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PLATK I. ANCHOR HOUSE, LYNSTED, KENT. 
Hy permission of the Courtauld Institute of Art. 
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ANCHOR HOUSE, LYNSTED. 

BY AYMER VALLANCE. 

IN the centre of the picturesque vUlage of Lynsted stands, or rather-
until recently, when, by enemy action, it was struck in an air raid and 
the better part of it was destroyed, stood the fifteenth century timber-
framed Anchor House. Why so named is not known, unless the 
tradition be correct which says that it was the ancient Inn of the place 
and bore the sign of the Anchor. The fabric of the house, however, 
affords no trace of any such thing. The front of the house, in accord 
with mediaeval preference, faced north, being situated immediately 
opposite to the south side of the churchyard of the old parish church. 
The plan was roughly a typical one, viz. a longish paraUelogram between 
a wing projecting at right angles to it at each end. The doorway, 
situated at the eastern extremity of the paraUelogram is as old as, if 
not indeed older than, any other in the viUage or neighbourhood, if one 
excepts the porch entrance of Pitstock Farmhouse, Rodmersham, 
which was simUar, but is now no longer standing. The particular 
variety of doorway in question is formed by a pair of substantial 
planks, sawn from the foot of a tree and set bottom upwards, with the 
spread of each joined together in the middle in such a way as to produce 
the outline of a two-centred arch. In the case of Anchor House the 
design is enhanced by an embattled moulding fixed horizontally along 
the top of the door frame, and by two engaged boutels, with moulded 
cap and base, attached one each to the end studs of the timbering-
above the doorhead, to carry the brackets for the overhanging eaves. 
I t wiU be quite obvious to anyone looking at the principal entrance 
from the outside that the existing door was never made for its present 
position in a two-centred doorway, which indeed it does not fit, being-
of a later date, and of four-centred form. I t is of sohd panel work, 
the frame of which is studded with naUs. There can be Uttle doubt 
that it came, Uke a smaUer door of rectangular outUne, now in the 
Lion Inn at Lynsted, from the demoUshed portion of Lodge. 

On the death in 1824 of John, thirteenth Lord Teynham, the 
younger of two brothers, successively Lords Teynham, of whom one 
was Henry, twelfth Lord (obiit 1800), and of whom both died without 
issue, a dispute as to their sanity, and consequently as to their capacity 
to make a vahd wiU, arose. The matter at last came to the decision 
of a law suit, in which the then owner in possession of the Lodge estate,. 
Major Charles Harry Tyler was cited as defendant in a plea of intestacy,, 
and the plaintitfthe inheritor of the title of Baron Teynham. The case 
was tried in the Court of Common Pleas, at Westminster, on January 
11th, 12th and 13th, 1830, and ended in the jury begging the judge to-
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stop the case, when a verdict was accordingly given for the defendant. 
Both the twelfth and thirteenth lords were, if not actuaUy insane, so 
very eccentric that probably no one was more astonished at the result 
than the defendant Tyler himself. Indeed so apprehensive had he been 
•of losing his case and the Lodge estate that, in anticipation, before the 
matter came up for decision, to prevent his house from falling into the 
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P&ATB I I . ANCHOR HOUSE, LYNSTED, KENT. 
Exterior of main door. 
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possession of his rival, he began to puU it down. He had already 
destroyed the north wing, and thus found himself, though successful 
at law, left with a much truncated mansion, which has never to this 
day been rebuUt. MeanwhUe certain of the fittings from the 
demoUshed portion of Lodge became dispersed about the viUage. 
Among them were two of the low-rehef medaUions from the ornamental 
plaster ceiUng of the state room on the first floor, a work which bears 
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PLATE II I . ANCHOR HOUSE, LYNSTED, KENT. 
Interior of main door within the Screens. 
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the date 1599. One of these ornaments, depicting a female head, is 
set up over the door of Yew Tree Cottage, which stands on a bank off 
the Doddington road, not far beyond Dadmans and almost opposite to 
the end of the lane leading eastward to CoUyers Farm. The other 
medallion, depicting Romulus, is inserted in the face of the porch-
gable of a house opposite to the south-east corner of Lynsted church-
yard. I t is accompanied by the date 1827, worked in the plaster, 
no doubt fixing the year when it was taken from Lodge after the partial 
ruin of the latter. The front door of Anchor House remains fortunately 
intact. I t is fashioned by a process which in metal-work would be 
named " lamination," that is to say it consists of two layers. That 
now seen from the outside is the door from Lodge, whUe the original 
door is stiU retained at the back, and fastened to it. I t has the interest-
ing detaU of a wicket, with ogee-pointed head, cut in the middle of it, 
though now closed up permanently. Of the original hinges part of the 
lower ride stiU remains. On the waU within, to right of the passage 
way, is seen the embattled oak moulding which surmounted the screens. 
The most conspicuously beautiful feature of the facade, and one which 
has now completely perished, was a large window of many hghts with 
oak muUions, richly moulded, and divided by a transom into two tiers, 
on the ground floor of the west wing. This window was not in the 
middle, but considerably to left of the wing. Above it a smaUer 
window, carried forward on a plastered cove and consisting of six 
Ughts, also divided by a transom, Ughted the upper floor. This window 
was situated in the middle of the west wing gable. The house is the 
property of Miss MUdred Smith, having been acquired by her father, 
the late Mr. George Smith, of Lynsted, at the sale and dispersal of the 
Barling property in 1901. By a direct hit during an enemy raid in 
August 1940 it was almost entirely ruined. The roof of the upper 
storey contains a handsome king post, stiU in situ. The owner has 
coUected and saved from the wreckage a number of beams and stored 
them in the hope that they may ultimately be replaced, if it should 
ever be possible to effect anything like restoration. As it is now, 
however, the lovely old Anchor House is as pitiable an eyesore as 
Hitler's bombing and the local CouncU's yeUow brick combined could 
succeed in making it. 

Grateful acknowledgments are due to the Courtauld Institute of Art 
for the use of the photograph, and particularly to Mr. Marshall Harvey, 
L.R.I.B.A., for his excellent detail drawings. 
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