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ANNUAL REPORT
FOR THE YEAR 1957



ANNUAL REPORT FOR T H E  Y E A R  ENDED 31sT DECEMBER,
1957

Council presents its Ninety-ninth Report and the Statement of Accounts
for 1957.

THE SOCIETY'S CENTENARY
Having been founded on the 19th September, 1857, the Society attained

its centenary in the year under review. Counci l  is glad to be able to report
that the year was successful in every way. M o r e  than 100 new members
joined the Society, the largest number during any one year since the 1860s,
and membership now stands at nearly 1,100. A  well-attended luncheon
in celebration of the centenary was held at the Royal Star Hotel, Maidstone,
on the 18th September and is referred to at the end of this Report. O n
several occasions during the year Council considered ways in  which the
Society could further contribute to the study of  archeeology and history
in the County and provide added scope for members to pursue their various
interests. O n e  special meeting of Council was given over entirely to this
subject. Conclusions which Council reached and proposals which they
decided to put forward are referred to in several sections of this Report.

The activities of  the Society have frequently been referred to in  the
county and local press and this publicity, together wi th the efforts o f
numerous members, no doubt account for the gratifyingly large number of
recruits to the Society during the year. Counci l  believes that members will
feel that this Report is evidence that the Society is as vigorous and active
as i t  has ever been at any time in its history, and i t  is hoped that existing
members will feel fully justified in persuading their friends that the Society
is worthy of their support.

A number of local meetings were held in celebration of the centenary.
At  Keston Mrs. E. V. Piercy Fox organized a highly successful meeting on
Saturday, 5th October, when some 70 members and their guests visited
the Holwood excavations, took tea as the guests of Dr. and Mrs. Piercy Fox,
and afterwards listened to  brief lectures by  Mr.  Frank Jessup on the
Rev. Lambert B. Larking, Mrs. Piercy Fox on the Holwood excavations,
Lt.-Col. G. W.  Meates on a  century o f  excavation (Roman sites), Mr.
R. F.  Jessup on Saxon jewellery, and Dr. Gordon Ward on a century of
excavation (Saxon Sites). M r .  Geoffrey Tookey, Q.C., thanked Dr. and
Mrs. Piercy Fox on behalf of the Society for their hospitality and for an
entirely successful occasion.

At Tunbridge Wells Mrs. V.  F.  Desborough arranged a  centenary
meeting on 28th September, when there were several interesting talks and
Mrs. Bradley, Curator of the municipal museum, kindly arranged a special
archmological exhibition in the lecture hall of the public library.

PRESIDENTIAL BADGE
I t  has been decided that, as a  permanent commemoration o f  the

centenary year, the Society should acquire a Presidential badge, and an
invitation to contribute to this purpose was sent to all  members of  the
Society. I t  is hoped that the presentation of the badge to the President
will be made at the 1958 Annual General Meeting.
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OBITUARY

I t  is with deep regret that Council has to record the deaths o f  Mrs.
D. Gardiner, Mr. A. Cumberland and Sir Gerald Wollaston. M r s .  Gardiner
had been a member of Council for 26 years, Mr. Cumberland was the Local
Secretary for Dartford for 24 years, and Sir Gerald Wollaston, after serving
on Council for many years, was elected a Vice-President in  1952. Since
obituary notices will appear in Archwologia Cantiana, it suffices to say here
that Mrs. Gardiner, Mr. Cumberland and Sir Gerald had each done much
for the work of the Society, and we are very conscious of the loss which the
Society has sustained by their deaths.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting was held at the Museum, Maidstone, on

the 24th April, 1957. Ow ing  to indisposition, the President was unfor-
tunately unable to be present and Dr. Gordon Ward took the Chair.

On the motion of the Chairman, the Report and Accounts for  1956
were adopted.

Mr. R.  H. Goodsall referred to the possibility of Bourne House being
demolished in the near future and i t  was resolved that the Society should
express to the Minister of Housing and Local Government the hope that a
Preservation Order would be made in respect of this fine example of early
18th-century architecture.

After the luncheon adjournment four short lectures were given on
topics relevant t o  the f irst hundred years o f  the Society's existence.
Lt.-Col. G. W. Meates spoke of some of the Roman excavations with which
the Society had been associated; D r .  Gordon Ward dealt wi th Saxon
excavations in Kent; Miss Anne Roper gave an interesting and frequently
amusing account o f  some o f  the Society's activities since 1857 ; a n d
Mr. Frank Jessup paid tribute t o  the Rev. Lambert B .  Larking, the
Society's first Honorary Secretary and its real founder.

The speakers were thanked by Dr. Irene J. Churchill, Vice-President,
who presided at the afternoon's meeting and, by being the first lady to do
so, established a new precedent in the Society's one hundredth year.

CouNcm
Mr. R. H. D'Elboux, who has given valuable help to the Society over

many years, has moved from the south-east of England and in consequence
has resigned from Council. H i s  place has been taken by Mr. R. H. Hiscock
of Gravesend. M r .  R. F. Jessup was elected to fill the vacancy caused by
the death o f  Mrs. Gardiner. Towards the end o f  the year Major Eric
Clarke found it necessary to give up his membership of Council, the vacancy
being as yet unfilled.

Five retiring members of Council, namely Miss Anne Roper, Mr. C. R.
Councer, the Rev. Canon A. 0.  Standen, Mr. B. W. Swithinbank and Mr.
P. J. Tester, were, at the Annual General Meeting, re-elected for a further
term of office.

KENT EDUCATION- COMMITTEE
Much interest i s  now being shown b y  schools i n  the County i n

archmology and local history, and Council submitted a  scheme t o  the
Kent Education Committee outlining ways in which i t  was suggested that
the Society could help to further the study of archmology and local history
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in Kent. T h e  suggestions put  forward by  Council have been accepted
by the Kent Education Committee and it is gratifying to be able to report
that the Committee have agreed to make the Society a grant of £150 a year
in recognition of the contribution which it makes to education in archeology
and local history.

PLACE- N s  COMMITTEE
I t  is understood that publication o f  the Kent volume stil l does not

figure in the English Place-Name Society programme for the near future.
Nevertheless it seems to Council that some preliminary work could usefully
be taken in hand, and i t  is known that there are many members of  the
Society interested in the subject. A  Committee, consisting of  Dr. P.  H.
Reaney (Chairman), Dr. I. J. Churchill, Dr. F. Hull, Mrs. E. V. Piercy Fox,
Dr. W. G. Urry, Dr. Gordon Ward and the Honorary General Secretary,
has been appointed to consider how place-name work in the County can
be promoted. M iss  Rosemary Keen o f  the County Archives Office,
County Hall, Maidstone, has agreed to act as Secretary of the Committee,
and members o f  the Society who are interested in place-name work are
invited to get into touch with her.

EXCAVATIONS COMMITTEE
Lt.-Col. G. W.  Meates, Mrs. E.  V.  Piercy Fox, Mr.  N.  C. Cook and

Mr. P.  J .  Tester have been appointed as a  Committee to promote the
excavation of suitable sites in  the County. T h e  Committee has co-opted
Professor W. F.  Grimes as a member. T h e  Committee has already made
a number of recommendations and, amongst other things, is considering the
possibffity of organizing a training school for students and others. I t  is
known that  a good many members o f  the Society are interested in  the
possibility o f  taking part as volunteer diggers in  excavation work and
Council hopes that  i t  wi l l  be possible t o  provide them with additional
opportunities of putting their interest and enthusiasm into practice.

ARCHITECTURAL BRANCH
At the Centenary Luncheon the principal speaker, Mr. W. A. Pantin,

referred to the need for a complete record of  the many old buildings in
the County which possess some architectural interest. T h i s  is a matter
which had already engaged the attention of Council and it is proposed to form
an Architectural Branch with the object of recording full details of every
building within the County (other than those already adequately surveyed)
that has any claim to architectural merit or antiquity. I t  is hoped to
include all buildings, ecclesiastical, civil and military, in the survey. T h e
survey will involve measuring and drawing plans of  buildings as well as
making a complete photographic record. Members who are interested are
asked to get into touch with Mr. F.  C. Elliston Erwood, whose address is
6 Foxeroft Road, Shooter's Hill, London, S.E.18.

RECORDS PUBLICATION
On the advice o f  the Records Committee, Council decided that the

Records Branch, wi th its separate subscription of  a  year, should be
allowed to lapse at the end of 1957 since the present cost of printing makes
it  impossible to undertake a regular programme of periodical publication
of record material.

The intention t o  publish Ken t  records is, however, b y  no means
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abandoned. A  new Records Publication Committee, consisting o f  Dr.
F. Hull (Convener), Dr. I. J. Churchill, Mr. C. R. Councer, Wing Commander
W. V.  Dumbreck, Mr. R. H. Hiscock, Mr. F.  W. Jessup and Dr. W. G.
Urry, has been appointed as a  standing committee o f  Council. T h e
Committee wi l l  keep under review the possibility o f  publishing Kent
records either in  Archceologia Cantiana, i f  they are brief and o f  general
interest, or in the form of occasional ad hoc publications. A  fund is being
established to help with the publication of suitable material from time to
time and all members of the Society who are interested in Kent records are
invited to contribute towards the fund. I n  particular, it is hoped that those
members who formerly subscribed to the Records Branch will be willing to
contribute to the new Records Publication Fund.

OLD HOUSES
Council has gladly agreed to a suggestion o f  the Committee for the

Preservation of  Rural Kent that the Society should co-operate with the
Committee b y  forming a  jo in t  panel t o  safeguard interesting houses
proposed for demolition. T h e  Society's representatives are Mr.  C. R .
Councer, Mr. D. T.  A. Ponton, Mr. W. P.  D. Stebbing and Major F.  W.
Tomlinson.

PRESERVATION OF SCHEDULED SITES
Three years ago a memorandum was circulated to all members of the

Society giving a summary of the Ancient Monuments Acts 1913 and 1931
and a  complete l i s t  o f  the scheduled sites i n  Kent.  Counci l  again
earnestly appeals to members of the Society to send to the Curator (Mr.
L. R .  A .  Grove o f  The Museum, Maidstone) early notification o f  any
alteration or proposed alteration to such sites which come to their notice.
I t  is hoped that members will be vigilant in doing this for occasions continue
to occur in which alterations are made to sites although they have been
scheduled, and sometimes ancient monuments have been destroyed before
knowledge of the intended alteration reached the Authorities.

LIBRARY AND COLLECTIONS
The Rev. Bernard Wigan, who had undertaken to act as Librarian,

moved to a living outside the County during the year. Before going, he
found i t  possible to do a good deal of work in the library and he arranged
for the erection of some more shelves which will be of great help in keeping
the library in order.

The following additions by gift were made to the library and collections
during the year: Kent, Our Glorious Heritage, by H. R. Pratt Boorman,
1950: g i f t  of the Author. K e n t  Unconquered, by H. R. Pratt Boorman,
1951 : g i f t  o f  the Author. Roman Roads in  Britain, Volume I I ,  North
of the Foss Way, by Ivan D. Margary, 1957 : g i f t  of the Author. F i e l d -
Names in South Derbyshire, by William Fraser, 194'7 ; g i f t  of Mr. B. W.
Swithinbank, C.B.E. T h e  Locking Roman Site, by R. E. Linington and
G. Rogers : g i f t  o f  the Authors. W h o  is this King of' Glory, A  Critical
Study o f  the Christos-Messiah Tradition, b y  A lv in  Boyd Kuhn, 1944.
Shadow o f  the Th i rd  Century—A Revaluation o f  Christianity, b y  A lv in
Boyd Kuhn, 1949. T h e  Lost Light—An Interpretation of Ancient Scriptures,
by Alvin Boyd Kuhn, 1940. T h e  three last-named books are the gift of
Captain R. Lloyd Jones.

xlv
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The Honorary Editor was unfortunately injured in a motor-car accident
during the early summer but nevertheless Volume L X X  was published in
good time. I t  has been well received and is a  volume worthy o f  the
Society's centenary year.

Council draws the attention of  members to the fact that the actual
cost of the volume is practically equivalent to the income from members'
subscriptions. I t  is possible t o  continue the publication o f  a volume
of the present size only because of the substantial grants which the Society
has been fortunate enough in  recent years to receive i n  respect o f  the
publication of certain papers. F o r  example, a  contribution of  £150 was
received from the Ministry of Works for the publication in Volume L X X
of the papers on the Seasalter Mounds and Holborough Cemetery.

Members will be gratified to see the substantial increase in contributions
to the Archceologia Cantiana Fund (previously known as the Archwologia
Camtiana Sustentation Fund). M a n y  institutional members of the Society,
when the cost of publishing Archwologia Cantiama was pointed out to them,
agreed t o  increase their  subscriptions, and these increases appear as
donations to the Archceologia Cantiana Fund.

ExounsioNs.
A successful programme o f  excursion meetings during the year was

arranged b y  Mr.  D .  T.  A .  Ponton, the Society's energetic Honorary
Excursions Secretary. Places visited included:

Saturday, N e w  Hall, Dymchurch ; St .  Mary-in-the-Marsh; S t .
25th May N i c h o l a s  Church, New Romney; S t .  Clement, Old

Romney; St.  Augustine Church, Brookland ; Chapel
of St. Catherine; Kenardington.

Saturday, T u d o r  Manor House, Dartford; St. John's Jerusalem,
29th June S u t t o n -at-Hone; Franks; Ruxley Farm; Scadbury

Manor, Chislehurst ; E l tham Palace.

Saturday, C a n t e r b u r y  Cathedral.
27th July

Saturday, A l l  Saints Church and Manor House, Hollingboume ;
31st August God in ton.  P a r k ;  S t .  Mary 's  Church, Westwell ;

Church of SS. Peter and Paul, and the Archiepiscopal
Palace of Charing.

There was a residential meeting at Kingsgate College during the week-
end 3rd to 5th May on the subject of Romney Marsh. T h e  programme
included a visit to Walmer Castle, the residence of  the Lord Warden o f
the Cinque Ports, and lectures on the History of Romney Marsh up to the
14th century, by Dr. Gordon Ward; the Formation and Reclamation of the
March, b y  Mr.  G. P.  Askew; L a n d  Drainage and Administration, b y
Dr. Felix Hul l ;  the Churches of the Marsh, and Smuggling, by Miss Anne
Roper; and  the Cinque Ports, by Mr. Frank Jessup. T h e  Chairman o f
the meeting was Mr. Ronald Jessup.

Council is considering the possibility during future years o f  arranging
one or two excursions each year to places of interest outside the County.
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EXCAVATIONS, DISCOVERIES AND LOCAL NOTES

Bexley
Mr. P.  J. Tester reports that a large quantity of Belgic pottery was

discovered in the garden of 99 Cold Blow Crescent, Bexley. T h e  find is
being investigated.
Cranbrook

Mr. C. C. B. Pile reports: Following a report from Mr. G. Leech that
pieces o f  tile, turned up i n  a  field on his farm at  Li t t le Farningham,
appeared to be of Roman origin, arrangements were made for an investiga-
tion of the site, which is situated about 100 yards east of  the line of the
Roman road and about one mile north of Hemsted, Benenden. T h e  year
1956 saw so much rain that it was not possible to do more than mark out
the ground and take out one or two trial holes and one short trench, but
this work confirmed that the site was undoubtedly a Roman one.

More progress was made in 1957 ; w i th  the assistance of a small party
of girls from Benenden School, four trenches have been opened across the
lower part of the ground. These have revealed a floor, partly of cement
and partly paved with large tiles 11 inches square, and also a pool about
18 inches deep with a floor of puddled clay and with an overflow drain,
built up partly from roofing tiles and partly from box-flue tiles, leading
downhill in the direction of a small stream. T o  judge from the masses of
slag iron and cinder encountered all over the site, i t  appears to have been
an iron working. T h e  finds have not  been numerous—only one coin
too worn to be identified, a  blue bead, part o f  a  bronze brooch, and
quantities of  nails. M o s t  of the pottery is the coarse type of native ware
of the Romano-British period, w i th  a  few fragments o f  Samian and
Upchurch. A  number of  pieces of  glass have also been recovered. T h e
most important and interesting feature o f  the excavation, however, is
the fact that almost all of  the tiles, bricks, box-flues, etc., are stamped
with the official stamp CL.BR. (Classis Britannica) ; b y  the end of  the
season more than fifty examples had been recovered in five or six different
types o f  stamp. A  comparison wi th the Richborough, Folkestone and
Wadhurst examples o f  these stamped tiles shows that these Cranbrook
ones are all different from the hitherto recorded examples.

Much work remains to be done before i t  will be possible to assess the
importance of this site, but situated as i t  is deep in the heart of the Weald
it is obvious that i t  has most interesting implications.

An excellent specimen of a box-flue tile, with a clear CL.BR. stamp
has been deposited in the Museum, Maidstone.
Dartford and Crayford

Mr. H. J. Balls reports that on the 11th October, 1957, when workmen
were digging a sewer trench at Crayford Council's Housing Estate at Slade
Green, an important discovery of Roman remains was made. M r .  W. Carr
of Crayford was called in and proceeded to excavate. H e  found several
cremation urns and a red Samian bowl with the potter's mark. These
were examined by  Mr.  Ralph Merrifield o f  Guildhall Museum and are
now in Dartford Borough Museum. M r .  Carr is still engaged on the site
and a detailed report is being made.

Dartford Museum has also received another local trade token of  the
17th century to add to its collection. T h i s  is one of Thomas Gill, tailor
and cloth merchant. I t  is dated 1695 and was dug up a t  Bow Arrow
Lane.
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I t  is also reported that what are believed to be fragments of the medieval

font of Crayford Church, cast out in the Victorian restoration, have been
found in a rockery in the locality.

Faversham
Mr.  S. Wilson reports as follows : Tw o  matters o f  importance have

occurred during the  year. Arden's House has been preserved. T h e
position was that  the house was listed under the Town and Country
Planning Act, 1947, and the then owner, having failed to dispose of the
house, applied for permission to pul l  i t  down. A  large sum o f  money
needed to be expended on i t  and all efforts to raise i t  failed. T h e  Local
Planning Authori ty gave permission t o  demolish. A t  tha t  stage Mr.
J. C. Hallward bought the house and prepared a scheme for its restoration.
The scheme was approved and a grant of  £1,000 made b y  the Historic
Buildings Committee. W o r k  is well advanced and the immediate future
of the house is now assured.

The other matter is that  the Ministry o f  Works finally completed
the long-drawn-out work o f  restoring the fabric o f  the Maison Dieu in
Ospringe Street. T h e  Roman exhibits have been brought back from
Richborough, a custodian has been appointed and the Museum re-opened
to the public.

Keston
Mrs. E. V. Piercy Fox reports that the second season's work at Holwood

has confirmed the important results obtained in 1956. T h e  Inner Rampart
has been shown to be the work of three periods, all dated by the pottery
to Iron Age B.

Lullingstone
Lt.-Col. G. W. Meates reports as follows on the Roman villa excavation :

By the end of the 1957 season, the remnants of the Christian House Chapel
had been completely excavated by Mr. Nicholson and Mr. Bird. M a n y
thousand fragments o f  painted wall  plaster were recovered and await
sorting and assembling. A l ready,  however, parts o f  the third Chi Rho
monogram within a beautifully painted floral wreath, and portions of  a
small human figure, have been identified. N o  recognizable traces o f  an
altar, either of wood or more durable material, came to light, and i t  must
be supposed that i f  an altar had once stood in the room, i t  was a portable
one, and had been removed before the final destruction. A l l  the Christian
painted plaster will shortly be transferred to premises of  the Ministry of
Works in London, where i t  will be concentrated for treatment and study.

Much careful excavation took place under the high slope o f  hillwash
immediately to the west of  the Roman house. A  thick zone containing
fragments of very fine quality Samian and Rhenish wares clearly indicated
that this material had come down from an area of occupation further again
to the west and at a higher level. A  trench was therefore sited at this
higher level, and the Roman building was revealed. A  pair o f  massive
walls constructed of chalk blocks and mortar, with corridors behind, were
found running north and south, enclosing between them a deep apartment,
somewhat like a cellar, cut down into the natural hillside. T h i s  apartment
contains great quantities o f  pick cement, finely faced and painted i n
colours. Fa l len  from the walls in antiquity, the design incorporates the
legs and feet of a man of half life-size striding against a green background
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and above a red dado. Complete excavation of this high level building
is scheduled for the 1958 season, when it  is hoped to collect and assemble
much of this pictorial decoration of  the walls. T h e  dating here is pro-
visionally placed in the late second century.

An incidental but  extremely important discovery a t  this high level
was a group of human skeletons. T h e  black earth covering them contained
many fragments of late fourth century pottery; and while no grave-goods
have yet come to light, these remains may well represent some o f  the
Christians of the late fourth or early fifth centuries who were associated .
with the Christian establishment below.

All the overlying deposits having been cleared away above the low
level west o f  the Vil la proper, a  rectangular platform-floor o f  prepared
flint, chalk and mortar was revealed. T h i s  was bounded by  six large
and deep post-holes that had once carried roughly shaped tree-trunks,
which in turn had supported a heavy roof of thatch. A  foundation burial,
consisting o f  an infant i n  a  crouched position, was found inside this
building, in  the north-west corner, while ovens and a construction that
may have been the household laundry, all of later Roman date, occupied
positions within the post-hole complex. T w o  pits were found exterior
to this building on the west. O n e  was empty and its use is unknown;
the other was filled with a thick deposit of fruit remains. T h i s  fruit  lay
above a  filling o f  leather, much decayed, consisting o f  one large sheet
across the bottom of the pit and abundant traces of some thirty sandals
and boots, some with their iron sprigs and bronze buckles intact. Several
of these sandals had been pressed vertically into the clay with which the
pit had been lined. T h e  curious filling of  this p i t  suggests some sort of
tanning industry, dated by the associated pottery to the late second century.

The most spectacular and important find o f  the year, a  find so far
unique in Britain, was made late in the season. F o r  a long time a window
was suspected, blocked up in Roman times, in the south wall of the Base-
ment Room. O n  removing the block, the supposed window was seen to
be a niche in the thickness of the wall, 31 feet high and originally 21 feet
wide, a foot or more deep, and arched over with small chalk voussoirs.
Upon the back of this niche appear the remains, remarkably well preserved
considering their great antiquity, of a magnificent painting of the classical
Roman type, exhibiting all the signs of  the best Mediterranean art. I n
the centre stands a nymph, with head inclined, the face beautifully painted,
a diadem in  her hair, wi th an aureole o f  green leaves. H e r  right arm
extends downwards and though at this point the hand is missing, a branch
of green leaves springs up vertically as i f  held in it. O n  either side of this
standing figure is seated another nymph, though the right hand one, from
the spectator's viewpoint, has been destroyed in antiquity except for a
red dress covering the legs. T h e  left-hand nymph has a robe of cerulean
blue over her thighs and she also has an aureole of green leaves. Bracelets
and armlets are visible adorning these two remaining nymphs, each o f
whom wears also a  necklace of  blue beads. T h e  blue-clad nymph rests
her right hand upon a vessel which discharges water, again of cerulean blue,
in a downward direction. I t  seems clear that this group represents three
water-nymphs. D a t e d  as they are to the late second century occupation
of the Basement Room, the walls of  which were decorated at that time
with the "pa lm and panel" motif, their significance is as yet unknown,
a problem inviting the closest attention.

As wi l l  be seen from the foregoing account, the 1957 season was
eminently successful. Once  again sponsored by the Ministry o f  Works,

A l lX  4
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the work was most efficiently carried out by all concerned, every possible
care being taken by individual diggers to overlook nothing of  evidential
value. T h e  heavy work was undertaken under the leadership o f  Mr.
Anthony Vignaux, while Miss Elizabeth Betts, Miss Evelyn Davies, Mr.
and Mrs. J. Allan and Mr. Nicholas Spence took leading roles in directing
the w o r k  i n  the i r  several areas. Members o f  the Dulwich College
Archmological Society were among the students and archmologists who
carried out an admirable season's work. to all of whom warm thanks are
accorded. Vis i tors  to the site were as numerous as ever, and included a
large number of  schools, to  al l  o f  whom Mr. Rook once more gave his
undivided attention. A l l  concerned look forward keenly to recommencing
work in 1958.
Maidstone

Mr. B .  C. Stone reports that the restoration o f  the Master's House
at the Old College has been carried out by Maidstone Corporation with the
assistance of  a grant from the Ministry of Works. T h e  building is now
used by the Kent Education Committee as a music centre for the County.
Orpington

Mr.  A .  J.  J .  Parsons reports that the Orpington Historical Records
Society has had another busy year, and a band of local enthusiasts, known
as "The Diggers ", have explored no fewer than six sites during the year.
An account of  their work wil l  appear in the Researches and Discoveries
section of Volume L X X I  of Archccologia Clantiana.
Sandwich

Major F.  W. Tomlinson reports as follows:
(i) A small section of the Roman Watling Street was uncovered about

one mile north of Ash, not far from where the road had been supposed to
run. Excavations were conducted by Dr. Ogilvie of  Ash. T h e  site was
visited by Mr. S. S. Frere.

(ii) A t  Great Wenderton Manor, Wingham, the existence o f  five (or
more) bee-boles, in the very small fragment of masonry that remains, was
confirmed.

(iii) The fabric o f  the church of  St. Mary the Virgin, Sandwich (the
oldest foundation in Sandwich) which had fallen into a state of disrepair,
has now been reconditioned, thanks to the efforts of  a number of people
who were concerned about the future of the building.

Sutton Valence
Mr. R. C. Stone reports as follows :
(i) Excavations were continued during the year at the Castle; they

were carried out by two boys of Sutton Valence School who have since left.
(ii) Mrs. T. W. Oxendale has uncovered a stone coffin lid or tomb slab,

which is carved wi th a  raised cross, much worn;  date,  I  should say,
13th century. Doubtless i t  is from the old church. I t  lies in the church-
yard south of the S. porch of the present church.

Tunbridge Wells
Mrs. V.  F.  Desborough reports that Mr. James Money made good pro-

gress at the High Rocks site, where he and his workers have uncovered a
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section of the double ramparts around the camp. A  pit has been dug from
2 feet to 8 feet deep which follows the contours of the ancient defence system
for about 13 yards. A  small amount of pottery was found, dating from •
the latter half of the last century B.C. to the first half of the first century.
The excavations continue.

LOCAL ACTIVITIES
Reference to a number of locally organized meetings is made earlier in

this Report.
At  Tunbridge Wells our Local Secretary, Mrs. V. F.  Desborough, with

her customary enthusiasm and initiative, arranged also a number of other
events for members o f  the Society. A t  the spring meeting Mr. Rupert
Gunnis gave an interesting talk on church monuments and their history,
and the annual half-day excursion in  June was to  Ightham Moat and
Coldrum, where Mr. Maddan talked about the Stones.

FINANCE
A Statement of  Income and Expenditure for 1957 and a copy of  the

Balance Sheet at 31st December, 1957, are attached.
Council again appeals:

(1) for  more members to enter into seven-year covenants;
(2) for  generous support of the Archaologia Cantiana Fund and the

Records Publication Fund;
(3) for  members who do not use Bankers' Orders to pay their sub-

scriptions promptly to the Collector, Mr. C. W. Hopper, 14 Nunnery
Road, Canterbury.

By Order of the Council,
FRANK W. JESSUP,

6th March, 1958. H o n o r a r y  General Secretary.

CENTENARY LUNCTITION, 18TH SEPTEMBER, 1957
On 18th September, 1957, some 200 members of the Kent Archmological

Society and their guests sat down to luncheon at the Royal Star Hotel,
Maidstone, to celebrate the centenary of the Society. Du r i ng  the morning
a party o f  members visited Mereworth Castle, the scene of the meeting
on 19th September, 1857 at which it was decided to found a Kent archmo-
logical society. Ano ther  group of members visited Ryarsh Church, where
they were met by the Vicar, and the Honorary Secretary placed some flowers
beneath the memorial tablet to the Reverend Lambert Blackwell Larking,
the Society's first Secretary and its real founder.

At  luncheon the Society's guests included: M r.  W. A. Pantin, Fellow
of Oriel College, Oxford; the Worshipful the Mayor of Maidstone (Alderman
S. J. Lyle) and the Mayoress (Mrs. Daniel Lyle) ; S i r  William Nottidge,
Chairman of  the Kent County Council; Bishop and Mrs. Lem-nan ; S i r
Hilary Jenkinson, President o f  the Surrey Archeeological Society • Pro-
fessor W. F. Grimes, President of the London and Middlesex Archeeological
Society; and  Dr. Gordon Ward and Major F.  W.  Tomlinson, Honorary
Members o f  the Society. T h e  Bishop o f  Rochester was unfortunately
prevented by illness from being amongst the Society's guests.

Ii
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The President, Major Teichman Derville, after proposing the toast of

Her Majesty the Queen, welcomed the members and guests at the centenary
luncheon. Nothing,  he said, was more encouraging than to see, after the
vicissitudes of a hundred years, so marked a revival of interest in antiquity
throughout the County. W e  could r ightly be proud o f  the Society's
achievements, largely due to the loyal and devoted service of its Officers.
That afternoon, met together to celebrate the centenary, i t  was appropriate
to recall

"The blind forewandered years, and round
their temples bind

Fresh coronals of lovelier memories."
I t  was a source of great satisfaction to find a society of  this kind so well

supported by the County as a whole and to be able to welcome not only
the Mayor of  Maidstone but also Sir William Nottidge, Chairman of the
County Council. S i r  Mortimer Wheeler, President o f  the Society o f
Antiquaries, had hoped to be present but at the last moment had found
himself unable t o  come. H e  had sent this telegram: " V e r y  greatly
regret quite unavoidable absence from your centenary luncheon today.
May I  wish you a very happy occasion and convey the warmest greetings
from your elder brother, the Society of Antiquaries of London."

Mr. Pantin, invited by the President to propose the toast of the Society,
began by recalling that he had been a member since 1923 and could, indeed,
fairly claim to be called a  Kentishman for when he had been born at
Blackheath i t  still formed part of the county of Kent. M r .  Pantin spoke
appreciatively of  some of the men who had been prominent in the work
of the Society when he joined it, including Richard Cooke and the Rev.
Eveleigh Woodruff. Some of the members to whom honour was due for
the part which they played in the Society's early history were recorded in
Mr. Frank Jessup's article M. Volume L X X  of  Araceologia Cantiana on
the history of  the Society, but Mr. Pantin thought that especially to be
congratulated were those who had kept the Society so very much alive and
active during the last forty years, during which time i t  had survived not
only two world wars but also the introduction of the Welfare State.

Probably, continued Mr. Pantin, there had never been a time when
conditions were so difficult for learned societies—taxes were high, incomes
were small, and now there were few leisured scholars comparable with the
country clergy o f  the 19th century. W e  were, i n  fact, i n  the midst o f
something like an intellectual Battle o f  Britain, a  battle which had as
its heroes such people as our President, Major Teichman. Derville, Sir
Edward Harrison, Honorary Secretary from 1935 to 1950, and the present
Office-holders. I t  was good to  f ind a  voluntary society such as ours
flourishing. I n  a totalitarian state, no doubt, all of its functions would be
taken over by a Ministry of Culture, but i t  was dreadful to think of the
powers a Commissar Jessup might wield!

Not only had the Society kept alive in spite of the past two generations
but also i t  had succeeded in developing its work, especially in the fields of
local history and scientific archmology, so marked a contemporary feature.
The "  barrow-boys " had been active in their excavations and, as a result,
we knew much more about Roman and Saxon England. B u t  one field
where much work remained to be done was the systematic survey and
recording o f  domestic architecture i n  Kent .  K e n t  had a  wonderful
collection of half-timbered yeomen's houses and Mr. Pantin said i t  would
be a fine thing to get a corpus of plans and drawings of this kind of building.

lii



REPORT, 1957
This was made even more necessary because old buildings were in constant
danger of disappearing; sometimes i t  was impossible to prevent them from
being destroyed but there was no reason why they should be destroyed
without a complete record. W o r k  on these lines was going on in Exeter,
and Kent's domestic architecture was just as interesting, i f  not more so,
as that o f  Devon. M r .  Pantin felt that  the future o f  the Society and
its work would be no less bright than the past, and it was with confidence
and pleasure that he proposed the toast of the Society.

Replying for the Society, Mr.  Norman Cook said that  i t  was very
satisfactory for a society to attain its centenary, but 100 years was really
not a very long span of time. H e  spoke not merely in terms of archmo-
logical t ime; when he remembered that he himself had been associated
with the Society for a third of that period, and Mr. Elliston Erwood—who
was still very much with them—had been a member for half a century,
to attain a  centenary seemed perhaps a  less remarkable performance.
A hundred years, in fact, was insignificant in the true time-scale of Kent's
glorious past: i t  was a landmark to note, but then to press on with all
the work of research and excavation that lay ahead.

Mr. Cook quoted part of the introduction to Volume I  of Archoologia
Cantiana and contrasted some of the 19th-century ideals there expressed
with the needs of the present day. H e  stressed that the task of the Society
now was to harness the mass support of the many present-day followers of
archmology whereas, in the past, i t  had been sufficient to gain the massive
support of a few individuals. There  was a great harvest of interest and
help to be reaped, and he hoped that the next occasion of a celebration
luncheon would be not so much a centenary luncheon as a Harvest Home.

Proposing the toast o f  the Society's guests, Mr.  Frank Jessup, the
Honorary General Secretary, said tha t  there were many reasons fo r
celebrating a centenary, one of the best of them being the opportunity that
it gave of reaffirming old friendships and alliances. Those alliances were
represented in  the Society's guests that day. F r o m  its early days the
Society had invariably received the support of  the Church and i t  was a
great pleasure for the members to have with them on this occasion Bishop
and Mrs. Lenman, who had now made their home in  Kent. Another
alliance, which dated from 1857 and which stil l happily continued, was
that between the Maidstone Museum and the Society. H i s  Worship the
Mayor was not merely the first citizen of  the County town but also the
representative o f  a  Town Council thanks t o  whose enlightened policy
Maidstone possessed a Museum the reputation of  which was known far
beyond the boundaries of the County itself. Compared with the Corpora-
tion of Maidstone, the Society was but an upstart, a mere stripling of a
hundred years, contrasted with the County town's 400 years; however,
in terms of years the Society could claim seniority to the County Council,
which dated only from the '80s o f  the last century. Nevertheless, the
support which the Society had had, and still had, from all the public
authorities in Kent, whether they were of ancient or modern origin, was
another feature which must give general satisfaction to the members, as
did particularly the fact that Sir William Nottidge, the Chairman of the
County Council, had been able to find time in a busy life to join their
company a t  luncheon that day. A s  an indication o f  the interest and
support o f  the County Council, Mr. Jessup mentioned that recently the
Council had agreed to make the Society a grant of 2150 a year in recognition
of the work which i t  was doing in education in archEeology.

The presence at their Luncheon of Mr. Pantin, o f  Oxford University,
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might be taken as a symbol of a continuing alliance between the Society
and the seats of polite learning and exact scholarship, another affiance that
dated back to the year of the Society's foundation.

The members were proud that with them also were Sir Hilary Jenkinson,
President of the Surrey Archmological Society, and Professor W. F. Grimes,
President of the London and Middlesex Archmological Society. B o t h  these
Societies were senior to the Kent Society, and right from the beginning they
had extended a helping hand to the younger Society. Indeed, the tutelage
which Surrey had offered in 1857 was rather more than Kentish pride could
then suffer; possibly i f  that help could be offered today, but confined to
the cricket field, it would be gratefully received by Kent—a remark prompted
by the fact that the Honorary Secretary had recently found a photograph
of the last Kent X I  to win the County Championship filed in the Society's
records. I t  seemed ominous that i t  should be deposited in the archives
of a Society which dealt with matters of antiquity!

For all the help which the Society received from its numerous well-
wishers and allies the members were grateful, as was evident from the cordial
manner in which the toast of the guests was honoured.

Sir William Nottidge, replying for the guests, mentioned several ways
in which the association between the County Council and the Society contin-
ued to develop. H e  recalled how recently the Council had agreed to re-site
and rebuild a highway in order to facilitate Lt-Colonel Meates's excavations
at the Luffingstone Roman villa. T h a t  was symptomatic of their attitude
that, wherever they could, they would do anything within their power
to help the study of  archmology in Kent. Ano the r  aspect o f  the close
association between the Society and the County Council was the welcome
activity of  the President, Major Teichman Derville, in  bringing about a
remodelled County Archives Office, functioning successfully under D r.
Felix Hull. S i r  William Nottidge admitted that he could not claim to be
an archmologist ; perhaps a certain scepticism had been induced in him
as a youth by a story which his father had told him about a supposed
ancient spearhead found in the grounds of Tonbridge School. Archmologieal
interest in the object had flagged however after the headmaster's coachman
declared scornfully, "  Spearhead f T h a t  ain't no spearhead. That 's  the
vane off  the headmaster's stables that was put under the muck-heap."
In spite of the fact that he himself was no archeologist, Sir William said
that he was proud of the County Society's long and successful history and
wished it an equally prosperous second century.

The luncheon concluded by the President, in  a few felicitous words,
taking leave of the guests and members, many of whom then repaired to
Maidstone Museum and the County .Archives Office, where admirable
exhibitions from the Society's collections had been arranged by the Curator,
Mr. Grove, and the County Archivist, Dr. Hull.

I t  would be unfitting to end this account of the Centenary Luncheon
without recording a warm tribute to the sub-committee by whom i t  was
organized, and especially to Miss Anne Roper.

F.W.J.
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INCOME A N D  EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR T H E  Y E A R  ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1957

I s. d. £ s. d.
764 B y  Annual Subscriptions .  . 796 8 6
37 „ Received in  Advance . . 50 16 0

847 4 6
44 „ Arrears 20 3 0

867 7 6
845
37 „ Entrance Fees .  . 47 10 0
50 „ Sales o f  Publications 70 17 2

103 „ Interest on Investments . . 102-11 10
32 „ Interest on Bank Deposit 32 10 11
80 „ Donations t o  Publ icat ion

Fund .  .  . 75 15 3
Grant t o  Publication Fund 150 0 0

3 „ Donations to  General Fund 2 1 0
Grant Kent Education Corn-

- mittee .  . 150 0 0
35 „ Excursions Account .  . 15 1 4
2 „ Miscellaneous Receipts . 6 11 6

Excess of Expenditure over
Income carried to Balance

207 Sheet . . 116 5 11

1956
£ T o  Grants:

Maidstone T.  C. Services o f
40 „  C u r a t o r  .

Maidstone Museum Armiliary
30 F u n d  .
10 J .  H. Money : Excavations . .

• •  •  -  •

80
18 „  Fire and Burglary Insurance

„  Printing, Postage and  Sta-
l l /  t i o n e r y

Miscellaneous Expenses:
Subscriptions:
Royal Archmological I n -

stitute . .  .  .
Friends o f  Canterbury

Cathedral . .  .  .
Friends o f  Roches ter

Cathedral . .  .  .
British Archmological Ass.

£ s .  d .  £ s . d .

40 0  0

30 0  0
2 2  0

46 S u n d r i e s  . .

2 2  0

10 0

10 0
1 1  0

4 3  0
18 15 6

/  „  Library . .
„  Publications:

1956 Volume (excess o f
Estimate) .  . 2 1 1  10 10

1957 Estimated cost  o f
Production .  . . .  1,000 0  0

1,119
18 „  Collector's Commission

„  Centenary Luncheon:
Expenses
Receipts . .

f f

. . 2 4 9

.. 2 0 1

Repairs to Bradbourne Pic-
tures

4 9
5 0

72 2  0

16 0  0

136 9  0

22 18 6
43 8  7

1,214 10 10
17 13 3

47 19 9

65 10 6

1956

£1,636 12 5 £1,393 £ 1 , 6 3 6  12 5



BALANCE SKEET as at 31st December, 1957

Sundry Creditors:
Estimated cost of 1957 Volume

Annual Subscriptions:
Paid in  Advance .  .

Reserves : Publications—
Dr. lUargary's Fund .  .
Add Bank Interest . .

£ s .  d .  £  s .  a .

. . 5 1 9  18 11

. . 1 8  15 2

538
Re Canterbury Excavations Report 1 0 0
Index:  Balance o f  Taylor Legacy 2 2 0

14
0
0

Life Composition F u n d . .
Accumulated Fund :

Balance as at 1st January, 1957 .  . 1,441
Less Excess o f  ordinary Expenditure

over Income . .  .  . 1 1 6

(Signed) S. -MENDEL,
Hon. Treasurer.

1 1

5 11

Cash at National Provincial Bank:
1,000 0  0  C u r r e n t  Account .  . .  . 9 5

Deposit Account .  . .  . .  . 9 0 0
83 2  0  I D e p o s i t  Account (Dr. Margery's Fund) 538

Curator's Petty Cash in Hand .  . 1

858 14 1
1,837 2  1

1,324 15

s. d .  £  s .  d .

2
13
14
4

3
8

9

Twybden Notes Account Balance .  .
Life Composition Fund Investments:

2 %  Consolidated Stock, Nominal
£3,264 6s. 5d. cost . . .  . .  . 1,767 3  11

Cash not yet invested 6 9  18 2

(Value as at 31st December, 1957, at
46.* ,  £1,515 17s. 4d.)

Investments :
3% Savings Bonds, 1960170, Nominal

£699 16s. . .  .  .  .
(Value as at 31st December, 1957, at

751 £526 12s.)
Library and Collections a t  Maidstone

Museum . .
Subscriptions in Arrear :

1953 1  0  0
1955 1 3  1  0
1956 1 7  0  0
1957 2 3  3  0

£54 4  0

1,535 14 9
30 16 6

1,837 2  1

700 0  0

1,000 0  0

£5,103 13 4  £ 5 , 1 0 3  13 4

I  have audited the above Balance Sheet and annexed Income and Expenditure Account and have obtained all the information
and explanations I  required and in my opinion the Balance Sheet gives a true statement of the assets and liabilities at the 31st Decem-
ber, 1957, and the Income and Expenditure Account gives a true and fair statement of the Income and Expenditure for the year.

(Signed) COLIN McCABE, F.C.A.,
Hon. Auditor.

6th March, 1958.



ANNUAL REPORT FOR T H E  Y E A R  ENDED 3/ST DECEMBER,
1958

Council presents i ts  One Hundredth Report, and the Statement o f
Accounts for 1958 (the statement will be circulated with the notice convening
the Annual General Meeting).

ANNEAL GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting was held at The Museum, Maidstone, on the

30th April, 1958, the President in the chair.
In introducing Council's Annual Report, the President noted with pleasure

the strength of the Society's position. The membership was larger than ever
before, the Kent Education Committee had made a grant in recognition of the
educational value of the Society's work, the Centenary Luncheon had been a
great success, and i t  was hoped that there would be fresh developments in
excavation and field work, in place-names work, and in the survey of archi-
tecturally interesting buildings. Dr. Reaney, the chairman of the new Place-
Names Committee, spoke of the work which the Committee hoped to be able
to do, emphasizing that it was engaged in along-term project.

The Report and Accounts were adopted.
In moving the re-election of Major M. Teichman Derville as President for

the ensuing year, Mr. F. W. Jessup said that it was unusual for such a motion
to be submitted by the Hon. Secretary, but that, as one of the officers, he had a
particularly favourable opportunity of knowing the great contribution which
the President had made, and continued to make, to the welfare and progress
of the Society. The Hon. Secretary said that he wished to take this opportunity
of paying tribute to the high value of Major Teichman Derville's work, for he
had intimated to Council that whilst, if desired, he was prepared to remain in
office for one year more, during that year the Society should look for a new
President.

The motion, which was warmly seconded by Mr. Goodsall, was carried
unanimously and with acclamation.

The formal business having been concluded, some eighty members and
their friends met in the afternoon to hear interesting lectures, illustrated with
lantern slides, by Mr. C. R. Councer on Kentish Painted Glass, and Mr. F. C.
Elliston Erwood on Excavations at Lesnes Abbey. Both lectures were much
appreciated.

OBITUARY
Council records with deep regret the death of  Mr. B. W. Swithinbank,

who had been a member of Council since 1949. The Society has benefited by
many acts of generosity on Mr. Swithinbank's part, and is especially indebted
to him for preparing the General Index to volumes X LV I  to  L X I V  o f
Archceologia eantiana.

PRESIDENTIAL BADGE
With the kind permission bf the authorities of Liverpool Museum, i t  hag

been decided to have a replica made of the Kingston brooch, the fmest and most
famous of the many Saxon brooches found in Kent, for use as a presidential
badge. I t  will normally be on exhibition amongst the Society's collections at
Maidstone.
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M E M B E R S M P

The number of new members elected during the year was 68, well above
the average for recent years, but not so large as in the Society's Centenary
Year. At  the end of the year membership stood at rather more than 1,100.

CouNom
Major Eric Clarke, who had for many years been a valued member of

Council, resigned last year, and Mr. S. E .  Rigold, Inspector o f  Ancient
Monuments, was elected in his place. The five retiring members of Council,
namely Mrs. E. V. Piercy Fox Mr. J. Burgon Bickersteth, Wing-Commander
W. V. Dumbreck, Mr. E. T. Fox, and Dr. W. G. Urry, were re-elected
at the Annual General Meeting.

Lt.-Col. G. W. Meates was re-elected Chairman of Council.

L I B R A R Y  A N D  C O L L E C T I O N S

MISS M. E. Porter, having moved from Maidstone, has had to relinquish
the Hon. Librarianship. During her year of office she put in much good work,
and left the library cleaner, tidier and better organized than it had been for
some years.

The following additions by gift were made to the Library during the year:
George Payne's Excavation Notebook for Darenth Roman Villa, 1895, gift of
E. W. Gandeston, F.S.A. A History of Kent, byFrank W. Jessup, M.A., LL.B.,
F.S.A., gift of the Author. Plan and Description of Lower Kits Coty and of the
Upper Megalith, Bluebell Hill, gift of the Author, Alan McCrerie. Pamphlet,
Deal and Wainer, 1699; Church and State, gift of the Author, W. P. D. Stebbing,
F.S.A., F.G.S. Bibliography of the Churches of Kent, by J. B. Tooley, gift of
the Author. The Kent Papers of the late E. H. W. Dunkin, from the Sussex
Archzeological Society per Dr. Felix Hull. The Parishes of Bonnington, Basing-
ton and Hurst, by Aylwin Sampson, gift  of  Major H. R. Pratt Boorman,
M.B.E., M.A., F.J.I. The Church of St. Michael and All Angels, Wilmington,
1958, by Horace J. Balls, gift of the Author.

Council also records with gratitude the gift by Sir Edward Hardy of a fine
bronze handle, from an Early Iron Age bucket or cauldron, which was
ploughed up at Boughton Aluph in 1957. Miss E. J. E. Pine has written an
account of the handle in Archceologia Cantiana, LXXI I .

A R C H I T E C T U R A L B R A N C H

Several members interested in architecture have met together during the
year, with Mr. Elliston Erwood as their Nestor. A detailed study is being made
of Rainham Church, on which it is hoped that a paper will appear in a later
volume of Archceologia Cantiana. Studies are also being made of  domestic
buildings. Mr. Elliston Erwood will be glad to hear from other members of the
Society who would like to take part in this work.

R E C O R D S  P U B L I C AT I O N

The Records Publication Committee has appointed Mr. F. R. H. Du Boulay,
Dr. F.  Hull, and Dr. W. G. Urry as an Editorial Board, with Dr. Irene J.
Churchill as Consultant Editor. Mr. R. H. Hiscock is the Hon. Secretary of the
Committee. The publication of a seventeenth-century Kentish miscellany is
under consideration.

Council again invites contributions to the fund which has been established
to assist with the publication of records.

lvi i i
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ARCILMOLOGLA. CANTIANA.

VOlUMO L X X I  was published during the year. Amongst other important
papers i t  included reports on excavations at Springhead, Dover, and Little
Chart. The Ministry of Works made a generous grant towards the cost o f
publication.

EXCURSION MEETINGS
In spite o f  a, climatically, unfriendly summer, there was an excellent

programme of excursion meetings during the year, the average attendance
being 75 per meeting. Visits were made to the following places:

Saturday, 3rdMay—Saltwood Castle; Church of St. Stephen, Lympne;
Westenhanger.

Saturday, 14th June—Glynde Place, near Lewes; Glyndebourne;
Fi le  Place.

Saturday, 26th July—Springhead; Southfleet; Ash;  Luddesdown
Court.

Saturday, 30th August—High Rocks, Tunbridge Wells; Holtye;
Cowden; Waystrode Manor; Basing Manor House.

The usual week-end residential meeting was held at Kingsgate College
from the 30th May to 1st June, and again proved thoroughly interesting, and
attracted a good number of members. The lectures were: Bartholomew de
Badlesmere by Miss Ann de Valon; Algernon Sidney by Miss Brigid Haydon;
Sir Roger Twysden by Mr. Frank Jessup; the Culpeppers by  Mr. C. R.
Councer; the Reverend Mr. Fausett and the Reverend Mr. Douglas by Mr.
Ronald Jessup; Elizabeth Carter by Miss Kathleen Spears; Reginald Scott
of Scott's Hall by Miss Margaret Scott; and Sir Edward Daring by Dr. Felix
Hull.

LOCAL SECRETARIES
Mr. H. J. Balls has been appointed Local Secretary for Dartford in place

of the late Mr. Cumberland; Mr. P. G. Baker has taken over the Tonbridge
Local Secretaryship from Lt.-Col. G. W. Meates; and Mr. B. D. Stoyel has
succeeded Mr. G. D. Copus at Orpington.

PROPOSED EXCAVATION IN 1959
I f  the necessary permissions can be obtained, and i f  sufficient voluntary

labour is forthcoming, the Society will undertake the partial excavation of the
earthworks in Cobham Park during 1959. The surviving banks and ditches
appear to have formed part of an extensive scheme of defences originally
enclosing a considerable area of rising ground just south of Watling Street,
but only excavation will reveal their nature, date, and purpose. The excavation
will be under the direction of Mr. P. J. Tester, and the financial and adminis-
trative arrangements are being dealt with by Mrs. E. V. Piercy Fox, of Holly
Lodge, Keston, to whom offers of help should be sent.

EXCAVATIONS, DISCOVERIES AND LOCAL NOTES
Bexley

Mr. P. J. Tester sends the following report: Our member, Mr. L. Dale of
Bexley, has been keeping watch on local building sites for any finds o f
archeological interest. During the rebuilding of a shop next to the Co-operative
Stores in Bexley High Street, he recovered medieval pottery from beneath
the old foundations.
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Bulldozers have now flattened a large part of the Joyden's Wood square

earthwork preparatory to the building which is to take place there. The
destruction has been watched, but  nothing was revealed to modify the
conclusions derived from the recent excavations which are fully described in
volume L X X I I  of Archccologia Cantiana.

Rmrley Church, disused for the last 400 years, is in a serious state of decay.
Although it is scheduled as an Ancient Monument by the Ministry of Works,
I  understand that nothing can be done by them to preserve the building
beyond prohibiting its deliberate destruction. The fine double sedilia figured
by Mr. F. C. Elliston Erwood in Archceologia Cantiana, volume LX  (p. 19) is
in danger of immediate collapse as the lower courses of stones have fallen out
and the rest must shortly follow. Chickens from the adjoining farm have
pecked the mortar from the base of the walls so that the whole structure is in
a very precarious condition. I t  seems deplorable that nothing can be done to
save this 13th-century building, the last remaining l ink with the notable
family of de Rokesle, and once the church of a parish giving its name to a
Kentish Hundred.

Danson Mansion, built in the mid-18th century, has been for many years
the property of Bexley Borough Council. I t  contains a fine contemporary
chamber organ which has always been regarded as a valuable integral part
of the house. Lately the Council proposed to sell the instrument to a church at
Biggin Hill, but the plan was abandoned after vigorous protests had been
received from certain quarters. There is now an alternative proposal to retain
the organ and have it properly repaired.

The wife of John Thorpe, the famous antiquary, was buried in 1789 in
Bexley churchyard under what the epitaph describes as a "fossil stone". This
curiosity has long been hidden by an accumulation of rubbish, and on my
suggestion i t  has lately been again brought to view. Mr. J. N. Carreck has
inspected it and pronounced it to be Eocene sandstone, containing a mass of
small shells. I t  is possible to piece together an interesting story regarding this
unusual tombstone and its origin, and it is hoped to include some fuller details
in a future volume of Archceologia Camticena.
Cranbrook

Mr. C. C. B.  Pile communicates the following report by our member,
Mrs. M .  Cecily Lebon, on excavations during 1958 at the Roman site at
Sissinghurst: The site at Little Farningham Farm, Sissinghurst, Cranbrook,
still presents many problems, and invites much speculation while i t  awaits
further excavation.

That the heyday of Sissinghurst's occupation, as so far revealed, was in
the first and second centuries A.D. IS now apparent from the pottery which
Dr. A.  E. Wilson has kindly examined and compared with contemporary
Sussex wares. As yet nothing has turned up which could confidently be
attributed to later centuries, although it has been suggested that one of the
much corroded coins could be a copper radiate of the third century, judging
partly by its size and thickness.

Many of the tiles stamped CL BR (for Classis Britannica) were found
intact, and there is nothing to indicate that the box-flue tiles from the drain
are re-used ones which had once formed part of a hypocaust system elsewhere.
In contrast with this, Roach Smith, excavating over a hundred years ago,
found all the CL BR inscriptions at Lympne on fragmentary and re-used
material which he concluded had been incorporated into the fabric of  the
Saxon Shore fortress after being salvaged from some earlier building serving
the Classis Britannicct.
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In the earlier period, when the Limen still flowed in a wide channel to join

the sea near Hythe, and when the Rhee Wall and Cut had not yet been
constructed to enable part of the Marshes to be cultivated, Aufidius Pantera,
Pmfectus of the Classis Britannica, set up an altar at his shore establishment.
We may imagine that the classiarii, or marines, based on Lympne at that time,
became responsible for organizing the pre-existing ironworks o f  the eastern
Weald, and for the construction and repair o f  roads to  serve this v i ta l
industry. Detachments of them may have operated the tileries, not yet dis-
covered, which produced the officially stamped tiles.

Bardown and Sissinghurst are so far the only iron.working sites known to
have possessed these tiles. Sissinghurst in particular must have been more
accessible from Lympne (via the Ic.ingsnorth to Hemsted, Benenden road)
than any of the Sussex ironworks at a time when the Marshes were swamps
interlaced by the various outlets of the Rother. Selected on this account, and
possibly for other reasons too, it appears to have been taken over quite early
for official use. What are stratigraphically the lowest of our finds on the site
could be pre-Roman, for they consist of Tuyere fragments of the type found at
pre-Roman ironworking sites in Sussex, but with one or two more complete
specimens revealing interesting detail which has not been clear from the Sussex
samples. I t  is noteworthy that these pieces o f  bloomery apparatus were
found a few inches under Hadrianic pottery. Probably when the CL BR
connection began, superior equipment was installed, including the stone-
walled quenching bath with its tiled overflow drain; the heavy, paved floors;
walls, tiled roofs and window glass—amenities not found in association with
the purely British bloomeries of the period.

I f  indeed Sissinghurst served as an arsenal of the Classis Britannica, i t may
have received low-grade blooms from the native hearths of Sussex, re-smelted
them, and fashioned arms and equipment for the Fleet; in much the same way
as Corbridge served the Army of the Wall. One bloom found weighs 2 lbs. 3 oz.
—although a rusty portion of it has obviously flaked off. But most of the iron
objects so far recovered are quite small, such as nails and small rectangular
bars which are sometimes pointed at one end, toolwise. There is a remarkable
absence of any solid slag heap, although much slag is scattered in the soli,
besides frequent small concentrations of it in black patches presumed to be
hearths. Here again may be detected the efficient hand of the State organiza-
tion, which could arrange for road-making to absorb the waste of this iron-
works. I  venture this explanation, well aware that future excavating may
reveal a major slag heap, or may show that some other industry replaced
iron.working after a comparatively short period.

The occupation layer generally occurs between one and two feet below the
surface, and is usually only about four or five inches thick. In many sections
there is rubble on top of it, including fragments recognizable as imbrices and
tegul ,  representing a collapsed roof. The finding of a number of baked clay
bosses, about 2} inches in diameter and l  inches thick, and presumed to have
served as saggars to keep the tiles apart during their baking, has caused
speculation as to the possible use of the site for tile-making; but there is as yet
no other evidence of this activity, apart from the great variety of tiles and
tile fragments that is found here.

The area of excavation has been small and there is opportunity for wide
expansion, owing to the generous co-operation of the landowner, Mr. G. Luck.
At  present the work advances too slowly, and the site tends to become over-
grown faster than i t  can be exposed. During the past season an average of
three or four members of the Local History Society, including occasionally
girls from Benenden School, were at work for two and a half hours twice a
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week when the weather was suitable—which, all too often, it was not, having
regard to the waterlogged condition of the Wadhurst clay. An Inspector of
the Ancient Monuments Department, who visited it this year, reported that
the site merits a period of much more concentrated digging than it has received
over the past three seasons since i t  was first explored. We hope for more
volunteers to present themselves in 1959.
Dartford

Mr. H. J. Balls reports as follows:
1. The Dartford Museum report the following acquisitions:

(a) A flint hand-axe, a biface of the Middle Acheulian type of the Lower
Palmolithic Period, found in a field at Hextable (near Rowhill) in 1956.

(b) An unusual form of hand-axe, elongated in  shape and of Acheulian
culture, found in a field at Hawley, Sutton-at-Hone.

2. Mr. B. 0. Wymer of Kew, Surrey, has excavated a quantity of human and
animal bones and some pottery from a cavity 30 ft. deep in the sides of the
New Craylands Lane Pit, Swanscombe.

3. The Ham River Grit Company found in the alluvium of the Darent frag-
ments of Roman pottery and a quantity of ox, goat and horse bones and
teeth.
Our member, Mr. L.  Dale, reports that, in Dartford High Street, deep

trenches dug behind Marks and Spencer's in connection with an extension to
the premises revealed interesting sections and abundant relics of past occupa-
tion. This site is about 100 yards N.W. of the church standing on the banks
of the Darent, and there was 8 ft. of black alluvium resting on river gravel.
Roman sherds came from depths of 6 ft. or more, followed by medieval and
later material, providing an interesting succession up to modern times.

Bynsford
Lt.-Col. G. W. Meates reports: In May, 1957, a Romano-British grave was

discovered by Mr. C. W. Langdon while laying out his new garden at 10 Polly-
hill, Eynsford, some eighty yards north-east of the church.

Under the experienced direction of Mr. and Mrs. J. Allen, the grave was
carefully excavated. I t  had been cut in the chalk down to the first level of
tabular flint, which had been removed for the occupation of the body of an
elderly man, the skeleton being found to be much decayed. Many iron nails
were present, and a three-dimensional survey suggests that the remains were
enclosed before burial in a wooden coffin, which, having been placed in the
grave, was accompanied by a group of three pottery vessels before filling in.
These vessels, a  flagon, a  small cooking pot and a flanged pie dish, were
submitted to Mr. M. R.  Hull, M.A., F.S.A., o f  Colchester Museum, who
suggested a date of c. A.D. 300 for the group.

The bones were submitted to Professor A. J. E. Cave, of the Department of
Anatomy, St. Bartholomew's Hospital, and a final report, illustrated with
photograph, plan and reconstruction of the coffin, will be fully published at a
future date.
Faversham

Mr. S. Wilson reports the following:
1. Active steps have been taken to secure the restoration and preservation

of old houses in Abbey Street. Following the restoration of Arden's House,
Mr. C. S. Chettoe and Mr. D. T.  A. Ponton, in co-operation with the Hon.
Local Secretary, initiated a movement for the restoration of the many old
houses in the street, many of them architectural gems. The Town Council
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have taken the matter up and by means of assistance to owners and, where
necessary, purchase, are actively engaged in securing the preservation of the
properties in this unique street.

2. The Town Council have arranged for the County Archivist to repair and
classify the extensive range of documents in the Corporation Archives. A
detailed catalogue will be prepared. The Faversham Records are amongst the
most interesting in the County.

Keaton
Mrs. E. V. Piercy Fox reports that the third season at Holwood Camp has

been devoted to the excavation of the West Gateway, the only gateway of the
Camp which has survived undamaged. The preliminary exploration was
undertaken at the end of the second season and work commenced in April and
was still in progress in. November. The Gateway is situated in a flat-bottomed
valley running 450 ft. into the interior of the Camp. The Causeway between
the ends of the timer Ditch is 40 ft. wide and the flat-bottom of the gravel
valley here forms a  natural trackway some 16 f t .  wide. Later wear has
hollowed out a narrower roadway. The most striking feature is the North
Intern some 85 ft. long with the burnt timbers and severely comminuted
flints of a massive revetting destroyed by fire in situ. As in 1956 and 1957,
Iron Age B sherds only have been found associated with the construction of
the defences and in the interior of the Camp. Two later groups of sherds have
now been recovered: (1) Belgic sherds from a terrace about a quarter of a mile
lower down the S.E. slope of Holwood Hill, and (2) Romano-British sherds
from a tumbled flint layer overlying the filling of the Inner Ditch where i t
abuts the Causeway of the Gateway.

Lullingstone
Lt.-Col. G. W. Meates reports: The 1958 season of excavations resulted in

the discovery, terraced above and to the west of the Romano-British residence,
of a large Mortuary Temple of Romano-Celtic form, but incorporating classical
details, with an early medieval Christian church overlying it, with graveyard
on the south side, a church which may in all probability be equated with the
lost church of Lullingstane, which is known to have gone out of use in 1412.

The Mortuary Temple is forty feet square, assuming the lost east wall of
its ambulatory to have conformed, and was erected for the burial, in lead
coffins, o f  two individuals only. The Tomb Chamber, cut  down into the
natural chalk, lies eleven feet below the floor level of the central Cult Room,
and contained one remaining coffin with grave goods associated with both, the
second coffin having been dug for and removed at the end of the fourth
century. Both coffins and grave goods had been enclosed within a wooden
sarcophagus, seven feet wide and seven feet long and four feet high; and this
in turn, having been securely bolted with nine-inch iron spikes with large
angle irons to the natural flint and gravel side of the chamber at the west, had
been sealed down by a compact "sandwich" of puddled chalk and gravel in
alternate layers, the total pressure upon the sarcophagus approximating to
some twenty tons of dead weight. The wooden sarcophagus had as a result
broken down gradually, and on excavation the "sandwich" was found to have
sagged in an unbroken curve, crushing the coffin and its occupant, but to a
large extent sparing the grave goods disposed along the west side, where the
bolted sarcophagus had greater strength, the bolts and angle irons being found
here in their original positions, from which both width and height of  the
sarcophagus could be deduced.
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The coffin is six feet eight inches in length, rectangular in shape, the lid

decorated with the usual scallops and cable mouldings. Upon it were traces
of a wooden games board, the bronze angle pieces lying in position and
indicating a square of side nineteen inches, together with a complete set of
games pieces. These are of glass paste, fifteen white and fifteen red-brown, all
decorated with coloured spots inserted into the paste. Upon the board was
also a small group of carved bone objects, possibly from a small box, with a
roundel, also of bone, incised with a "Medusa".

The main deposit of grave goods consisted of three groups in a line from
north to south, parallel with the coffins. In  the middle lay the remains of a
small wooden chest bound with iron, together with a bronze flagon and a
pottery flagon, while at either end was a group, each consisting of two glass
bottles with "dolphin" handles, a spoon and a knife. The bases of a pair of
glass bowls were also present. The whole layout of the grave goods had clearly
been designed for the use in the next world of two persons.

The weight of the Cult Room above does not appear to have been trans-
mitted directly down upon the wooden sarcophagus, which in any event was
insecurely bedded down on the chalk floor, being wedged at one corner by an
iron grid-iron and an iron-bound keg. There is evidence that a low relieving
vault existed, again of puddled chalk and gravel, to support the upper floor.

The interior walls of the Cult Room were rendered throughout with pink
mortar, and this, having received a thin coating of plaster, was painted with a
high red dado carrying above i t  an area of green, against which a series of
human figures, about two-thirds life-size, are engaged in some cult ritual. The
thousands of fragments of this decoration will be studied during the winter,
and will, i f  possible, be assembled. Many blocks of tufa, shaped as voussoirs
of a vault and also rendered with pink mortar, are associated with this Cult
Room, and they suggest a ceiling in  the form of a free-standing vault,
conforming in its red colour with the dado beneath. The walls of the room
are constructed of large chalk blocks upon a massive chalk foundation and
could have supported such a vault. The usual pyramidal roof of wood no
doubt protected the vault, rising above the four pentice roofs of the sur-
rounding ambulatory, the exterior walls of which were rendered again with
red mortar. The entrance is on the south side and the classical element
consists of  a narrow portico projecting from the Cult Room. This was a
simple design of a pair of stone pillars, doubtless carrying a small pediment,
set in red mortar, the whole beneath the roof of the south ambulatory. The
exterior entrance, on the axis o f  this portico, to  the whole Temple is
evidenced by a finely laid floor-slot, once carrying the wooden treader of
the door frame.

The whole building is of one period, erected in monumental fashion to
enshrine the remains o f  two individuals, who must have been persons of
considerable importance. The grave goods provide a  dating o f  between
A.D. 276-325 for the whole complex.

Sanclwith
Major F.  W.  Tomlinson reports: Dr.  J .  D .  Ogilvie and a  party o f

enthusiasts from Ash have been engaged, whenever they were free, on a
Roman site near Great Wenderton, not far from the banks of the Lesser
Stour, where they have found a quantity of sherds and coins. These frag-
ments, in a hut which they have provided, are arranged and classified every
Thursday evening by the finders, under the supervision of Dr. Ogilvie, who
inspires everybody with his own enthusiasm.

h i v
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Springhead

Mr. W. S. Penn reports as follows: During the 1958 season at Springhead,
the excavation of Temple I  was completed. I t  is now clear that there were
several phases i n  the history o f  the temple. I n  Phase A  (commenced
C. A.D. 90) there was a square cella (I.D. 15 ft. 4 in.), surrounded by the usual
portico (I.D. 33 ft. 6 in.), but with a "chapel" (I.D. 9 ft. by 9 ft.) projecting
from the west portico wall. The entrance was on the east but no trace of it
survived. There were clay floors with a ritual hearth in the centre of  the
west wall of the cella.

In Phase B (commenced c. A.D. 150) an apsidal suggestus was built over
the ritual hearth, and two short walls were constructed projecting from the
eastern sides of the outer cella wall into the ambulatory to create a type of
vestibule. A well made tessellated floor was laid throughout, with a small
square mosaic containing a geometrical design in the cella, and a large
rectangular mosaic in the vestibule.

In Phase C (possibly commencing c. A.D. 190) two projecting rectangles
were added to the eastern wall of the building, to simulate the ant m of many
"classical" temples. The space between was the porch which contained a
mosaic with a geometrical design.

There is a hint of Phase D when part of the cella wall was destroyed to
accommodate a substantial door and possibly the vestibule mosaic was
destroyed. I t  has not been possible to date this phase, but was probably
the late third or early fourth centuries. In Phase E, sometime in the fourth
century, the west corridor of the ambulatory was converted into a black-
smith's shop and presumably the temple fell into disuse. Temple I  will form
the subject of the next Springhead report.

Work has also proceeded on Temple I I  which is developing into a most
unusual type. The front has the appearance of a usual "classical" Roman
temple wi th the steps (gradus) flanked by  antm leading to a  prostyle
tetrastyle portico on a raised podium. The steps and plinths are made of
re-used tegulm. The intercolumniation of the three plinths along each side
is constant whereas that o f  the four across the front is wider between
Nos. 2 and 3 than between Nos. 1 and 2, and 3 and 4.

With a "classical" temple width of 37 ft. one would normally expect a
length of  not less than about 60-70 ft., whereas preliminary excavation
indicates a length of 50 ft. This gives a temple very much like Temple I
Phase C (of about the same date) except that the cella wall is replaced by a
series of columns. There are only three plinths across the back of the temple,
two outer ones and one central plinth larger than the remainder, possibly
the suggestus of the cult statue. The temple may thus be a hybrid between
the normal "classical" type and the usual "Romano-Celtic" type. Much
work, however, remains to be done to elucidate this intriguing problem.

At the back of the temples is the robber trench of the temenos wall and
another road, parallel to the Temenos Road East (see Report Site B) and
will thus be styled the Temenos Road West. Thus a grid of roads, along
conventional lines is opening up in the settlement.

A well has been found but i t  contained nothing of interest, apart from
two complete pots, the first found in eight years of excavation.

Tunbridge Wells
Mrs. V.  M .  P.  Desborough, communicates the following report b y

Mr. J. H. Money on excavations at the High Rocks site:
In  spite of very adverse weather useful work was done for a month in
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August and September at High Rocks. The digging was done by a team of
volunteers from Tunbridge Wells and other parts of the country under the
direction of Mr. James Money and the site supervisors, Miss Helen Waugh,
Miss Charmian. Phillips and Mr. John Rogerson.

The main effort was concentrated on a section 120 ft. long through the
defences just north of the East Entrance. This trench confirmed and added
to the results of last year's work. I t  showed that there were two periods at
High Rocks, in. the first of which the defences consisted of a simple bank of
dump construction and a steep-sided U-shaped ditch. In  front of the ditch
also was a low bank of material apparently originally scooped up for adding
to the main bank and then as an afterthought used to make a small outer-
work. Under the main bank was found a small marking out ditch cut into
the original ground surface.

The defences of the second period, which, as already shown in the 1957
excavations, were constructed inside the early fortifications, consisted of a
narrow steep-sided ditch, and bank of top-soil and clay, which was revetted
on its front face by a substantial wall of roughly dressed local sandstone
blocks. This rampart contained fragments of late Iron Age A pottery, which
probably belongs to the early period and was gathered up with the rampart
material of the later construction. Behind the second period rampart was
found Belgic and Wealden pottery. The search for occupation material,
however, was drastically curtailed by the fact that the crop was cut very
late and the field ploughed shortly afterwards.

The styles of both periods at High Rocks are paralleled at Oldbury Hill,
Ightham (see Archceologia Canfriana, volume L I ,  pp. 137-179). The early
period may tentatively be assigned to the end of  the 1st century B.C. or
beginning o f  the 1st century A.D.; the later to just before the Roman
conquest of A.D. 43.

LOCAL ACTIVITIES
Members of the Society in the Bromley district and members of the local

affiliated society, the Keston Field Club, met on Saturday, the 13th Septem-
ber, at the home of our Local Secretary, Mrs, Pierey Fox, to hear a lecture
by Mr. F. C. Elliston Erwood on "Lesnes Abbey" and afterwards to visit
the Holwood excavations.

11fr. Elliston Erwood's long association with Lesnes Abbey is well known
and after the lecture Mr. Norman Cook, who Was in the chair, expressed the
congratulations of the meeting both on the results of the excavation and on
the beautiful restoration of the site and remains of the Abbey.

A t  Tunbridge Wells, Mr. Cregoe Nicholson, F.S.A., gave a fine illustrated
lecture on the 26th Apr i l  on "The Christian Wal l  Paintings found a t
Lullingstone Roman Vil la". The hal l  was fu l l  and the audience most
enthusiastic. I t  is not surprising that with so much local activity in progress,
stimulated by our energetic Local Secretary, Mrs. V. M. F. Desborough, the
number of members in the Tunbridge Wells district continues to increase.

FINANCE
A Statement of Income and Expenditure for 1958, and a copy of the

Balance Sheet at the 31st December, 1958, will be circulated with the notice
convening the Annual General Meeting.

During the year a legacy of £100 was received under the wil l  o f  our
former member and collector, A. H. Taylor.
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Council is glad to be able to. report that a t  a  hearing on the 17th

November the Special Commissioners of Income Tax allowed the Society's
appeal against the decision of the Board of Inland Revenue that income tax
was not repayable to the Society on subscriptions paid under seven-year
covenants. I t  is, however, understood that the Board of Inland Revenue
intends to appeal against the decision of  the Special Commissioners, so
Council is still not in a position to make a final report on this matter, which
has now dragged on for several years.

Council earnestly appeals:
1. For generous support of the Archaologia Cantiana Fund, and the

Records Publication Fund;
2. For members who do not find it convenient to use Bankers' Orders

to pay their subscriptions (due on the 1st January) promptly to
the Collector, Mr. C. W. Hopper, 14 Nunnery Road, Canterbury.

By Order of the Council,
FRANK W. JESSUP,

31st December, 1958. H o n o r a r y  General Secretary.
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