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"ISABEL, COUNTESS OF ATHOL." 

(From Dart's Sistory and Antiquities of the Cathedral Church of Canterbury.) 
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NOTE 
ON THE SO-CALLED 

TOMB OF THE COUNTESS OE ATHOL 
IN THE 

CATHEDRAL CHUEOH OE CANTERBURY. 
BY W. H. ST. JOHN HOPE, M.A. 

IN St. Gabriel's chapel in the crypt of the cathedral church 
of Canterbury, and under the easternmost of the two 
arches between the chapel and the crypt ambulatory, is a 
tomb surmounted by an effigy, which has from time im-
memorial been known as that of Isabel, Countess of Athol, 
who died in 1292. 

The tomb has been sadly injured, and now consists of a 
stone step, on which stands the rubble core of the tomb 
itself, with the freestone effigy of a lady on top. When 
John Dart published his History and Antiquities of the 
Cathedral Church of Canterbury in 1726, the tomb seems to 
have been complete, and his engraving of it shews that the 
sides were decorated with traceried panels containing shields 
of arms. From a few remaining fragments it is evident 
that the sides and ends of the tomb were wrought in 
alabaster. 

A short time ago, arising out of a suggestion that the 
tomb should be restored by the present representatives of 
the Countess of Athol, I was led to examine it. A very 
superficial survey shewed that instead of commemorating a 
lady who died in 1292, the tomb was at least a century and 
a half later, and it was quite impossible to connect the 
heraldry displayed in Dart's engraving with any Countess of 
Athol at all. 

The engraving in question represents the north side of 
the tomb, which apparently then stood against a blocking 

TOL, xxvii. p 
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wall to the south, and shews three shields within the traceried 
panels. Of these the two end shields bore the same arms, 
three cinquefoils, and the middle one a trivet.* 

So many families bore or bear three cinquefoils for their 
arms that in the absence of information as to the tinctures 
it was useless to try and trace them, but a trivet is a very 
rare charge borne allusively by several branches of the 
Tryvet family. 

The effigy of the lady so closely resembles that of 
Philippa, Duchess of Tork (ob. 1431), in the chapel of 
St. Nicholas in Westminster abbey church, and the two 
tombs were so obviously originally of the same character 
and from tbe same workshop, as to suggest a search for a 
lady bearing the name of Tryvet who could have been 
buried at Canterbury about the same time, and for whom a 
tomb could have been made by the same carvers. 

The result of the search was most encouraging. In 
Archbishop Chichele's Hegisterf at Lambeth is the will, 
dated 28th July 1421, of one Elizabeth Tryvet. She says 
nothing about herself, but desires 

corpus meum fore sepeliendum in ecclesia Christi Can-
tuariensis si in Comitatu Kancie me obire contigerit; 

and her first bequest i s : 
Item lego eidem ecclesie unum vestimentum de rubeo 

velveto cum tunica et dalmatica et capa de eodem albis et 
aliis apparatis ad eadem. 

On the verso is the following, which tells us a little more: 
Hee est voluntas et legacio Elizabet que 
fuit uxor Thome Tryvet militis 

In primis voluit et legavit Priori ecclesie Christi Cantuar. unum 
lectum de viridi cerico cum curtenis et cum apparatu altaris. Item 
unum vestimentum de velvet videlicet pro presbitero diacono et 
subdiacono cum una capa de eadem secta. Item unum calicem 
unum osculatorium argenteum deauratum et duas Solas de argento 
una cum aliis rebus usque ad summam centum marcarum ( = £66 
13s. 4<£). 

* Some writers, who knew not what a trivet was, have mistaken this charge 
for the three conjoined legs in the arms of the Isle, of Man. 

t Vol. i. f. 442, 
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Other legacies follow, which do not concern us now. 
The will was proved 17th December 1433. 

Who Elizabeth Tryvet was is somewhat uncertain, beyond 
the fact that she was the wife of Sir Thomas Tryvet, a 
knight who owned property in Somerset, Kent, and other 
counties, and was appointed in or about 1386 the King's 
Admiral in the South and West; he died in 1388. According 
to Beltz " the Lady de Trivet" was one of the ladies who 
were decorated with robes of the Order of the Garter in 
1390, notwithstanding that her husband was not a knight 
of the Order;* aud she was again provided with robes of 
the Order in 1399.f She must therefore have been in high 
favour at Court during the reign of Eichard I I . Beltz also 
states that she " was daughter and heir of sir Philip Tim-
bury, and been first married to Thomas Swinbourne, esq."J 
Who Sir Philip Timbury was I have not yet made out, but 
the Rev. F. W. Weaver informs me that there was a family 
of Tymbury resident in Somerset, who seem to have been 
yeomen or small gentry. Mr. Weaver also points out that 
Thomas Swynborne, knight, and Elizabeth Tryvet his wife 
presented to the living of Otterhampton,§ Somerset, in 
1406, and the latter again presented to it in 1431, when 
she is called relicta Thome Trevet militis. Swynborne was 
therefore her second husband, and not the first, as stated by 
Beltz. 

Sir Thomas Swynborne probably belonged to the 
Northumbrian and Durham family of that name, who bore : 
Per fess gules and silver, three cinquefoils, the one of the other; 
and these are no doubt the arms formerly on the Canterbury 
tomb. 

Elizabeth Tryvet survived her second husband until 1433, 
when she died seized of lands in Somerset and Kent, including 

* G. E. Beltz, Memorials of the Order of the O-arter (London, 1841), 252. 
t Ibid. 255. 
j Ibid. 252, note 2. 
§ The manor of Otterhampton, with the advowson of the church, was one of 

the properties of Sir Thomas Tryvet (Inq. p.m. 12 Riobard II . No. 52), which 
passed to his wife Elizabeth on his death, and of which she was possessed at 
the date of her own death (Inq. p.m. 12 Henry VI. No. 35). She was then 
desoribed as " Elizabetha que fuit uxor Thome Tryvet militis defuucti." 
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TOMB OF PHILIPPA, DUCHESS OF YORK (OB. 1431), IN WESTMINSTER A33EY CHURCH. 



EFFIGY OF LADY TRYVET (OB. 1433) IN THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF CANTERBURY. 
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in the latter county the manors of Bocton Alulpb and 
Stouting, with the advowsons of both the churches. 

Seeing how liberal a benefactor Lady Tryvet was to the 
Prior and Convent of Canterbury, there is no difficulty in 
supposing that she found the honourable burial in the 
cathedral church which she desired, and the heraldic 
evidence, as well as the date of the effigy, are, I think, 
conclusive that her tomb is that under notice. 

The effigy is that of an elderly lady in an underdress 
with tightly buttoned sleeves, which shew at the wrists; a 
long girded gown which covers the feet, with the sleeves 
turned up at the wrists like cuffs; and an ample mantle. 
The head is covered by (1) the barbe or chin band of plaited 
linen, which also covers the throat, (2) a linen hood closely 
fitting the face, (3) a cap or veil with finely crimped border, 
and (4) a second veil or hood, also with a narrow crimped or 
pleated edging, which hangs over the shoulders. The head 
rests upon two pillows, the upper of which is set athwart 
the lower, supported originally by two sitting angels, now 
sadly mutilated; beneath the feet is a dog. The hands are 
broken away. 

The effigy was originally painted: the gown black, the 
mantle black with a lining that may have been a dark green, 
and the second veil white. Of the two pillows, the upper 
was red and the lower blue. The angels were clothed in 
black, and the dog was also black. 

I have to thank the Eev. F. W. Weaver, M.A., F.S.A., 
for his information as to the genealogical history of Lady 
Tryvet, and Mr. W. D. Caroe, M.A., F.S.A., for inducing 
me to set on foot this enquiry, which has, I trust, settled 
the identity of the tomb. 
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