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THE HOSPITAL OP ST. MARY OP OSPRINGE 
COMMONLY OALLED MAISON DIETJ. 

{'. BY CHARLES H . DRAKE . 

THE founding of hospitals, such as the one which forms the 
subject of this Paper, seems to have been prompted by two 
motives: first, as a channel for the distribution of alms, 
and secondly, to provide rest and refreshment en route for the 
numerous persons visiting shrines at home and abroad. The 
first I need say little about: it has been common to all ages 
in Christian lands. As to the second, the rage for undertaking 
pilgrimages, which was one of the distinguishing features of 
mediseval times, had the effect of increasing the number of 
travellers over certain roads to such an extent that hospitality 
could not always be obtained in the monasteries and inns 
existing in the districts through which pilgrims had to pass. 
It is true there were the Knights Hospitallers, but as time 
went on new centres of attraction arose, and hence the 
foundation of these Houses of God,1 remains of some of 
which still exist in different parts of the country. 

The parish of Ospringe lies in the hundred of Eaversham, 
in the north-eastern division of Kent. Adjoining it on the 
north is the parish of Eaversham, the main road from 
London to Dover for a distance of over a mile forming the 
boundary line between the two parishes. The village is 

1 "Maison Dieu," lit. House of God. The term was in general use in 
the Middle Ages, vide Piers Plowman, A. Passus viii., 28. Truth bade 
merchants trade fairly and "saue y° Wynnynge, and make Mesondeu ther-
with. Meseye to helpe, and wikkede wones withly to amende . . . ." 

And Morte d'Arthur, line 3088. Arthur assembles his knights to assault 
the oity: " Thane boldly thay buske . . . . Mynsteris and Mason dewes thay 
malle to the erthe . . . ." 

At Ripon are still some remains of a house (in High St., Agnesgate) 
formerly known as "The Maiden's Due" (Maison de Dieu). At Tiokhill were 
three hospitals, one of whioh, founded by John of Gaunt, was called Maison 
Dieu. The Dover Maison Dieu is well known. 
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situate on the main road, the dwellings on the south side of 
the street being consequently in Ospringe, while those on 
the opposite side are in Eaversham. 

This main road, originally part of the Roman Watling 
Street, has for many centuries been an important one, and 
at the time of which I am writing was one of those fre-
quented by persons coming into and going out of the country. 
I t was also the direct route for pilgrims from. London and 
the eastern counties to the shrine of St. Thomas at 
Canterbury. I t must not, however, be confounded with 
the Pilgrims' Way, which lies some miles to the southward. 

The popularity of the " holy blissful martyr " began in 
earnest about the time of the erection of his shrine in 
Canterbury Cathedral in the year 1220. About the same 
time Hubert de Burgo, guardian of the realm, founded his 
Maison Dieu at Dover. The young and impressionable 
King Henry I I I . was not long in following the example set 
'by his minister, and more than one house of refuge for the 
traveller, the poor and infirm can be traced to his piety. 

Ospringe, with the advantage of its watercourse, would 
suggest itself as a convenient halting place, and the king 
appropriated, out of his' manors in Ospringe and Faversham, 
a site for his hospital. Very soon after 1230 the House 
seems to have been established.3 I t was dedicated to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and consisted of a Master and 
three Brethren who were called Presbyteri Conversi,3 

that is, secular priests who had taken the vows of 
the Order of the Holy Cross,4 and two secular clerks 

' Lewis, Sistory of Faversham Abbey, etc. (172?). I have freely availed 
myself of his account of the hospital of Ospringe. 

3 See MS. entitled Domus Dei de Ospringe among Reg. Arch. Cant. 
4 Brethren of the Holy Cross. A religious Order keeping the Austin Rule. 

They may in some way have been connected with either the Hospitallers or the 
Templars, with one or other of which Orders some authorities have connected 
this hospital. Their property was, however, held of the king and of him only. 
The late Mr. J. P. Wadmore in a learned paper on the Hospitallers in Kent 
{Archaologia Cantiana, Vol. XXII.) makes no reference to this house, nor can 
I find that the Knights Templars exercised any control over its members or 
property. A printed pamphlet (in the British Museum) by the Prior of the 
Templars in London sets forth the advantages of subscribing to the brother-
hood and getting the spiritual benefit of association. 
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whose office it was to pray or celebrate for the soul of their 
founder and the souls of his royal predecessors and 
successors. The master aud brethren were to be hospitable 
to the poor and needy pilgrims, and particularly to 
relieve poor lepers, " which distemper," as Mr. Somner 
observes, " seems then to have been a ' National Malady,5 

and accordingly, in all parts provision was made for the 
receipt and relief of such persons as that comitial disease 
had marked out for sequestration from publick commerce."6 

Eor this end were there apartments provided in another 
house built on the other side of the street over against this 
hospital, some of the walls of which are still remaining. 

The king also caused a chamber to be built in the house 
and set apart for his use, when he passed this road. This 
room was known as camera regis, or the king's chamber. 

Geoffrey seems to have been the first master or custos oi 
the hospital. 

In 1234 the king granted him certain corn which had 
been grown on the lands of the king's manor of Ospringe, 
formerly held by Goldwin de Dol, to the benefit of the said 
hospital, and in the year following Geoffrey obtained from 
Henry out of his wood in Meredew six posts and other 
material for forming enclosures, as well as four beams, ropes 
and certain timber for the work to the hospital.6 

On 9 Eebruary 1235 the king affixed his seal to the 
agreement made between Robert, abbot of St. Augustine's, 
Canterbury, and the convent of the same place of the one 
part, and the brethren of the hospital of the Blessed Mary 
"de Osspring" of the other part, for a chapel or chantry in 
the said hospital.7 

About the same time he directed that Helen, daughter 
of Andrew de Eaversham, who was blind (visu orbata est), 
should be received into the hospital as a servant of God and 
sister of the hospital, and treated as were the other sisters.8 

I t appears by this, that besides the hospitality given to 

6 Antiquities of Canterbury. (Quoted by Lewis.) 6 Close Rolls 18 Henry III., et seqt 
' Ibid., 19 Henry III., m. 19 d. 5 Ibid., m. 18. 
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travellers, the house maintained a certain number of alms-
folk wh6 dwelt within its walls. 

In 1235 the king gave to the brothers for their support, 
during his pleasure, one hundred solidates in land with the 
appurtenances thereon, in Waltham, which the king had 
before given to John de Dinar (or Disner), the hospital to 
hold them in " full seisin."9 

The king also caused fifty hogs to be sent to the hospital 
from his park at Havering, or elsewhere if more con-
venient.10 

Einal concord was made " at the King'& court at Ber-
mundsey, St. Michaelmas in fifteen days, 19 Henry I I I . 
(1235), between Hervey (Hervicius) de Cobeham, master of 
the hospital of St. Mary, Ospreng, pit., and John le Wan-
deys and Letitia his wife, defts., of one messuage with 
appurtenances in Ospreng by which John and Letitia recog-
nise the same to be the right of the master and brothers of 
the said hospital as of the gift of John and Letitia, to hold 
of them in free, pure, and perpetual alms for ever free from 
all secular services and exactions, and they warrant therein 
the said master and brothers against all men for ever; in 
return the master and brothers give their prayers."11 

I t is doubtful if any of the foundation deeds of this house 
are in existence now. The series of charter rolls in the 
Record Office give evidence, however, of a number of grants 
of property to the hospital, commencing in the year 1237, 
the earliest date mentioned by Tanner.13 This charter is 
dated 8 Eebruary, 21 Henry I I I . (1237), and in it the king 
confirms an agreement as to the demise of lands in Merrow13 

by Alice, prioress, and the nuns of S. Margaret Ivingho, and 
an agreement as-to lands in the same place by Roger de 
Crest to the brethren of the hospital of Ospringe for 
thirty years. 

9 Close Rolls 19 Henry IIL, m. 10. 10 Ibid., m. 2. 11 Peet of Pines, Kent, Case 96, Pile 19, No. 260. 12 Tanner, Monasticon (Nasmith), "Maison Dieu, Ospringe or Awssprenge." 
Charter Roll 21 Henry IIL, m. 7. 13 Merrow, a parish in Surrey about three miles nbrfch-w/est of Guildford. 
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Respecting these lands an order was made a few months-
later as to the Aid then being collected for the king's 
needs. (See Appendix I.) 

On 10 September 1237 Henry conferred on the hospital 
the manor of Trehanston or Triameston, in Burmarsh, pre-
viously held by Jordan de Mumartr'.1* The descent of this 
manor is given in Archceologia Cantiana, Vol. I I . I t was an 
acquisition to the house. In connection with the gift of this 
property Gracienus is mentioned as custos of the hospital. 

In the next year the king's bailiff of Ospringe was 
ordered to deliver to the brethren xiii quarters of grain 
" de dono Regis."15 

1239. By charter, another grant of property in London, 
Elverland, and Sheppey. (See Appendix II.) 

This was followed in August 1240 by a further and 
valuable gift, " La Denne " in Headcorn with the advowson 
of the church there, and property in other places. (See 
Appendix III.) 

8 April 1241 Henry granted the brethren his protection 
" without term."16 He paid a visit to the hospital in May 
of the same year, when he sent an order to the keeper of the 
archbishop's wood in Betenham to give xii oaks suitable for 
timber towards the work of the hospital (ad opus hospitalis) 
of his gift. On the occasion of this visit two shillings was 
given to Juliana, a sister of the hospital, for divers presents 
of milk and butter made to the king on his arrival at 
Ospringe. 

The buildings of the hospital had probably by this time 
nearly reached completion, and one of the next things done 
was the obtaining, in 1245, of a grant of the right of sepulture 
of the brethren who wore the habit there, and of those sick 
or diseased people who happened to die in the hospital. 
This was obtained from Robert, lord abbot of St. Austin's 
Abbey, Canterbury, who, on account of the appropriation of 
the church of Paversham to that abbey, claimed a jurisdic-

14 Close Roll 21 Henry III., m. 3. 18 Ibid., 22 Henry IIL, m. 9. 
xa Ibid., 25 Henry III., m. 9 d. 
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tion over the site of this hospital, which was in th.6 parish of 
Eaversham.1? 

In this grant (see Appendix IV.) the abbot provides that 
none else who do not belong to the hospital should be buried 
there; and that all the profits which should arise either from 
offerings, wills or confessions, or any other way by the death 
of those in the hospital, should freely and without any 
diminution be yielded to the church of Eaversham. That if 
there was any family in the said hospital in a secular habit, 
it should receive all spiritual rights from the vicar in the 
church of Faversham, and frequent the said church on the 
principal festivals of the year. That the priests for the time 
being who should minister in the said hospital should hear 
no confession except that of the brethren and poor who were 
sick in the hospital, and should to them only give the 
viaticum and extreme unction, and perform divine offices, 
and even in that case should pay, without any detention, all 
the profits to the vicar of Paversham. 

I t was likewise provided that the priests of the hospital 
should admit no parishioner of the church of Eaversham to 
divine service on the solemn days, especially Christmas Day, 
Candlemas Day, Easter, the Assumption of the Blessed 
Marie, and the Dedication of the Church, nor on any other 
days; and that if any parishioner of Eaversham offered 
anything in the hospital, those offerings should be restored 
to the mother church without any diminution. 

Also the priests of the hospital were not to receive at 
any time of the parishioners of Eaversham any annal or 
triennal. 

Eor the greater security of the performance of all the 
premisses it was ordained that the brother of the hospital 
who was the chapel-warden, together with the secular priests 
who ministered and dwelt in the hospital, should take an 
oath of fidelity to the vicar of Eaversham for the time being, 
in the church of Paversham, that, to the utmost of their 
power, they will save harmless the mother church in 
Paversham in the abovesaid raatters> and in all others. 

17 Lewis. Cf. Twysden, Decern Scriptores, 1893. 
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Lastly, the abbot agreed with the brethren of the 
hospital, that for this privilege of sepulture of the aforesaid 
persons, which he had now granted to the hospital, they 
should every year at Easter pay him at his house at 
Eaversham one shilling of free rent, and to the church of 
Eaversham on the day of the Assumption of St. Marie one 
wax taper of two pounds weight. 

On 29 January 1246 Henry granted to " St. Mary and 
the sick and brethren of the king's hospital in Ospringe " 
the following liberties: "They shall be free of suits of 
counties and hundreds, wapentakes, aids of sheriffs and 
bailiffs, of view of frank pledge and murders, and they and 
their men shall be quit of the common amercement when 
the county is amerced before the king- or his justices of the 
bench or of assize, and they and their men shall be quit of 
all toll in every market and in all fairs, and in all passage of 
bridges, ways, and the sea through all the realm, aud in all 
lands in which the king- can grant such liberties. 

" They shall safely receive and buy all lands given by any 
donors within the bounds of the king's forest. 

" No forester, sheriff or bailiff shall take lodging at the 
houses of the said hospital, or take aught against the 
master's will. 

" All animals called f Weyf' found in the fee of the said 
hospital shall belong to the brethren unless someone who 
can prove his right to them have followed them within a 
proper time, according to the custom of the country. 

" They shall have the chattels of fugitives being their 
tenants and the amercements of their men, whether they 
are amerced before the king or before his justices of the 
bench or in eyre, or before commissioners to take an assize 
or deliver a gaol or before sheriffs or other bailiffs, provided 
that the said bailiffs shall first receive the amercements 
and immediately deliver them without diminution to the said 
brethren j moreover, none of the above liberties shall be 
abrogated by non-user."18 

On 22 January 1247 licence was granted to William 
18 Charter Roll 30 Henry III., m. 7. 
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Gracien, warden, to sell land which he bought of Walter de 
Hok to the use of the hospital, and to make profit thereof 
for the hospital.19 

In the same year (1247) followed another charter granting 
to the hospital a number of gifts of land, etc., in various 
places. (See Appendix V.) 

Adam de Tamie of Sheppey (by deed dated 1 April 1247 
in the charter rolls of Henry III.) expressly mentions his 
grant " a s an act of piety . . . . as a free gift for ever to the 
master and brethren of the Maison Dieu founded by 
Henry I I I . in 1235, and dedicated to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, in the parish of Ospring in the county of Kent."20 

On 3 June 1251 the king granted to the hospital a weekly 
market at Headcorn manor on Thursday, and a yearly fair 
on the vigil, feast and morrow of SS. Peter and Paul.31 

The house received a further gift in May of the next 
year, of land in 'f Trehameston in the marsh of Rumenhale " 
to hold in frank almoin, by finding a chaplain to celebrate 
daily in the hospital the Mass of the Blessed Edward King 
and Confessor.23 

A few months later followed a grant and confirmation 
by the master and brethren of the hospital of the Blessed 
Mary of Dover to God and the hospital of the Blessed Mary 
in Ospringe, and the master and brothers there, of all claim 
to the hereditament, late of William Eitz Nicholas of 
Ospringe, which he gave to the said hospital of Dover, except 
one acre next the parson's garden, to hold to the said master 
and brothers in puram, etc. . . . This document is signed 
by brother Michael, master of the hospital of Dover, dated 
in Dover 20 day of March 1253, and by William de 
Vienne, Robert de London, Luca de Hornesclive, William 
de Putwode, Roger de Hornesclive, John le Wandeis, Galfrid 
le Salvage and Aid. William Sparue. I t has the seal of the 
Domus Dei, Dover, attached.38 

19 Pat. Roll 31 Henry IIL, m. 8. !» A. A. Daly. Mistory of Sheppey (1904), p. 283. 21 Charter Roll 35 Henry IIL, m. 6. 22 Ibid., 36 Henry III., 'tn. 11. !S Title DeedO. J.22, Chapter Library, Cant. 
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When the king's son was knighted in 1254 the master of 
the hospital of Ospringe paid aid for half a fee of land held 
in Tangertone within Whitstaple from Robert de Mescegros. 
The manor of Tangreton alias Beconfield, says Hasted,2* was 
held by knight's service. The master also held one fee in 
Trianstone " d e domino Rege de Honore de Partico."26 

In 1255 (1 January) the king by letters patent confirmed 
a covenant made between the master and brethren of the 
hospital and Geoffrey le Sauvage, respecting a messuage in 
Ospringe lying between that of Robert de London towards 
the east and the watercourse towards the west.20 

The hospital secured another charter early in the year 
1258. (See Appendix VI.) 

I t was also, in 1263, holding land in the manor of 
Polkestone.37 

An instrument among the Somner MSS. dated at 
Ospringe on the Friday after the festival of St. Lucy the 
Virgin, in the year of grace 1267, states that Elias, the 
master, and all the brethren of the hospital agree that 
Archbishop Boniface, patron of the vicarage of Hedcrone, 
the parsonage of which was appropriated to this hospital, 
should allow to the vicar over and above the income of the 
vicarage the sum of 100 shillings, and they expressly assert 
that the patronage or advowson of this church was granted 
to the archbishops of Canterbury by the prince their 
founder.28 

In. 52-53 Henry I I I . a writ was directed to tlie barons of 
the exchequer, by which the king pardoned to the master of 
this hospital the last tallage assessed upon his tenants " hac 
vice de sua speciali gratia."20 

On 27 January 1267 the king, by inspeximus of a 
charter dated Clarendon 29 June A0 30 Henry I I I . in favour 
of the hospital of Ospring, renews the same under the seal 
" now in use " at the instance of Elyas, now master of the 
said hospital, with further grant, that whereas in the said 

24 Sistory of Kent, viii., 513. 25 Patent Roll 39 Henry IIL, m. 17, 28 Lewis. 

25 Arch. Cant., XII., 197, et seq. 2' Arch. Cant., III., 261. 29 Madox, Sist. Exchequer, p. 692. 
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charter it was granted that they might receive and hold any 
lands acquired by them in the metes of the king's forest, it 
is now granted that they may do so as well without as within 
the said metes : and also, that whereas in the said charter it 
was granted that they shall have chattels of fugitives, being 
their tenants, they shall in future have the chattels as well 
of condemned persons as of fugitives.30 

This appears to have been the last of the pious founder's 
acts of grace to his-hospital of Ospringe. His son Edward 
was abroad at the time of his father's death in November 
1272, and some months elapsed before he came to England. 
After doing homage to Philip for the domains he held in 
Prance and settling a dispute with Flanders concerning the 
wool trade, he arrived in England in the month of August 
1273. On 24 September he came to Ospringe, and whilst 
there granted licence by letters patent to a great number of 
merchants, English and foreign, to export wool.81 

1274. Agreement made at the King's Court at West-
minster, Hilary in fifteen days, 2 Edward L, between 
Brother Walter, master of the hospital of St. Mary of 
Ospreng, pit., and Robert de London, deft., of one messuage, 
80 acres of land, 5 acres of wood with appurtenances in 
Ospreng, Thruleye, and Esling, whereby he recognizes the 
same to be the right of the said master and brothers of the 
said hospital, they paying 12s. 6d. a year during the life of 
Robert, and after his death the same to revert wholly to the 
said master and his successors to hold by such services as 
belong to the said tenements.83 

On 21 February 127-J there was among the sisters 
dwelling in the hospital one Juliana, sometime damsel of 
Queen Eleanor, the king's mother. Ralph de Sandwich, the 
king's steward, was ordered to cause Juliana to have two 
beeches for her fuel " of the king's gift."38 

Furley, in his History of the Weald of Kent, p. 212, states 
that sixteen yearly entries occur in the hundred rolls, of 

30 Charter Roll 52 Henry IIL, m. 9. 31 Pat. 1 Edward I., m. .. 32 Peet of Pines, Kent, Case 98, Pile 56, No. 24. 33 Close Roll 6 Edward I., m. 12. 
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purchases of 4000 herrings at 8s. id. per thousand for the 
Maison Dieu at Ospringe, commencing in the year 1277. 

In this year, in a roll of knight's fees, the archbishop of 
Canterbury and the master of the Maison Dieu of Ospringe 
are returned as lords of Hedcorne.Si 

Edward I. passed through Ospringe 10 August 1281, 
staying long enough to transact some little business.85 

Archbishop Peckham held an ordination in the church 
of S. Mary, Paversham, in the ember season of 1283, at 
which Hamo of the Domus Dei, Ospringe, was admitted 
"Acolyte," and Brother John Pitz Nicholas was ordained 
deacon.38 

In Peckham's time it was agreed that the master and 
brethren of the hospital should pay to the vicar of Faversham, 
for the time being, the sum of five shillings for the small 
tithes of the close and gardens of the said hospital. (See 
Appendix VII.) 

The master of the hospital about this time appears to 
have given a, great deal of offence to his neighbours. 
Finding himself in trouble he appealed, as usual, to his 
royal patron, with the result that on 1 June 1290 the king 
sent an order to the barons of the exchequer to cause him 
to be acquitted of 5 marks at which he was amerced before 
the la,te king's justices in eyre in Kent, for many trespasses, 
and of half a mark for a false claim, and half a mark in like 
manner, as the late king on 15 October A0 55 (1271) par-
doned him these sums.37 

On 12 January 1292 Edward sent letters to the master 
of the hospital in favour of Ralph le Bedel, who was in the 
service of Queen Eleanor, the king's mother, to find him 
suitable maintenance for life.38 

Hitherto this house, in common with other similar 
foundations, appears to have been exempt from the payment 
of the subsidies levied on the country for the king's require-
ments. Peter, who was master in October 1294, had, 

34 Hasted, v., 325. 35 Close Roll 9 Edward I., m. 4, 
38 Letters of Abp. Peokham, f. 1033. (Rolls Series.) 
3<r Close Roll 18 Edward I., m. 9. 38 Close Roll 20 Edward I., m. 11 d. 
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however, with the rest of the clergy, granted the king a 
moiety of his benefices and goods, and was in return 
rewarded with the king's protection for one year.39 

In 1290 Queen Eleanor of Castile, Edward's first wife, 
died.40 Four years later the king was in treaty with Philip 
le Bel of France for the hand of his daughter Blanche. I t 
is not surprising, considering this, and the circumstances 
which arose out of his suit, that Edward should have been 
often at Ospringe on his journeyings to and from France.41 

He was here on 28-29 July 1293. Twice did he pass through 
during the next year, and on some other occasions within 
the following six years, on all of which he stayed for a short 
time. 

On 5 July and on the 20th of the same month, in 1299, 
he was transacting business at Ospringe. His marriage 
with Marguerite, the sister of Blanche le Bel, was solemnised 
at Canterbury by Archbishop Winchelsey in the following 
September. 

Archbishop Winchelsey directed that the brothers of the 
hospital of Ospringe should make profession in the same 
manner as the hospitallers and templars.43 

Edward I., while at Canterbury on 13 September 1299, 
sent an order to the bailiff of the manor of Ospringe 
to cause the master of St. Mary's hospital there to have in 
the wood of Asshele in that manor viii oaks fit for timber, 
in order to make a chapel and divers other works in that 
hospital which the king had enjoined upon him.43 

Prince Edward was at the Maison Dieu in January 1305, 
when a present of x quarters of oats was sent to him from 
the corporation of Eaversham.44 

On 21 October 1307 the king made a grant for life to 
Robert de Rydeware, king's yeoman, of that liberty which 
Juliana de Wy, deceased, had in the hospital of Ospringe by 
grant of the late king.45 

39 Pat. 22 Edward I., m. 6 d. 
40 Strickland, Lives of the Queens of England, I., 312-3. 
41 Itinerary of Edward I. 42 Reg. Winchelsey. 
43 Close Roll 27 Edward I., m. 7. 
44 Arch. Cant., X., 223. 46 Pat. 1 Edward II.,. m. 17. 
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Edward I I . on his accession to the throne visited Erance 
and did homage to Philip, king of Erance, for Guienne and 
Ponthieu. He married Isabella, and after a few days 
returned to England accompanied or followed by the two 
uncles of his bride and a numerous train of foreign noblemen 
whom he had invited to be witnesses of his coronation. 
Journeying to London with his queen they both stayed at 
Ospringe on 12 Pebruary 1308.46 

In 1312 licence for alienation in mortmain was granted 
to the hospital in respect of certain properties. (See 
Appendix VIII.) 

In 1314 the king committed two deserving persons to the 
care of the good brothers of Ospringe:—21 Pebruary John 
de Tot was sent to the hospital to receive the necessaries of 
life. He had been of service to the late king, and this was 
doubtless considered a suitable reward. On 12 August the 
master and brethren were ordered to admit into the house 
Henry le Lounge of Pletewyk, and find him maintenance for 
life in food, clothing, etc.47 

On 22 February of the same year Edward pardoned tbe 
master and brethren for acquiring in mortmain, without 
licence, a moiety of a, carucate of land in the island of 
Shepeye from Elizabeth, daughter of Wm Noel, who held 
it in chief; with restitution of the same.48 

1315. 26 April the king confirmed a grant to the hos-
pital by Thomas, son of John de Badele, of a messuage in 
Ospringe, by Thomas called the cook of the parish of 
Ospringe, of his entire wood with the soil thereof, lying in 
a place which is called " Kenteysesbusses;" remise and sur-
render by Stephen, son of Stephen de Cherringe, vintner, 
of a messuage with the ground and house upon the same 
which he formerly held from them in Ospringe by the yearly 
service of 40..; of a grant by Adam, son of John Monsel of 
Ospringe, of a messuage in the same town with its curtilage; 
by Henry, son of Walter de Hornesclive, of 17|<#, rent ; by 

40 Rymer, IL, 32. 47 Close Rolls 7 Edward II., m. 10 d., a,nd. 4° 8, m, 35 d, 48 Patent Roll 7 Edward IL, m, 2L 
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Stephen de Molendino of 26d. of rent, and a rent of one 
hen in the same town; by Walter de Hornesclive of 12d. of 
rent in the same town; of a remise by John Peyntur of 
Ospringe of &\d. of rent in the same town, which they were 
accustomed to render him yearly out of land which they had 
acquired from Robert de London; of the surrender and 
grant by Agnes, late wife of Roger le Planouer of Ospringe, 
of five shops in the same town ; of a grant by John Callere 
of Ospringe of the whole time of his tenement in the same 
town with the houses standing thereon, lying between the 
land of Stephen de Paris and a messuage of John, son of 
John Monsel and of Goditha his mother, and of the course 
of the water which runs through Ospringe; of a grant by 
Philip, son of William de Putwode, of 4s. of rent in the 
same town; of a remise and quit-claim by John le Peyntour 
of Ospringe of 2id. of rent, which they rendered to him out 
of a tenement which they held of the demise of Robert 
Gorges; of a confirmation by John, son of Robert de Wade-
ton, of a grant by Richard le Pleiter to them of six acres of 
land in Upechirche; and of a grant by William, son of 
William Goges of Scapeye, of a messuage and 2£ acres of 
land in Eastchirche in Scapeye. By fine of one mark.49 

Nicholas de Staple, a brother of the hospital, had on 
4 November 1310 been appointed master " during the king's 
pleasure."50 The selection was an unhappy one. Before 
four years had elapsed came a summary order to Brother 
Nicholas to transfer himself at once to the king's hospital of 
St. John at Oxford, and stay till the king ordained further 
concerning his estate, delivering to the master of that 
hospital the charters, muniments, andall other things touching 
the hospital of Ospringe in possession of him or others in 
deposit, the king wishing to avoid the damages, dangers and 
dilapidations of the goods of the hospital that would, it was 
feared, arise if Nicholas remained there any longer, on account 
of the dissensions between him and the other brethren.51 

48 Patent Roll 8 Edward IL, m. 20. 60 Pat. 4 Edward IL, m. 13. 51 Close Roll 7 Edward IL, m. 5. 
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The king ordered the master of the hospital at Ospringe 
to find him a horse and his expenses to Oxford, and directed 
the master of St. John's to receive him as one of the brethren 
there. Brother William de Dewesburi, of the Oxford house, 
was sent to Ospringe in place of the erring Nicholas, to 
stay there as one of the brethren. 

Brother Nicholas stayed on at Oxford, and in 1327 the 
new king, Edward I I I . , ordered the master there to maintain 
him as one of their chaplain-brethren.53 About seven years 
later the king wished him, as he professed in the hospital of 
Ospryng, to return there and stay as a brother, as he ought 
by his profession, the master and brethren being ordered 
to treat him according to the rule of their order.53 

Besides troubles within the hospital, the master and 
brethren had others from without. They frequently found 
it necessary to resist the attempts made to extort money 
from them, and these attempts did not always come from 
lay sources. When in trouble the brothers seem to have 
appealed, as a matter of course, to the king their patron, 
and apparently they always obtained redress. 

In 1316 Edward ordered the official of the archdeacon of 
Canterbury to desist from exacting a procuration from the 
master and brethren for the use of master William de 
Baeleto, as the hospital, which was of the alms of the king's 
progenitors, was founded upon a lay fee, had always been free 
and exempt from ordinary jurisdiction and from all con-
tributions and procurations, and any sentence of excom-
munication that they might have fulminated against the 
said master and brethren was to be revoked. A like order 
was sent to master William de Baeleto.51' 

In the month of September A0 10 Edward I I . (1316) Sir 
John de Ergardia whilst on a pilgrimage to Canterbury 
died at Ospringe.55 I t is reasonable to suppose that he was 
staying in the hospital. This Sir John came of a notable 

62 Close Roll 1 Edward IIL, m. 10. 63 Ibid., 8 Edward IIL, m. 9. 64 Ibid., 10 Edward IL, m. 24 d. 55 Summary of Wardrobe Accounts, vol. xxvi., 341. 
TO Ii. XXX- E 
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Scotch family. He was fifth chief (from Samerled) of the 
clan MacDougall " De Ergardia." 

John de Evesham, clerk, came before the king on Wed-
nesday after the translation of St. Thomas (1324), and sought 
to replevy to the prioress of Davynton her land in Davynton 
which was taken into the king's hands for her default before 
the justices of the bench against the master of the hospital 
of Ospringe. This was signified by the king to the justices.56 

On 4 November 1325 Edward sent an order to the 
treasurer and barons of tlie exchequer to cause exaction by 
the sheriff of the king in the hands of the king's hospital of 
Ospreng for divers sums of money for the king's use by 
reason of the 15th, 16th and 20th lately granted to the 
king by the community of the realm to be superseded, and 
to discharge the master and brethren of the hospital thereof 
at the exchequer upon this occasion, as the hospital which 
was founded by Henry I I I . " i s so poor in the things and 
means pertaining to it that the goods thereof scarce suffice 
for the maintenance of the master and. brethren and of the 
weak and infirm folk in the hospital, and of the other alms 
to be made according to the ordinance of Henry III . , and it 
would be necessary for the master and brethren to diminish 
the alms aforesaid if they are charged at this time with the 
aids granted to the king, etc."57 

On 15 July 1329 followed an order to the escheator not 
to meddle with certain tenements, and to permit the master 
of the house of Ospreng to receive the rents below, and 
restore any issues received from the tenements, as the king, 
at the prosecution of the master suggesting that Peter, 
formerly master of the said house, demised at fee farm to 
Thomas le Ken 15 acres of land in Ospreng forty years ago, 
renderiug therefor to the master 8 quarters of barley, 
and also to the abbot of L'He Dieu a messuage and 15 acres 
of land in Opchirche for a term of eight years for 8 quarters of 
barley to be rendered to the master. Although demised at 
their true value the escheator has taken into his own hands, 

56 Close Roll 18 Edward II., m, 39 d. 57 Ibid., 19 Edward IL, m. 23. 



MAISON DIED", OSPRINGE. 51 

detaining them so that the master could not receive the rents. 
On inquisition it was found that Peter in 15 Edward I. 
demised to Thomas le Ken 15^ acres of land in Ospreng for 
8 quarters of barley, and to the abbot of St. Mary's L'lle 
Dieu 18 Edward 1.8 acres of land in Opchirche for one hundred 
years for 4 quarters of barley, and that Alexander, late 
master of the house in 1309, demised to the said abbot a 
messuage and 100 acres of land in Opchirche for eighty years 
for 4 quarters of barley, and that the tenements in Ospreng 
are held of the king in gavelkind as of the manor of 
Ospreng by suit at the said manor from three weeks to 
three weeks . . . . and the demise is not to the damage of the 
king or anyone else, or to the diminution of the estate of 
the house.58 This order was repeated three years later.59 

1330. The king on Eebruary 16 granted to the master 
and brethren that they should " be free from providing sus-
tenance out of their house such as <at the king's request they 
provided for life for Robert le Messager of Newenton, now 
deceased."60 

John de Lenham became master in March 1330. Before 
he had been in office very long the king found it necessary 
to commission Rob: de Cantuaria and John de Windesore 
to make a visitation of the hospital, "which is reported to 
be greatly decayed by lack of good rule, and to remedy any 
abuses they may find." The enquiry had a good effect and 
the hospital recovered itself (see note on John de Lenham, 
under List of Masters). 

On 26 March 1332 another brother of the house was sent 
to Oxford to be maintained there at the expense of the 
Ospringe house. Thomas TJrre was the offender, and the king 
caused him to be " amoved" because he conducted himself 
badly towards the master and brethren, and dissipated their 
goods and excited all manner of disputes between the 
brethren.61 

At the same time the master was ordered not to admit 
Robert de Chilham or anyone else henceforth to be a brother 
58 Close Roll 3 Edward IIL, m. 14. *? Ibid., G Edward IIL, m. 12. 
60 Patent Roll 4 Edward HI., m. 41. « Close Roll 6 Edward III., m. 29 d. 
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without the king's special order, as Robert, who pretended 
that he was a brother, was moved therefrom for divers 
notorious excesses and disobediences, and the king wished 
to provide that such unworthy men should not be admitted 
in future.63 

On 28 December following- the taxors and collectors of 
• the 10th and 15th in Kent were commanded not to molest 
or aggrieve the master and brethren in the goods of the 
hospital for the said 10th and 15th, as the hospital "which 
was founded by Henry I I I . of his alms is so slenderly 
endowed that its goods barely suffice now for the maintenance 
of the master and brethren, and of the weak and infirm 
persons there, and for other alms according to the ordinance 
of the said king, and that if it be charged with the aids 
granted to the king by the community of the realm it will 
behove the master and brethren to diminish the said alms."63 

William de Cheney (Inquisitio p.m. 6 July 8 A0 

Edward III.) held 20 acres of land in the manor of 
Bedemangore (Kent) of the master and brethren of the 
Maison Dieu, Osprynge, held in gavelkind by service of 
3s. 4f _?. yearly, 2 hens at Christmas, 50 eggs at Easter, and 
doing their suit at their court of Osprynge every three 
weeks.04 

The close rolls of this period shew that protection had 
frequently to be granted to the hospital from the collectors 
of taxes, takers and purveyors of wool, and other persons. 

Gilbert de Sheffield, for good service, was on 9 July 1335 
sent to the hospital for maintenance for life, " as was given 
to John Toght, deceased, by request of Edward I."05 

In the year 1347 the king's eldest son was created a 
knight. I t was expressly ordered that the collectors in 
Kent, of the aid or assessment made for that purpose, 
should not demand from the hospital.00 

«s Close Roll 6 Edward I IL , m. 29 d. 
03 Ibid., 6 Edward IIL, m. 3. 
M Writ 20 April, 8 A" Edward III. 
63 Close Roll 9 Edward IIL, m. 18 d. 
00 Ibi'i., 21 Edward IIL, m. 21 d. A list of these assessments was printed 

in Arch. Cant., X., 117, et seq. 
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In 1355 the king, by letters patent, allowed the hospital 
to alienate certain properties. (See Appendix IX.) 

Early in July 1360 John, king of France, on his return 
from captivity stayed for one night at the "Ostel Dieu" at 
Ospring, and dispensed alms liberally to the master and 
brothers. The story of his journey from London to Dover 
as told by Stanley is well known.67 

On 30 September 1360 Richard Crowe, king's sergeant, 
was sent to the master of the hospital of Ospringe to receive 
such maintenance for life as John Wayte, deceased, had at 
the king's request.68 

In 1366 the master and brethren presented John Postling; 
priest, to the vicarage of Ospringe, and he was duly admitted 
on 9 kal. July by the convent of Christ Church, Canterbury, 
sede vacante.m 

In 136 | the king granted to the hospital a tenement in 
Minstre.70 

In 1374, when a tax was levied on the temporal 
possessions of all religious houses and ecclesiastical persons, 
the master of the Domus Dei at Ospringe paid £2 3s. id.n 

On 1 October 1376 Thomas, master, and the brethren of 
the hospital granted to the prior and convent of Christ 
Church, Canterbury, a lease of 19 acres of land and all its 
appurtenances in Bockland, near Paversham, in a certain 
field called Gesonefeld, for ninety years.73 

In July 1377 the country being, as was frequently the 
case, in fear of the Prench, Thomas the master (with others 
in Kent) was commissioned to array and equip all the men 
of the county and to keep ever arrayed the men-at-arms and 
archers, to resist foreign invasion, according to the form of 
the like commission of the late king, causing beacons to be 
set up in the usual places to give notice of the arrival of the 
enemy.73 

07 Memorials of Canterbury. 63 Close Roll 34 Edward I IL , m. 13. 
00 Reg. Convent of 0. C, Canterbury. 
70 Pat. 42 Edward III. , f. 1, m. 18. n Thorn, Decem Scriptores, 2150. 
72 Deed B. 376, Chapter Library, Canterbury. Attached to this Deed is 

the Seal of the Ospringe Hospital. 
73 Patent Roll 1 Riohard IL, m. 29 d. 
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A valuation was made in the reign of Richard I I . circa 
1384, of the spiritualities and temporalities of the archbishop 
of Canterbury in the diocese of Canterbury, of jurisdictions 
subject to the same. The church of Hedecrone, which 
belonged to the House of God at Osprenge, was valued at 
£13 6s. 8d. spiritualities, and the temporalities at £51 5s.74 

Richard II . in 139|- gave messuages and lands in 
Faversham, Bocton subtus Blean, Ospringe, and elsewhere 
to the hospital.75 

William de Makenade of Preston, who died in 1407, left, 
among other legacies to religious houses, £1 to the Ospringe 
Domus Dei, to obtain prayers for his soul.76 

The prosperity of the house seems to have been on the 
decline during the early part of this century. John 
Pakenham became master in 1413. He had been in office 
but a few months before the king found it necessary to 
commission Master William Assheton, provost of the college 
of Wingham, doctor of laws, to enquire into the report that 
many wastes, stripments, dilapidations, trespasses, and other 
destructions had been committed in the hospital and the 
church, lands and possessions of the same, by the improvi-
dent governance of the wardens or masters.77 

The commissioner found that the hospital was by im-
provident governance charged with great annuities, pen-
sions, and corrodies and debt, 'goods and jewels wasted, 
manors and lands improvidently let and alienated, and the 
master so troubled that divine worship and other works of 
piety were withdrawn. The king took the hospital into his 
own hands and committed it to his clerk, John Wakeryng, 
keeper of the privy seal, and Wm Cheyne, one of his justices, 
to apply in the proper manner.78 

December 17, 1418. Another enquiry by the abbot of 
Eaversham, William Cheyne of Shepeye, and the escheator 
of the county of Kent, as to the state of the house when 

74 Stevens, Bist. Abbeys, i., 41. Cf. Twysden, Decem Scriptores, 2168. 76 Pat. 16 Richard IL, f. 3, m. 1. 76 Arch, Cant., XXL, 12$. 77 Patent Roll 2 Henry V., p. 2, m. 28 d. 
7» Patent Roll 3 Henry V., p. 2, m. 32,1 Aug, 1415. 
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John Fakenham, deceased, was warden, who bv his careless-
ness and neglect of many lands and rents wasted the goods, 
and many relics, ecclesiastical ornaments, books and jewels 
had been dispersed, sold, and carried off by the warden and 
his executors.79 

On 14 December 1422 the king (Henry VI.) ordered a 
visitation of the hospital by the abbot of Faversham and 
John Martyn on behalf of the chancellor, the hospital being, 
as the king's foundation, exempt of any ordinary except the 
chancellor.80 I t was again found that the house had suffered 
through bad governance; the custody was in consequence 
committed to John,81 bishop of London, Robert, abbot of 
Paversham, and John Martyn, one of the king's justices, and 
a general protection granted for the master and brothers.82 

In 1416 the hospital presented John Hamon, chaplain, 
to the vicarage of Ospringe.83 

Valentine Baret of Preston next Paversham, by his will 
dated 14 September 1440, gave to the poor of the hospital 
at Ospringe 3s. id.Si 

On 3 September 1458 commission to John, abbot of the 
monastery of St. Saviour, Faversham, Master Thomas 
Chichelegh, archdeacon of Canterbury, John Cheyne, kt., 
William Mares, and John Seintclere, reciting that many 
wastes, exiles, dilapidations and destructions had taken 
place in the hospital and in the possessions thereof, and that 
divers lands, meadows, pastures and other possessions had 
been alienated by Master John Bacheler, warden, and 
divine service and other charges withdrawn and diminished, 
and divers chattels, ornaments and other utensils sold. The 
commissioners to make inquisition touching the character 
and governance of the said warden and the wastes relating 
thereto.85 

70 Patent Roll 6 Henry L, m. 11 d. 80 Pat. 2 Henry VL, m. 38 to 34. 81 John Kempe, Bp. Lond., 1422—26. 
f Pat. 1 Henry VL, m. 25 d. 83 Reg. Chicheley. 

• _ Probate Archdeaconry Canterbury, 20 Pebruary 144$, MSS. Loseley, 
Guildford. See Transactions of the Monumental Brass Society, vol. vi., p. 181 
et seq. 

86 Patent Roll 37 Henry VL, p. 1, m. 16 d. 
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In 1465 Thomas Moyse, master of the hospital of the 
Domus Dei, Dover, and the confraternity of the same place 
gave bond for £100 to master Robert Darell of the Domus 
Dei of the Blessed Mary of Ospringe and the brothers there. 
(See Appendix X.) 

Edward Bounde of Eaversham, by his will dated 
16 December 1468, desired to be buried in the churchyard of 
Eaversham. He left directions for thirteen masses in the 
church for his soul on the day of his trental, and that the 
master of the Masyndewe with his brethren and clerks 
celebrate the same, and for his labour the master to have 
2s., each brother \6d., and each clerk 8d.m Edward Bounde 
was a commoner of Paversham in 6 Edward IV., 1466-7. 

(For other bequests to the hospital see Testamenta 
Cantiana, p. 242.) 

In 1471 the master and brethren presented Bartholomew 
Lovell, D.D., to the vicarage of Ospringe. Lovell exchanged 
four years later to the rectory of St. Mary Axe, London, with 
Stephen Brown, the master and brethren presenting him to 
Ospringe. In 1481 Richard Wredilforth, and in 1488 
Matthew Knyveton, were admitted to the vicarage, both on 
presentation by the Domus Dei, Ospringe.87 

A serious trouble seems to have overtaken the house 
sometime between 1470—80. Two of the brethren died, the 
master and the remaining brother survived but for a very 
short time, and the two secular priests then left the house, 
which became desolate, and escheated to the crown on 
6 June 22 Edward IV.88 A plague was devastating the 
country in 1478, and it is supposed that the brethren were 
smitten by it. 

Edward then committed the hospital to the custody of 

80 Archdeaconry Cant., vol. 1, 2. 
87 Regs. Bourchier and Morton. 
83 Lewis, p. 83. He gives the name of the master as Robert Darell, and 

the date of his death as on 20 May, 20 Edward IV., with ref.: " Preface to the 
Puneral Sermon of Margaret, Countess of Richmond." Apparently this is 
from an inquisition taken 8 Nov. 10 Henry VIII . (Baker MSS., xix., 322), 
which Lewis quotes verbatim. The evidence does not agree with that given in 
the Harl. MsiS. (6963, p. 116). See my account of the masters of the 
hospital: John Pemberton. 
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secular clerks. I t lingered on for some years, but its days 
of prosperity, such as they-were, had passed away. I t had 
never been a wealthy house. Its revenues had been expended 
in charity, and in the by no means inexpensive duty of 
entertaining illustrious persons. Bad government, too, 
hastened its downfall. Probably it continued to afford 
shelter to a few poor folk, and find refreshment for a 
gradually diminishing number of pilgrims. Thomas Ashby, 
who was warden from 1473 to 1490, was outlawed, and it is 
clear he can have been no credit to the house. He was 
followed in 1490 by Robert Woderowe (or Woderove). 

William Constanteyne of Ospringe, heremyt of the 
spitall house there, by his will dated 7 Eebruary 1504-5 
desired to be buried in the churchyard of Ospringe. He 
bequeathed to the high altar of the parish church 6d., and 
to his wife Alice, whom he appointed his executor, his little 
tenement in Paversham in the Weststrete, and all residue 
after paying debts, etc. (Probate 9 May 1505.)80 

A very few years of the new century had passed before 
the tide of reformation overtook the house. On 28 Sep-
tember 1511 in a certain vestibule within the chapel of 
the Maison Dieu of Ospringe Archbishop William Warham 
visited the house, when and where: " Master Robert 
Woodroff, S.T.P., master or warden (magister sive custos) 
appeared personally, submitting himself a,nd his house to 
the visitation, saying that he had received the archbishop's 
mandate and appeared accordingly: saying further that he 
had not at present any fellows or brethren incorporate in 
the house, but only priests, clerks and boys, and other 
servants hired by himself; and that he found the house in 
the same state when he first entered it ." 

The said custos also believed that at the first founda-
tion of the hospital the custos and fellows were priests 
professed of the Order of the Holy Cross, and used to 
wear a cross upon their shoulders. He stated, further, 
that forty years ago (i.e., 1471) one Master . . . . Darell, 

Archdeaconry, vol. 10, f. 1. 
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brother of Sir John Darell, knight, was custos, and in his 
time he himself and three priests, his fellows in the hospital, 
were professed in the hospital, and used to have a cross 
upon their shoulders; that one of those three fellows 
obtained letters from the Pope for obtaining a benefice, 
and by virtue thereof obtained one; and that afterwards 
divers keepers there, being masters of the chancery of 
our lord the king, obtained the office as he had himself, 
only by the royal letters patent. Having said these 
things the warden submitted himself and his hospital to 
the reformation and ordinance of the archbishop in all 
things.00 

In the year 1514 Robert Woodrowe leased two plots of 
land to the prior of Leeds, Kent. (See Appendix XI.) 
This appears to be his last recorded act in connection with 
the hospital.91 

John Under hill became master or warden 6 Pebruary 
151-|. But the house had come under the notice of John 
Fisher, bishop of Rochester, who had been confessor to 
the lady Margaret Tudor from 1497 until the time of her 
decease in 1509.fls 

Now the good lady Margaret had done much for the 
schools of learning at Cambridge, and was further prevailed 
upon by her guide to endow a college there.93 She did not 
live to carry out her intention, and after her death, a new 
king being on the throne, much difficulty was experienced. 
Part of the estate which she had willed for the purpose was 
diverted by Henry VIII . to other uses, and the residue did 
not suffice. The good bishop, who was also her executor, 
quickly thought of our old, decayed Maison Dieu, which, 

90 British Magazine, vol. xxix., p. 161. The original is in Lambeth Palace 
Library. 

91 MS. Lamb., Cart. MSS., iii., 95. 
02 Lady Margaret, daughter of John Beaufort, Duke of Somerset, grandson 

of John of Gaunt and descended from Edward I I I . ; consort of Edmund Tudor 
earl of Richmond, son of Catherine of Prance; mother of Henry VII. of 
England. She was admitted to the fraternity of five religious houses (at least) : 
Westminster, Crowland, Durham, Wimburn and Charter House at London 
(Baker, Sist. St. John's Coll., Camb., I., pp. 56, 62.) 

93 Ibid., I., p. 61. 
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with its yearly revenues then amounting to £70 13s. id., 
was worth having. After a great deal of trouble he, at last, 
with the help of the Queen, Wolsey, and other courtiers 
obtained it from Henry, in whose hands it was, and there 
seems little doubt that this gift removed the last obstacle in 
the way. The foundation was proceeded with, and became 
the College of St. John the Evangelist. 

To the master, fellows, and scholars of this new college 
John Underbill, on 10 March 151f, resigned all his claim as 
warden of the hospital and its estates, receiving £40 in 
hand and a yearly pension of £30 for his life.9i In addition, 
the college in the same year paid to Wolsey (for 
Henry VIII.) £500 to acquire and appropriate the advowson 
and patronage of the hospital for themselves and their 
successors.95 

On 23 May 1518, 10 Henry VIII. , the executors of 
Margaret countess of Richmond made declaration of several 
accounts taken by the auditors at sundry times, and among 
them a bequest to my lord cardinal and to John Heron to 
appropriate the hospital of Ospryng to St. John's College, 
Cambridge, and to John Underhill, late master of the hos-
pital, for repairs.90 

The grant of the property was afterwards renewed by 
the king in the 11th year of his reign (1519-20), and con-
firmed by the archbishop, the prior and convent and arch-
deacon of Canterbury, for their several parts and interests. 
(See Appendix XII.) 

The old order .of things had now passed away. The 
venerable hospital which had for nearly 300 years been " a 
shelter from the storm, a shadow from the heat," and which 
had ministered to the wants of the poor and the aged, to the 
infirm, and weary travellers, was closed and its buildings 
leased to various persons. One portion, however, the chapel, 

D4 Baker, I., pp. 73, 86. Cf. Letters and Papers Senry VIIL, vol. ii. No. 
1647. Grant in mortmain of the advowson. (Pat. 7 Henry VIIL, p. 3, m. 22.) 

% Streatfield Collection, vol. vi., and Cooper, Life of the Lady Margaret 
(ed. Mayor), pp. 206, 218, 226. 
. w Letters and Papers Senry VIIL, vol. ii., No. 4183. 
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was retained for its sacred use, in accordance with its royal 
founder's intentions. The master and fellows of St. John's 
college, mindful of this and in gratitude to their benefactors, 
obtained from the king a confirmation of the licence for the 
chapel and continued for a time to maintain a priest at 
Ospringe.97 Some account of the chantry priests and their 
duties is given further on in this paper. 

The services in the chapel became less in number as time 
went on, and before the general suppression of chantries at 
the beginning of the next reign they had probably ceased 
altogether. 

Thomas Perne of Paversham (who had been mayor in 
1530) was lessee of much of the property in Ospringe soon 
after it became secured to the college. By his will proved 
22 February 168 | he left " t o Richard Colwell all my 
interest of my lease in the parsonage of Ospringe which I 
had of the bequest of Robert Fale, except this year's crop 
now in the barn. Also he shall have the performance of the 
lease that S. John's college in Cambridge hath granted 
unto me of the Maison Dieu, and other houses and lands 
belonging to the same, i.e., the Maison Dieu garden 
with dove-house, a close called Bramble croft on the 
north side of the Maison Dieu garden, a little croft 
on the east side of the highway called Cokkelane, with 
all the houses and tenements that belong to the Maison Dieu 
within Ospringe Street on both sides, except the tenement 
and garden called Hoclyn tenement, which is in the lease 
with the parsonage, and all the underwood of two woods."98 

In 1552 Edward Sowgate was holding part of the 
premises. 

John Coldwell, M.D., of Faversham, on 6 September, 6 A0 

Elizabeth (1564) obtained lease of " t h e rooms reserved for 
the chantry priest at Ospringe witii the garden in Ospringe 
Street belonging thereto, and of other lands there for 
twenty years from Michaelmas 1572 (or from the end of the 
lease to Edward Sowgate, dated 20 August, 6 Edward VI.) at a 

07 Chantry Cerbiacates, 29, 71 (P.R.O.). os Archdeaconry Cant., vol. 19, 8. 
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rent of £ 3 . " ^ He alienated them 7 March 15 Elizabeth (157$) 
to Robert Strainsham, who on 6 May 27 Elizabeth (1585) 
became lessee also of Ospringe parsonage, one of the con-
ditions in this lease being " tha t the said Robert Strainsham 
is bounden by obligation . . . . and one suretie with him in 
the somme of £100 . . . . that he . . . . shall build one faire 
mansion howse upon the said parsonage . . . . upon his . . . . 
proper costes within the space of twelve yeares." Towards 
building the mansion the college gave timber and " one old 
chappell called the Massendeu chauncell in Ospringe 
Strete."100 

Thirteen years later (viz., in 1598) Robert Streynsham 
obtained licence to alienate the lease of " t h e rooms and 
garden formerly (sic) reserved to the use of the chantry 
priest of Ospringe, with the land there, with the site of 
the Masendewe and the rectory," but to whom I have not 
found. With the demolition of the chapel the history of 
this interesting- house may be fittingly concluded. There 
are among the College archives many leases to various per-
sons of different portions of the Maison Dieu estates, but 
they do not come within the scope of this paper. 

THE HOSPITAL BUILDINGS. 

There is little evidence to prove of what these consisted. 
The close was on the north side of the street. Here was the 

90 John Coldwell, a native of Paversham, foundation scholar of St. John's 
Coll., Camb., 6 Nov. 1551; Fellow, March 1558. He returned to Paversham 
and became steward of the college at Ospringe (Baker, L, pp. 252, 392). 

He was of an old Paversham family. One Richard Coldwell was mayor of 
Faversham in 1535. In the church there, near the south door, is a stone, 
bearing a now mutilated brass, to his memory. Robert Coldwell was sometime 
receiver of tho "forms" and rents of the town of Paversham (Jacobs, Sist. 
Faversham (1774), p. 108). 

100 Baker, I., 423. R. Strainsham (or Streynsham), of another Paversham 
family, second son of George S., born 1535, educated at All Souls, Oxford, 
Pellow 1663, B.C.L. and Canon Law. He beoame seoretary to "ye olde Earl 
of Pembroke," under whose auspices he " raysed his fortunes." He married 
Prances, one of the daughters and coheiresses of Wm. Wightman of Harrow-
on-the-Hill, Midds,, by whom he had issue two daughters; ob. 1604. His 
monument is on the south wall of the chancel of Ospringe Church. Two other 
earlier members of the family had previously held property in Ospringe. 
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chapel, traditionally on the site now occupied by the " Ship " 
Inn. I t appears to have consisted of chancel and nave, and 
to have been in the early English style, of flint with stone 
dressings. The king's chamber was doubtless in the close. 
There would then be (as in the " Maison Dieu" at Do .-er, 
and " God's House" at Southampton, both foundations of a 
similar kind) a great chamber or hall, a gatehouse, separate 
rooms for the master, the regulars and secular priests, 
dwellings for the aged persons of both sexes who were 
maintained in the hospital, besides a "fermery," a bake-
house, brewhouse and barns, stables, etc. (vide Statham, Hist. 
Dover Castle and Port, and Hearnshaw, Relics of Old South-
ampton). The site of the mill, lower down the stream which 
passes through Ospringe and the western part of the parish 
of Faversham, is said to have been where a gunpowder mill 
now stands. All traces of these buildings have now dis-
appeared. 

The " leper house " and another building, one on either 
side of the watercourse, on the south side of the street, 
survived. When Southouse wrote his Monasticon Favers-
hamiense in 1671 there were two crosses remaining upon a 
little window of stone to the streetwards, the one plain, the 
other double crossed. 

The only remains of these buildings now existing are 
two portions of walling on the east side of the stream 
incorporated in the Crown Inn, and part of the east wall 
of the house on the opposite side. The upper portions of 
both these houses were, I take it, erected some time after 
the dissolution of the hospital. 

The ground plan accompanying this paper shews all that 
can now be traced of the foundations. 

MASTERS OU WARDENS OF THE HOSPITAL. 

1234 GEOFFEEY (Close Roll 18 Henry III . , m. 13). 
1235 HEEVEY DE COBEHAM (Feet of Fines, Kent, 19 

Henry I IL , Case 96, File 19, Fo . 260). 
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1237 GRACIAN (Close Roll 21 Henry I I I . , m. 3). 

1253 W I L L I A M DE K I L K E N N I , king's clerk, archdeacon of 
Coventry, appointed to the keeping of the hospital of 
Ospringe, and of the hospital of St. John , Oxford. 
(Patent Eoll 37 Henry I I L , m. 13.) 

. . . . ROGER DE LINSTEAD, warden (Patent Roll 47 Henry 
I I L , m. 1). 

1263 E L L I S , SON OF H E R V E Y , chaplain of the hospital, to 
be warden. Mandate to the brethren to recognise him 
as master and warden 10 October 1263. (Patent Roll 
47 Henry I I L , m. 1.) 

1274 W A L T E R , brother and master . (Feet of Fines, Kent , 
Case 98, File 56, No . 24.) 

1284 and 1289 P E T E R is mentioned as master (Close Eoll 
3 Edward I I L , m. 14) ; and 1294 (Patent Eoll 22 
Edward I., m. 6 d.), bu t I find no record of his appoint-
ment. 

1295 ALEXANDER DE STAPLE, brother, to be master of the 
hospital (21 September) " on condition t h a t he faithfully 
performs what belongs to the custody of the same, 
and to the hospitality thereof." W r i t de intendendo 
directed to the tenants . Wr i t Close to t he brethren for 
him as their master . (Patent Eoll 23 Edward I . , m. 7.) 

1310 NICHOLAS DE STAPLE, brother, appointed master 
4 November. (Patent Roll 4 Edward I L , m. 13.) He 
was master in 1 3 1 | (see Ken t Fines, Archceologia 
Cantiana, Vol. X I I . , p . 296). Deposed and transferred 
to Oxford in 1314. 

1314 H E N R Y DE TENHAM, a brother of the hospital appointed 
to the mastership dur ing the k ing 's pleasure, " so t h a t 
he shall do all t h a t appertains to the custody of t he 
hospital and to exercising i ts hospi ta l i ty ." W r i t de 
intendendo for him to the knights , free men, and other 
tenants of t he hospital . (Patent Roll 7 Edward I L , 
m. 15.) 

1319 ADAM DE ESSHJJ, " On 20 March t he king sent an 



64< MAISON DIED, OSPRINGE. 

order to Richard de Clare, escheator, to deliver to 
brother Adam de Esshe, to whom the king had com-
mitted the custody of the hospital of St. Mary of 
Ospryng, the temporalities of the hospital and all other 
things taken into the king's hands by reason of the 
death of brother Henry de Tenham the previous custos, 
together with the issues of the hospital received by him, 
he having taken them into the king's hands because 
Henry died before he had been removed from the 
custody, as if Henry had been perpetual keeper thereof." 
(Close Roll 12 Edward II . , m. 11.) Edward I I I . on 
24 May 1327 confirmed the appointment of Adam de 
Esshe. (Patent Roll 1 Edward IIL, part 1, m. 10 a.) 

1330 JOHN DE LENHAM, appointed 20 March to the custody 
of the hospital during the king's pleasure. Writ de 
intendendo for him directed to the tenants, and mandate 
to the escheator for delivery to the said John, of the 
hospital, now in the king's hands, by reason of the 
death of Adam de Esshe, the last keeper thereof. 
(Patent Roll 4 Edward I IL, m. 38.) On 3 November 
1331 the king ordered a visitation of the house, and 
certain abuses were rectified. (Pat. 5 Edward I IL, m. 
1 d.) John retained his appointment, and on 9 April 
1333 it was renewed " during good behaviour on proof 
that he has ruled the house well and greatly relieved 
the estate therof by his industry." (Ibid., 7 Edward I IL, 
m. 10.) A further confirmation of the appointment was 
granted to John de Lenham on 6 March 1349, and man-
date to William de Langele, escheator, for delivery into 
his custody of the hospital with the lands pertaining to 
the same, which he took into the king's hands on account 
of the death of brother John de Lenham (sic), the last 
warden. (Patent Eoll 23 Edward I IL, m. 26.) And 
then we have— 

1349 14 May. WILLIAM DE NEWENHAM, king's clerk, to 
keep the king's hospital of St. Mary, Ospringe, during 
pleasure, on condition that he discharge faithfully what 
pertains to the keeping and rule of the hospital and the 
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hospitality thereof. Mandate to the tenants , and man-
date to William de Langele, escheator, to deliver into 
the custody of the said Will iam the hospital with the 
lands thereof, which he took into the king 's hands on 
the death of brother John de Lenham, t he last warden. 
(Ibid., m. 13.) 

1349 THOMAS DE NEWENHAM, brother , received the master-
ship 21 August , on condition t ha t he faithfully, etc., 
etc. (Patent Eoll 23 Edward I I L , m. 9.) 

. . . . PAUL DE DUNTON. Date of appointment unknown. 
H e resigned before Eichard I I . ascended the throne. 
(Pat. 2 Eichard I L , m. 41.) 

. . . . THOMAS HONYNHAM, chaplain. On 24 July 1378 the 
king ratified his appointment to the mastership, which 
was granted to him for life by let ters patent of the 
late king on the resignation of Paul de Dunton, the last 
master. (Ibid.) 

1396 JOHN CARLETON, chaplain, grant for life of the war-
denship, 26 September. (Patent Roll 20 Richard I L , 
m. 17.) 

1401 JOHN CRANEBOURNE, chaplain, appointed to the 
wardenship void by the resignation of John Carle-
ton, 23 Ju ly . (Patent Roll 2 Henry IV. , pa r t 4, m. 
16.) 

1411 JOHN AT S E E , grant of the wardenship, 26 July, on 
resignation of John Cranebourne. (Patent Roll 12 
Henry IV. , m. 6.) 

1412 W I L L I A M GAMYN, chaplain, appointed to the custody 
of the hospital vacant by the resignation of John at 
See. (Patent Roll 14 Henry IV., m. 30, dated 20 
October.) 12 May 1413, ratification " o f the estate 
which he has as warden." (Patent Roll 1 Henry V., 
m. 36.) 

1413 JOHN PAKENHAM, chaplain, 27 November, grant of 
the wardenship, on resignation of Will iam Gamyn. 
(Patent Roll 1 H e n ry V., m. 16.) I have already 
referred to the delinquencies of th is unjust s teward; 
he died in 1418. 

voi. xxx. F 
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1418 WILLIAM PALMERE, brother and chaplain, appointed 
1 December. (Patent Roll 6 Henry V., m. 20.) 

1422 JAMES JERKWYLLE, brother and chaplain. (Patent 
Roll 9 Henry V., part 2, m. 8.) Ratified 25 March 
1428. (Patent Roll 6 Henry VL, m. 1.) 

1434 ANDREW BIRCHEFORD, brother, knight of Swingfield, 
appointed to the mastership. (Patent Roll 13 Henry VL, 
m. 23 and 22.) 

. . . . JOHN BACHILEB, resigned 1458. (Patent Roll 37 
Henry VL, m. 13.) 

1458 ROBERT DARELL appointed to the custody 27 November 
1458 on the resignation of John Bachiler. (Pat. 37 
Henry VL, f. 5 1 , in Harl. MSS. 6963, p. 110.) 

1470 JOH. PEMBERTON, clerk, appointed to the care of the 
hospital of the blessed Marie de Osprenge 12 November 
1470, on the death (p. mort.) oi Robert Darell. (Pat. 
49 HenryVI., f. 1 unica,in Harl. MSS. 6963, p. 116.) This 
was during the few months of Henry's Restoration. 
Edward IV. on 15 July A011 (1471) ratified the appoint-
ment of Pemberton. . (Ibid., p. 152.) 

1472 STEPHEN CLOSE (Pat. 12 Edward IV., f. % Harl. MSS. 
6963, p. 157. "Rex prius dederatHospitale de Osprenge 
Johi Pemberton p. mort Eob. Darell nunc dat dictum 
Hosptal Stepho Close p. resig. Joh. Pemberton 2 Dec") 

1473 THOMAS ASSHBY custos 16 December. (Pat. 13 
Edward IV., f. 12. Ibid., p. 160.) He was warden 
until 1490. On 24 November in that year a pardon was 
granted (on the certificate of Thomas Bryan, knight, 
chief justice of the common pleas) of the outlawry pro-
claimed against Thomas Ashby, or Assheby, late of 
Ospringe, Kent, clerk, alias rector of St. Clement's, 
Hastings, Sussex, at the several suits for debt in the 
common pleas, of William Waking, merchant of the 
Staple of Calais; Alice, widow of John Coket of 
Ampton ; John, son of the aforesaid John Coket, 
deceased; Walter Coket of Yngham, Hamon Olaxton 
and Clement Clerk, executors of the will of John 
Cokette (sic), and Eobert Syred, citizen and mercer o | 
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London. (Materials, etc. of the Reign of Henry VLL, 
vol. ii., 537.) 

1490 ROBERT WODEROVE, clerk, warden 26 November 1490. 
On the same date a writ was issued to John Bromston, 
Ralph Seyntleger and Robert Brown, to put the said 
Robert Woderove in full possession of the said hospital. 
(Ibid., p. 538.) His surrender of the house to the 
archbishop's visitation is given earlier in this paper. 
He was succeeded by 

151$ JOHN UNDERHILL, clerk, B.D. "Rex 16 Feb. (An. 
6 Henry VIII.) concessit Johanni Underhill clerico cus-
todiatn Hospitalis B. Marise de Hospring in Com. 
Kancii." Privata Sigilla de An. 6 H. 8, f. 348. (B. 
Willis, Hist, of Abbeys, appendix, p. 3, and Baker MSS.) 
One John Underhill was master of Northill college, 
com. Bedf., in or before the year 1513 (ibid). He was 
also prebendary of Wildland in S. Paul's, London, 
1506—19, vicar of Harrington, Midds., 1510—13, pre-
bendary of Stratton and Beaminster secunda in Sarum, 
and vicar of S. Stephen's, Westminster. His will was 
proved in 1538 (Novum Revertorium). He was the last 
warden. 

CHANTRY PRIESTS. 

1525 ADAM BROWNE, 4 April, 16 Henry VIII . Grant of a 
service in the chapel of St. Mary of Ospryngestrete 
(le Mesyndew) ; he to celebrate mass thrice a week 
and matins and vespers on Sundays and festivals during 
his life, at a yearly stipend of £12. (Baker, Hist. St. 
John's Coll., 358.) 

1536 PHILIP METOALF. Grant at the suit of William Long-
ford, vicar of Ospryng, to Philip Metoalf, clerk, of a 
weekly service to be celebrated by him during his life 
in St. Mary's chapel (le Maseondue) in Osprynge. 
Stipend 10 marks, a house and garden, with 6s. 8d. 
for wax, bread and wine. Dated 8 Feb. 27 Henry VIIL 
(Ibid., p. 358.) 

F 2 
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1538 RICHARD STYKNEY (or STICKNE_) appointed 25 March 
to the chaplaincy of St. Mary's, Ospringe, " l e Masen-
dew," at an annual stipend of 10 marks. (Ibid., p. 354.) 
Richard Stickney, clerk, and priest of the Masondew 
(sic) in Osprenge Street in the parish of Faversham, by 
will dated 17 Nov. 1543, desired to be buried in the 
churchyard of Faversham. He left his house at 
Poclington in Yorkshire to his niece, the younger 
daughter of John Stickney. Ex'ors, Sir Thomas Dene, 
clerk, and Wm:. Rede. Witnesses: Sir Simond 
Oxley, Ralfe Hampton, Robert Longe, Sir John Tayler. 
(Prob. 9 May 1544.) (Archdeaconry Cant., vol. 23, 4.) 

1544 WILLIAM TOMLINSON, clerk, appointed 26 March 1544. 
Scholar of his college. His duties were to keep a school 
as well as to perform service at " L e Masendew," for 
which he was to receive a stipend of 10 marks, with 
house and garden. (Baker, Hist. St. John's Coll., 363.) 

**! 

/ 
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A P P E N D I C E S . 

I. 
(Close Roll 21 Henry III . , m. 2 d.) 

Mandatum est collectoribus tricesim__ in Comitatu Surr' quod 
assideri faciant tricesimam in terra hospitalis de Ospring' in Merew 
set tricesimam illam non faciant colligi donee aliud inde habuerint 
mandatum. 

Eodem modo mandatum est Collectoribus tricesime in Com: 
Kancie quod assideri faciant tricesimam in terris spectantibus ad 
hospitali de Hospreng'— 

Andivimus nuper quod quatuor Juratores Villarum electi at 
catalla apprecianda pro tricesima nobis concessa, contra sacra-
mentum suum venientes falsum apponunt precium, scilicet pro 
bove v solidos communiter cum valeat x solidos vel eo amplius, et 
pro porco qui valet duos solidos vel tres, ponunt sex denarios, et 
pro ove valet xvi denarios vel eo amplius ponunt sex denarios, blata 
etiam jam coadunata falso appreciant et alia catalla eodem modo 
unde (si) sic procedunt sicut inceperuntin catallorum apprecionate, 
certi sumus quod omnus tales appreciatores et de perjurio possint 
convinci et nos ita habere non possemus medietatem tricesime a 
magnatibus et aliis de regno nostro nobis date et concesse, et ideo 
vobis mandamus firmiter injugentes in fide qua nobis tenemiui, 
quod si contingat aliquos quatuor homines de villis contra sacra-
mentum suum venientes falsum apponunt precium, tunc vos ipsi 
videatis catalla ilia ita falso appreciata et per visum vestrum et 

^egalium militum de comitatu predicto legale precium et rationabile 
apponi faciates et predictos quatuor homines de perjurio ita 
castigetis quod castigatio ilia aliis prebeat exemplum fideliter 
agendi, provideatis etiam quod de omnibus catallis blades et aliis 
mobilibus provenientibus de laicis feodis que non teueantur de 
Templariis, Hospitalariis, et de ordine Premonstratensium et 
Cysterci"1 et Simplingh' habeamus tricesimam sicut nobis concessa 
est ubicunque pouatur vel inveniatur ne amittamus tricesimam 
nostram ea occasione quod hujusmodi catalla amoveantur de laicis 
feodis que de ipsis non tenentur super feoda eorundum virorum 
religiosorum vel aliorum personarum ecclesiasticarum; taliter vos 
habentes in hac parte quod merito debeatis inde commendari et ne, 
si secus egeritis manum at hoc graviorem apponere debeamus. 

Teste rege apud Noting : vi Octobris. 

I I . 
(Charter Roll 23 Henry I I I . , in. 7.) 

Grant to St. Mary and the brethren of the hospital of Ospring 
in frank almoin, of a house in the parish of. St. Mary Colechurch, 
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London, which he (the king) purchased from Isaac of Norwich, a 
Jew. 

Grant to the same of the gift made to them by Hugh de 
Windlesores of all his land and the capital messuage in Everlaund. 

Grant to the same of the gift of Richard, son of Robert de 
Neirford, of all his land called Rid' in the Isle of Sheppey. 

I I I . 

(Charter Roll 24 Henry III . , m. 1.) 
Gift to the hospital of St. Mary, Ospring, and the brethren 

there in frank almoin, of all the land called La Denne in Hedecrune 
which the king had to assign to whom he would of the gift of 
Roger de Leyburne, with the advowson of the church of 
Hedecrune. Also, land in Twitham which Richard Derekyn of 
London gave the king to assign to whom he would, being the land 
which Stephen Haringod recovered in the king's court against 
Sibyl de Icklesham. 

Also land in Twitham which the said Richard gave to the king 
in like manner, heing the land which he held of the gift of Nicholas 
de Blakedon. 

All the above to be held by the hospital by rendering the 
service due to the lords of the fees. 

Gift also to the same of La Denne, being the land which is of 
. . . . the fee of the hospital of St. John of Jerusalem, and which 
the king had of the gift of Alexander de Gloucestria: also the 
land which the said Alexander had of the fee of the priory of 
Holy Trin[ity] . . . . in Edesham, and a rent held by him of the 
same fee in that manor. 

Also the land which the said Alexander had of the fee of . . . . 
in Wingham, adjoining the said land of La Dune. 

Also the land which the said Alexander had of the fee of 
William Haket in Hammewolde. . . . 

All the foregoing to be held by the said hospital by rendering 
the service due to the lords of the fee. And the land in Hedcrune 
and the advowson of the church there to be held quit of all secular 
service. 

IV. 
Anno Domini 1245 facta fuit quedam compositio sive gracia per 

abbatem Eobertum fratribus Hospitalis de Hospringe.101 

Omnibus presentes literas inspecturis Robertus Dei Gracia, 
etc., noverit universitatas vestra quod nos divine caritatis intuitu 

101 Eohert of Battle, abbot of S. Augustine's, Canterbury, 1224—53 (Dewis). 
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concediraus Eratribus Hospitalis de Hospringe sepulturam Eratrum 
lmbitum ipsorum gestantium ibidem, et intirmorum tan turn in odo 
quos in dicto Hospitali in fata decedere contigerit. I ta tamen quod 
omne emolumentum tam in Oblacionibus quam in Testamentis, seu 
Confessionibus, seu quibuscunque modis aliis quod ex eorum obitu 
provenerit, libere et absque diminutione aliqua Eeclesiae nostrae 
de Eaversham resignetur. Si qua vero fuerit Eamilia in dicto 
Hospitali in habitu seculari, omnia jura spiritualia a Vicario de 
Eaversham in ecclesia de Eaversham recipiet, et ecclesiam 
memoratam iu preeipuis anni Eestivitatibus frequentabunt. 
Saeerdotes qui pro tempore ministrabunt in Hospitali memorato 
nullam audient eonfessionem nisi tantum Eratrum et pauperum 
ibidem tegrotancium, et eisdem personis Viaticum et Extremam 
Unctionem et omnia divina impendent, et in eo casu omnia emolu-
menta ex inde provenieucia Vicario de Eaversham sine retentione 
aliqua persolvent. Item, nullum Parochianum Ecclesie de Faver-
sham solempnibus diebus, maxime in Natali Domini, in Purificatione 
Beate Marie, et in Pascha, Assumptione Beate Marie et in 
Dedicatione Ecclesie, nee ceteris diebus ad Divina recipient. Et si 
aliquis Parochianus de Eaversham Oblaciones aliquas in dicto 
Hospitali fecerit, Ecclesie matrici sine diminucione reddentur. 
Item, nullum Annale, nee Trienuale de Parochianis de Eaversham 
aliquo tempore recipient. Et ad majorem omnium premissorum 
securitatem, Prater Oecouomus una cum sacerdotibus ibidem 
ministrantibus et commorantibus Sacramentum Eidelitatis pre-
stabunt Vicario de Eaversham qui pro tempore fuerit in Ecclesia 
eadem, quod Ecclesiam Matricem in Eavershamin supradictis et 
omnibus aliis pro suis viribus indempnem conservabunt. Pro hac 
autem sepultura quam de prefatis personis dicto Hospitali con-
cessimus dabunt nobis singulis annis dicti Eratres xijd. liberi 
redditus in Pascha in Domo nostra de Paversham, et j cereum 
duarum librarum Ecclesie nostre de Eaversham die Assumpcionis 
beate Marie, etc.103 

V. 
(Charter Roll 31 Henry I IL, 1 April 1247, m. 8.) 

Grant to the master and brethren of the hospital of Ospring 
of the following gifts:— 
of the gift of Geoffrey de Stoniugton, all the land in Scapey called 

Hockelinge for a chapel, 
of the gift of Roger Godebold of Scapey, lid. of rent in Scapey. 
of the gift of Hugh, son of Bodeget, 9 acres of land in Scapey in 

' the parish of Estchuriche. 

i"2 Chron., "W. Thorn Coll., 1893-1894 
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of the gift of Philip de Tunstall, 3s. 2d. rent in Scapey in the parish 
of Leysdon. 

of the gift of Adam de Tamie, release of 12_. of yearly rent due to 
him from a holding in Scapey and Bobbinge. 

of the gift of Hamo the cook of . . . ikeleshal and Mabel his 
wife, 12d. oi rent which Geoffrey de Stoninton used to pay 
from land in Hokelinge. 

of the gift of Thomas, son of Elorence, all his land in Widegate 
which Elorence his father gave to him. 

of the gift of Henry de Pyrie, the service and rent which Lawrence 
de Widegate used to render in Widegate and Bakechilt. 

of the gift of Roger Haket, release of 20s. 6_. of yearly rent due to 
him from 21 acres of land in Poltun-unul, and release of suit 
of court and all else due to him from the said land, 

of the gift of Roger the prior and the chapter of Christ Church, 
Canterbury, release from ploughing, hacewite, ripsilver, wode-
lode, heylode, aversilver, lambsilver, and from 3 bushels of 
barley due to them in the court of JSdesham from 5 acres in 
Haltling and 10 acres and 1 virgate in Stapele, with release 
from a load of barley and 16 gallons of honey due to them 
from a hundred acres in Stapele. 

of the gift of the same chapter, release of 4s. 6„. and 1 hen yearly 
rent which the heirs of Elfwy used to render to them in their 
court of Copton. 

of the gift of Walter and Roger, sons of Robert de Chiltun, 
13 acres and 1 virgate of land in Wingham, and 8d. rent due 
to them from Walter Briwere. 

of the gift of the same chapter, 11 acres lying in the field called 
Longfurlong, and 9 acres of pasture stretching out from the 
pasture which the same master and brethren had in the same 
(brood) up to Uldrave on the east, 

of the gift of the same, chapter, Vid. rent in the parish of Esghe 
which Roger Bracur used to pay to them from one acre of land 
upon Here, 

of the gift of William Whitpelse, 2s. l%d. rent in Rolling, 
of the gift of the same, 2-g acres lying in Brattighe. 
of the gift of Richard, son of John Gorge, release of 6s. 8d. rent in 

Stapele due from land there, 
of the gift of the same, a piece of land lying at Sheldesford on the 

north side of the messuage of the heirs of Turgis. 
of the gift of Robert Parmentar of Sheldesford, an acre and a half of 

land which he held from Joan, daughter of Elorence de Broco. 
of the gift of Eustace, son of Eustace de Twitham, 2 acres of land 

and a messuage in Twitham. 
of the gift of Robert le Hore and Joan his. wife, 2 acres in the 

parish of Stapele in the field called Litletche. 
of the gift of William de Shamelesforde of all the land which 

Walter de Huk held of him, quit of all rent service, suit of 
court and other demands.. 



APPENDICES. 73 
of the gift of Henry de Ospring', all the land called Bradefelde in 

Ospring'. 
of the gift of the same, release of 2s. of rent due from the land of 

Thomas Coton in Ospring'. 
of the gift of the same, half a piece of land in the same town lying 

between the land of Adam de Lenham and the land of the 
heirs of Aunfrid at Water (ad agucvni). 

of the gift of William Speron, 13 acres of land there, 
of the gift of Nicholas, abbot of Eaversham, and the convent 

thereof, release of 32_. rent and 2 hens in Ospring'. 
of the gift of Walter de Baifeld, Qd. rent due from the heirs of 

Henry de Ospring' and Nicholas his brother for 2_ acres in 
the same town, 

of the gift of Hugh the chaplain, son of John la Wyete, a messuage 
in Ospring' which he held from the heirs of Elfwy de la Eorde. 

of the gift of the same, half the buildings and curtilages lying in 
the lane running to Eaversham with half the arable land there, 
formerly of John la Weyte, the father of the grantor, 

of the gift of Richard le Gulp, a share of land in the same town 
containing 3 virgates of land and 7 feet in breadth, 

of the gift of Aunfrid at Water, Id. yearly rent in that town, 
of the gift of Joce, son of Helta de Harenhull, 16__. of rent in 

Harenhull. 
of the gift of the same, 18„. of rent there, 
of the gift of William ad Donam, is. lid. rent there, 
of the gift of Richard Humberlond, 8 acres of land and wood with 

messuages and other appurtenances in Ospring'. 
of the gift of William, son of John de Eisburn, Qd. rent in 

Ospring. 
of the gift of Adam de Hamme, Qd. rent in Ospring. 
of the gift of Robert, son of William, son of Salamon, | an acre of 

land in Ospring, and lGd. rent due from Hugh the chaplain, 
son of John la Weyte, from a messuage in the same town, 

of the gift of Alice, daughter of Elfy de la Forde, all her messuage 
in Ospring and her share of the croft behind it. 

of the gift of Daniel de Shottindon, 4s. rent which Geoffrey the 
goldsmith used to pay for a messuage in Ospring. 

of the gift of John la Weyte, all the land lying on the east side of 
the water running down from Ospring stretching from the 
land of the said brethren to the messuage of Nicholas le Due, 
and all his share in the said water and site of the mill, and Qd. 
rent due from John, son of Henry de Ospring. 

of the gift of Gervase de Besevill, a messuage and croft behind it 
in Ospring. 

of the gift of Richard, son of Nicholas de Ospring, a messuage in 
Ospring lying between the messuages of Luke de Hornesclive 
and John Manekin. 

of the gift of Reginald, son of Beringar, Qd. rent due from Maud 
. de Bruneston from land called Capeslond. 
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of the gift of Luke, son of Alexander, Sd. due from the same from 
the same land, 

of the gift of the said Maud, land lying between the land of the 
said brethren and the land of John la Weyte. 

of the gift of Alan Barun, an acre of wood in Ospring. 
of the gift of Martin Barun, 2 acres of wood there, 
of the gift of Ralph Miller of Longewode, 2 acres and 17 day-

works of land in Ospring of the tenure of Elverlond. 
of the gift of Maud de la Done, 2 acres of wood in Ospring. 
of the gift of the same, a virgate which she purchased from Serlo 

de Dona in Ospring. 
of the gift of Henry and William, sons of Henry de Catham, the 

release of 5d. and two thirds of a halfpenny of rent due to 
them from part of the land whereon the chapel of the hospital 
is built, 

of the gift of William Blake, 8d. oi rent receivable from the heirs 
of Henry de Ospring and Nicholas his brother, 

of the gift of Richard Durdelyn of Ospring, 7s. of rent in 
Ospring. 

of the gift of Simon King, 3s. Id. rent in Ospring which he holds 
from Luke de Hornescliffe. 

of the gift of the same, release of Wd. rent due to him from half an 
acre of land in the parish of Eaversham. 

of the gift of Luke de Hornesclive, 2s. 1%d. of rent in Ospring. • 
of the gift of John de 2a Heiruner, release of a rent of Qd. due to 

him from land in the parish of Eaversham. 
of the gift of Master Boger de Eaversham, Qd. rent from land in 

Bocton. 
of the gift of William, son of Eichard de Hornesclive, 8d. rent due 

to him from Walter the shepherd (bercarius). 
of the gift of Turbert Kyng, all his land in Elverlond which he held 

of the holding of Elverlond. 
of the gift of William de Eronkethe, 3 acres of land in Ospring. 
of the gift of Thomas Coton, 3 acres 3 perches of land there, a rent 

of Vid. due from Peter de Cocsete, a rent of id. due from 
Roger Cusin and his brothers, a rent of lOd. due from Richard 
Francais, and a rent of 8d. due from Stephen, son of Stephen 
de la Hay. 

of the gift of Simon de Erankethe, 1 acre and a half and 3 dayworks 
of land in Ospring. 

of the gift of Arnulf Cade of Ospring, 5 acres of land there, and a 
messuage late of Anselm the smith, 

of the gift of William Cook, 2 acres of land and wood called the 
Shaghe. 

of the gift of John, son of Robert de Childeshase, 28_. of rent in 
Ospring. 

of the gift of the same, 18d. rent there. 
of the gift of W . . . . the prior and convent of St. Mary Bliburgh, 

10s. rent which the prior and convent of the Holy Trinity, 
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Canterbury, used to render to them for a tenement without 
Worgate, Canterbury, 

of the gift of Helen, prioress, and the convent of St. Helen's, 
London, 2Gs. 8_. rent due to them from Adam the dyer and 
Mary his wife, from land in the parish of St. Mildred, 
Canterbury. 

Grant also of all gifts acquired or to be acquired by the said 
master and brethren. 

VI. 
(Charter Roll 42 Heury I IL , 15 A.pril 125S, m. 3.) 

Grant to St. Mary and the master and brethren of the hospital 
of Ospreng, which the king has founded for the support of the poor, 
of the following gifts :— 
of the gift of Richard de Eylemorton, 18 acres in Ludenham. 
of the gift of William de Tangreton, 120 acres in Whitstaple. 
of the gift of the master and brethren of the hospital of Dover, 

17 acres of land and 3 of wood in Ospring. 
of the gift of Absolon le Clerk, 2 messuages and 6 acres in Ospring. 
of the gift of the same, 12s. rent in Ospring. 
of the gift of Robert de Londoniis, 11_ acres of land in Ospring. 
of the gift of the same, 2 messuages and 14s. rent in Ospring some-

time of Aunfrey at Water. 
of the gift of William Busot, 2£ acres in Ospring. 
of the gift of William de Erankethe, 31 acres of land and I acre of 

wood in Ospring. 
of the gift of Richard, son of Nicholas, 3_ acres in Ospring. 
of the gift of Geoffrey Sauvage, 2 messuages, one in Eaversham and 

one in Ospring. 
of the gift of Roger de Lindested, 3 acres in Ospring. 
of the gift of Anfrey, son of Ranulph the baker, four acres and a 

half in Ospring. 
of the gift of the same, a messuage in Eaversham. 
of the gift of Reginald de Cornhulle, 20s. rent in Davinton. 
of the gift of Nicholas de Jerunde, 20s. rent in. Ludenham. 
of the gift of Margery de Hokelinge, 3 acres in Sheppey. 
of thegiftof Johnde Brunston and Henry his brother, 3 acres in Ores. 
of the gift of Eelicia, daughter of Smalman, 3 acres in Ospring. 
of the gift of Alexander de Grete, 2s. lOd. rent in Ospring. 

VII . 
(Lewis, Hist. Faoersham Abbey and Ohurch, p. 51, quoting "Thorne, 

Clere. Coll., 2091.") 
. . . . Item habeant et perspiciant dicti Vicarii (i.e., de Eaver-

sham) nomine quo supra, a MagiBtro Domus Dei de Hosprenge 
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qui pro tempore fuerit vs. sterlingorum pro decimis minoribus 
de clauso et ortis dicte Domus Dei de Hosprenge infra Parochiam 
ipsius eeclesiae de Faversham notorie constitutis provenientibus, 
juxta quandam composicionem inter quendam vicarium dicte 
Ecclesie et Magistrum dicte Domus Dei habitam in hac parte 

VIII . 
(Patent Roll 5 Edward IL, 5 Aug. 1312, m. 22.) 

Licence for alienation in Mortmain to the master and brethren 
of the hospital of St. Mary, Ospringe:— 
by Robert George, 3 messuages and 1 acre of land in Ospringe. 
by Henry de Edelmeton, 2 acres of wood there. 
by Robert Gerweis, moiety of an acre of wood in the same town. 

IX. 
(Patent Roll 28 Edward I IL , 24 May 1355, m. 1.) 

Licence for alienation in Mortmain to the master and brethren 
of the hospital of Ospringe, in satisfaction of 20s. and 100s. yearly 
of laud and rent which they had the late king's licence to acquire, 
of the following:— 
by Thomas Parson of the church of Wyvelesbrugh, Johu le Wayte 

and Roger le Bakere, 14 acres of land, 6 acres of wood in 
Newenham. 

by Walter le Gardyner, a toft and 3 acres and a fifth part of 2 roods 
of land in Bocton IT ndertheblen, and Ospring. 

by the same Walter and John Beggyng, 2 acres of land, 50 acres of 
wood and 9s. Qd. rent in Ospring, Chartham and Le Blen. 

by John de Bourn, 1 _ acres of land, 1 acre of pasture, and a rent of 
2 quarters of barley in Ospring. 

by the said John de Bourn and Roger, 2_ acres of land in Ospring, 
and 

by the said Walter and John le Weyte, reversion of a messuage and 
16 acres of land in Newenham held by Geoffrey le Bakere and 
Christina his wife for the life of Christina. 

The value of the whole beyond the rent aforesaid is 10s. yearly, 
as has been found by inquisition made by William de Apulderfeld, 
escheator in the county of Kent. 

X. 
(Deed in Chapter Library, Canterbury, D. 105s.) 

In ducentis libris usualis monete AnglisB Solvend. eisdem 
Magistri Rob'to et confraternibus aut cert, attorn, vel successoribus 
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suis in festo Pasche proxime futurum post dat. present, ad quam 
quidem solutionem premittita et fidelitur faciend. obligamus nos et 
successores nostras per presentis. In cujus rei testamonium pre-
sentibus sigillum nostrum consuestum est appendum Dat0 Octavio 
die mensis Junii anno quinto Regis Edwardi quatuor post con-
questo quinto. 

Seal of the Domus Dei of Ospringe. 

XI. 
(Ref. MS. Lamb.; Cart. MSS., I IL, 95.) 

Indenture made 28 June, 6 Henry VIII . (1514), between Robert 
Woodrow, master of the 'Ospitalof Ospring, and Richard Chetham, 
prior of the church of Our Lady and St. Nicholas of Ledes, relating 
to two garden plots which were sometime homestalls lying in the 
parish of Feversham bowndyng to the lyttyl messuage next unto 
the messuage there callyd Castell toward the west, and to the 
garden of the said Castell toward the north, and the lung's street 
toward the south, for a space of eighty years at a rental of 12d. to 
be paid at the Feast of Midsummer, or within twenty days. 

XI I . 
(Deed in Chapter Library, Canterbury, ^ 125 a., O9 126.) 

1520. The prior and chapter of Christ Church grant that 
St. John's College, Cambridge (to whom the lands of the dissolved 
Domus Dei of Ospringe have recently beeu conveyed), shall hold 
certain lands in the fee of the chapter, in the manors of Adisham, 
Staple and Chartham on the same terms as they were formerly held 
by the Domus Dei. 

(Ibid., 0 . 1263.) 
1520. The fellows and scholars of St. John's College, Cam-

bridge, give security to the prior and convent of Christ Church, 
Canterbury, for the rent of 122 acres of land and 43 acres of wood 
in the parish of Chartham, formerly part of the estates of the 
Domus Dei at Ospringe. 

I wish to express my grateful thanks to Mr. Arthur 
Hussey, who, on learning that I was proposing to investigate 
the History of the Ospringe, " Domus Dei," most generously 
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offered me his collection of Notes on the House; to Rev. 
C. E. Woodruff, Hon. Librarian to the Dean and Chapter of 
Canterbury, and to Mr. F. E. Giraud for valuable suggestions 
and help; to the Master of St. John's College and Mr. 
J. Bass Mullinger, of Cambridge, for information kindly 
given; to Mr. William Whiting, of Ospringe, for time 
ungrudgingly spent in making the measured drawings which 
accompany this paper; to Rev. Gf. M. Livett, Hon. Editor 
to the Kent Archseological Society, for kind help and con-
siderable trouble taken in the revision and final preparation 
of my work for appearance in this volume; and to others 
for assistance in various ways. 

To Mr. Hubert Elgar I am indebted for his excellent 
photograph of the seal specially taken for this paper, from 
the cast No. 305 in the Society's collection at Maidstone; 
and for the following description from the British Museum 
Catalogue of Seals: " Thirteenth century, about 2 in. by 
IJ in. Pointed oval: A patriarchal cross between four 
circular panels or plaques containing in each of the upper 
two a saint's head, of the lower two an ox's head." The 
legend is as follows : s\ FRATETJM : HOSPITALIS : BEATE : 
MAKIE : DE : OSPBENGE. 


	KAS front page.pdf
	Blank Page


