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ANNUAL REPORT
FOR THE YEAR 1968



ANNUAL REPORT FOR T H E  Y E A R  ENDED 31sT DECEMBER,
1968

Council presents its One Hundred and Tenth Report, and the State-
ment of Accounts for 1967.

OBITUARY
Council records w i th  great regret the deaths o f  two o f  the Vice-

Presidents of the Society, Sir Herbert Cohen, Bart., 0.B.E., and Mr. F. C.
Elliston-Erwood, F.S.A. Sir Herbert had been a member since 1911 in
which year he was elected a  Vice-President, and Mr.  Elliston-Erwood
had been a  member since 1908, a  Vice-President since 1967, and  an
Honorary Member since 1961.

I t  is also with much regret that Council records the deaths of  Canon
William Telfer, D.D., D r.  P.  H .  Reaney, L i t t .D. ,  Ph.D., F.S.A., and
Mr. W. S. Penn, B.Sc. Canon Telfer was a great scholar who contributed
papers to Archccologia Cantiana, and who was sometime Master of Selwyn
College, Cambridge, holding a canonry at  Ely.  Dr.  Reaney had been a
member since 1953, and a member of Council since 1962. His eminence in
the study of Place Names was nation-wide, and he was Chairman of the
Place Names Committee from 1957. H is  loss to  scholarship is greatly
lamented. In  Mr. Penn, the Society has lost a director of excavations of
great attainments, who for many years had investigated the Romano-
British township at Springhead, near Gravesend, adding much by his work
to knowledge of the pagan religions of that period.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting was held i n  the Museum, Maidstone,

on 11th May, 1968, when Council's Annual Report and the Statement of
Accounts for 1967 were received and adopted. After the luncheon interval,
an audience of sixty members and their friends heard a most interesting
lecture by Mr. S. E. Rigold, M.A., F.S.A., on "Medieval Castles of Kent",
illustrated by many excellent slides. The lecture was received with much
pleasure, and the Chairman, Mr.  C. R.  Councer, F.S.A., expressed the
warm thanks of the Meeting to the lecturer.

THE PRESIDENCY
The President, Sir John Dunlop, K.B.E., C.M.G., M.C., T.D., having

regretfully expressed his desire to vacate the Office for reasons of health, at
the Annual General Meeting, Major-General The Viscount Monckton of
Brenchley, C.B., 0.B.E., M.C., was unanimously and with acclamation
elected President, and took the Chair.

V I C E - P R E S I D E N T S

Sir Thomas Neame, M.A., F.S.A., and Sir  John Dunlop, K.B.E.,
C.M.G., M.C., T.D., have been elected Vice-Presidents of the Society.
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HONORARY MEMBER

Mrs. V. M. F.  Desborough has been elected an Honorary Member of
the Society in recognition of her long and devoted work in the promotion
of the interests of the Society during her twenty years tenure of  the office
of Local Secretary for Tunbridge Wells.

MEMBERSHIP
During 1968, ninety-five new members were elected, and allowing

for resignations and deaths, the total membership stands at 1,167, a nett
increase of 30 during the year. A further increase in membership is, however,
needed, and Council appeals for  new members, junior members being
especially invited. The Society's Information Leaflet may be obtained on
application to the General Secretary.

COUNCIL
At the Annual General Meeting the following were re-elected to Council:

Mr. A .  F.  Allen, Mr. C. R. Councer, Mr.  R. H.  Goodsall, Mr.  K .  W. E.
Gravett, Mr. R. H. Hiscock, and Miss Anne Roper. Mr. L. D. Lyle, M.A., was
elected to Council in the place of the late Dr. Reaney. Mr. C. R. Councer
continues as Chairman, and Council is complete.

FINANCE
The Accounts for 1967, adopted at  the Annual General Meeting, are

published with this Report. To  allow the Society to maintain its high
standards, especially i n  regards t o  the publication o f  its Proceedings,
and of successive volumes of Kent Records, Council appeals for:

(1) N e w  Members.
(2) Donations to the Archceologia Cantiana and Kent Records Funds.
(3) Members t o  enter in to  seven-year Covenants, t o  enable the

Society to recover Income Tax on their subscriptions at no extra
cost to members. Forms of Undertaking may be obtained from
the General Secretary.

Note. Members are urged to pay their subscriptions by Banker's Order
Form, which may be obtained from the General Secretary. A l l  subscriptions
should be sent DIRECT to the General Secretary.

EXCURSIONS
Three excursions were arranged, two in Kent and one in  our neigh-

bouring county of Essex. A l l  were well attended by members and their
friends. The places visited are listed below together with those who kindly
acted as guides; the Society is most grateful for their assistance.
Saturday, I g h t h a m  and District
25th May H y d e r ' s  I r o n  Works, Plaxtol—Mr. K .  W .  E .

Gravett, M.Sc., F.S.A.
Ightham Mote—Miss Fox and Mr. J. Goodwin.
Ightham Church—Brigadier E. V. Bowra, O.B.E.
Old Soar—Mr. K. W. E. Gravett, M.Sc., F.S.A.

The Society is grateful to Mr. D. Hyder and the Vicar
of Ightham for their kindness.
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Saturday, M a l d o n ,  Essex
13th July T h e  Plume Library—Mr. D. Downes.

The Moot Hall—Mr. E. Dines.
Beeleigh Abbey—Mr. F. Chappell.
All Saints Church, Maldon—Rev. D. Toms.

In addition to  the above gentlemen, the Society is
indebted to Miss Christina Foyle and the Town Clerk
of Maldon for their help.

Saturday, R o m n e y  Marsh
7th September N e w  Hall, Dymchurch—Miss A. Roper, M.B.E., F.S.A.,

Mr. W.  B.  Smith, and Mr.  S. E.  Rigold, M.A.,
F.S.A.

The Churches of Old Romney and Brookland—Miss A.
Roper, M.B.E., F.S.A., and Mr. K. W. E. Gravett,
M.Sc., F.S.A.

Homes Place Chapel—Mr. S. E. Rigold, M.A., F.S.A.
The Society is  grateful t o  Mr.  Smith f o r  his k ind
hospitality and t o  the  Countess o f  Moray fo r  her
assistance.

ARCILZEOLOGIA CANTIANA
Volume lxxxii was published early in 1968. Under the proficient and

experienced Editorship of Mr. John H. Evans, F.S.A., the volume is of the
highest standard, and the papers it contains cover a wide field of Archaeo-
logy and History, designed for the interest of every member of the Society.

LIBRARY AND COLLECTIONS
Twenty-two books have been added to the Library, twenty of them

received as gifts. Particularly generous was the gift by our member Lewis
Biggs, Esq., of the twelve-volume edition of Hasted's A History and Topo-
graphical Survey of the County of Kent, recently rebound and once belonging
to George Payne. Among other books are Excavations at Faversham, by
Brian Philp, St. Edmund's Chapel, Dover, by T. E. Tanner, and St. Margaret's
Church, Horsmonden, by A. Cronk.

The Torr  MS. Notebooks have been catalogued and a list appears in
this volume of Archceologia Cantiana. The large collection o f  MS. Note-
books by Leland Duncan is being checked and arranged, with the help of
Mr. Thomas Church, and a list of them will appear in the next volume.

Members who wish to use the Library are reminded that they should
show their Membership Cards to the Museum attendant and sign the Visitors'
Book. This rule was introduced i n  the interests of  members, and Council
regrets to report a case of theft and vandalism perpetrated when this procedure
was neglected, thus showing that some safeguard is unfortunately necessary.

RECORDS PUBLICATION COMMITTEE
The Committee met on 25th September, 1968, to consider the position

in relation to  Dr.  Wood-Legh's proposed volume and future activity.
Unfortunately secretarial difficulties have held up the completion of  the
text of Archbishop Warham's Visitations, but i t  is hoped to publish during
1969.
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PLACE NAMES COMMITTEE

The death of Dr. P. H. Reaney at the beginning of 1968 was a blow
to Place-Names interests i n  Kent and throughout the country. While
his principal editorial work lay outside Kent  be had carried on some
research in this county, and such papers as he left concerning Kentish
Place Names were very generously given to the Society under his will.
Future activity by the Committee is dependent largely upon the avail-
ability of Mr. J. McNeil Dodgeson, secretary of the English Place Names
Society, to begin active work on the promised Kent volume.

C.P.R.K./K.A.S. PRESERVATION OF ANCIENT BUILDINGS COMMITTEE
1967/68.

(1) The future of the thirteenth-century Commandery of the Hospitallers
of St. John at Swingfield was thought to be assured, but no action would
appear to have yet been taken by Kent County Council to  acquire i t
compulsorily, and the building is inevitably further deteriorating. There
is little more that the Committee can do, other than to enquire at intervals
of the County Planning Officer whether any progress has been made.

(2) The t iny medieval chapel of  St. Edmund, Dover, has now been
most carefully and beautifully restored, and in May 1968 i t  was reconse-
crated. Congratulations are due to the Rev. Terence Tanner for his energy
and drive in acquiring the property on behalf of his Church, and in bringing
about this happy state of affairs, and to Mr. Anthony Swaine, F.R.I.B.A.,
the architect in charge of the work.

(3) A l l  hope o f  getting the once fine Tudor building Shurland Hall,
Eastchurch, which for long has been a ruin, restored has now been aban-
doned, the owners having informed the Committee in writing that they
are unwilling to sell. The building is on the Statutory List, but even so
it is feared that i t  is economically impossible to restore it.

(4) A n  extremely interesting fourteenth-century hall-house discovered
at Nos. 49-51 North Cray Road, Bexley, threatened by a road-widening
scheme, is now to be taken down and re-erected elsewhere in the borough,
largely due to the very successful action taken by Mr. P.  J. Tester and
Mr. K.  Gravett, and by the Borough Librarian.

(5) The appeal by the London Borough of Bromley against confirma-
tion by  the Minister o f  a B.P.O. placed on the Priory Outbuildings,
Orpington, b y  the Greater London Council was dismissed. Orpington,
of course, no longer forms part o f  Kent, but  this Committee had for a
number of years prior to Orpington U.D. ceasing to be part of Kent been
endeavouring to get this interesting building restored.

(6) The Committee is playing an active part in the proposed formation
of an Open-Air Museum of the Weald and Downland to be established in
Sussex at West Dean near Chichester where a most attractive site has been
generously given for the purpose. Already one or two suitable buildings in
Kent have been inspected and earmarked for taking down, removal to, and
re-erection at the new site, as soon as money is available.

(7) The Committee has been very fortunate in  finding an honorary
secretary to take over the task of forming the Kent Building Preservation
Trust, for which much preliminary work had already been carried out
by Lt.-Col. R. F.  H. Drake-Brockman. He is Mr. C. L.  S. Williams, who
lives at East Mailbag, and has become a member of the Committee which
will continue to be responsible for its formation unti l  such time as the
Trust is finally established. In spite of a letter received from Kent County
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Council saying that, whereas County Members still supported the idea of a
Trust, no financial assistance would be available owing to present circum-
stances, the Committee decided that every step should be taken to bring
the Trust into being, so that when sufficient financial support was forth-
coming operations could commence.

Report on the Fifth Conference of Building Recorders, held in the Museum,
Maidstone, on Saturday, 12th October, 1968

This Conference, held on behalf of the C.P.R.K./K.A.S. Study Group
on Recording Historic Buildings, is becoming an established event. I t  is
open to al l  members, o f  either the Kent Archaeological Society or the
Committee for Preservation of Rural Kent, interested in the old buildings
of the county.

The first speaker, Mr. K .  W. E. Gravett, outlined the unique impor-
tance of  the detached steeple a t  Brookland. Careful examination o f  its
timbers reveals that  i t  was originally an open lattice-work structure,
dating from the thirteenth century at latest. This was converted into an
octagon and modified in the mid-fifteenth century to take a peal of bells
and further strengthened for new bells two hundred years later. A wooden,
scale model was used to demonstrate the construction of the first phase.

Mr. P. J. Tester then described the late-fourteenth-century house that
he had discovered and recorded at North Cray. This had a single end-
jetty, at the service end, overhanging the street, and an open hall with
crown-post embellished with broach stops. The smoke from this hall had
penetrated the roof of the parlour. As a result of his discoveries the house
has been carefully dismantled with a view to future re-erection.

Finally, Mr. A. W. Swaine gave a brilliant exposition of the difficulties
which beset an architect engaged on church restoration work and gave
some very useful advice on the steps to take to avoid decay in timber and
stone. Many sidelights of art history were explained in a most enlightening
way.

These talks were attended by some forty people. Thanks were recorded
to the speakers and also to Mr. C. R. Councer for taking the chair, and to
Mr. L .  R. A. Grove for again providing the venue for the Conference.

The next Conference will be held in the Museum, Maidstone, on Saturday,
11th October, 1969, at 2.15 p.m.

EXCAVATIONS COMMITTEE
Council for British Archaeology, Grow) 11A

A programme of Archaeological Films which was shown in London on
17th February, 1968, was well attended.

A one-day Conference on "The Weald" was held on 5th October,
1968, at the Spa Hotel, Tunbridge Wells. I t  was jointly organized by C.B.A.
Groups 11A (Kent and Surrey) and 11B (Sussex), with the support of the
County Archaeological Societies.

The Conference attracted much public support and was attended by
about 250 people from the three Counties and the London area; limitations
of space precluded the presence of many other interested people.

The Conference was chaired by Mr. G. P. Burstow, F.S.A. and a panel
of lecturers gave papers on the geological background, the prehistoric
settlement, the iron industry, the Saxon and Domesday settlement, the
Norman and Medieval settlement, and the industrial archaeology of the
Weald.
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The Annual General Meeting of  Group 11A which was held on 2nd

November, 1968, at  Tunbridge Wells, was honoured by the presence o f
Miss K. M. Kenyon, C.B.E., M.A., D.Litt., F.B.A., F.S.A., Patron of the
Surrey Archaeological Society, who took the chair. Mr. E. E. Harrison,
M.A., F.S.A., and Lt . -Col. G. W.  Meates, F.S.A., the representatives o f
the County Societies, gave brief resum6s of the progress of archaeology in
their respective areas. Mr.  K .  J .  Barton, F.S.A., A.M.A., gave a  most
interesting lecture on "Medieval Pottery in Sussex".

Excavations in the County
Details of these will be found under "Investigations and Excavations

during the year" (pp. 249-75).
Mr. J. E. L.  Caiger has been appointed a member of the Committee.

LOCAL SECRETARIES
The following amendments are recorded:

Bromley M r .  M.  C. Watts has assumed the
duties i n  place o f  D r .  E .  V .
Piercy Fox.

London M r .  D .  E .  Wickham, M A . ,  has
assumed the duties in place of the
late Mr. F. C. Elliston-Erwood.

Tunbridge Wells M r s .  V.  M.  F.  Desborough having
resigned, t h e  duties have been
assumed by Mrs. M. Davies, B.A.

Pursuant to the reorganization of North-West Kent into the four new
London Boroughs of Bexley, Bromley, Greenwich and Lewisham, considera-
tion is being given to the re-drawing of the boundaries of  areas covered
by the new London Boroughs, and the re-naming of them where necessary.

The Society records i ts gratitude to  a l l  Local Secretaries for  their
most helpful work on its behalf.

KENT NUMISMATIC SOCIETY
The attention of members is drawn to this Society, which was founded

in 1913 for the promotion of knowledge of  Numismatics. The President
is Dr. J. P. C. Kent, B.A., Ph.D., F.S.A., of the Department of Coins and
Medals in the British Museum, and the Chairman is Mr. L. R. A. Grove,
B.A., F.M.A., F.S.A., Curator of Maidstone Museum. The Society meets each
month in Maidstone Museum, when coins are examined. Members are invited
to submit newly-discovered coins for identification, and further informa-
tion may be obtained from the Honorary Secretary, Mr. P. E. Oldham,
15 Hermitage Lane, Barming, Maidstone.

By Order of the Council,
G. W. Meates, Lieut.-Colonel,

1st January, 1969. G e n e r a l  Secretary
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