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ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS, 1876. 

THE Council met on the 17th of January, 1876, at the house 
of T. G. GODFREY-FAUSSETT, Esq., within the Precincts of the 
Cathedral at Canterbury, Nine Members were present, the 
EARL AMHERST presiding. 

It was resolved that the Annual Meeting, in 1876, be held at 
Gravesend. 

Also, that when a Member of the Society desires to purchase 
an additional copy of any volume of Archceologia Cantiana, 
his application must be laid before the Council, and be con-
sidered upon its merits in each individual case. 

One new Member was elected. 
Thanks were voted to— 

(«) Mr. J. R. Scott, for the gift of eleven wood blocks, illus-
trative of papers in Volume X respecting Brabourne 
Church. 

(b) Rev. Francis Haslewood, for the gift of four wood blocks, 
illustrative of the Dering Pedigree in Vol. X. 

(c) Mr. S. Edwards, for copies of six Acts of Parliament 
relating to Kent, passed during the reigns of Queen 
Anne and Kings George I and I I . 

THE Second Council Meeting was held, in the Society's 
Rooms at Maidstone, on the 21st of April. 
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Six Members were present, the EARL AMHERST presiding. 
Letters from the printers having been read, respecting the 

delay in setting up "copy" for Volume X, it was resolved that 
the Hon. Secretary, as Editor, be empowered to employ other 
printers in future, if he think fit. 

I t was resolved that, as several of the volumes of Archceologia 
Cantiana have each cost the Members more than one year's 
subscription, any new Member who desires to purchase a volume 
which was issued before he joined the Society, shall pay not less 
than fifteen shillings for such volume. 

Herbert Monckton, Esq., was appointed Hon. Local Secre-
tary for the Maidstone District, and George Payne, Esq., Jun., 
was appointed Hon. Local Secretary for the Sittingbourne 
District. 

Eight new Members were elected. 

THE Third Council Meeting was held on the 26th of June, 
at the house of the noble President in London. 

Nine Members were present, the EARL AMHERST presiding. 
The 26th and 27th of July were fixed for the Annual 

Meeting. Mr. F. C. J. Spurrell consented to act as Director 
of Locomotion for the Excursions during the two days of 
Meeting. 

I t was resolved that the ten volumes of Archceologia Cantiana, 
which have now been issued, shall be considered to have com-
pleted a First Series, and that henceforward QUARTO COPIES 
SHALL NOT BE PRINTED. They have hitherto entailed a heavy 
loss upon the Society, and have always delayed the issue of the 
volumes. 

I t was resolved to grant to Mr. Murray, of Albemarle Street, 
the use of such wood-blocks belonging to the Society as may 
illustrate Sir Stephen Glynne's Notes on the Churches of Kent. 

Two new Members were elected. 
Thanks were voted to Mr. J. S. Smallfield for presenting to 

the Society's Library a copy of Colonel Chester's edition of the 
Registers of Westminster Abbey. 

THE ANNUAL MEETING was held on the 26th and. 27th of 
July, 1876, Gravesend being the head-quarters, 
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It was attended by a large number of Members, among 
whom were— 

The .Earl Amherst; Sir Walter Stirling; Rev. J. J. Marsham; 
C. Powell, Esq.; G. E. Hannam, Esq.; General McQueen; F. M. 
Lewin, Esq.; Capt. Tylden-Pattenson; W. "Walter, Esq.; H. 
Curling, Esq.; H. B. Mackeson, Esq.; The Mayor of Gravesend; 
G. Sams, Esq.; J. Hall, Esq.; The Reverends Canon Colson; 
Arthur Eden; R. P. Coates ; W. J. Loftie; A. J. Pearman; E. H. 
Lee; J. E. Thorpe; A. Wigan; D. Winham; J. M. Fuller; F. 
Southgate; W. A. Hill; T. H. Candy; T. S. Frampton; L. W. 
Lewis; J. Langhorne; E. M. Muriel; A. T. Browne; V. S. 
Vickers ; H. B. Biron; W. Flower ; G. T. P. Streeter; H. W. Snell; 
F. T. Gregory; W. S. Hill; O. M. Ridley; H. Gardner Water-
man ; J. Scarth; H. Redpath, etc., etc; Dr. Grayling; Dr. Carr; 
Dr. Marsh; Dr. Wilkinson; Dr. Spurrell; Capt. F. C. Brooke; 
Capt. Jackson; Capt, Anderson ; Messieurs F. C. J. Spurrell; F. F. 
Giraud; Stuart Knill; G. M. Arnold; J. J. Howard ; J. G. Waller ; 
Walter Stunt; Denne Denne; J. Wheelwright; R. W. Cradock; 
T. F. Peacock; J. T. Noakes; W. C. Fookes; J. Wood; Jas. 
Robertson; J. W. Ilott; J. F. Wadmore; C. Jeff ery; J. H. 
Turner; G. Lambert; W. Hartridge; W. H. Rammell; J. Gould ; 
R. G. Hobbes ; F. Jones ; H. T. Sankey ; F. Bayley ; F. G. Gibson; 
T. Cabban; R. A. C. Loader; W. H. Mold; J. Vian ; W. Tarbutt; 
C. J. Etherington; A. Hudson'; R. Chapman; G. Cooper; D. 
Knight; J. H. Russell; H. Ross; S. W. Kershaw; A. J. Baker; 
Boissier; J. S. Smallfield; A. Bottle; J. T. Perry; J. Bolton; 
F. W. Reed; Blake ; Andrews; Hilder; Benstead, etc., etc.; Misses 
De Vaynes ; E. and K. Lawrence; Twigg; Sanders; Twisden, and 
a large number of ladies. 

The Preliminary Meeting for dispatch of business was held 
within the crypt of the " Great Chamber " of Cooling Castle, 
by the kind permission of Mr. John Murton, who likewise 
generously provided an al fresco luncheon for the Members 
present. 

The EARL AMHERST, having taken the chair, called upon 
the Hon. Secretary to read the Annual Report, which was as 
follows:— 

In presenting their nineteenth Annual Report, the Council of 
the Kent Archseological Society have once more to congratulate its 
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members, upon the flourishing condition of their body, and upon 
the cordial welcome with which they are received in Gravesend and 
its neighbourhood. The Municipal authorities of the town have 
shewn the utmost desire to accord to the Society every courtesy, 
every facility, and every mark of respect. The whole of the Town 
Charters have been lent for exhibition in the Temporary Museum, 
and the Town Hall, with the ancient maps and plans which adorn 
its walls, may be freely inspected by every Member of the Society. 
Cordial invitations, to visit Nurstead and other places, which time 
forbids us to accept, are evidences of the kindly feeling which is 
everywhere evinced towards the Society, and its objects. 

The Council cannot fail to express their sense of the loss which 
they have sustained, during the past year, by the deaths of several 
Vice-Presidents, and useful Members of the Society. The death of 
Earl Stanhope is a loss not only to this Society, but to the science 
of Archaeology. Our members will not soon forget the able address 
which Lord Stanhope delivered, when acting as President of our 
Society's Congress, at Sevenoaks. Last year his lordship attended 
a Meeting of our Council, at Maidstone, and evinced a lively 
interest in the Society's welfare. The present Earl Stanhope has 
become a Life Member of the Society, and one of its Vice-Pre-
sidents. 

Lord Fitzwalter, who often attended tbe Society's meetings, has 
likewise passed away from us, and he, alas, leaves no son to succeed 
him. Lord Sondes, another of our Vice-Presidents, has also been 
taken by death, but his son and heir has enrolled his name amongst 
us. Lord Harris likewise has joined our Society, and the Earl of 
Arran awaits election at your hands to-day. 

The number of new members elected during the past twelve 
months has been 33, and no less than 26 are to be proposed for 
election this morning. 

The Council have had pleasure in issuing the tenth volume of 
Archceologia Cantiana, and while regretting that through delays at 
the printing office it did not appear so soon as they had expected, 
they would desire to point out that its actual cost considerably 
exceeds one year's subscription. The illustrations of this tenth 
volume have cost the Society more than £200, although several of 
them were given free of cost, by kindly donors. To curtail loss 
and needless expense, and likewise to avoid unnecessary delay in the 
issue of volumes, the Council have resolved to discontinue printing 
royal quarto copies. The ten volumes already issued will be 
treated as a completed First Series. An Index of the whole ten 
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volumes is contemplated, and if a sufficient number of subscribers 
can be obtained, this work will he undertaken. 

The Council have during the year invested £30, in Consols, 
from Life Subscriptions paid by members, and they find that the 
sum of £383 is now standing to the Society's credit in their 
bankers' books. I t must be remembered, however, that the printers, 
who have already received £175 on account of Volume X, have still 
a heavy claim against us of about £200 more. 

It is hoped that the present Annual Meeting will be one of 
considerable interest. The Society is assembled to-day within the 
fortified dwelling of the ancient Lords of Cobham, and upon the 
morrow will be hospitably received at Cobham Hall, the peaceful 
mansion of the same ancient family. The noble owner of Cobham 
Hall is of a family still more ancient, being a direct descendant of 
King Robert Bruce, whose wife and daughter were once prisoners 
in the custody of Henry de Cobham, when' he was Constable of 
Rochester Castle. 

This Report having been adopted by the Meeting, John 
Monckton, Esq., G. E. Hannam, Esq., and William Walter, Esq., 
were elected Members of the Council in the room of Mr. Acworth, 
Captain Board, and Sir Walter James. The other Members of the 
Council and the Auditors were re-elected. 

Twenty-six gentlemen were elected members of the Society. 
Thanks were cordially voted to Mr. John Murton for his generous 

hospitality. 

COOLING CASTLE was then inspected under the guidance of 
Mr. Scott Robertson, whose paper descriptive of its history will 
be found at page 128 of this volume. The Company then 
walked to COOLING CHURCH, the description of which is inserted 
on page lvi. Entering carriages, the Members were conveyed 
to the parish Church of CLIFFE AT Hoo, which was described 
by the Rev. I. G. Lloyd, whose paper is printed in this volume, 
at page 145. The last place visited was HIGHAM CHURCH, 
where the Rev. Dr. Wood gave a cordial welcome, but time 
forbade the reading of a paper, printed at page lviii. 

The dinner was held at Gravesend, in the Assembly Rooms, 
at 5 o'clock. The EARL AMHERST presided, and about eighty 
ladies and gentlemen sat down. 

At the evening Meeting, held in another room of the same 
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building, a paper by G. M. Arnold, Esq., was read, entitled 
" Gravesend in the Days of Old." Its substance is printed in 
this volume, at page xlii. This terminated the first day's 
proceedings. 

On Thursday, July the 27th, the first place visited was 
CHALK CHURCH, where the Rev. Wm. Joynes, and his church-
wardens, welcomed the company. The grotesque figures over 
the western porch were inspected, and the south wall was ob-
served to have been originally the southern arcade of the nave. 
Its arches were built up, and windows were inserted in them, 
when the south aisle was pulled down. 

At SHORNE CHURCH, the Members were courteously received 
by the Rev. J. J. Marsham, who had previously pointed out to 
some of the visitors a media3val stone building in the village. 
Mr. Marsham read a very brief extract respecting an ancient 
" man of Shorne," concluding with these words : " This great 
celebrity was never canonized, and is not called a saint, his 
votaries contenting themselves with simply styling him, 

" ' Maister John Schorne 
That blessed man born.' " 

Mr. Scott Robertson's paper, read in Shorne Church, is printed 
at page lxi. 

From Shorne, progress was made to COBHAM HALL, where 
the company, 240 in number, were received with great courtesy 
and noble hospitality by the Earl and Countess of Darnley. 
In the Picture Gallery, Mr. F. G. STEPHENS read a paper, which 
will be found printed on page 160 of this volume. The company 
was then divided into three sections. While one section was 
being entertained by the Earl of Darnley at luncheon in the 
Large Dining Room (where Mr. Scott Robertson described the 
pictures), another section examined the Portrait and Picture 
Galleries, under the able guidance of Lady Elizabeth Cust and 
Mr. F. G. Stephens; and a third section was led by Mr. Scott 
Robertson through the Gilt or Music Hall into the North 
Garden, where Mr. C. Roach Smith pointed out the position of 
an ancient British Camp, which is described on page 121 of 
this volume. Mr. Scott Robertson's paper upon Cobham Hall 
is printed at page lxv. 
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After expressing their deep appreciation ofthe hospitable and 
courteous reception accorded to them by Lord and Lady Darnley, 
the numerous company proceeded to COBHAM CHURCH, where 
Mr. J. G. Waller read a paper descriptive of the Church and its 
Monumental Brasses. The first portion of this paper, giving 
the history of the Lords of Cobham down to the year 1529, is 
printed at page 49 of this volume. In treating of the history 
of the unfortunate Henry Brooke, last Baron of Cobham, Mr. 
Waller, for the first time these two hundred years, gave a 
public denial to the old story current as to his fate, referring 
to his letters from the Tower, and to other authorities from 
public records. 

After passing through COBHAM COLLEGE, progress was made 
to SWANSCOMBE CHURCH, where the Rev. T. H. Candy courte-
ously welcomed the Society. Mr. Candy and Mr. Henry Ross 
drew attention to the doubly-splayed Saxon window, formed of 
Roman bricks, in the tower; to the masses of Roman masonry 
built en bloc into the tower; to the Saxon font carved with the 
evangelistic symbols, now much mutilated; to the traces of 
Saxon or early Norman work in the chancel, viz., two windows, 
and (in the piers of the chancel arch) fragments of two small 
arches; to the beauty of the transition-Norman caps and bases 
of the nave arcades; to the ancient carved oak lectern; to the 
traces of a late rood screen which crossed all three of the aisles, 
and of which the rood loft extended across the first bay of the 
nave. Mr. Ross mentioned that the shrine of St. Hilderferth 
formerly stood in the south aisle, where a fragment of his 
window remains in coloured glass. Across the tower arch is an 
ancient screen {circa A.D. 1260), said Mr. Ross, which was 
taken from the chancel arch, when the later rood screen was 
erected. Mr. Ross believes this screen to be about forty years 
older than that at Northfleet. Mr. Coveney and Mr. Ross 
hospitably entertained the company on the lawn of Swanscombe 
Manor House. 

The last place visited was NORTHFLEET CHURCH, where the 
vicar, the Rev. F. Southgate, ably described the points of inte-
rest, and most kindly offered tea in the schoolroom to the 
visitors. The organist obligingly attended, and played some 
voluntaries, . 
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During the two days of Meeting a Temporary Museum was 
open in the Assembly Rooms, Harmer Street. The Corpora-
tion had kindly contributed to it all the Gravesend Municipal 
Charters, and some armour from the Town Hall. Mr. Home-
wood lent, in addition to many other objects, a large and varied 
collection of Roman pottery, collected by the late Mr. Teanby 
(vide Mr. Roach Smith's description thereof upon pp. 113-120 
of this volume); Mr. G. E. Sharland lent a collection of tokens 
and coins; Mr. Lockey sent china, and various objects of interest; 
Mr. G. M. Arnold contributed many rare old books, pamphlets, 
and engravings illustrative of the history of Gravesend; Mr. 
Spurrell exhibited various drawings and plans of the curious 
well-like excavations in the chalk in Kent, Essex, and other 
places; Mr. Henry Ross sent several objects of interest; the 
Rev. R. P. Coates lent rubbings from brasses, and Mr. Rash-
leigh's gold ornaments of a Saxon lady. Many other gentlemen 
likewise contributed to the Museum. 

THE Council met on the 2nd of September, at the Fountain 
Hotel, Canterbury. 

Ten Members were present; the DEAN OF CANTERBURY 
presided. 

The thanks of the Society were unanimously voted to— 
The Earl of Darnley for his courteous reception and his 

very generous hospitality to the Society at Cobham Hall. 
Mr. F. C. J. Spurrell for directing the excursions during 

the Annual Meeting. 
Mr. G. M. Arnold for very much help during the Meet-

ing, issuing carriage and dinner tickets, preparing a paper 
upon Gravesend in Days of Old, and superintending all local 
arrangements. 

Mr. W. J. Homewood, Rev. R. P. Coates, and Rev. F. 
Southgate for help in forming and arranging the Museum, 
which without Mr. Homewood's contributions would have been 
poorly furnished. 

Mr. Sams for much assistance during the Meeting. 
Mr. F. G. Stephens; Rev. I. G. Lloyd; Mr. J. Q. Waller; 
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Rev. T. H. Candy; and Mr. Henry Ross, for their papers and 
addresses. 

Mr. John Murton for much kindly help and for courteous 
hospitality at Cooling Castle. 

Mr. Coveney, Mr. Ross, and Rev. F. Southgate for hos-
pitality at Swanscombe and Northfleet. 

It was resolved that the next Annual Meeting should be 
held in the Isle of Thanet. 

Canon Edward Moore and A. A. Arnold, Esq., were ap-
pointed Hon. Local Secretaries for Canterbury and Rochester 
respectively. 

Twelve new Members were elected. 

A Council Meeting was held at Maidstone on the 11th of 
December, 1876. 

Ten Members attended; the EARL AMHERST presided. 
It was resolved to place £3 at the disposal of Mr. G. Dowker, 

F.G.S., for costs of excavations in preparation for the next 
Annual Meeting. 

Ten new Members were elected. 
Thanks were voted to— 
Mrs. Foss for her deceased husband's copy of our Archceo-

logia. 
To Mr. Sparvel-Bayley for his Notes around Dartford. 
To Mr. F. F. Giraud for the Guide to Faversham, edited by 

himself and Mr. Donne.. 
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