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FEANCES, COUNTESS OF KILDAEE. 
FRANCES HOWARD, Countess of Kildare, the wife of Henry 
Lord Cobham, was the second daughter of Charles Howard 
first Earl of Nottingham* by his wife Katherine Carey, 
daughter of Lord Hunsdon. She married Henry Fitzgerald 
twelfth Earl of Kildare, who died on the 31st of July, 1597, 
aged thirty-seven, without male issue. By him she had two 
daughters, the Ladies Bridget and Elizabeth Fitzgerald, who 
are mentioned in her will; one as the wife of Nicholas (after-
wards Viscount) Barnewell of Kingsland; and the other as the 
wife of Lord Killeen, who was created first Earl of Eingall. 

Lady Kildare seems to have been extremely unfortunate in 
her husbands. She appears to have suffered so much illtreat-
ment from the Earl of Kildare, that Queen Elizabeth caused 
the Lord Deputy in Ireland to interfere with remonstrances, 
and to order him to send the lady to England. She did not 
fare better when, as her second husband, she married Henry 
Brooke, Lord Cobham, who at the age of thirty-three had 
succeeded to his father's title and estates, in March, 1597, a few 
months before Lord Kildare's death. 

Soon after their marriage, Lord Cobham was arrested upon 
a charge of High Treason. Lady Arbella Stuart, on whose 
behalf he is said to have plotted, wrote respecting his wife, on 
the 16th of Sept., 1603, in these terms:—•" The Lord Admiral's 
daughter of Kildare is discharged of her office, and as near a 
free woman as may be, and have a bad husband/'f Probably 
the " office " alluded to was that of Governess to the Princess 
Elizabeth, afterwards the unhappy Queen of Bohemia. 

Whatever may have been the treatment received by Lady 
Kildare from her husbands, all testimony seems to agree in 
charging her with cruel neglect of Lord Cobham in his mis-
fortunes. Yet she obtained for herself the enjoyment of all his 
vast possessions during her life. Immediately after Lord Cob-
ham's arrest, the King seized the whole of his estates. In 

* As , Lord Howard of Effingham, Lord High Admiral of England, he 
commanded the fleet which destroyed the Spanish Armada in 1688. He 
received the earldom eight years later, and died aged 87 in 1624. 

t Sir Egerton Brydges' Memoirs of tlie Peers of England (James 1), 
p. 262, note. 
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October, 1603, he granted to one of the Grooms of his Privy 
Chamber, Miles Rainsford, the Custody of Cobham Hall with 
its Deer Park, gardens, orchards, and the Bailiwick of the 
Manor, and assigned to him fees amounting altogether to more 
than £35 per annum.* In the following May, however, the 
King granted a lease of the whole of the forfeited estates in 
Kent, Middlesex, and Leicestershire, to four gentlemen in trust 
for Lady Kildare, during the whole of her life, or for 100 years 
after the attainder of Lord Cobham, if she should live so long. 
These trustees were her father, Charles Earl of Nottingham, 
her cousin Thomas Earl of Suffolk, Sir Richard Leveson, and 
Sir John Trevor. The lease is dated May 13th, 1604,t and 
includes Lord Cobham's bouse in Blackfriars, London; his 
lands in Leicestershire; and his lands in Kent. The King 
reserved no rent for himself, and Lady Kildare had simply to 
pay those reserved rents, upon certain lands, which her husband 
had been accustomed to pay before his attainder. Yet it would 
seem that she left him utterly unassisted during his imprison-
ment, which extended over more than fifteen years. The 
stories, generally received by historians, of his neglected and 
starving condition, are difficult to understand, and cannot well 
be true; for the King granted for his sustenance, sums of 
money which amounted to £516 per annum. They consisted 
of an allowance of £8 per week for his support and sustenance, 
and an annuity of £100 per annum for apparel, physicians, and 
physic. These were paid out of the Exchequer, to such persons 
as Lord Cobham authorized to receive them; and they were 
continued up to the day of his death, the 24th of January, 
1619.J 

* Domestic State Papers, James I, vol. xxxv, No. 58. 
f Domestic State Papers, James I, vol. viii, No. 18. The lands in Kent 

included Cobham Manor; Temple Strowde Manor; Beakly Manor; Eandall 
Manor; Gravesend Manor; Merston and Greene Manor; Berrye Court and 
Hobbins Marsh parcels of Westclyve Manor ; Cooling Manor and 100 acres of 
fresh marsh, with 184 acres of arable and pasture in demesne in that manor, 
and 80 acres of meadow; 74 acres at Marsh gate and 20 acres at Longfield; 
and a Fulling Mill in Maydestone. 

J Among the Domestic State Papers of the reign of James I,-we find a 
warrant dated 16th of April, 1605, to pay to Edward Morice, and Wm. Penn, 
il. weekly for the support of Henry Brooke, late Lord Cobham, prisoner in the 
Tower; and also 100Z. per annum for apparel and medical advice for him, 
during pleasure. In the Issues of the Exchequer, time of James I, p. 34 
(edited by Mr. Devon), we find that on May 2nd, 1606, the sum of 25Z._was 
paid to those two persons as one quarter's allowance for apparel and physicians, 
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Lady Kildare seems to have left him to subsist upon the 
Royal Bounty, while she enjoyed his estates. She took up her 
abode at Cobham Hall, and when King James desired her to 
sell her life interest in Cobham to his cousin the Duke of 
Lenox, and her. own cousin the Duchess of Lenox, in order 
that they might obtain immediate possession, she was not easily 
persuaded to do so. In June, 1622, when the King was going 
to Rochester to inspect his Navy, he said that he would call at 
Cobham Hall, and dine with Lady Kildare, hoping that he 
might then be able to persuade her to sell the place, on reason-
able terms, to the Duke and Duchess.* Probably his Majesty 
eventually succeeded, although not at once. On the 19th of 
July, 1623,t Lady Kildare wrote from Cobham Hall to the 
Lord Treasurer (Lord Middlesex) asking for £200, and saying 
that she " wants all," but she is told that she is put off until 
the King is in progress, and the servants provided for. Within 
a year or two, however, it is evident that she had made some 
bargain with the Duke of Lenox, and had retired to a house 
which she had purchased in Deptford, where she made her will 
on the 21st of June, 1628. In it she speaks of "lumber" be-
longing to her, as still remaining at Cobham Hall, but she 
mentions nothing else. It therefore seems probable that she 
had finally left the Hall. She was buried within Westminster 
Abbey on the 11th of July, 1628, in St. Benedict's ChapeLf 
and 2U. for three weeks' sustenance of Lord Cobham. In the Warrant Booh, 
No. II, James I, p. 61, there is a warrant, dated 25 January, 1609, to pay the 
allowances granted to Henry Brooke late Lord Cobham, to such persons as he 
may appoint to be receivers thereof. And after his death there was paid to 
Elizabeth, Lady Borough, as his assignee, the sum of 134Z. for arrears up to the 
day of his death, in the Tower (Devon's Issues of the Exchequer, page 224). 

* Domestic State Papers, James I, vol. cxxx, No. 53 ; and Nichols's Progresses 
of King James I, vol. iii, 769. 

f Historical Manuscripts' Commission, ith Beport, Appendix, p. 311. Letter 
among Lord De La Warr's archives. 

J Chester's Begisters of Westminster Abbey, page 127. 
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WILL OF FBANCES, COUNTESS OF KIL-
DAEE, WIDOW OF HENEY BEOOKE, 
LOED COBHAM. (Principal Registry of Oourt 
of Probate, " Barrington" fo. 70.) 

TRANSCRIBED BT JAMES GREENSTREET. 

IN THE NAME OF GOD AMEN the one and twentith daie of 
June Anno Domini 1628 in the fourth yeare of the raigne of our 
Soveraigne Lord Charles the King's Maiestie over England 
Scotland ffrance and Ireland Defender of the faith, &c. I the 
right honorable Dame ffrances Countes Dowager of Kildare 
beinge sicke in bodie but nevertheles of good and perfect remem-
brance laude and praise be given therefore vnto AUmightie god 
for the same Doe make ordaine and declare this my present last 
will and testament in manner and forme followinge (that is to 
saie) ffirst and principallie and aboue all earthlie and momentarie 
things I giue bequeath and commende my soule into the handes 
of AUmightie god my maker and Creator, and to his deere sonne 
Jesus Christ my onelie Saviour and Redeemer, by the merritts 
of whose most bitter death and painefull passion I faithfullie 
trust and stedfastlie beleeue to be saved and to be partaker of his 
most blessed and glorious resurreccion and with him for ever to 
liue in the Kingdome of Heaven And I will that my bodie shalbe 
decentlie buried in the Chappell of the Cathedrall church at 
Westminster in the night season as neigh the place whereas the 
bodie of ffrances late Countesse of Hartford* my late Aunt lyeth 
buried as convenientlie maie be And as concerninge the dis-
tribucion and division of all such landes Tenements goods and 
chattells wherewith it hath pleased AUmightie god to endowe 

* Frances Howard, daughter of William Lord Howard of Effingham, and 
sister of Charles, first Earl of Nottingham, the father of Lady Kildare. This 
lady was the second wife of Edward, Earl of Hertford ; she died in 1598. The 
Eegisters of Westminster Abbey commence in 1607, and therefore do not con-
tain any notice of her burial. 
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me I giue order and dispose of the same in manner and forme 
followinge videlicet Inprimis I will that all such debts, duties, 
somme and sommes of money as I shall dulie owe at the time of 
my decease to anie person or persons whatsoever shalbe trulie 
paide and satisfied by my Executors hereafter named within 
such convenient time as my landes goodes and chattells maie be 
sould for satisfaccion of the same, Item I giue and bequeath to 
my sonne Nicholas Barnewell* my best Bason and Ewer, and a 
paire of potts, which my father gaue me. And one other Bason 
and Ewer and sixe bowles which are nowe in the Custodie and 
pawned to Mr Bradshawe Item I further giue and bequeath 
vnto my said sonne Nicholas Barnewell my rich Arras Carpett 
Item I giue and bequeath vnto my grandchilde Christopher 
Barnewellf sonne of the said Nicholas Barnewell my Carpett 
and suite of grape's, and two of my best suites of Dammaske 
lynnen. Item I giue and bequeath vnto my saide Grandchilde 
Christopher my best White bedd with furniture with chaires and 
stooles • therevnto belonginge all which I will and desire my 
executors hereafter named or some of them as they shall be-
tweene themselues best agree to reserue and keepe in their 
Custodie duringe and vntill the said Christopher shall attaine to 
the full age of one and twentie yeares And if it shall happen 
the said Christopher to die and departe this transitorie lief before 
he shall attaine to the said age of one and twentie yeares, then 
I will and bequeathe the saide Bedd and furniture and chaires 
and stooles vnto the next brother in age of the said Christopher 
survivinge to be delivered him at his said age of one and twentie 
yeares. And likewise I giue and bequeath vnto the said Chris-
topher my best rich hangings if my executors shall finde and 
haue sufficient landes goodes and chattells to discharge the debts 
legacies and bequests herein by me bequeathed without the sale 
of the said hangings. Item I giue and bequeath to my grand-
child ffrances Barnewell % daughter of the said Nicholas Barne-

* Nicholas Barnewell, of Turvey co. Dublin, married Lady Bridget Fitzgerald, 
eldest daughter and coheir of Henry 12th Earl of Kildare by his wife Lady 
Frances Howard. Lady Bridget had been previously the wife and the widow 
of Bory O'Donnell Earl of Tyrconnel. Nicholas Barnewell was created Viscount 
Barnewell of Kingsland, and Baron of Turvey in June 1646. He died in 1663. 

t Christopher Barnewell, eldest son of the first Viscount Barnewell of Kings-
land, died, unmarried, during the lifetime of his father. 

t Frances, youngest daughter of Viscount Barnewell, died unmarried. 



2 2 2 WILLS RELATING TO COBHAM HALL. 

well my Carnacion Taffita bedd with Quilt and furniture, and my 
rich Velvett Canopie with a Sattin trayne and Quilt therevnto 
belonginge. Item I giue and bequeath to my sonne the Lord 
of Killeene* husband vnto my daughter Elizabeth one Bason 
and Ewer which is nowe in the custodie of Mistres Eaton, 
and one other Bason and Ewer and sixe Bowles nowe in the 
custodie and pawned to Mr Bradshawe. Item I giue and be-
queath to my daughter Elizabeth^ wief vnto the saide Lord 
of Killeene all the wearing apparell sometime hers which is 
nowe in my custodie. Item I give and bequeath vnto my Noble 
and much respected freind the Ladie Anne Arundell of Warder 
my pearle Table my Christall Lampe and one of my best Cheany 
Bordcloathes. Item I giue and bequeath vnto my good servants 
ffrances Berry and Dorothie Cope to each of them the somme of 
ffiftie poundes a peece in money. And the like somme of ffiftie 
poundes a peece more to be taken by them in househould stuffe 
at such rates and prizes as they shalbe valued att, and ap-
praised by the Appraisors to be nominated for the valua-
cion of my goodes after my decease. And I further giue 
and bequeath vnto each of them a paire of silver Canns with 
Covers and two paire of sheets a peece to be taken out of tbe 
Coffer that standes over my Chamber at Debtford. Item I giue, 
and bequeath vnto my Neece Radney one faire suite of Damaske 
marked with . ff. and a . K . Crosse stitch and two paire of my 
fine sheets out of my Cofer of riche lynnen. Item I doe giue 
vnto my ould servant William Harvy the somme of thirtie poundes 
8tarlinge. Item I giue and bequeath to my Chambermayde 
Katherine Loveden the somme of Twentie poundes starlinge Item 
I giue and bequeath to'her brother Walter Loveden the somme of 
Tenne poundes starlinge Item I giue and bequeath to Mistres 
Knight the somme of tenne poundes. Item I giue and bequeath 
to my servant Margerie the somme of tenne poundes. Item 
I giue and bequeath vnto Joane Hooper for the vse of her sonne 
Thomas the somme of twentie poundes which is to be raised out 
of and by the sale of the Lumber which is at Cobham Hall in 
the Countie of Kent. Item I giue and bequeath vnto my late 

* In 1628 the tenth Lord Killeen (Lucas Plunkett) was created first Earl of 
Fingall. 

t Lady Elizabeth Fitzgerald, daughter and coheir of Henry 12th Earl of 
Kildare, married Lord Killeen. 
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servant George Barker the somme of Twentie Nobles to buy 
him a Nagge. Item I giue and bequeath vnto my servant 
ffrancis Bagshawe the somme of twentie Marks. Item I giue 
and bequeath unto my grandchilde ffrances Barnewell all my 
Chaynes, Jewells, little Cabinetts, little Boxes, Silke works 
vnmade vpp, aud toyes not formerlie by me bequeathed. And 
whereas aswell all such debts as I shall owe at the time of my 
decease, As alsoe for which John Berry of the Cittie of Can-
terbury in the Countie of Kent esquire, and Peter Bradshawe 
Cittizen and Marchan taylor of London are and stand bound 
and engaged vnto anie person or persons whatsoever for me. 
And alsoe all the legacies and sommes of money hereby by me 
given and bequeathed are to be partlie raised and made by the 
sale of my Capitall Messuage or Mansion House scituat in 
Deptford alias Deptford Strond aforesaide, and out of the sale 
of the Spiritualties of Lycale in the Realme of Ireland. I 
therefore giue and bequeath to the saide John Berry and Peter 
Bradshawe their heires and assignes for ever my said Capitall 
Messuage or Mansion House scituate in Deptford alias Deptford 
Strond aforesaide with all and singuler the rights members 
and appurtenances therevnto belonginge. And alsoe the saide 
Spiritualties of Lycale in the Realme of Ireland aforesaide with 
the appurtenances therevnto belonginge appertayninge. To haue 
and to hould the said Capitall Messuage or Mansion House with 
thappurtenances and Spiritualties aforesaide vnto the saide John 
Berry and Peter Bradshawe their heires and assignes for ever to 
thonelie vse, intent, and purpose, that they shall soe soone as 
conveniently maie be make sale of the said Capitall Messuage 
and Spiritualties aforesaide for and towardes the payment and 
satisfaccion of all my debts and performance of the legacies and 
bequests herein by me given and bequeathed. The rest and 
residue of all and everie my landes tenements goodes Cattells 
chattells plate Jewells lynnen woollen Beddinge, Brasse, pewter, 
Credditts, debts, Implements, Vtensills, Houshoulde stuffe, aud 
other thinges whatsoever not before hereby given and bequeathed 
(my funerall expences discharged, and my debts paide, and my 
legacies performed) I giue and bequeath the same vnto my two 
sonnes in lawe, the Lord of Killeene and Nicholas Barnewell be-
twixt them equallie to be devided parte and parte like Item 
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I doe nominate make and appoint the said John Berry, Peter 
Bradshawe, ffrances Berry, and Dorothie Cope, Executors of this 
my last will and testament desiringe them and everie of them 
to be aydinge and assistinge vnto thother for the speedie and 
carefull performance of this my last will and testament accord-
inge to the true intent and meaninge thereof And for the care 
and paines that the said John Berry and Peter Bradshawe shall 
vndergoe herein I giue and bequeath vnto either of them a peece 
of plate of the value of Thirtie poundes a peece. And I desire 
and authorize my said executors (where there maie anie benefitt 
be made) to redeeme all such plate and Jewells as I or anie for 
me haue pawned to anie person or persons whatsoever, or to 
make sale of the same for the better enablinge them to satisfie 
my debts and performe my legacies hereby given. In wittnes 
whereof I the said right honorable Dame ffrances Countesse 
Dowager of Killdare to this my present Testament, contayninge 
herein my last will (Renouncinge all former wills and testa-
ments by me made) haue sett my hand and seale of Armes, the 
daie and yeare first aboue written. FERANCIS OF KILDARE. 

Sealed subscribed and delivered by the right honorable Dame 
ffrances Countesse Dowager of Kildare for her last will and 
testament In the presence of vs William Harve, Walter Loveden, 
William Mesham, Scrivener. 

PKOBATE granted 8th July 1628. 
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