http://kentarchaeology.org.uk/research/archaeologia-cantiana/
Kent Archaeological Society is a registered charity number 223382
© 2017 Kent Archaeological Society

( xxxiii )

—

+

—

ABSTRACT OE PROCEEDINGS, 1921-22.
REPORT OP THE COUNCIL POR THE YEAR 1921-2.
In addition to its annual excursion the Society held meetings
during the past year at Canterbury.
In May the Society met at Canterbury for the purpose of
inspecting the excavations in progress at St. Austin's. For the
annual two days' excursion in July the centre chosen was Sittingbourne. Lord Northbourne presided at the business meeting in
the Town Hall.
ST. AUGUSTINE'S, CANTERBURY.—On Thursday, 19 May

1921,

some 150 members of the Society and their friends met at
St. Augustine's to see for themselves the result of the very
interesting recent excavations there. The railway strike no doubt
tended to reduce the numbers, especially of those living at a
distance. Amongst those present were the President, Lord Northbourne, Lady Northbourne, the Hon. Mrs. Wilfrid James, the
Archbishop of Canterbury and Mrs. Eandall Davidson, Bishop
Knight, Warden, Miss Knight, Canons G-ardner and Mason, and
about twenty members of the Council of the Kent Archaeological
Society.
Bishop Knight, in welcoming the Society, spoke of the indefatigable efforts of the Eev. R. U. Potts to make these excavations
a complete success. Money help was most essential, as the College
funds could not be used for this purpose. The "Warden impressed
on those present the necessity of not only excavating, but as far as
was possible preserving what was left of this onco magnificent
building.
The Bev. R. TJ. Potts then, with the help of ground plans,
described what had been done during the last year.
VOL. xxxvi.
c

xxxiv

PROCEEDINGS, 1921.

Lord Northbourne impressed upon his bearers bow important
vt was that those places in which was laid the foundation of English
Church history should be preserved for the instruction of all ages,
and he hoped that all present would use their influence to help on
the excavation and preservation of what time and destroyers had
left to us and to future generations on this interesting site.
Por the third time the Kent Archseological Society held its
Annual Meeting in the town of Sittingbourne, attended by the
President and Lady Northbourne.
The meeting took place in the Town Hall, the President alluding
in feeling terms to the great loss sustained by the Society in the
deaths of Sir W. St. John Hope and Mr. George Payne. He
welcomed the appointment of an Advisory Committee for Canterbury Diocese.
A valuable find of Roman coins, bowls, etc., was reported
recently from Dartford. Lady Hope was thanked for a valuable
gift of her late husband's MSS. now deposited in the Society's
room at Maidstone.
St. Michael's Church at Sittingbourne was visited uuder the
guidance of Aymer Vallance, Esq., P.S.A., before lunch.
After lunch Newington Church was visited. The Vicar, the
Rev. Percy Hunt, who is at present engaged iu writing its history,
described the building, drawing attention specially to its font and
cover, iron banded chest, and mural paintings.
Lower Halstow Church was next visited, chiefly with a view of
seeing the lately-disclosed lead font, which Professor Eeles of tho
Victoria and Albert Museum describes as a priceless treasure.
The Rev. C. Eveleigh "Woodruff described TJpchurch Church,
the least satisfactory feature of which is the tower. Attention
was specially drawn to the mural paintings on the wall of the south
aisle.
The party afterwards drove to Tunstall, where members were
most hospitably entertained at tea by the Rev. and Mrs. "Woodruff
in the beautiful gardens of the rectory. Many visited the Church
opposite, but time did not permit of any formal description.
The second day's excursion was entirely spent in the Isle of
Sheppey. Minster Church was the first place visited, the building
being described by Mr. Elliston Erwood. Dedicated to St. Mary
and Sexburga it forms part of the ancient buildings of the nunnery
founded about 676. The Shurland tomb was alluded to, and also
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the peculiar feature of a fifteenth-century door in the east wall.
After drawing attention to the tombs of Sir Thos. Cheney, Jordan
de Shepey, and an unknown Yorkist, Mr. Erwood was followed by
Dr. Cock, who, in the absence of Mr. R a l p h Griffin, read t h e latter's
paper on two brasses representing, it is supposed, Sir John de
Northwood and his wife Lady Joan de Badlesmere.
Mr. Aymer Vallance said t h a t Eastchurch Church was all of
one date, 1432, owing to the collapse of the former church due to
weak foundations. H e spoke of the rood screen, which extends
across the church 47 feet 7 inches in length, and drew attention to
the unequal spacing of the bays of the screen.
Shurland Castle, close by, was next visited. Mr. Erwood
described it as a Manor House consisting of several courts. The
present Gatehouse was probably n o t earlier than the reign of
Henry V I I I .
A visit to H a r t y Church in the extreme south-east of the island
ended the excursion. Mr. Aymer Vallance said in his description
that close examination proved the building to contain twelfth if not
eleventh century work. The rood-screen and the " Flanderskist"
were pointed out as objects of special interest.
Beports have been received from most of the Hon. Local
Secretaries, and to these gentlemen the Council is indebted for
much valuable information.
Roohester Cathedral.—Mr. Cobb reports that interesting work is going on
under his care in the south choir aisle. He hopes to furnish a full
account on the completion of the operations.
Chertseys Gate.—During repairs considerable remains of the original
timber structure were found, including two posts which originally
formed the jambs of a four-light window with traceried heads. One
cusp of the latter still remains at each end. The rafters and collars of
the roof are of the original oak, but the overhanging eaves on the north
side were removed long ago on account of a building removed in its
turn about forty years ago.
Canterbury.—Rev, R. TJ. Potts describes the work at St. Augustine's.
Dr. Cotton drew attention to St. Mary, Queeuingate, at the time of
its recent re-discovery.
Faversham.—Mr. Whiting hopes to give his account of work in Ospringe
in the form of a lecture on March 9 at Maidstone, assisted by
Dr. Bowes with respeot to similar finds at Reculver.
Sittingbourne.—$Lev. C. Eveleigh Woodruff reports the finding, during
road alterations near Highsted, at about two feet below the level of the
ground, of a small vessel of fictile ware, a few bones of animals, including
the detached teeth of a horse, but no human bones. The vessel, rather
clumsily made, he would describe as Romano-British, sometimes now
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called late Celtic. I t is of dark colour, kiln-baked, 6 in. high, widest
diameter 5J in., and 2 | in. at the mouth.

Dover.—Mr. Mowll reports that repairing work at the Castle has been
going on under proper supervision. The hall in whioh John Wesley
used to preach being threatened with demolition, Mr. Mowll had it
photographed as a record, though one whioh scarcely oomes within the
range of archasology.
M r . Amos, of 12 Snargate Street, though not a member of the
K e n t Archaeological Society, has contributed 4 1 pages of MS. with
photographs, drawings, and an ordnance map, in which are noted
the sites of finds in Dover during the past y e a r : —
Site of Fountain Hotel.—Mr. Amos describes the nature of the different
soils penetrated in the course of the operations, and reports the finding
of a roof tile stamped with the initials C L, B R ; hypocaust tiles;
many pieces of tufa and Roman masonry of flint and chalk; tufa with
greensand stone with white mortar; a few fragments of TJpchurch ware;
a peculiar piece of green material resembling leather, with bronze studs;
and a brick well with domed top.
Church Street.—In the new sewer works were found a great wall of flint
and hard white mortar; quantities of Roman pottery ; part of a millstone,
and another of Andernaoh lava; a portion of an oolite shaft 7£ in. in
diameter by 84 in. long; a tile inscribed C 1; another C L, B R; and
one other, of whioh the conjectural reading N D has been suggested;
and a few coins found by the workmen.
New Post Office, Priory Street.—There have been found several Roman
lamps; four vessels in fragments, now loaned to the Dover Museum;
a curious stone with hollows, which Mr. Frampton suggests may have
been a oresset-holder for two candles.
5 Cannon Street.—Discovered a fragment of tile, Br. bond, roofing and
capping tiles; pieces of Samian and Upchuroh ware; and thick cinerary
urn.
15 High Street.—Slight remains found here.
Hotel Metropole Garage.—A large mass of masonry, presumed to be Roman,
6 ft. thick by 16 ft. long. This proves to be a wall faced on the west
side with squared tufa blocks, laid in somewhat poor mortar. Lower
down a set-off was brought to light, but the base of the wall was not
reached, nor its thickness determined. This wall, like that in Market
Lane, consists largely of Roman material re-used. Further finds on the
spot comprised bonding and flue tiles; plaster, with traces of colourblue, white, yellow, pink, and red.
Mr. Amos also says that he has learned, by report, of the disoovery of
another skeleton at St. Margaret's, and alludes also to Roman finds at
Eastwear Bay, Folkestone, which, however, should come rather within
the province of the Curator of tho Folkestone Museum.

Several members have drawn attention to the need of preserving
and recording any discoveries that may -be brought to light in
making the new road from Dartford to Rochester, which will
apparently follow somewhat cloBely the line of the old Roman road.
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The Hon. Secretary has written to the Hon. Local Secretaries of
Dartford, Gravesend, and Rochester, asking each of them to do his
best to preserve anything of interest and record the same.
Our member, Mr. Whiting of Ospringe, has been busy excavating
graves in his own neighbourhood, of which he hopes to give an
account at Maidstone on 9 March.
The erection, in Canterbury Cathedral precincts, of the County
Memorial to the men belonging to Kent who lost their lives in the
Great "War, seemed to offer an opportunity for the recovery of the
ground plan of the long since demolished Church of St. Mary at
Queeningate; but although the site was thus established with a fair
degree of accuracy, the foundations of most of the walls had been
so thoroughly cleared away that it proved impossible to plan the
building, as it had been hoped.
I t being reported to the Council that the private residence and
grounds surrounding Canterbury Castle on three sides were likely
to come into the market, the Hon. Editor was instructed to write
in the name of the Society to the local papers, drawing the attention of the public to the importance of securing the property
immediately adjoining the Castle, and of saving it from falling into
the hands of the speculative builder.
Nothing has been done further at the Grey Friars, Canterbury,
but as the property is reported to be " for sale," it is much to be
hoped that it may come into the hands of someone interested in the
history and antiquities of the place.
Ashford Archaeological Society has been affiliated to the Kent
Archaeological Society.
During the past year the Society has made the following grants
of money:—
To the excavations in progress at St. Austin's, £75.
To the printing of the Inventory of Parochial Records of the
Diocese of Canterbury. This work was initiated by Lord Northbourne at the Diocesan Conference held at Lambeth in 1912. The
book will have an introduction and an appendix of original
documents, etc., edited by Rev. C. Eveleigh "Woodruff. I t will be
issued to the general public at 10s., but may be obtained by members
of the Kent Archaeological Society for Is. 6d. Grant of £50.
The Council report with deep regret the death, which occurred
in January 1922, of Mr. "Walter Stunt of Lorenden, Ospringe, for
many years a member and Honorary Auditor of our Society.
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Number of members elected during 1921.
Membership of the Society:—
Life Members
Loss
121
Ordinary Members
593
+
2
Honorary Members

4
44

716 against 674 Dec. 1920.
New Members who have paid during 1921
Members who have died during 1921
.
Members who have resigned during 1921 .

Net gain

. 54
10
11
21
.

83

The following members of Council retire by rotation in 1922:—
T. Colyer Pergusson, Esq., P.S.A., H. Mapleton Chapman, Esq.,
Sir W. Martin Conway, P.S.A., Arthur Hussey, Esq., Herbert
Monckton, Esq., Hon. H. Hannen.
Honorary Auditors: 0. H. Drake, Esq. By the death of the
late W. C. Stunt, Esq., a vacancy has been caused which it will be
necessary to fill. .
By order of the Council,
RICHARD

COOKE,

•

Hon. Sec.
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REPORT OP THE COUNCIL FOR THE YEAR 1922-3.
During the year ended 31 December 1922 our Society held
three General Meetings. In March, at Maidstone, Mr. William
"Whiting, with the aid of lantern slides, gave a lecture on the
Roman remains discovered by him in the parish of Ospringe, and
Dr. Bowes spoke about similar graves near Reculver. This was
followed by a lecture on the Anglo-Saxon Invasion of Kent, based
chiefly on the evidence of the map, by Colonel Godfrev Paussett,
C.B., C.M.G.
In May the excavations on the site of the Abbey Church of
St. Austin at Canterbury were visited, and the various discoveries
described by the Rev. R. U. Potts, P.S.A.
In July two days were spent in Cranbrook and its vicinity.
The weather was extremely favourable for our excursions,, and the
meeting throughout was much enjoyed by the members present.
It will, however, be memox'able chiefly for the sad fact that it was
the last General Meeting of our Society over which the late
Lord Northbourne presided. He was present on the first day,
though evidently not in his usual health, and at its conclusion left
for Harrogate. His death, which occurred early in the present
year, 1923, is deeply deplored by all with whom he had been brought
into contact, and to our Society the loss is a very severe one. An
obituary notice of our late President will be printed in the next
volume of Archceologia Cantiana.
Further losses through death have to be recorded and deplored.
Mr. John Churchill passed away in December last, and the Rev.
Thomas Shipdem Frampton, F.S.A., in February 1923.
Mr. Churchill was a member of the Council, and of the Committee of the Records Branch of our Society, of which he was
indeed one of the founders. Mr. Frampton had been a member
for upwards of sixty years, and for a considerable part of that time
served on the Council. He was a man of much amiability of
character, deep learning and sound judgment. By the generosity
of his widow a selection of Mr. Frampton's antiquarian books have
been presented to the library of our Society.
"With regard to the financial position of the Society, the Council
are pleased to be able to report that there has been a considerable
increase in membership during the past year, the actual number
of new members elected in the twelve months ended 31 Dec. 1922
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being 94, a larger number than any recent year can boast. The
high cost of printing, however, still makes it necessary to limit our
publications to the somewhat meagre dimensions that were adopted
during the great War, but we hope that this may be a temporary reduction only, and that it may be possible in the immediate
future to issue a volume of Archceologia Cantiana of more portly
proportions and at more regular intervals.
Our Meeting at Ashford on 25th July 1923 (the fourth visit of
our Society to the town) has the distinction of being the first
occasion on which we meet under our new President. At a General
Meeting held in March last Sir Martin Conway, P.S.A., was elected
by the unanimous vote of the members present, and it was a subject
for much satisfaction to learn later that Sir Martin was able to
accept the office.
The Council believe that the varied attainments of the newlyelected President, especially his critical acumen, artistic insight
and profouud knowledge in several branches of Archseological
study, will be of the utmost value to the Society, and that fresh
impetus will be given to its activities by his stimulating personality.
Number of Members during 1922:—
Life Members
. . . .
124 + 3
Ordinary Members
.
.
. 682 + 39
Honorary Members
. . .
2
New Members elected 1922
Deaths
Resignations

.

758 against 716 (1921).
94
Paid 80
19
28
47

Net gain

.

33

The members of tho Council who retire by rotation are:—
Charles Stokes, Esq., Dr. Eandall Davis, C. "W. Morland, Esq.,
Miss Churchill, Dr. Cock, P.S.A., "W. Bruce Banuerman, Esq.,^
P.S.A. The Honorary Auditors are :—C. H. Drake, Esq., Arthur'
Smith, Esq.
By order of the Council,
RICHARD COOKE,

Hon. Sec.

