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•ANNUAL REPORT
FOR THE YEAR 1966



ANNUAL REPORT FOR T H E  Y E A R  ENDED 31sT DECEMBER,
1966

Council presents its One Hundred and Eighth Report, and the State-
ment of Accounts for 1965.

OBITUARY
I t  is with the greatest regret that Council records the death of  Mrs.

Nancy Piercy Fox, which occurred on 30th March, 1966. She had been a
valued member of the Society since 1936, and a member of Council since
1953. She occupied a foremost place in the field of  excavation and, from
1955 to her death, conducted on behalf of the Society a full investigation
into the problem of the Iron Age in Kent, a most valuable addition to
knowledge by which she will be especially remembered. A Fund has been
established by the Society to her memory, by the gift of £2,000 from the
Keston Field Club and Dr. E. V. Piercy Fox, for the publication of archmo-
logical research, an object in which she took a very close personal interest.
A full obituary appears in this volume.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting was held in the Museum, Maidstone, on

14th May, 1966, the President in the Chair. Council's Annual Report and
Statement of Accounts for 1965 were received and adopted. Af ter  the
luncheon interval, an audience of eighty members and their friends heard
a most interesting lecture by Mr. C. R. Councer, F.S.A., embodying the
results of his recent researches on the Dissolution of the Monasteries in Kent.
The lecture was enthusiastically received, and the President expressed the
warm thanks of the Meeting to the lecturer.

VICE -PRESIDENT
At the Annual General Meeting Mr. F. C. Elliston-Erwood, F.S.A., was

elected a Vice-President of  the Society, i n  recognition o f  his long and
distinguished service to the Society in the promotion of  Archeology in
the County.

MEMBERSHIP
During the period from 1st January, 1966, to 31st December, 1966,

eighty-two new members were elected, and allowing for resignations and
deaths, the total membership stands at 1,149. This is a satisfactory result
over the year, showing a continued increase. An acceleration in member-
ship, however, is needed, and Council renews its appeal for new members.
The Society's -Information Leaflet is available to  al l  on application to
Local Secretaries, Maidstone Museum, or the General Secretary.

Corwin,
At the Annual General Meeting the following were re-elected t o

Council: Professor F.  R. H. Du Boulay, Wing-Commander W. V.  Durn-
breck, Major H. M. Rand, Mr. S. E. Rigold, and Dr. W. G. Urry, together
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with Mr. A. P. Detsicas, nominated by Council to fill the vacancy caused
by the death of Mrs. Piercy Fox. The following have also been nominated
to Council during the year: Brigadier E. V.  Bowra, Mr. F. Higenbottam,
and Dr. E.  V.  Piercy Fox, the latter to f i l l  the vacancy caused by the
resignation of Professor F. R. H. Du Boulay.

Mr. C. R.  Councer has been elected Chairman of Council, and Council
membership is now complete.

FINANCE
The Accounts for  1965 are published with this Report. A  marked

increase in membership is essential i f  the Society is to maintain the high
standard o f  its publications and widen i ts activities. Council therefore
appeals for:

(1) New members.
(2) Donations to the Archceologia Cantiana Fund, and to the Records

Publications Fund.
(3) Members to enter into seven-year Covenants, to enable the Society

to recover Income Tax on their subscriptions at no extra cost to
members. Forms of Undertaking may be obtained on application
to the General Secretary.

Note. Members who do not pay their subscriptions by Banker's Order
are requested to send them DIRECT to the General Secretary.

EXCURSIONS
Three Excursions were arranged and all were well supported by members

and their friends. The individual places visited are listed below, and the
gentlemen who kindly acted as guides are indicated. The Society is most
grateful for their services.
Saturday, E a s t  Sutton and Headcorn
21st May M a i d s t o n e  Museum—Mr. L.  R. A. Grove, F.S.A.,

and Mr. D. B. Kelly.
East Sutton Church—Mr. H. A. James.
East Sutton Place
Headcorn Manor M r .  S. E. Rigold,
Shakespeare House, Headcorn F . S . A .
Church Cottage, Headcorn

The Society is grateful to Miss A. R. Mitchell, Governor
of H.M. Borstal, East Sutton Place; to Mr.  and Mrs.
R. Kinsey o f  Headcorn Manor; to  Mr. and Mrs. 0 .
Evans of  Shakespeare House, Headcorn; and to  Mrs.
M. Haines of Church Cottage; for  their kindness and
co-operation.

Saturday, T h e  Medway River and Sheppey
9th July S h u r l a n d  Castle M r .  K. R. MacDonald.

Minster Abbey Church
Eastchurch Church—Rev. L. Wilkinson.
Queenborough Town Hall—The Town Sergeant.
Notes were provided for the River trip.

The Society is grateful to the Sheerness Harbour Co.;
to Messrs. A. and J. Sillars of Shurland Castle; and to
the Mayor and Corporation of Queenborough, for their
help and co-operation.
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Saturday, T h e  Battle of Hastings
3rd September P e v e n s e y  Castle—Mr. C. T. Chevallier and Lt.-Col.

G. W. Meates, F.S.A.
Battle Abbey and Battlefield—Mr. C. T. Chevallier.
Bodiam Castle—Lt.-Col. G. W. Meates, F.S.A.

The Society is grateful to Miss Jacoby of Battle Abbey
School; to members of  the Battle Historical Society;
and to the Custodian of Bodiam Castle; for generous
help.

A n c  o I o r n A  C A N T I A N A

Volume lxxx was published early in 1966. I t  is the largest volume for
many years, and includes a coloured frontispiece, all in spite of the increase
of printing costs. I t  is very well balanced in the various papers which i t
contains, and members will appreciate that in Archceologia Cantiana they
receive an outstanding publication.

L I B R A R Y  A N D  C O L L E C T I O N S

Six books, fifty-five pamphlets, and manuscript material from the late
W. P. D. Stebbing and the late V. J. Torr have been given to the Library.
Transcripts of the Ightham Parish Records, 1669-1915, made by the late
Sir Edward Harrison, have been deposited on loan by Ightham Parochial
Church Council.

The Society has taken out subscriptions for the Journal of  Boman
Studies, the Proceedings of  the Prehistoric Society, and the Journal o f
Industrial Archceology. An exchange of  publications has been arranged
with the Hampshire Field Club, and the exchange with the Oxford Archi-
tectural and Historical Society for Oxoniensia has been renewed.

When using the Library, members are requested to show their Member-
ship Cards to the Museum attendant, and members who may not hold
cards are invited to apply for them to the General Secretary.

R E C O R D S  P U B L I C AT I O N S  C O M M I T T E E

I t  is deeply regretted that volume 19, Calendar of the White and Mack
Books of the Cinque Ports, has been so long delayed. These delays have
been entirely outside the control of the Society, although part of the trouble
undoubtedly is connected with the size of the volume. The publication of
Archbishop Warham's Visitations, edited by Dr. Wood-Legh, will be com-
pleted as soon as possible after the receipt of  volume 19, but cannot be
expected before 1968.

P L A C E  N A M E S  C O M M I T T E E

The work o f  the Place Names Committee has been very seriously
affected by the unfortunate loss of its Secretary, Mrs. Piercy Fox. Arrange-
ments are in hand for a meeting with a representative of the English Place
Names Society, but there seems no immediate likelihood of a volume on
Kent, though such a  volume would undoubtedly arouse considerable
interest.
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C.P.R.K./K.A.S. PRESERVATION OF ANCIENT BUILDINGS COMMITTEE,

1965/66
(1) The fate of the thirteenth-century Commandery of the Hospitallers

of St. John at Swinfield hangs in the balance, as Kent County Council had
decided not to approve the money required for its compulsory acquisition
and restoration. As the Ministry of Public Building and Works had agreed
to provide a substantial sum towards the cost of acquisition and restora-
tion, with a view to taking i t  subsequently into guardianship, since they
considered the building to be worthy of preservation, a site meeting has
been arranged between an official of the Ministry and all County Members,
and the fate of the building depends upon the outcome of the meeting.

(2) The Joint Committee made strong representations to save from
demolition Ivy  House, New Romney, an attractive early Georgian house
in a somewhat unique situation facing up the High Street, from which so
many ancient buildings have already been demolished, thereby completely
changing the character of this pleasant small town. When a letter from the
Hon. Secretary was read at a meeting of  the Borough Council the Joint
Committee was referred to as 'self-appointed busy bodies', and this was
widely reported in the press. Far from being annoyed by this appellation,
the Joint Committee took it as a compliment, as clearly it is only by the
action of such busy bodies, be they self-appointed or not, that much of
this country's ancient heritage is being preserved. Unfortunately and,
in the Joint Committee's view, quite unnecessarily, Kent County Council
decided not to oppose the demolition, so as to make i t  easier for the
Ministry of Transport to widen the road at this point.

(3) The tiny medieval St. Edmund's Chapel, Dover, which for several
centuries has been in private ownership and not used for religious purposes,
and had fallen into disrepair, has been acquired by the Roman Catholic
Church and is to be restored. Mr. Anthony Swaine, the well-known Canter-
bury architect, an expert in such work, who is a  member of the Joint
Committee, is in charge of the restoration, in the course of which many
very interesting features have already come to light, which would lead
one to believe that the chapel is a reconstruction of an even earlier building.
The Joint Committee has good reason to derive considerable satisfaction
from the outcome, as i t  had strived for several years to save this chapel,
which has historical connections with St. Richard of Chichester.

(4) After much thought had been given to the matter, and with the help
of the Maidstone College of Art, a plaque has been constructed showing
the white horse of Kent and the words 'Historic Building of Kent' on a
dark red background, for fixing to suitable houses in the county, approved
by the Joint Committee. A specimen in cardboard was on view, fixed to
Lullingstone Castle, a t  the 1965 A.G.M., also in the Committee exhibit
at the 1965 County Show. A number have now been sold, and when fixed
in a suitable position on a building look very handsome. Several other
applications for plaques have been received but have not been approved,
as the Joint Committee did not consider that the buildings in question
were of sufficient merit.

(5) The memorandum which the Joint Committee drew up in 1965 on
defects in the Town and Country Planning Acts 1947 and 1962 relating to
the preservation of buildings of  architectural or historic interest caused
considerable interest, and led to questions being asked in the House of
Commons. As a result of a short article appearing in Town and Country
Planning, the monthly journal of the Town and Country Planning Associa-
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tion, requests for copies of the memorandum have been received from as
far afield as Yorkshire and Somerset. A  copy has also been sent to Mr.
Duncan Sandys, as i t  was thought that i t  might be of interest to him in
the drafting of his Private Member's Bill dealing with the countryside, and
a letter of acknowledgement has been received from him.

(6) The Joint Committee has been represented at  a  number o f  site
meetings called by Kent County Council, or public inquiries appointed
by the Minister in connection with ancient buildings, notably at Walder-
share Park, the seat of the Earl of Guilford, Townley House, Ramsgate,
Nos. 11 and 12 West Street, Faversham, I vy  House, New Romney, and
St. John's, Swingfield. I t  is highly gratifying that the Committee for the
Preservation of Rural Kent, or the Joint Committee, as the case may be,
is so frequently invited by Kent County Council to send a representative
to the many site meetings concerning matters known to interest them.

Report on the Third Conference of Building Recorders, held in the Museum,
Maidstone, on Saturday, 8th October, 1966.

This Conference was held on behalf of the C.P.R.K./K.A.S. Study-
Group on Recording Historic Buildings. The Chair was taken by Mr. C. R.
Councer, F.S.A.

The first speaker, Mr. P. J. Tester, F.S.A., traced the development of
Saxon Churches in Kent, commencing with the important series of early
churches at Canterbury, associated with St. Augustine. The Saxon sundial,
discovered a few years ago at Orpington, was also discussed.

Mr. E. W. Parkin then spoke of his discoveries in Sandwich, which he
revealed as perhaps the finest medieval town of its size in England. Due to
coastline changes, the Quay had been moved northwards, leaving a row
of buildings of  Norman origin behind the present Strand Street. Later
houses erected in front of these include several with three stories and over-
hanging fronts, with a high-hall behind.

Next, Mr. C. A. Hewett introduced his basic work on Medieval Timber
Joints. By  careful study of timber construction in his native Essex, he
not only proposed a new method of dating timber buildings, but addition-
ally explained the order in which the timbers were assembled for each of
several types of houses and barns. His talk was accompanied by an excellent
series of  drawings, clearly showing the joints used for periods from the
twelfth to the eighteenth centuries.

Finally, Mr. H. A. James explained the construction of the dovecote
and illustrated and traced the chronology of all the examples he knew in
Kent.

The standard of all these talks was very high, and the work put into
them by the speakers was much appreciated by the audience o f  about
forty people. Thanks must also be recorded to Mr. L. R. A. Grove, F.S.A.,
for his kindness in providing a venue for the Conference.

EXCAVATIONS COMMITTEE
Mr. A. P. Detsicas, M.A., F.S.A., has been elected to the Committee.

Council for British Archccology, Group 11A
The Group has had a successful first year of existence, and membership,

which includes Historical Societies, Museums, and Local Authorities, now
stands at 28, not including the County Societies, an increase of 6 during
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the year. The A.G.M., which was held on let October, 1966, at Tunbridge
Wells, was honoured by the presence o f  Miss K .  M.  Kenyon, C.B.E.,
D.Litt., F.B.A., F.S.A., who took the Chair. An interesting talk on 'Early
Iron-working in the Weald' was given by Mr. J. H. Money, M.A., F.S.A.
The Group also held a Conference on 'Science and Arcimology' a t  the
Institute o f  Archeology on 26th November, 1966. The meeting was
extremely well attended, and the five speakers presented a varied and
interesting programme which was much appreciated.

Excavations in the County
The standard of excavation in the County remains high and in accord-

ance with modern requirements. Work is widespread and, as will be seen
from details recorded in the Appendices, covers many different periods in
the history of Kent. Appendix I  contains Reports on excavations directly
supported by the Society, and Appendix I I  contains Reports from Local
Secretaries and Groups.

LOCAL SECRETARIES AND LOCAL ACTIVITIES
The following ladies and gentlemen have assumed the duties of Local

Secretary for the following areas:
Bromley D r .  E. V. Piercy Fox
Faversham M r .  James Doak
Tonbridge M r .  A. P. Detsicas, M.A., F.S.A.
Tunbridge Wells M r s .  M.  Davies, B.A., Joint Local

Secretary with
Mrs. V. M. F. Desborough.

The Society records i ts gratitude to the above for assuming these
duties, and expresses its thanks to all  Local Secretaries for their work
during the year. Reports from Local Secretaries on local activities will be
found at Appendix II.

1st January, 1967.

By Order of the Council,
G. W. Meates, Lieut.-Colonel,

General Secretary.

APPENDIX I
Reports on Excavations supported and aided by the Society.

Interim Report by Mr. D. B. Kelly, on the Excavations at Quarry Wood
Camp, Loose:

The Society's newly acquired resistivity meter was used in September
to trace the bank and ditch on the south side of the earthwork which was
levelled in the early part of the nineteenth century and which is no longer
visible. A trench dug to test the result obtained revealed the buried re-
mains of the rampart and the ditch to its south, filled with material from
the demolished rampart. I t  is hoped to complete this section of the bank
and ditch this year and next year to test another section on the south side
and continue the work on the west bank begun in an earlier season. Sincere
thanks are due to Miss A. Salter, Mr. A. Miles and Mr. T. Ithell for their
help in the excavation. This will complete the Society's study of the Early
Iron Age in Kent, initiated by the late Mrs. E. V. Piercy Fox.
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Interim Report by Mr.  P.  J. Tester, F.S.A., on the Society's Research

Programme at the site of the Benedictine Priory at Higham:
Exploratory digging was undertaken at Abbey Farm, Higham (National

Grid Ref. TQ71757421), on behalf of the Society in April, July and August
1966, the object being to test the truth of the tradition that this is the site
of the Benedictine Priory dissolved in 1522. The probability was heightened
by observations made by our member and Local Secretary, Mr.  A .  F.
Allen, and Mr. D. Spittle, during the demolition of some cottages in 1959,
a detailed account being published in Arch. Cant., lxxx (1965). I t  was there
suggested that the destroyed cottages, which adjoined the existing brick
house, were part of the west claustral range, and attention was drawn to an
isolated piece of standing flint wall which might also have been a medieval
survival. Mr. Allen pointed out this feature to me on a visit to the site in
January 1965, and also brought to my notice the pronounced scatter of
tiles and other building material on the surface of a ploughed field some
distance to the south.

The K.A.S. Excavations Committee having agreed that the site was
a suitable subject for research, and permission having been granted by
the landowners and tenant, a preliminary resistivity survey was carried
out by Mr. K. W. E. Gravett with encouraging results. Mr. J. E. L. Caiger
made a careful survey of the area and produced a large-scale plan on which
the features uncovered by excavation could be accurately plotted. Trench-
ing was carried out by a small party of diggers from 12th to 23rd April,
and for two short periods in the summer. The immediate result was the
uncovering of rubble foundations which confirm in general the theories of
Mr. Allen and Mr. Spittle. Although a full-scale excavation of the area has
not been practicable, enough has been done to enable the relative positions
of the monastic church, chapter house, warming room, reredorter and
refectory to be planned. Parts o f  the foundations were found to  have
been robbed long ago, but even here it  was possible to trace the general
direction of the walls. The width of the north, east, and west cloister alleys
was established and here graves were discovered, one containing a stone
coffin with decorated cover. These objects have been removed to Maidstone
Museum where they are now on exhibition.

Apparently the nuns' church was on the north side of the cloister and
the piece of  flint wall noted by Mr. Allen now appears to have formed
part of the south wall of the nave. Unfortunately the site of the church
is covered by a farm track-way in constant use, and our opportunities for
recovering the plan of the church have been very limited.

In the outer (east) wall of the warming room, situated under the dor-
mitory in the east range, the medieval fireplace was uncovered with evi-
dence of successive hearths. The reredorter projected eastward from the
south end of the dormitory range, and as this lay in part of an open field
it could be investigated more fully. A stone and tile drain from the latrine
was traced for some distance eastward, and the sanitary arrangements of
the nunnery could be ascertained in some detail.

Our investigations show that the existing building which is attached
to the brick house, and formerly adjoined the cottages destroyed in 1959,
does not represent in itself part of the medieval establishment, although
it is obviously constructed of stone taken from the destroyed nunnery.
This stone outhouse and the inhabited brick house to which it is attached
are now seen to overlie the south-west comer of the claustral buildings at
the junction of the refectory and the west range.
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The successful outcome of this investigation is due to the hard work

and loyal support of a small team of diggers. Thanks are due particularly
to Mr. A. C. Harrison and Mr. T.  Ithell, and very valuable support was
also given by Messrs. I .  Bissett, A. P. Detsicas, G. Dockrell, D. B. Kelly,
A. Miles and Mr. and Mrs. D. Jones. Help came also from some boys of
Gravesend Technical School and Sir Joseph Williamson's Mathematical
School, Rochester. Mr. R. H. Lawrence plotted the excavated features on
the site plan. The back-filling was most kindly undertaken by the farmer
without whose friendly co-operation the undertaking would not have been
possible. I t  is hoped to continue the work next year to discover further
details of  the monastic layout. When all is completed the plan wil l  be
published with a full description of the evidence.

_Interim Report by Mr. A. P.  Detsicas, M.A., F.S.A., on the Excavations
at the _Eccles Roman Villa:

Excavations were continued this year, on behalf of the Eccles Excava-
tion Committee, every weekend from the end of  March unti l  the end of
October and for a continuous fortnight in August, a t  two sites: (a) the
Romano-British villa at  Eccles, Aylesford, and (b) the tilery supplying
building materials for the villa.

The work was supported by the Kent Archa3ological Society, the Society
of Antiquaries of London, the Craven Fund and the Haverfield Trust of
the University of Oxford. The results of this fifth season's work may be
summarized as follows:

(a) Further work was carried out in the area occupied, to north and
north-east of  the baths compound, by the workshops of  the vil la in use
during the third and fourth periods of occupation of  the site (c. A.D. 65-
180); these workshops provide ample evidence of  continuous use and a
complex stratigraphical sequence which w i l l  be reported on i n  Arch.
Cant., lxxxii (1967). To the north-west of these workshops, a fairly large
area covered with metalling has been partly exposed, but its purpose and
dating is not yet established; to the north-east, parts of a large, barn-like
building have been cleared, and the remainder will be investigated in 1967.
More sections were also cut to south-west and north-west of the site and
across the line of the early ditch (Period I, to c. A.D. 55), which continues
beyond the points reached so far.

A resistivity survey of the area to the north-east of the sites excavated
during the last five years was carried out by Mr. I .  J. Bissett using the
K.A.S. resistivity meter, and its interesting results wil l  be confirmed by
excavation next year.

(b) A  rescue excavation was undertaken at Whitsun a short distance
from the site of the villa to recover the plan of a tilery exposed in the course
of mechanical stripping of the topsoil. Though most of the evidence had
already been destroyed, i t  was possible to establish that the ti lery was
rectangular, with overall measurements of 25 by 26 ft.; i t  had a central
flue extending over practically the whole length of the tilery and traversed
by several cross-walls. I t  was fired from the south and loaded from the
north, through an entrance in  i ts north wall  which was bricked over
before firing. This tilery (N.G.R. TQ717604) produced box-tiles, bonding
tiles, tegulo and imbrices in the course of the second century A.D. for use
at the site of the villa during Periods IV and V. The site of the tilery is now
concreted over for industrial purposes, and a ful l  report wil l  appear in
Arch. Cant., lxxxii (1967).
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Interim Report by Mr.  J. H. Parfitt, on the Excavations at Leigh, near

Tonbridge:
The site of the excavation is a moated enclosure at Moat Farm, at the

eastern end of Leigh (N.G.R. 555466). The land enclosed by the moat is
approximately 200 f t  by 90 ft., and has no permanent structure above
surface level. A considerable tile scatter over most of the surface area and
exploratory work some four years ago revealed evidence o f  previous
buildings on the site, and pottery finds suggest a late thirteenth-century
date.

The northern third of  the moated area was allocated for excavation
this season, an area of 90 ft. by 40 ft., enclosed on three sides by the moat.
Stone wall footings were discovered close to the edge of the moat, and an
area approximately 35 ft.  by 30 ft.  surrounding these footings was un-
covered to a depth of approximately 2 ft. 6 in., below which is undisturbed
natural clay.

Though the first season's work has provided little as to the plan of the
structure partially uncovered, considerable quantities of pottery have been
obtained, all of a consistent period—provisionally dated to the end of the
thirteenth century. These fragments, o f  which over 1,000 have been
recovered, are mainly of  three kinds, (i) Coarse grey cooking pots and
dishes, (ii) Finer grey jug fragments, and (iii) Green glaze pottery. Some of
this has already been re-constructed, in particular some 150 fragments of a
heavily patterned grey pot of ornamental character (approximately 60 per
cent. of the total surface), which is quite unlike the other pottery sherds
so far discovered.

Other finds include, ( i) considerable quantities o f  bone, ( i i )  boars'
tusks, (iii) lead and nails, (iv) oyster shells, and (v) small fragments of
glass. There are considerable quantities of charcoal and ash, suggesting a
fire, though the tile fall immediately above the occupation surface shows
no marks of fire.

The site so far  uncovered indicates that  i t  has been considerably
disturbed by ploughing and drainage in  recent centuries, and this has
made the task of identifying layers very difficult.

Interim Report by Mr.  A .  C. Harrison, B A . ,  on the Excav,ations at
St. Mary's Hospital, Newark Yard, &rood:

At the request o f  the Ministry o f  Public Building and Works, an
excavation has been undertaken by  the Lower Medway Archeological
Research Group and the Archeological Society of Sir Joseph Williavason's
Mathematical School, at Newark Yard in Strood, the traditional site of the
Hospital founded by Bishop Gilbert de Glanville o f  Rochester in  1193
and suppressed by Henry V I I I  in 1539. The excavation was supported
financially by the Kent Archeological Society, the Mayor of  Rochester,
and the Ministry, which allowed a mechanical excavator to be used to
remove the walls and floors o f  later buildings overlying the medieval
structure.

I t  has proved possible to recover almost the whole plan of the principal
building, which consisted of a long narrow aisle-less Hall, 24 ft. wide by at
least 48 f t .  long, lying approximately north-south, with a Chapel 35 f t .
long by 18 f t .  wide projecting at right angles to the east. The Hall was
entered by two large doorways in the west wall and was divided by a
central partition-wall opposite the centre of the archway leading into the

1
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Chapel—a division clearly designed t o  separate the male and female in-
mates whi le s t i l l  enabling them to  have an  uninterrupted v iew in to  the
Chapel. This plan is closely paralleled by  St. John's Hospital  founded by
Lanfranc i n  Canterbury c. 1089 (cf. Arch. Journ., l x xxv i ,  pp. 101-2). The
bases of small shafts in the north-east and north-west corners of  the Chapel
indicate that this was vaulted.

The or ig inal  p lan  was tw ice  modif ied. A t  some period, n o t  closely
datable a t  present, the  Chapel was destroyed almost to  f loor level, and,
after foundation material had been laid on top of  and overlapping the wall
stumps, rebui l t  wi th  the floor a t  a higher level. I t  seems probable that  the
collapse was due t o  the  th rus t  o f  the vau l t ing  overthrowing the  walls,
which were somewhat insecurely based in  al luvial  clay. When rebui l t  the
structure was strengthened w i t h  ve ry  massive buttresses a t  the  corners
and the vaulted roof was not replaced. St i l l  later the two doorways o f  the
Hal l  mentioned above were blocked, the  central  wa l l  demolished, and a
new doorway opened up  i n  the centre. A t  the  same t ime  the  H a l l  was
shortened b y  the construction o f  walls at  either end and the floor raised.
Inserted in to  th is f loor was a  very wel l -constructed grave made o f  stone
and brick and floored w i th  coloured tiles. This grave, which is tentat ively
assigned to the fifteenth century,  contained two burials. The situation o f
these burials i n  what  had been the l iv ing quarters, taken in  conjunction
wi th  the  o the r  modifications, w o u l d  seem t o  suggest t h a t  i n  i t s  l a te r
stages the Hospi ta l  had ceased to  per form i ts  original funct ion and the
truncated Hal l  had been turned into an ante-chapel.

APPENDIX I I
Reports from Local Secretaries and Groups

Ashford
Ashford Archwological Society. Mr. M. G. Thompsett (Hon. Sec.) reports:
Our Society has a membership of almost f i f ty  and caters for the interests

of all ages. The excavation group, ably led by  Mr. Bradshaw, has the sup-
port  o f  many  young people. T h e  enthusiasm o f  our  organizer and  h is
patience w i t h  new 'diggers' are bo th  remarkable qualit ies which we are
fortunate t o  en joy.  Du r i ng  the  year  we  have  been responsible f o r  t he
following site surveys (the list is supplemented by Mr. Bradshaw's reports):

(1) K ing 's  Wood, Challock. Survey of  sunken trackways during which
a Roman samian -ware dish was unearthed.

(2) Bi l t ing. Excavation of a Bronze Age skeleton and urn.
(3) Bormington. Survey of a possible beacon site on the edge of  Romney

Marsh.
(4) Aldington. Survey of a Roman tumulus.
(5) Kenardington. A n  organized field wa lk  to inspect a reported Stone

Age implement work-site.
(6) Boughton Aluph. Aerial photographic marks in a field (adjoining last

year's excavation site o f  a Bronze Age barrow) were inspected w i thou t
result.

During the early months of this year members of  our Society completed
the Cambridge Centre's Research o f  Parish Registers fo r  the H is to ry  o f
Population Changes. T h e  Par ish  Registers o f  Ashford f r o m  1570-1837
were ob ta ined  a n d  t h e  necessary in fo rmat ion  extracted,  t h e  ear l iest
registers, wr i t ten  in  Lat in,  being translated b y  one o f  our members. Our

II



REPORT, 1966
fortnightly evening lecture programme from October to March was well
supported by members, as was our summer series of afternoon coach excur-
sions to nearby towns and villages of architectural interest. Last November
we arranged an Archmological Exhibition as part of the Ashford Federa-
tion of the Arts Festival during that month. Reports of past excavations
were displayed, together with various items of interest belonging to our
Society or individual members. We are arranging a second exhibition for
this year's festival. Finally, in conjunction with the Ashford Civic Society,
we are arranging for our Society to be responsible for recording in various
media the buildings of architectural and historical importance before they
disappear under the concrete of our expanding town.

Mr. Bradshaw reports:
Aldington

The tumulus, situated to the west of the Roman road from Lympne
to Maidstone (N.G.R. TQ05523720) has recently been mutilated, and
as there is no definite information as to its date and purpose, an exami-
nation is being made to record facts that  its mutilation has revealed.
The mound is scarred with pits from earlier vandalism or war-time trenches,
and is partly destroyed on the north-west by a farm road. I t  is not sched-
uled, but i t  is the only mound known on the course of this controversial
stretch of road. The decision to make an examination was reached after
noting (i) the mound was constructed of sand that is not known locally,
(ii) the hole recently dug had a fine Mesolithic point in the side, and (iii)
indications that there were either two different stages of construction or a
larger mound had been superimposed over an earlier one. The complete
findings will be published in due course.

B ilting
The scrambling o f  deer up and down the banks o f  a deep sunken

road in the southern portion of  King's Wood resulted in the finding o f
sherds and an almost complete flagon of  early second-century Romano-
British ware. The site (N.G.R. TR04754998) is on a steep bank overlooking
Wye and is surrounded by a complex o f  banks, pits, old quarries and
sunken roads. As it was only ten yards from the termination of two parallel
banks o f  earth and flints which run from Soakham Down across the
supposed Pilgrims' Way and an old track to Godmersha,m Mount, a survey
was made. This was undertaken by Mr. G. English, o f  the South Kent
College of  Technology and members of the Ashford Group, whilst other
members examined the sunken road, finding a patera contemporary with
the other vessel and evidence that they were from a cremation burial
deposit.

Elham
The cutting down o f  a piece o f  woodland at  Dreals Farm (N.G.R.

TR19254470) revealed the remains o f  a large mound cut  through by
an old track, much reduced in size by rabbit infestation and digging by
gamekeepers during the last forty years. As the surrounding fields have
yielded many flint implements, notably Acheulian axes, Mesolithic picks,
and a fine polished axe of Neolithic type, all now presented to Canterbury
Museum by Mr. K .  13eoching, permission was obtained from the owner,
Mr. Martin, to carry out a contour survey. This has been completed by
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Mr. A .  A.  Pryce of  the South Kent College of Technology, assisted by
Mr. J. Taylor, and arrangements made for the area to be watched during
levelling of the land for agricultural use, permission also being granted for
limited excavation, if necessary.

Godmersham
Building alterations a t  the  rear o f  `Salterfen', Canterbury Road

(N.G.R. TR06035006) during Apr i l  1966 revealed a  damaged human
skull at a depth of  three feet. The owner of  the property, Mr. Taylor,
notified the police and invited the Ashford Excavation Group to examine
the site, and arrangements were made to carry out an immediate investiga-
tion. A  contracted inhumation burial of indefinite date and apparently
unaccompanied by grave goods was revealed, the feet only being absent.
This was due to the superimposition of a rectangular cist of chalk blocks
at right-angles to the line o f  the burial, containing the remains o f  an
inverted Middle Bronze Age bucket-urn, and at a lower level traces of a
second urn. The urn was presented to Maidstone Museum by the wish of
Mr. Taylor and the report on the skeleton is awaited.

Lyminge
On Monday, 27th June, 1966, workmen employed b y  Fontaberry

Insulated Homes Ltd. informed the police that whilst cutting a drainage
trench two skeletons had been found and removed to facilitate building
operations. The site (N.G.R. TR15914135) was at the rear of a demolished
house, Fox Lodge, Brady Road, 183 f t .  south o f  the junction with a
sunken road known locally as St. Ethelburga's Walk or Way, a public
footpath leading f rom St .  Ethelburga's church towards Canterbury.
This was brought to the notice of the writer and confirmed by the local
constable, P.C. Ross, who had been instructed to remove sufficient bones
to establish evidence of  their being of  human origin. Inspection of  the
site revealed two graves lying east—west, filled with chalk rubble, and cut
through by a drainage trench to a depth of 6 ft. below the original tur f
layer prior to the levelling of the site with 1 ft. of rubble.

Grave I .  This lay 62 ft. west of the centre of the sunken road at an
original depth of 3 ft. 6 in. I t  had been completely excavated by the work-
men but a section through the trench showed the grave infi.11 to have been
of chalk rubble. The skeleton lay extended on its back with the head to
the west and was said to have been accompanied by  several pieces o f
coloured stone. The skull had been taken away and was returned in  a
fragmentary condition but almost complete, all other bones being mixed
with those from Grave II.

Grave I I .  This was 8 ft. west of Grave I ,  at a similar depth, and 5 ft.
8 in. long. The original infill had been of fine soil with a small amount of
chalk rubble; two unpatinated flakes from a struck flint were embedded
hi the section. The skeleton, lying on its back in an extended position,
had the head to the west, and was reported to have been unaccompanied
by grave goods. The bones were also reported to  have broken up on
removal, and only after a diligent search were several portions o f  the
cranium recovered from the surrounding area, the larger bones from the
limbs being mixed with those of Grave Ion the trench tip.

With the exception of those retained by the police, all the bones were
sent to the Duckworth Laboratory, Cambridge, for examination and a report
on their age and condition. Only one of the so-called coloured stones had
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been retained by a workman and this proved to be a struck flake of flint
oval in shape, with a bright pink band in the white patination immediately
below the cortex. Despite searching, none of the others were found, and it
is not unreasonable to assume that any there may have been were surface
strays carried down with the infill rather than accompanying the burial.

Wye.
During the summer o f  1966 a  stone implement was found b y  Mr.

A. A.  Jackson in the garden of his home at 63 Oxenturn Lane. I t  was
handed to Dr. J. Lambert of the Geology Department at Wye College for
identification, and he formed the opinion that i t  was a  small polished
hand-axe o f  Neolithic type, and that  the mineral from which i t  was
fashioned was basalt of western origin, probably Welsh. The implement was
finely made, length 3 in., cutting edge 2.6 in., greatest width 2.8 in.,
greatest thickness 1 • 25 in. The polished surface is approximately two-fifths
of the whole, slight polishing being extended almost to the base in the
centre t o  facilitate gripping. Narrow veins o f  a  harder reddish-brown
mineral run diagonally from behind the full polished area at the cutting
edge towards the right-hand bottom corner, somewhat similar t o  the
unusual feature in the portion of a basalt axe from Bexley Heath. Permis-
sion has been granted by the finder for i t  to be sent for sectioning and
possible petrological identification, for despite .a general belief that imple-
ments o f  basalt are widespread, i n  Kent they must be considered un-
common. Other implements of  basalt are recorded from Kent: A n  axe
from Bexley Heath (P. J. Tester, Arch. Cant., lxxi i i ,  210), an axe from
Boxley (R. F. Jessup, Archceology of Kent, 252), and an adze from Murston
(Maidstone Museum).

Bexley
Mr. P. J. Tester, F.S.A., reports:
The splendid white weather-boarded mill which stood across the river

Cray in Bexley High Street was totally destroyed by fire in the early hours
of 12th May, 1966. The loss of this well-known landmark, which was one
of the few remaining visual amenities in Bexley, is regarded by the villagers
as a tragedy. For many years the mill had not been used for grinding and
towards the end was rented by a firm of  sack makers. Parts of i t  were
believed to be eighteenth century. The cause of the fire remains a mystery.
Only a few weeks before, the Ministry of Housing and Local Government
had upheld an appeal by the owner, the proprietor of the adjoining garage
and petrol-filling station, against the decision of Bexley Borough Council
not t o  permit an extension of  the commercial premises adjoining. The
Council's refusal was due to their conclusion that the proposed development
would spoil the view of the mill. This was certainly something o f  rare
beauty, enhanced by two weeping willow trees overhanging the water
between the mill and the bridge. A petition for rebuilding the mill, presented
by local residents, was not favoured by the owner, though he said he did
not intend to extend his premises on the mill site.

Cliffe
Mr. R .  F.  Hutchings, M.A., reports on  Romano-British industrial

sites on Cliffe marshes:
A group from St. George's School, Gravesend, investigated the site of

cremations found in 1950 at Wharf Farm, and found the map reference
l iv
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incorrect. M r.  J .  Dockwray and the occupier o f  the land are agreed tha t
the pottery was wi th in 15 yd. of  N.G.R. TQ74247704, and that  the nearest
pond, about 40 yds. away, was unt i l  this century a mound o f  burnt  clay,
sherds and cinders, sold to  make up the level o f  a football  pitch. Sherds
were described as coarse black ware. A n  area of  ditch bank was excavated
at 74297702, where land drainage appeared to  be impeded. 3  f t .  t o  6  f t .
under the bank a k i ln  was found, 15 f t .  long at water level, and connected
wi th  at  least one other ki ln. Th i rd -century sherds were in  the burn t  clay.
Nearly a mile to the north o f  the ki ln, a t  74307850, a  mound o f  over 200
cubic yds. o f  industrial debris contains numerous black and grey sherds,
some o f  which belong to  the second century. Strat i f icat ion has been dis-
turbed by  rabbits and recent burials o f  sheep. Fur ther  investigation here
is not  popular. There is evidence o f  second- and th i rd -century occupation
in at  least two  other mounds o f  the eastern marshes, bu t  the sites come
within t h e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  uncommon species o f  wi ld fowl ;  a rcheo logy  i s
discouraged.

A l l  these sites are over a  mi le f rom the nearest Romano-Bri t ish f ind
in Mr. Chaplin's survey of West Cliffe marshes. He has been informed that
the erosion of  a baulk there has exposed truncated 'kilns' around 71807724;
erosion removed two small burials containing samian sherds, capped wi th
sandstone a n d  powdered chalk,  a n d  strat i f ied unde r  widespread b u r n t
clay and charcoal. Dr. M. J. Aitken has been approached about the possibility
of geophysical prospecting near  mounds o f  Romano-Bri t ish debr is a t
Cliffe.

The Black Shore, north of Cliffe Creek
This group o f  marshes is on the western ext remi ty  o f  gravelly subsoil

which has been suggested as t he  locat ion o f  a  Romano-Bri t ish vi l lage.
Shoals o f  gravel have been found a t  less than  4  fathoms i n  the Thames
between t h e  B lack  Shore a n d  t h e  Romano-Br i t ish sett lement a t  Eas t
Ti lbury, Essex. O n  t h e  saltmarsh a t  70807710, erosion i s  rap id ,  a n d
Romano-Br i t ish po t te ry  has been discovered b y  beachcombers o n  t he
mudfiats dur ing  the last fo r t y  years. A  group f rom St. George's School,
Gravesend, has made a plan of features in the foreshore:

'(1) Close t o  the  creek and the  l ine o f  nineteenth-century beacons, a
laminated c lay  mound strat i f ied under  the  saltings, containing cinders,
charcoal, and a broad post-hole over the shape of cross-beams; at  the same
level, 12 yds. away,  a  dump o f  charcoal and sherds described b y  D r.  J .
Wainwright, o f  the Min is t ry  o f  Public Bui ld ing and Works, as probably
Romano -British.

(2) A  channel o f  hardened ooze about 4  yds. wide, leading f rom the
creek to the  stratif ied mounds and the outl ine o f  a boat nearly 20 f t .  i n
length, the timbers carbonized; the Ministry of Public Building and Works
has been consulted about the identification o f  the boat; i t  is on the same
level as the bones of several animals, including red deer.

(3) Landward  o f  the boat, traces o f  an embankment terminat ing a t
'remains similar to fish cages and a reed floor mixed with briquetage.

(4) Above  the  reed floor, a  s t ra tum including f i rst-  t o  t h i r d -century
sherds, glass, roof-tiles, and a chalk and gravel floor, 40 yds. long, with post-
holes 4 to 5 f t .  apart.

The main finds have been photographed. A grid of posts has been placed
on the foreshore, and every week a survey is made of  ancient debris on the
mudfiats and  the r iver  side o f  the saltings. A  section can now be drawn

lv
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showing Romano-British and Medieval occupation layers, based o n
records o f  pottery found during erosion over a  straight line along the
western edge of the chalk and gravel floor.

Elsewhere in  the western marshes, damaged Romano-British metal
has been found and shown to members of the field club, who are indebted
to the patience and care of Mr. E. W. Tilley over the identification of the
coins. These 53 coins, with a further 5 illegible, date from a consecration
coin o f  Claudius I I  (A.D. 275) t o  Theodosius I  (A.D. 379-395); 45 are
Constantinian.

Cobham
Mr. A. F. Allen reports:
During the excavation of a road for a small housing estate on a field

to the east of Battle Street (N.G.R. 66906880) some 13 sarcen stones were
unearthed. The stones were o f  a miscellaneous character ranging from
pieces about 2 ft. long, tapering to a point, to two large flat stones irregular
iff shape, one approximately 10 ft. by 6 ft. and the other 10 ft. by 10 ft.
These appear to be associated with the reputed Cobham Megalith (J. H.
Evans, Arch. Cant., brill, 75). Details of the actual position of each stone are
not available, but a neighbour states that the largest stone was buried at
about 2 ft. depth in the centre of the entrance of the new road cut into the
bank of  Battle Street. The others seem to have been rather nearer the
surface since the new road level rises sharply and does not seem to have
been excavated much more than 18 in. below the field level beyond its
junction with the old Battle Street. The stones show no signs of weathering.

The find does nothing to throw light on the likelihood or otherwise of
a megalith at Cobham. Mr. Ralph Arnold in his Yeoman of Kent, pp. 50-53,
prints a report to the British Archmological Association in 1854 by a Mr.
Lucas to which Mr. Evans makes reference, and also a number of references
to sarcen stones found and moved, in Richard Hayes's Diary (1770-1773).
Of these, the most significant are the entries by Richard Hayes in  his
Diary that in 1773 he dug several large stones out of  Northcott Field.
This, Mr. Arnold notes, is a field to the north of Meadow House, a house
which stands some 150 yards to the east of the present find. Mr. Hayes
seems to have treated these stones as merely found in the field and dug up,
and none of  the Diary references suggest that in Mr.  Hayes' t ime the
stones were standing as part of any megalithic structure. The person who
gave me details of the site of the main present find, who lives in the cottage
immediately to the north of the find, showed me one old sarcen in  her
garden which had obviously been used as a garden ornament for many
years, and further stated that the many fragments used for rockery in
her garden were dug up out of it. I t  should also be mentioned that there
are many of these stones scattered around the district. There are nine in
the roadside at Owlets Corner, Cobham (N.G.R. 66506880); these stones
are almost certainly those which Mr. Richard Hayes claims to have moved
from Battle Street and Northcott Field. Three more stones stand in the
road bank at Jeskins Corner (N.G.R. 65906910), and there is a 'Druids
Circle' in the gardens of Cobham Hall which are said to have come from
the original megalith in the garden of Holly Cottage, Battle Street, which
is a house on the west side o f  Battle Street immediately opposite the
present find. Thus, some thirty or forty stones seem to have been found in
the Cobham area, and it seems that before the theory of a megalith on the
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Battle Street site can be accepted, i t  must be shown that these stones are
not a natural local geological product.

Mr. John H. Evans, F.S.A., comments:
In the first place the stones are a natural geological deposit, being the

hard remnants of  Eocene sandstone beds which once extended over the
south-east o f  England. Neolithic man used them to  build the 'rough
stone monuments' o f  the megalithic tombs, such as Ki t 's  Coty House,
Coldrum, Addington, etc. Throughout the centuries farmers have cleared
their fields of  them by dragging them to the sides of the fields; thus we
find groups in the corners of fields, alongside hedges of fields, along stream
beds and around village and farm ponds. These are natural stones dragged
into a group by man. But at the same time true megalithic structures were
sometimes destroyed and their stones dragged into a  group, as a t  the
Lower Kit's Coty monument, which was destroyed in 1690 and now forms
the jumbled group known as the Countless Stones. In 1822 a single burial
chamber found near Ki t 's  Coty, was dug out and the stones dragged
into a near-by wood. The evidence we must have before deciding that a
group of stones form, or once formed, a megalithic tomb is as follows:

(1) Obvious design (like Kit 's Coty and Coldrum) or a record of  the
previous state o f  the group showing obvious design, as a t  the Lower
Kit's Coty.

(2) Human remains found in close association with a group of stones, as
has occurred in the vicinity of Aylesford.

(3) Tools, weapons or pottery remains found in close association with a
group.
At one time, before the Druid craze, old-time antiquaries associated the
megalith area around Kit 's Coty with the fifth-century battle between
Britons and Saxons and regarded the tomb chambers as being those of the
leaders on both sides, Categern and Horsa, who were killed in the battle;
the other stones marking the graves o f  lesser warriors. This mistaken
view was 'diffused' to other monuments; thus a battle was said to have
been fought at Coldrum and a 'Black Prince' killed and buried in the great
chamber. A t  Cobham it was said that Battle Street led to The Warrior's
Grave, the suppositious megalith. Thus there may have been a megalithic
monument at Cobham but there is not a shred of acceptable evidence that
there was. 'Battle Street' may indicate a battle, but i t  may equally be a
Saxon personal name `Baeddel'. And in any case a battle name has nothing
to do with a Neolithic tomb. But the battle name may well have given rise
to the guess that the stones represented a tomb of the chieftain killed in
the battle.

Edenbridge
Mr. J. C. Irwin reports:
This has been an uneventful year as far as activities in this area are

concerned. The creation o f  a reservoir north-east o f  Bough Beech wi l l
result in the destruction of several half-timbered houses, at least two of
which date from 1500 or earlier; these have been recorded by Mr. K. W. E.
Gravett, M.Sc., F.S.A. I  regret to report that other Tudor structures in
the area are threatened. A  fine barn of  about 1600 or a l itt le later at
Skinners Farm, Edenbridge, formerly on the list of  scheduled buildings,
is about to be destroyed with the knowledge of the Rural District authorities.
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The Priest's House near Edenbridge parish church (a late fifteenth-century
hall-house) has recently been converted into a shop and one of its wings
has been truncated in the process, local protests having failed to achieve
results. Another house called The Windows in Edenbridge High Street is
about to be demolished with planning permission; but although o f  late-
Tudor date is of less architectural interest.

Faversham
Mr. James Doak reports:
Gunpowder has been the highlight o f  the year in  Faversham. The

manufacture of gunpowder was carried on for over 300 years in Faversham
and the town may have been the first centre for commercially produced
powder in the country. There were four main works, Home, Marsh, Oare
and Uplees, and with one major exception all the buildings have vanished.
The exception is one half of a water-powered mil l  on the Home works.
The remaining machinery, which is mainly nineteenth century but part
of which has been dated as about 1760 consists of the water-wheel, driving
gears and grinding stones partially protected from the weather by  the
remnants of a shed and a blast wall. I t  is situated less than half a mile
from the town centre and is surrounded by many spendid trees; thanks to
Messrs. Parham & Co., of Gillingham, the mill is now to be dedicated to
the Borough Council. The question o f  restoration was taken up with,
amongst others, the Minister o f  Public Building and Works, who has
generously offered the Faversham Society a grant of  £1,000 towards the
total of just over £3,000 needed to make safe and completely restore the
mill. The Kent Archwological Research Groups' Council have offered a
task-force o f  volunteer labour and the Faversham Society proposes to
appeal for further funds and labour. I t  is satisfactory to record that at
least one powder mil l  wil l  now be preserved for posterity, particularly
when i t  originally seemed likely that no trace o f  the powder industry
would remain in Faversham.

The Faversham Society's Museum at the Maison Dieu, Ospringe, has
shown a collection of the late Sydney Wilson's effects which included a
number of  flint implements of  Mesolithic/Neolithic period and a Palm-
lithic hand-axe of the Acheulian culture. Although this latter is not thought
to have been found in Faversham, nevertheless i t  probably comes from
either the Thames or Medway valleys.

Keaton
Dr. E. V. Piercy Fox reports:
Keston Field Club. At a meeting of members held on 3rd June, 1966,

i t  was decided to wind up the Keston Field Club. The Club was founded
under a different name in 1934 by the late Canon F. S. Gammon and the
late H. B. Hampton, Esq. Members enjoyed many lectures and excursions
over the years, and some members took part in a Regional Survey and in
local excavations.

Keston Roman site. The London Borough of Bromley, with the advice
of the Ministry of  Public Building and Works, is going to preserve the
foundations o f  the Roman building known as the Roman Temple. I t  is
intended to turf the area.
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Lower Medway Archceological Research Group

Mr. M. A. Ocock (Hon. Sec.), reports:
The Group has continued to increase in  strength and dur ing the past

year membership increased to over for ty wi th many other people regularly
helping w i t h  f ield-work. Regular month ly  meetings have been held and
were we l l  attended. Addi t ions have been made t o  t he  Group's records
and collections and these are now kept, by k ind permission of  the Curator,
at Eastgate House Museum, Rochester. Members taking part in Group exca-
vations are now covered by a personal accident insurance scheme. Members
have assisted in  the excavations a t  Higham Pr iory,  Eccles Roman Vi l la,
and in excavations ini t iated by Maidstone Museum. A t  the request o f  the
Ministry o f  Publ ic Bu i ld ing  and Works, t h e  Group has undertaken the
excavation o f  the medieval Hospital o f  St. Ma ry  in Newark Yard,  Strood.
The Regional Survey has continued to make good progress. I n  accordance
wi th  the programme, a  number o f  areas threatened by  bui lding develop-
ment were surveyed. Among the areas covered were Al l ington, Tunbury
Wood, near Chatham, and the proposed route o f  the Maidstone by-pass
extension. A  rescue operation on Deadmans Island in the Medway estuary
proved the existence of  a Tudor farmhouse site and underlying thirteenth-
century deposits. I t  i s  hoped t h a t  documentary research w i l l  p rov ide
evidence for early inning and subsequent loss to the sea. Following investi-
gation o f  a  Romano-Bri t ish industr ia l  s i te o n  t he  saltings a t  Bedlams
Bottom, Iwade,  a  po t te ry  k i l n  o f  the  updraught  t y p e  w i t h  a  central
pedestal and removable k i l n  bars was discovered. A n  interesting feature
was the pedestal which contained a complete poppy-head beaker. A  con-
siderable quant i ty  o f  pottery was recovered f rom the v ic in i ty  o f  the ki ln.
Tr ia l  trenches a t  Broomhey Farm, Cooling, confirmed the  existence o f  a
large Romano-Bri t ish industrial site covering an area of at least three acres.

The Regional Survey Sub-Committee organized a  v is i t  t o  the  South
Downs and, under the guidance o f  Mr. G. A.  Hol lyman,  F.S.A., Romano-
Brit ish f ie ld  systems a t  Jevington, a n d  t h e  Bronze A g e  enclosures a t
Blackpatch, A lc is ton ,  were  studied. T h e  Neo l i th ic  causeway camp a t
Combo H i l l  and the I ron Age camp a t  Mount  Caburn were also visited.

Mr. D .  N .  Barnes has continued his field survey o f  the Hoo St. Wer-
burgh area where several Roman sites have been discovered dur ing the
past f i f ty years. Investigations into other possible sites are proceeding and
a photographic record i s  be ing made o f  t h e  seventeenth-century g u n
battery at Cockham Wood on the banks of the Medway.

Lullingstone
Lt . -Col. G. W. Meates, F.S.A., reports:
Mr. G. K .  H o m e r  and the wr i te r  investigated i n  1964 and 1965, o n

behalf of the Crayford Manor House Archaeological Group, two sites of  the
Late I ron  Age in  Lull ingstone Park (N.G.R. TQ52406390 and 52164570),
briefly noted in Arch. Cant., lxxix, pp. lvi i  and lvii i, and lxxx, p. lii. I n  1966
they began an excavation at a third site (TQ52356498). These three sites lie
close together at intervals from south to north of 700 yds. and 500 yds., the
northern ly ing 650 yds. west o f  the Lull ingstone Roman Vi l la.  A l l  three
date from c. 50 B.C. to  A.D. 50, are situated on high ground already used
for corn growing i n  t h a t  period, a n d  probably  represent t he  p r im i t i ve
agricultural economy of a long-standing occupation by people of a Wealden
I ron Age culture (Belgic influence is almost entirely absent), existing here
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before the Roman re-organization o f  agriculture in  the area during the
second half of the first century A.D., when the Lullingstone Roman Villa
was constructed. A study of the three sites, when the current excavation is
concluded, wi l l  throw light upon this pre-Roman farming economy and
how i t  was rendered more efficient under Roman influence, centred upon
the newly-built house.

The 1966 excavation has revealed an occupation site, surrounded by a
curving gully, with an entrance facing east, which encloses a circular hut
of 12 f t .  diameter with an exterior drainage gully, and a concentrated
complex of many post-holes and shallow pits. The site may be found to
extend over an area of at least 80 ft. square, and it is intended to excavate
the whole site in its entirety, thus revealing the complete plan of a Late
Iron Age habitation. I n  this project, the excavators are receiving the
interested support and practical help of Mr. F. T.  Banfield, who farms the
area, and who has rendered the excavation possible. I t  is confidently hoped
by this means not only to provide a picture of rural life in the Late Iron
Age, bu t  also t o  add the necessary prologue to  the known history o f
Romano-British activity at Lullingstone.

Orpington
Mrs. M. Bowen, B.A., reports:
The restoration and extension of the pre-Reformation Rectory, Orping-

ton, now known as The Priory, for use as a public library and museum,
completed i n  1961, resulted i n  the preservation o f  a  building which,
together with the adjacent church, was the nucleus of Orpington in early
medieval times. The outbuildings must have been built for use as stables
to the Priory, and some of the foundations and parts of the superstructure
date from the fifteenth or early sixteenth century, but the greater part of
the remaining building probably dates from the late sixteenth or  early
seventeenth century. The central archway was the principal entrance to
the Priory precincts until 1865 when the present entrance gates were built
and the western end of the outbuildings was reconstructed as a  lodge.
These buildings were not included in the local authority's restoration plan,
but they were, i n  1951, scheduled by  the Ministry o f  Public Building
and Works as being of  special historic interest. The Historic Buildings
Council has since, on several occasions, attempted, by offering a consider-
able grant, to persuade the local authority to preserve them. But nothing
was done, even to arrest the process of decay, and now the buildings are
becoming dangerous. The local authority has now decided that the build-
ings must in  the near future be demolished, and Orpington Historical
Society, with considerable local support, has made a last appeal to the
Minister to intervene.

Mr. P. J. Tester, F.S.A., reports:
Further investigations o f  the Anglo-Saxon cemetery a t  Orpington

(Arch. Cant., lxxx, p.liv) have brought to light more burials, the total to date
being 27 inhumations and 16 cremations. A  great deal o f  interesting
material has been found in association and i t  is hoped to resume work in
1967. Several complete cremation urns have been found and the broken
remains of others which can be partly reconstructed. Those vessels wore
interspersed i n  shallow holes between the inhumations. Some o f  the
skeletons were lying with their heads to the approximate west, and others
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to the south. Men's graves produced eight shield bosses and an equal
number of spears. I n  one grave there was a well-preserved sword with
traces o f  the scabbard st i l l  adhering t o  the  blade. Women's graves
have produced 10 bronze brooches among which are represented disc,
saucer, button, square-headed, and bird forms, usually placed on the
shoulders or upper part of  the body and always in  pairs. Several good
buckles have occurred and three graves contained beads and other materials,
associated in one instance with two pierced coins o f  Allectus and Con-
stantine the Great. Only five graves had no associated goods, three of them
being those o f  children. Roman coins and pottery continue to  occur
plentifully in the upper level through which the Anglo-Saxon graves were
dug. A large pit has been investigated and found to contain a great amount
of second-century material. Close by were two small Roman pottery lamps
in perfect condition and also o f  second-century date. A  representative
collection of the finds has been placed on exhibition in Orpington Museum.
Once again thanks are expressed to all  those whose able assistance has
made the investigation so successful.

Otford
Lt.-Col. G. W. Meates, F.S.A., reports:
Under the direction o f  Mr. A .  C. Young, a  large Romano-British

cemetery is being excavated at Twitton. So far, the yield has been some
50 grave groups, containing about 125 vessels, many practically complete,
all provisionally dated within the second century A.D. The repeated
occurrence of  Patch Grove vessels underlines their persistence in use, i f
not in  manufacture, well into this century. Accompanying grave goods
include a jet ring, a necklace, and a small mirror. There are also indications
of a building, with hypocaust, awaiting excavation, and the limits of the
cemetery are yet to be determined.

A number of Romano-British buildings lie along the line of the Pilgrims'
Way across the valley at Otford, and this cemetery conforms, lying, as i t
does, just off this ancient road. I t  is clear that a concentration of Romano-
British occupation arose at this southern end of the Darent Valley, and
such a position would seem to suggest that the burial area may have been
discovered. I t  is reminiscent of the extensive Romano-British cemetery at
Ospringe on Watling Street, with which it is already beginning to compare.

Romney Marsh
Miss Anne Roper, M.B.E., F.S.A., reports:
A late medieval iron arrowhead of  the heavy kind used in hunting

(probably of 'Ward Perkins type 14', in the opinion of Mr. L. A. R. Grove,
F.S.A.) was dug up in Sussex Road, New Rorrmey, in May 1966. This is an
important find, as medieval arrowheads o f  this type are not common.
Part of an iron spur, and a large stone cannon-ball were also dug up a few
days later near this site.

Royal Arms in  Churches. During the past year I  have cleaned and
treated the fine William IV  Royal Arms in Saltwood church, painted by
R. Bailey in 1834. They are painted on wood, an unusual medium for the
nineteenth century, and measure about 5 f t .  square. The coat is also
distinctive by  reason o f  the ful l  heraldic achievement, when helm and
mantling were usually omitted. I  have similarly cleaned and treated a
very faded coat o f  George I I ,  dated 1739, a t  Brookland church, wi th
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rewarding results. The dim, faded arms at  Old Romney church, which
have been in need of attention for the last thirty years, have now been
restored and repainted by  Mrs. Ursula MacDonald a t  her Canterbury
Studio. The cost was generously borne by Major H.  R. Pratt-Boorman,
C.B.E. This is an interesting coat of George I I I ,  dated 1800, although i t
does bear the French fleur-de-lis. I n  the Parvise above the fourteenth-
century south porch o f  Hythe church, a  black, gr imy, undecipherable
coat has hung for many years. This room was used as the Town Hall from
1540 until the new Town Hall was built in the High Street in 1794, and
the Royal Arms probably belonged to the Corporation. After some pre-
liminary cleaning revealed a  Stuart coat, i t  was cleaned professionally,
and the arms of William I I I  and Mary I I  are now displayed in the church
itself.

Selling
Mr. A. G. Woodcock reports:
Although Mesolithic material is found scattered fairly generally through-

out the Perry Woods area, Selling, near Canterbury, there are in particular
two sites (N.G.R. TR04505550 and 04705570) which are worthy of note
in that they represent areas of  more permanent occupation. They were
discovered where footpaths had crossed these sites, and at  these points
Mesolithic material was exposed on the surface. I t  was decided to investi-
gate further and to dig a series of test pits in order to determine the nature
and extent of the industry. This excavation was conducted as part of  a
programme of research into the Mesolithic period in Kent. Results so far
have been encouraging. A t  present i t  is too early to be able to state the
affinities of the industry or where i t  stands in relation to other finds in
Kent, but among the many hundreds of  flint flakes and waste material
have been found many fine blades, cores, a tranchet axe, three axe-trimming
flakes, a  fabricator and several scrapers. Much use seems to have been
made of broken blade segments without any secondary working and many
of the flints show evidence of deliberate snapping. Five microliths have so
far been found, o f  very small regular proportions with blunted backs.
Two micro-burins have also been found. I t  is hoped that a more detailed
account will appear in the next volume of Archceologia Cantiana.

Springheacl
Mr. W. S. Penn, B.Sc., reports:
The excavation of the Temple V I  Gateway was completed during the

year. I t  consisted of  a building 16 f t .  internally, wi th 3 f t .  thick walls
built against the temenos wall alongside the Temenos Road East. There was
a central tiled cult statue base, or altar base, west of which was a votive
pit containing coins and animal burials. The thickness of the walls and two
Corinthian pilasters indicated that the building had been a ta l l  stone
structure and this, taken with steps leading into the temple courtyard on
the west side, indicates a possible monumental gateway into the temenos
although positive evidence for this was not forthcoming. However, since
the building was also (presumably) sanctified, i t  would possess temple
characteristics and i t  may therefore have served two purposes, hence the
name Temple VI Gateway. The building was in use c. 150-250 and covered
first-century roads. Under the first of these, of Claudian date, was a Belgic
coin, the first stratified Belgic coin from the area. With the mastratified
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coins previously found, there is a clear indication of  a Belgic settlement
nearby, although the latest coin may have been dropped by a Belgic road
builder.

Further excavation in the temenos area has revealed part o f  a first-
century building with flint footings and a clay and chalk floor. Further
work is required to ascertain its nature and i t  certainly was in existence
before the temenos wall was built, so that it does not have to have religious
attributes. What may have been an antifix with a sun motive was found in
one of the sections and it may have been part of one of the temples.

I t  is now possible to announce the discovery of the `Springhead Lion'.
During rescue excavations two years ago several fragments of large sculpture
were found and have recently been assembled to form part of the mane
and body of a lion which was freestanding and must have been 5 ft. long
when complete. I t  is obviously of great importance both from the point
of view of adding to the growing amount of sculpture which has been found
in the town and the possible reasons for its presence. Lions have been
found on tombs (unlikely in our case because the cemetery must have
been some way away), on wells (Corbridge), and flanking the entrances of
Mithrgea. There was a flint-lined well at Springhead, and there could have
been a Mithraeum in view of the important religious centre and probable
trading post. Both ideas are intriguing, but more evidence is required.

Temple Ewell
Capt. A. C. Hogarth reports:
Thanks to the generosity of the landowners, and to the good offices of

the Headmaster of  the Duke o f  York's Royal Military School, Dover,
the third season of excavation by the School Archa3ological Society on the
site of the former Preceptory of the Knights Templars has been completed.
Work has revealed substantial remains of a complex of medieval buildings
which possibly formed only part of the Preceptory. In  an area 100 ft. by
150 ft. lie seven rooms, an entrance lobby, a passage and one open-ended
area, all compass orientated. In  addition, a series of oblique walls form a
large irregular polygonal room (containing what appears to have been a
drain) and two open-ended areas, one L-shaped, the other subrectangular.
This complex is of certainly three, and possibly more, periods of construc-
tion, and dates from the last quarter of the twelfth century to the second
quarter of the sixteenth century.

Period I .  A late twelfth-century Hall, very solidly built in fl int and
mortar, with chalk trench-laid foundations. Dressed Caen stone was used
to square and reinforce external corners, while internal angles were squared
with large chalk blocks carefully dressed to the correct angle. Interior wall
surfaces were plastered. Door- and window-frames were o f  Caen stone
mouldings, o f  the highest class o f  dressing and setting craftsmanship.
There were two doors, one a little off centre in the north wall (the main
door) and the other in the north-east corner. The remains of what seems to
have been the base of a staircase, probably wooden, leading up towards the
east end o f  the Hall  outside its north wall suggests the existence o f  a
gallery. The roof was tiled, the floors earthen.

Period I I .  During the thirteenth century the south-east corner of the
Hall was demolished to allow the addition of a complete wing extending
along and to the east of the south wall of the original building. A passage
was inserted across the Hall, just to the east of the main doorway, by the
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construction of two thin walls. A t  each end of the passage, and in its east
wall, doors were made to give access to the new wing, and also the east
end of the Hall. Probably also at this time a door was made in the south
wall of the Hall towards its western end, leading to the open-ended area
of the south wing. To this door a porch was added, of wood on light chalk
foundations.

Period I n .  At the north side of the Hall a large rectangular room was
added, some 50 ft. long running north from the western half of the original
Hall. I t  is uncertain whether this is contemporary with the south wing
alterations, but it is certainly earlier than the oblique walls of Period I I I .
A narrow corridor, or entrance lobby, along the north-east side of the Hall
is likewise certainly later than the Hall itself, and earlier than Period I I I ,
but i t  is not yet established as being contemporary either with the south
wing or with the large rectangular addition on the north side of the Hall.
I t  fits, however, an obvious requirement of the design of  the Period I I
alterations, namely that some shelter from weather, and some protection
from draughts, was needed for the extra doors introduced in Period I I  and
in the north room. Rather than stipulate a separate period for these addi-
tions on the north side of the Hall, i t  seems reasonable to consider them as
phases of the first major period of modification, and to assign them pro-
visionally to Period IIb.

Period I I I .  The oblique walls to the north-east of the original Hall were
added. The purpose of the room thus formed and of the two open-ended
areas is not yet known, but the room, on the evidence of the drain it con-
tains, and of the large quantities of pottery found in it, was probably a
kitchen.

Nature and use of the rooms. As yet, only the entire south wing, and
parts of the Hall, have been fully excavated. The uses of rooms in these
areas is thus partly known, though a fuller picture must wait for the
completion of excavation over the whole complex. I t  appears, however,
that no claustral layout has existed at this Preceptory, but rather that a
manorial plan was adapted to the needs of the Templars; which were,
it must be remembered, not only monastic but also agricultural.

The Hall itself was undoubtedly the original area of occupation in the
Preceptory. I t  contains no pottery whatever, a fact which must be explained
by its later use for non-domestic purposes and by a thorough cleaning for
this reason of all domestic rubbish. The floor, being of earth, was possibly
cleaned by being dug out down to a clean level, a not uncommon method.

The Open-ended Area at the west end of the south wing was a kitchen
or scullery. Large quantities of sherds dating from the later twelfth century
to late fifteenth century were found here, and also a drain, with a very
large flow capacity, suggesting that washing of clothes as well as dishes
was done in this area. I t  is likely that the kitchen was a  lean-to, with
wooden wall and roof, since the surviving footings are too slight to have
supported a masonry structure.

The Chapel lies at the east end of the south wing. I t  is very small, only
15 ft. square. Against its east wall stood an altar 8 ft. by 4 ft., standing
on a flint foundation, with a base of chalk blocks. In front of the altar, a
chalk-based altar rail extended the full width of the Chapel. The floor was
originally of earth and rammed chalk west of the rail, and of flint pebbles,
possibly mortared, to its east. Later, in the fifteenth century, a tiled floor
was laid, consisting at least partly of printed fleur-de-lis pattern decorated
tiles, probably made in Canterbury. A t  least one painted glass window
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existed in the Chapel, fragments of  glass from this window having been
found. They are greatly decomposed, which strongly suggests that the
window was o f  painted transparent glass; medieval clear glass was an
exceedingly unstable chemical product. T h e  Chapel walls were plastered
to a very smooth finish, and have revealed no trace of painting. No window
mouldings have been found in or near the Chapel, but as the door leading
to the rest of the south wing was of moulded stone masonry it is reasonable
to suppose that the window was of similar construction. Of the two small
rooms to the west of  the Chapel, less can be said, but that immediately
adjoining i t  was plastered to a standard of  finish not inferior to that of
the Chapel itself. I n  i t ,  moreover, was found a  lead seal o f  Pope
Alexander I V.  These two facts, and its very adjacence to the Chapel,
suggests that it may well have been the Chapter House of the Preceptory.

Conclusion. Nothing very startling has been found. Pottery, small finds,
and structural features are all fairly typical of the period. The ground plan
is of interest, being one of the very few known plans of Templar Precep-
tories in England. I t  demonstrates clearly, as so far revealed, that the
Templars did not necessarily think it obligatory, at least in small establish-
ments, to build to a completely monastic scheme. I t  also confirms that not
all Templar Chapels were round. I t  is hoped that work in  subsequent
seasons will give a more comprehensive and detailed picture of the material
circumstances of the everyday life of the Preceptory. Work is also in hand
to produce a full documentary record of the Templars at Ewell, and in
their possessions in Kent, but in view of the extent of the research which
this requires it will be some years before this can be published.

Thanet
Mr. D. G. Scurrell reports:
During the year considerable progress was made towards the preserva-

tion of Drapers Mill, Margate, and a Trust established for this purpose has
to date raised over £800. The Thanet Excavation Group having completed
one section of the Belgic site at Drapers are now filling in before starting
further work in the Spring. The Isle of Thanet Archmological and Historical
Society has had a successful year. Membership has increased and a lecture
programme well attended. Visits were made to Knole, Hastings, Battle
Abbey and the Canterbury Almshouses. The Mayor o f  Margate com-
memorated t h e  centenary o f  the  death o f  Margate's f i r s t  Mayor,
Dr. G. Yeates Hunter, by  attending a service in the Parish Church and
placing a wreath on his memorial.

Tunbridge Wells
Mrs. V. F. Desborough reports:
Our kcal member, Mr. ,Tames Money, F.S.A., has now completed the

excavations in Minepit Wood, Withyham, and reports much success. He
has promised to lecture to our local members on the results of the excava-
tions next Spring. Mr. Frank Jenkins, F.S.A., most kindly came to give our
members a lecture last June. He had a ful l  hall to hear him speak on
Kent during the Roman Period, splendidly illustrated by coloured slides.
We had the great pleasure of having our General Secretary, Colonel G. W.
Meates, F.S.A., with us. Our Outing this year was to Allington. Castle, to
which over 40 of our members came. There was a substantial increase in
local members this year.
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Wingham

Mr. Frank Jenkins, F.S.A., reports:
With the kind permission o f  Viscount Hawarden i t  was possible to

continue the excavations i n  the Vineyards Field a t  Wingham Court,
Wingham. I t  is now known that the foundations discovered last year
belong to a Roman building of the so-called aisled type, which is at present
over 90 ft. long and 52 ft. wide, the main axis lying east—west. A t  the west
end of the central hall or court, which has an earth floor, is a triple entrance
consisting of a central 8 ft. wide carriageway with a narrower passage on
each side. On the central axis at the extreme east end of the hall, and
built against the west wall of two rooms are the flint-built foundations of a
structure about 10 ft. wide by 5 ft. long. I t  is U-shaped on plan with the
open end facing westwards abutting on to the ends of two parallel, horizon-
tal fire-channels roughly built o f  broken roofing-tiles laid in  clay, burnt
hard by  subsequent firings. Only the lowest courses o f  these channels
remained and the fl int foundations had been reduced to ground level,
leaving no trace of  the superstructure the latter had once supported. A
patch o f  opus signinum on the top o f  the foundations, however, may
indicate that it was a tank to hold water heated by the fire channels.

Over the north-east angle of  the north aisle foundation-trench, and
extending in a shallow depression within the aisle, was a thick band of
sticky black soil containing a piece of pottery of Anglo-Frisian type, an
iron arrowhead, an iron pointed ferrule of a spear-shaft, and a small frag-
ment of glass. The latter was submitted to Dr. D. B. Harden, F.S.A., who
has identified i t  as part of the rim of a bowl of early fifth century Saxon
type. The presence of these objects may be taken as additional evidence to
that found last year which indicates a very early Saxon settlement in the
vicininty of the building if not in its ruins.

The bath-building uncovered by the late George Dowker in 1882-3 is in
course of re-excavation. The mosaics in the two rooms across the east end
of the building, presumably the apodyterium and the frigidarium respec-
tively, are in fairly good condition. The plunge bath with its wall tesserce
is equally well preserved. This is the only example o f  wall tesserce stil l
in situ known in Britain. Extending westwards from these rooms is a
series of hypocausts in which three structural phases can be distinguished
at present. About midway along the south wall of the building an apsidal
room was added. This was probably a small tank for hot water, for the
remains of a hypocaust connected to the main system lies under the apse.
This room was subsequently demolished to be replaced by a rectangular
room about 15 ft. long and projecting outwards for 7 ft. Further west of
this room is a small hip bath not yet fully excavated. On the north side
of the building at the west end is another heated room. In the area between
that room and the apodyteriwm at the east end, the Roman levels are un-
disturbed by the excavations of 1882-3. Here there are lengths of shallow
footings of chalk and flint which evidently represent an earlier building
cut by the bath-house foundations, but more work is needed before its
date and plan can be determined. The excavations are being supervised by
Mr. Frank Jenkins with the assistance of volunteer diggers who are members
of the Canterbury Archaeological Society, Deal and Sandwich Historical
Societies, and the Kent Archaeological Society. I t  is hoped to complete
the excavations of the bath building next year, and then a search will be
made for the principal building to which the two known buildings must
have belonged.
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