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COOLING CHURCH (ST. JAMES). 

THIS small church consists of a nave and chancel, a western tower, 
and a south porch. Its font, square, and of the Early English 
period, stands upon five shafts. It is ornamented with carving in 
low relief; on the eastern side a cross raised upon three steps is 
the central ornament; its head and arms are formed by circles, and 
the arms are prolonged with additional circles; the other sides are 
simply arcaded with trefoil arches. 

In its long chancel, a series of stone-canopied stalls, six on each 
side, is probably without parallel in any Kentish church. These 
stalls seem to have been erected during the reign of Edward I. 
Their canopies are supported by detached shafts of Purbeck marble; 
which have bases (c) and caps (D) of Caen stone. The string-
course, which runs around three sides of the chancel, is worked 
into the heads of the canopy hoods. The same hood mouldings 
(E E) are continued over the canopies of the stalls, the sedilia, and 
the piscina. The sedilia are wider than the stalls and their arches 
are enriched with cusps. The bases (A) and caps (B) of their two 
disengaged shafts are more ornately moulded than are those of the 
stalls. The piscina which has two drain-basins, and a stone credence, 
or shelf, is elaborately ornamented. Its arch is adorned with 
tracery, consisting of a richly moulded pierced trefoil above two 
small trefoiled arches; their dwarf marble central shaft has a very 
deep, plain, plinth of Caen stone, beneath its moulded Caen base. 

The interesting nave roof dates from the time of Edward III . 
Its wall-plates are well moulded, and each spandrel of its tie-beams 
is pierced with a central circle quatrefoiled, and two triangular 
trefoils. 

In the south pier of the chancel arch there is a " squint," or 
hagioscope. A piscina, in the south wall of the nave, shews that 
an altar formerly stood in the nave against this pier. 

At the west end of the nave are six original low benches with 
poppyheads of trefoil shape, they are somewhat rude and may 
have been made in the reign of Henry VI. The tower arch is 
handsome, and the turret stair of the tower is at its south-east 
angle. 
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COOLING CHURCH (ST. JAMES). lvii 

The chief monuments in this church, a century ago, are thus 
described in the Harleian Manuscript, No. 6587, in the British 
Museum, pp. 77, 78:— 

In the Chancel. 
On a raised stone—" Heere lie the bodies of Theophilus Lupo 

aged eighteen yeares interred Aprill 13 1649 and Alice Paine aged 
eight yeares hurried September 8,1648, the only children of two 
widdow sisters Elizabeth and Margaret lately the no less loving 
than beloved wives of Joseph Lupo of this parish and William 
Paine of the parish of Cliffe." 

On two brass plates are these arms, viz.:—in a canton, a falcon 
volant with bells, and this inscription " In remembrance of Sybell 
the daughter of Gilbert Thurston of London, who lived the wife of 
Nathanael Sparks, rector of this church, 28 years & dyed the 3 day 
of February 1639, being of the adge of sixtie and seaven years." 

On the same stone, above, is— 
"SybelSparke 

Anagrame 
Speakes Blys 

Some dead are blessed as al may truly know 
And soe is she, her name doth speake," etc. 

In the east window are these arms, " gules, a chevron or. 
In the south window are these two coats, (1) gules, 3 lions 

passant gardant or ; (2) gules, a fesse fusilee or. 
In the Nave. 

Near the pulpit is the effigies of a woman, in brass, and the 
following inscription on a brass plate:— 

" Pray for ye soule of Feyth Brooke late y° dought1 of Syr 
John Brook lord of Cobh'm whiche Feyth decessed the xxi day of 
Septeb' ye yer of or lord MV°VIII o' whose soule Jhu' have M'cy." 

Also on a brass plate— 
"Here lyeth buryed the body of Thomas Wodyeare late of 

Cooling gent, who tooke to wife Mary Wodyeare ye daughter of 
William Lynch gent', who had issue by her one sonne and three 
daughters, he deceased y° 11 day of June A. Dni. 1611." 
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