t is however possible that the aumbries and piscina have been removed 
from their original positions; or that the chancel has been lengthened 
a Uttle towards the east. Early English aumbries, with divided rec-
tangular apertures, are frequently found in the east waU .itself, so that 
the supposition of the removal of the aumbries to the positions they 
now occupy seems very probable. From the beam over the High 
Altar, in all likelihood, hangings depended by which the central space 
behind the altar would be shut out from view. 

The tide of zeal for the improvement of this church flowed on for 

* ' Proceedings of British Arch. Assoc, at Canterbury in 1844,' page 216. 
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several years in Folkestone, and is evidenced by the wills of the 
parishioners. In 1467 John Cooke left 5 marks for the purchase of a 
new sfiver thurible, with two sfiver spoons; and in 1469 we find evi-
dence to shew that useful work for the comfort of the worshippers was 
in contemplation. This was nothing less than the erection of pews. 
In 1469 William Bacheler of Folkestone, after leaving bequests to the 
Vicar, and to every Light of which he was a brother in this church, 
goes on to say, " Also I leave to the work which is called ' le pewis ' 
in the aforesaid church, when the parishioners shaU cause that work to 
be done, the sum of 13s. 4d." The terms of this bequest shew that 
in 1469 pews were in contemplation here, and that their erection was 
to be the work of the parishioners generally. The light thus thrown 
upon the method of fitting this church for the accommodation of 
the people in the 15th century, is useful and interesting; no doubt 
other like bequests can be found. There are many specimens of 
15th century pews still remaining in various parts of the kingdom. 
They are in shape similar to those which are now universaUy adopted 
in our churches, but they were often enriched with elaborate carving. 

Five years later we hear of the commencement of further buildings, 
upon the north side of the church. Ih April 1474 John Hert senior 
after leaving two ram sheep to the fabric of the church, and bequests 
to the Vicar, the Sacristan, and two parish clerks, says, " Also I leave 
40s. to a certain work called the North Isle in the same church, pro-* 
vided the said work be built upon the old wall there. Also I leave 
to a certain window in the same work 13s. 4d. provided it be made as 
large as one of the windows designed by John Baker." This reference 
to John Baker's windows, which were in the south chancel, gives us 
some ground for supposing that the window mentioned by John Hert 
would most probably be opposite to those in Baker's Chancel. This 
would shew that the aisle then about to be rebuilt, upon its old lines, 
was the north aisle of the chancel, which still remains. 

Looking up at the north wall of this aisle we see, built into the 
wall high up, probably as corbels for the timbers of a roof, two stones 
which are carved each with an engrailed cross. Mr. R. C. Hussey, 
who has thoroughly examined this church, informs me that these are 
ancient gravestones from the churchyard, used up by the builders in 
the 15th century, and that simUar stones may still be seen in situ in 
some Kentish churchyards. 

The same testator, John Hert, who speaks of the rebuilding of the 
north aisle, likewise gave to the church 33s. 4d. for the purchase of a 
new chalice. 
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In 1465, Johanna Cheveler desired to be buried within this church 
near the image of St. Christopher. Probably there was an altar 
to that saint, at all events sundry bequests (from Jno. Reade, Thos. 
Newsole, John Cole, John Hert, Thos. Cooke, and others) prove that 
there was in this church a Light in honour of St. Christopher. 

The Light of St. Mary of Pity was very popular in Folkestone, the 
bequests to it are numerous, and include one rather curious legacy from 
Johanna Byrkynden, who in 1465 left to this Light " one schor-net." 

St. Eanswith, the other patroness of the church, was not forgotten. 
We find that Folkestone people named their daughters after her in 
the 15th century, and to the Light of St. Eanswith bequests were left 
by Matthew Waryn in 1458, by Alicia Jacob in 1464, by Wm. Jenkyn 
in 1473, and by Thos. Cooke in 1484. 

Among the other Lights to which bequests were left we find those 
of St. Nicholas; Corpus Christi; St. George; St. John Baptist; St. 
Stephen; St. Michael; St. James; St. Anne; St. Peter; the High 
Cross, and the Herse Light. Altogether, we have mentioned 18 
separate Lights, which were supported in this church during the 15th 
century. 

When Archbishop Warham held his visitation, in 1511, among 
several complaints made by the churchwardens of Folkestone against 
executors who 'had neglected to fulfil various bequests, one was made 
against a monk of Dover, caUed Sir John Heldyng, for withholding 
20s., bequeathed to the Jesus Mass of Folkestone Church. The Master 
of the Maison Dieu appeared for his monk, and was directed that John 
Heklyng must pay the 20s. before the Peast of the Assumption on pain 
of excommunication. Twenty-three years later, John Tong of Folkestone 
left six acres of land to certain feoffees for the use of the Mass of Jesus 
in this church. When the valuation of the possessions of Fraternities 
was taken in the reign of Edward VI.,* the certificates of colleges in' 
Kent state that " dyvers parcels of land gyven by divers persons for 
the mayntenance of Jhesus Masse within the parish church of 
Folkestone, were of the yearly value of 87s. 8d." The Jesus Mass 
was that said at the High, or Jesus, Altar. 

In the south aisle of the chancel there is a costly monument of the 
17th century, in memory of members of the family of Herdson, who 
held the Lordship of the Manor of Folkestone. There is also a brass 
plate with an inscription commemorative of Henry Philpot, who was 
Mayor of this town, and who had by Judith his wife seven sons and 
two daughters. He died on the 15th of June 1603, aged 59. One 

* 28, No. 177, in the Public Record Office. 
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of his sons was John Philipot the Herald. The will* of Henry Philpot 
reminds us of a curious use formerly made of the church porch. 
After bequeathing to his sons certain sums of money which they were 
to receive when they attained full age, the father adds this special direc-
tion, " AUso my meaninge is that the place of payment of the severaU 
somes aforesaid unto Henry, John, and David shalbe in the porche of 
the parish church of Folkestone." 

The brass in memory of Joane wife of Thomas Harvey, and mother 
of Dr. WiUiam Harvey, the world-famed discoverer of the circulation 
of the blood, who was born at Folkestone, and whose melancholy death 
by his own hand is narrated by Hasted, is too well known to need 
description. A new south aisle to the nave, and a large west window, 
have been erected here as a national memorial of this renowned native 
of Folkestone. 

The inscription upon the tombstone of the Rev. Wm. Langhorne, 
Vicar of this parish (who died in 1772), was written by his brother, 
Dr, John Langhorne, the poet, and is worthy of perusal. 

* All the wills quoted in this paper are preserved in the Diocesan Registry, 
within the Precincts, at Canterbury. 
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