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ANNUAL REPORT
FOR THE YEAR 1969



ANNUAL REPORT F O R  T H E  Y E A R  ENDED 31st DECEMBER,
1969

Council presents i ts  One Hundred and Eleventh Report, and the
Statement of Accounts for 1968.

OBITUARY
Council records with great regret the death of Mr. Hugh Wyatt Standen,

A.M.I.C.E., which occurred on 6th December, 1969, a t  the age o f  92.
Mr. Standen was a life member of the Society and joined i t  in 1910, one
of the longest memberships in the records of the Society. He always keenly
followed the interests and activities of the Society, and attended most of
its excursions up to recently, when his health failed him. So senior a member
will be sadly missed.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting was held in  the Museum, Maidstone,

on 17th May, 1969, when Council's Annual Report and the Statement of
Accounts for 1968 were received and adopted. Several members raised a
number of points which were subsequently considered carefully by Council
and are dealt with in the leaflet which is included with this volume, for
the information of all members.

After the luncheon interval, over one hundred members and their
friends heard a  most interesting and excellently illustrated lecture on
'Anglo-Saxon Jewellery', by Mr. R. F. Jessup, F.S.A., Vice-President. The
lecture was warmly received, and the President expressed the thanks of the
Meeting to the lecturer.

VICE-PRESIDENTS
Mr. John H. Evans, F.S.A., and Mr. R. F.  Jessup, F.S.A., have been

elected Vice-Presidents of the Society. Mr. Evans has laid down the office
of Honorary Editor after nineteen years, during which he did inestimable
service to the Society in the production of its Proceedings. Mr. Jessup is
also a very senior member of forty-five years' standing, and has rendered
most valuable service to the Society during that long period.

MEMBERSHIP
During 1969, ninety-six new members were elected, and allowing for

resignations and deaths, and the removal from membership under Rule
10(a) o f  fifteen members, the total  membership stands a t  1,184, a net
increase of  seventeen during the year. A  further increase in membership
is needed, and the Society's Information Leaflet, giving details of the Society,
may be obtained on application to the General Secretary.
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Corrwan.

At  the Annual General Meeting the following were re-elected to Council:
Mr. A.  C. Harrison, Professor B. Keith-Lucas, Mr. S. E. Rigold, Mr. P. J.
Tester, and Dr. W. G. Urry; and Mr. B. J. Philp was elected in place of
Major H. M. Rand, resigned. Mr. J. E. L. Caiger and Mr. J. H. Money have
also been elected, and Mr. C. R. Councer continues as Chairman.

FINANCE
The Accounts for 1968, adopted at the Annual General Meeting, are

published with this Report. Mr. M. W.  J. Yeo and Mr. S. Mendel have
resigned the offices of Honorary Treasurer and Honorary Auditor, respec-
tively. Mr. A. C. Harrison, B.A., F.S.A., has assumed the office of Honorary
Treasurer, and Mr. K. A. Pollock, F.C.A., that of Honorary Auditor.

To allow the Society to  maintain its high standards, especially i n
regard t o  the publication o f  Archceologia Cantiana, and o f  successive
volumes of Kent Records, an appeal is made for:

(1) N e w  members.
(2) Donations to the Archoologia Cantiana and Kent Records Funds.
(3) Members t o  enter in to  seven-year Covenants, t o  enable the

Society to recover Income Tax on their subscriptions at no extra
cost to members. Forms of  'Undertaking may be obtained from
the General Secretary.

Note. Members are urged to pay their subscriptions by Banker's Order
Form, which may be obtained from the General Secretary. A l l  subscriptions,
other than those by Banker's Order, and which are due on the 1st January,
should be sent D IRECT to the General Secretary.

EXCURSIONS
Three excursions were arranged, two i n  Kent and one into Sussex.

The latter was in the nature of an experiment, lunch being eaten on the
coach. A l l  were well attended by members and their friends. The places
visited are listed below with the names of those kind people who acted as
guides.

Saturday,
31st May

Saturday,
5th July

Chichester
The Chapel of the Bishop's
Palace
The Hospital of St. Mary M r s .  M. Ballantyne
The Romfin Palace, Fishbourne Mr. J. S. Shaw

Maidstone and District
MaidstoneMuseum, and St.
Peter's Church, Maidstone

Otharn Vicarage

Sutton Valence Castle and
Chegworth Mill
Otterden Church and Otterden
Place
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Mr. F. W. Steer, F.S.A.

Mr. L. R. A. Grove,
F.S.A.

Mr. D. B. Kelly
Rev. G. Westwell and
Mr. S. E. Rigold, F.S.A.
Mr. S. E. Rigold, F.S.A.

Mr. Grenville 'Wheeler
and M r .  K .  W .  E .
Gravett, F.S.A.
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Saturday, S o u t h b o r o u g h  District
30th August T h e  Churches of Capel and

Tudley
Somerhill
Holden House

Mabledon

Valley House, The Roundels
and Ivy House Farm

Bidborough Church

Rev. F. Forbes

Miss P. Page
Mr. P .  A .  Godfrey-

Phillips
Mr. T.  Pownell and
Rev. Moule
Mr. London and Mr.
K. W.  E.  Gravett,

F.S.A.
Rev. F.  A. Skinner

The Society is grateful to all the ladies and gentlemen mentioned above
who did so much to make the visits so interesting. The Society is also
most grateful to  the owners o f  properties who permitted these visits:
Rev. and Mrs. Westwell, Otham Vicarage; Dr. R. Brown, Sutton Valence
Castle; Mr.  E .  Uren, Chegworth Mi l l ;  S i r  Henry d'Avigdor Goldsmid,
Somerhill; Mr.  and Mrs. Webster, The Roundels; and Mr. and Mrs. L .
Leslie, Valley House. The Society is especially grateful to Mrs. M. E. Davies,
the Local Secretary for Tunbridge Wells, and to Mr. D. H.  Bennett, for
all their help in  organizing and making the Southborough excursion so
successful.

AROMPEOLOGIA CANTIANA
Volume lxxxi i i  was published early i n  1969, under the experienced

Editorship of Mr. John H. Evans, F.S.A., assisted by Mr. A. P. Detsicas,
M.A., F.S.A., who has since taken over the Editorship. The volume main-
tains the very high standard traditional in the Society, and its contents
include papers on a very wide range of subjects, designed for the interest
of every member of the Society. The increasing number of foreign universi-
ties and libraries who are taking up Archceologia Cantiana is gratifying,
and shows how interest in the archmology and history of  the county is
becoming widespread beyond Great Britain.

LIBRARY AND COLLECTIONS
The following books have been added to the Library by gift or purchase:

Richborough, Reports I V  and V; A Gazeteer of British Lower and Middle
Pal ceolithic Sites, by D. A. Roe; The Church in Lam,berhurst, by W. Morland;
A Catalogue of Lambeth Manuscripts, 889-901, by Dorothy M. Owen, F.S.A.;
the reproduction of Andrews, Dury and Herbert's A Topographical-Map
of the County of Kent (1769); and the Kent sheets of the David and Charles'
reprint of the First Edition (revised) of the 1-in. Ordnance Survey Map.

Mr. John H. Evans has generously presented to the Society the recent
volumes of Antiquity, History, Geographical Journal, and The Antiquaries
Journal, with a set of Medieval Archceology.

The Society has recommended the exchange of publications with the
Norfolk and Norwich Archmological Society, and has acquired by exchange
the back numbers o f  Norfolk Archceology necessary to complete the run
of volumes. The Society has also taken out a subscription to the Suffolk
Institute of .Archceology, which discontinued the exchange of publications
with our Society in 1959.
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Note. Members who wish to usethe Library areremincled thatthey should show

their Membership Cards to the Museum attendant and sign the Visitors' Book.
For many years the Society's collection of  prehistoric gold armillae

has been held, owing to its value, in safe custody, and members have not
been able to view it. To enable i t  to be exhibited in Maidstone Museum,
Brigadier E. V.  Bowra, 0.B.E., a  long-standing member of  the Society
and of its Council, is most kindly presenting, in  memory of his father, a
suitable case, properly secured, to contain the collection. The Society is
most grateful to Brigadier Bowra for this thoughtful donation.

The painting on board of Roger Twysden, the earliest in the Collection
of Twysden portraits at Bradbourne House, East Mailing, has been cleaned
and restored; the cleaning and restoration of certain other portraits wil l
follow. Members may view this Collection on application to The Secretary,
East Mailing Research Station, East Mailing.

RECORDS PUBLICATION COMMITTEE
The Committee has met on three occasions during the year and has

been deeply concerned not  merely wi th  the immediate publication i n
hand, but the whole future o f  its work. I n  September, i t  considered a
memorandum• on the possibility o f  reconstituting a  semi-independent
subscribing society, but felt that this was hardly an acceptable solution
at the present time, and in December decided to open negotiations with
Phillimore and Co. o f  Chichester who have issued a  scheme for acting
as a central publishing agency for Record Societies and similar bodies.

So far as immediate publication is concerned i t  was found necessary
to defer once again Archbishop Warham,' s Visitation, edited by  Dr.  L .
Wood-Legh of Cambridge, but in the meantime i t  was agreed to ask Mr.
K. W. E. Gravett to prepare a volume, based on the J. Fremlin Streatfield
collection o f  prints and drawings, o f  buildings which have disappeared
or have been radically altered, with suitable introductory text. This, i t  is
anticipated, will be published before the end of 1970 and will form volume 20
of the Kent Records series.

PLACE NAMES COMMITTEE
The one important development of the year has been the start made by

the English Place Names Society on the Kent volume, though a warning
has been given that in view of other commitments and the vast amount
of preparatory work required, no such book is likely to appear in much
less than fifteen years. Nevertheless, i t  is pleasing to know that work has
begun and, following a meeting at the Archives Office with Mr. j .  McNeil
Dodgson and two of his helpers, all the slips and other material collected
by the Archzeological Society over the past forty years have been trans-
ferred to London for their use.

I t  is difficult to see what positive steps the Committee can now take in
this field other than providing some advice and guidance to local societies
wishing for information or seeking to carry out a local project.

C.P.R.K./K.A.S. PRESERVATION OF ANCIENT BUILDINGS
COMMITTEE 1968/69

(1) A t  long last, after a struggle spanning 18 years, there is every hope
that work on the restoration of the thirteenth-century Commandery of
the Hospitallers of St. John at Swingfield will start very shortly. A t  the
very last minute the owners withdrew their objections to  compulsory
purchase, hence no public inquiry became necessary, and the required
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Order has been signed by the Minister. When restored, the building will
be taken into guardianship by the Ministry of Public Building and Works,
and i t  should become a popular tourist attraction. The Joint Committee
can justifiably congratulate itself on the part i t  has played in this long
struggle.

(2) The Kent Building Preservation Trust has nowbeenregistered under
the Industrial and Provident Societies Acts 1965 to 1968, and the first
A.G.M. was held in  Maidstone on 22nd February, 1969. Approximately
£1,000 has been collected to date, and it is hoped that when steps have been
completed to register the Trust as a Charity financial assistance may be
forthcoming from the Pilgrim Trust. Meanwhile consideration is being
given to acquiring a suitable building for restoration.

(3) I n  spite of a Building Preservation Order having been placed on the
Priory Outbuildings, Orpington, leading up to which the Joint Committee
played a prominent part, the London Borough of Bromley is doing nothing
to restore them, and proposes to demolish them. The Greater London
Council, which has an enlightened approach to the preservation of ancient
buildings, appears to be unable to do anything about it, a fact which i t
deplores, as does the Joint Committee.

(4) The old railway bridge a t  Whitstable, nearly the last and very
interesting relic of the old Crab and Winkle Line, has now been demolished.
The bridge was an example of a rapidly disappearing building technique,
being a Skew Bridge which called for great skill on the part of the brick-
layers who constructed it, and as a landmark in railway history i t  had a
strong claim to be preserved, but Southern Region, British Rail, thought
otherwise.

(5) A n  application to demolish Eden House, Mount Sion, Tunbridge
Wells, has again been submitted. This building has interesting historical
connections, and is a good example of the comparatively unusual technique
of mathematical tiling. I t  would also appear to be capable o f  providing
excellent living accommodation, and the Joint Committee has recommended
that the Minister calls in this application for his decision.

(6) The exceedingly interesting Lake House at Eastwell, is the subject
of an illustrated article i n  the 1968 volume o f  Archceologia Oantiana,
written by Mr. E. W. Parkin, a member of the Joint Committee. I t  has
all along been hoped that the owner might he willing to sell i t  to someone
desirous of restoring it, but his reluctance to do so can be understood, in
view of its position inside Eastwell Park where highly successful and inten-
sive farming and forestry operations are in progress. As a result, however,
of a meeting with him he will, i t  is hoped, agree to it being scheduled under
the Ancient Monuments Acts, and to carrying out some restoration work
on it in due course.

(7) Applications for listed building consent, which in the new procedure
under the Town and Country Planning Act 1968, in respect of  proposed
demolition of a building in the Statutory List, are now being referred to
the Joint Committee by  K.C.C., the other addressees being the Ancient
Monuments Society, Council for  Brit ish Archeology, Georgian Group,
Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings, Victorian Society, and the
Royal Commission on Historical Monuments. This is an indication of the
value which the K.C.C. attaches t o  opinions expressed b y  the Jo in t
Committee.

There is no doubt that Part V of the Town and Country Planning Act
1968, which came into force on let January, 1969, and is well explained
on M. o f  H. &  L.G. Circular 61/68, is an admirable piece of  legislation,
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introducing, as i t  does, new provisions for the preservation of buildings
of special architectural or historic interest.
Report on the Sixth Conference of Building Recorders, held in the Museum,
Maidstone, on Saturday, 11th October, 1969.

Since the military have left Dover Castle, it has become more accessible
to archmologists and many important discoveries have been made. The
first speaker, Mr. D. F.  Renn, spoke on the Avranches Traverse and its
place in the history of fortification, giving those present a preview and an
amplification of his forthcoming paper.

Mr. E. W.  Parkin then told of  his discoveries in the two first-floor
halls a t  Eastwell and Palace Street, Canterbury, i n  both o f  which he
found the arrangements for supporting the open fire a t  first-floor level.
The Canterbury house dates from the thirteenth century, with interesting
later alterations. Even at this early date it was arranged end-wise to the street.

Finally, Mr. K .  W.  E. Gravett spoke on post-medieval roof types,
showing a series of isometric views and offering tentative dates. This gave
rise to a lively discussion when much valuable local information emerged.

This conference, under the chairmanship o f  Mr. C. R.  Councer, was
again held on behalf of the C.P.R.K./K.A.S. study group on recording
historic buildings and was attended by some twenty people. Thanks were
returned to the speakers and to Mr. L. R. A. Grove for facilities at the Museum.

The next conference, open to all members interested in old buildings, will be
held in the Museum, Maidstone, on Saturday, 10th October, 1970, at 2.30 p.m.

EXCAVATIONS COMMITTEE
Council for British Archccology, Group 11A

A one-day Conference on 'Archaeology Above Ground' was held at
the Spa Hotel, Tunbridge Wells, on  22nd November, 1969, and was
attended by a very large number of  people from Kent and Surrey and
elsewhere. The Conference was chaired b y  Miss B .  de Cardi, F.S.A.,
Secretary of the Council for British Archceology, and a panel of lecturers
spoke on  the Medway Megaliths, Windmills, Timber Belfries, Castle
Earthworks, Medieval Field Systems, and Storage-Houses and Barns.
The Conference attracted much public support, and was also supported by
the County Archwological Societies of Group 11A.
Excavations in the county

Details of  these will be found under 'Investigations and Excavations
during the year' (pp. 231-47, below).

LOCAL SECRETARIES
The following amendment is recorded:

Tenterden T h i s  area, rendered vacant by  the
death of Major K. H. Northover, has
been taken over b y  Mrs. M .  C .
Lebon, M.A., Local Secretary for the
Cranbrook area.

Hundred of Hoo T h e s e  areas remain vacant.
Mailing

let January, 1970.

By Order of the Council,
G. W. Meates, Lieut.-Colonel,

General Secretary
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