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ADISHAM OHUROH. 

BY THE REV. H. MONTAGE VILLIERS. 

THE history of Adisham dates back to A.D. 616, when we find that 
the Manor of Adisham or Edisham was given by Eadbald, King of 
Kent, son of King Ethelbert, to the Monks of Christ Church, 
Canterbury, "ad cibum," free from all secular services and fiscal 
tribute except the well-known " trinoda necessitas," the exception 
usually made in all the Saxon grants of church lands. This explains 
the L. S. A. which frequently occurs in the grants made to the 
church of Canterbury, where, instead of enumerating the privileges 
and liberties intended to be granted, it was usual to insert the 
letters L. S. A., that is, " Libere Sicut Adisham." 

The church itself is full of architectural interest. I t is cruciform, 
with a central tower, and has been admirably restored in 1869 
under the direction of William White, Esq., F.S.A.; and it may 
be here mentioned as of special interest to the Kent Archseological 
Society that their former Secretary, T. Godfrey Paussett, Esq., gave 
great attention to the work of restoration throughout its whole 
progress. A painted glass window has been placed to his memory in 
the chancel bearing the following inscription written by the Ven. 
Archdeacon Denison:— 

" Thomse G. Godfrey Eaussett Cantuariensis A.M. Coll: Corp .-
Ch: Oxonise olim socii viri penitus exquisiti et perspecti ingenii qui 
pro suo erga christum amore, operi hujus domus renovandae reficiendse 
que, Sagaciter et diligenter incubuit Posuit Amicus MDCCCLXXVII." 

The church is dedicated to the Holy Innocents, and one of the 
first features to attract attention is the fall from the west door to 
the first steps of the altar, the descent to the floor of the nave is by 
four steps;. the floor itself then falls by a slight incline to the 
chancel, into which there is a further descent by two steps. I t will 
be remembered perhaps by some how Durandus, speaking of churches 
so built, says that it was done " to denote the greater humility of the 
clergy:" in a more prosaic age we are inclined to attribute it to 
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such churches being, as is tbe case, at Adisham, built on the slope of 
a hill, and following the natural fall of the ground. 

Examining tbe church more closely, we see at once traces of 
Norman work in the lower stage of the tower, and the nortb-west 
angle has the remains of an original vaulting shaft, the drip courses 
shewing the position of the roofs of the Norman church still remain 
beneath the present roofs. About A.D. 1160 the arches of the tower 
were rebuilt in a pointed form, with square soffites slightly recessed; 
the present nave was apparently built at the same time; then came 
the building of the chancel and of a north aisle parallel with the 
nave, which evidently gabelled over three early pointed windows in 
its east wall, and so included the space formerly occupied by the 
north transept of the Norman church. There were three lancet 
windows in the length of its north side wall, two of which remain. 

To connect the nave with the north aisle there is a pointed arch 
with plain soffite and chamfered quoins, and over this is a small 
lancet window of a date slightly previous to the erection of this 
aisle, being then of course an external window. In the jambs of the 
window are two painted figures in frescoe—the one crowned, and 
with three arrows in his hand, is undoubtedly St. Edmund; the other 
represents a bishop in the act of blessing. The west wall of this aisle 
is abutting to the wall of the nave, shewing that tbe nave itself is 
of earlier date. 

The chancel was built on a grand scale in the twelfth century and is 
very beautifully proportioned; it contains thirteen lancet windows, 
the triplet at the east end being graduated. All these windows are 
now filled with stained glass, the execution of which has been 
entrusted to Messrs. Lavers, Barraud, and Westlake, and has been 
admirably carried out.* 

The next change of importance was the rebuilding of the south 
transept in the thirteenth century, and the restoration of the north 
transept by cutting across the eastern half of the aisle already 
mentioned and throwing up its gable flush with the north wall, and 
the insertion of the lofty three-light traceried window in the place 
of the third lancet light. The history of this architectural change 
may be very distinctly read in the roof, the arrangement of which 
is very interesting. The south transept has a gabled projection on 

* A very beautiful window, the work of the same firm, has also been placed 
in the nave to the memory of the late Lady Victoria ViUiers, wife of the present 
Rector, and daughter of John first Lord Russell, " by two who loved her, and wish 
gratefully to acknowledge her gentle influence on their lives." 
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its eastern wall, forming internally a recess for an altar, near to 
which is a piscina richly moulded and cusped. 

In the recess stands a very remarkable specimen of early 
mediaaval wood-frame work; it has two massive oak posts with 
carved tops, and these posts have been morticed in front as though 
to receive other frame work or a canopy. I t was brought to this 
church from Canterbury Cathedral by Archdeacon Battely. In 
between the posts was a painting of the four Evangelists on a thin deal 
board, which on being removed revealed the original rich diaper work 
on which there had been evidently figures of the four Evangelists, 
which at some time had been chipped off, and the deal board and its 
paintings (now placed at the foot of the structure) fastened over 
the diaper background. This woodwork is undoubtedly amongst 
the oldest extant in England, and is of special interest to archaeo-
logists. Before this recess is the stone coffin of Thomas de Upton, 
Sector in A.D, 1290; the brass has been removed, but the beautiful 
impression of the cross remains. 

The western half of the north aisle is divided from its eastern 
half, which, as we have seen, has now become the north transept, by 
a skreen of timber framing which reaches to the height of the walls 
and then is carried up to support the roofs of aisle and transept at 
their intersection, the lower part being filled with panels and tracery. 
There is a doorway in the centre of this skreen, but no indication 
of its having been enclosed with doors. 

In the fourteenth century the piers ofthe tower needed strength-
ening, they were accordingly under-pinned and partially rebuilt and 
supported by other massive piers, these were weathered into the form 
of buttresses, and a sub-arch of segmental pointed form was in-
troduced beneath the old pointed arches to afford a counter thrust 
to the piers. The sub-arch between the tower and chancel was 
removed at the restoration in A.D. 1869, to the great improvement of 
the interior effect of the church. 

At this period (fourteenth century) the old windows of the nave, 
except the one already spoken of which opens into the aisle, were 
taken out, and windows of the Decorated period were inserted, they 
were placed in somewhat different positions in the nave ; the stone 
work of the old south doorway inside and out was likewise removed, 
and the opening built up with flint; the large west doorway was 
now made. I n certain lights the outlines of the old windows and 
door may still be traced in the flint work. The cradling which sup-
ports the bell cage appears to be of the same date, blocking as it does 
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the small windows of the middle stage of the tower. An ugly 
upper stage, void of windows, was added to the tower several 
centuries later and surmounted by a battlemented parapet; on re-
moving this to build the present pyramidal roof the rotten wall 
plates were found, shewing that such a roof had originally crowned 
the tower. 

There are four bells, on three of them are inscribed the words, 
" Thomas Palmer made me Peter du Moulin D.D. Eector of Adia-
ham 1670; " and on the fourth or large tenor bell is the following, 
" Magdalena nomen campana certe melodies." 

The pavement at the time of restoration was in a very dilapidated 
condition, but the mediaeval encaustic tiles scattered over the church 
have been collected, and sufficient were found to make up some very 
perfect patterns of the original design ; they are now laid within the 
sanctuary. A few fragments of the old chancel skreen remained, 
and they have been carefully retained, the rest of the new skreen 
being worked up from what was left. The colour of the woodwork 
sufficiently indicates to the antiquary the old and the new work. A 
long account is given in Blomfield's ' History of the Martyrs' of a 
dispute between Mr. Bland, Eector of Adisham (afterwards burnt 
by Thornden, Bishop Suffragan of Dover) and Mr. Austen, church-
warden of Adisham in 1553, in which reference is made to part of 
the old skreen. 

The old bench table is still found running round the walls of the 
nave, a seat of wood has been placed upon it, and it now serves as a 
bench for the children. 

The font is the old Norman font of the original church ; it is 
square and of simple form, with a central shaft and four pillars. 

There are a few points of interest to be noted in the Eegisters. 
The baptismal registers begin in the year A.D. 1539, they are, how-
ever, copied by one William Smith to the year A.D. 1598, the copied 
pages being witnessed to by Jno. Oxenden. 

I t is noted that in 1570 Valentine Austen " dyed of ye plage," 
and the same misfortune befell James Austen in 1572. 

Against the year 1625 are found the words, " Anno primo regis 
Caroli quem Deus pro infinita sua dementia quam diutissime in-
columem conservet ad ejus gloriam et ad hujus reipublicse florentis-
sime tutelam." A little later we read, "1660 May 29 King Charles 
the 2d being happily returned to his rights Dr. Du Moulin restored 
the Bectory of Adisham to Dr. Oliver the true owner of the same." 
But on Oct, 20 " Dr. Oliver dyed at Oxford and Peter du Moulin 
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had the Eectory of Adisham cum Staple collated upon him by my 
Lord Grace of Canterbury Juxon." 

In the year A.D. 1588 there were in Adisham 116 communicants, 
i.e., adults, above the age for confirmation, who were capable of 
receiving the Holy Communion; at the present time, A.D. 1881, the 
actual communicants number 168. 

Perhaps I may conclude this short paper in the following words 
of a great preacher—words of practical import to archaeologists. 
Speaking of just such noble churches as this which I have been de-
scribing he says : " We have not lost all while we have the buildings 
of our forefathers. Happy they who when they enter within their 
holy limits enter in heart into the court of heaven! and most 
unhappy who while they have eyes to admire, admire them only for 
their beauty's sake and the skill they exhibit; who regard them as 
works of art only not fruits of grace, bow down before their mate-
rial forms, instead of worshipping in spirit and in truth; count 
their stones and measure their spaces, but discern in them no 
tokens of the invisible, no canons of truth, no lessons of wisdom 
to guide them forward in the way heavenward." 
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