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INVESTIGATIONS AND EXCAVATIONS 
DURING THE YEAR 

I. REPORTS ON EXCAVATIONS SUPPORTED BY THE SOCIETY 

Report by Mr. P. J. Tester, F.SA., on the Society's Fourth and 
Concluding Season of Excavation at Leeds Priory. 

The Society's programme of selective excavation on this site has now 
been completed. Two weeks were spent this year (1976) in an endeavour 
to solve outstanding problems and in August the main trenches were 
back-filled. It is hoped that the Department of the Environment will 
schedule the site as an Ancient Monument and negotiations to this end 
are in progress. 

Our latest discoveries indicate, that the chapter house was of twelfth-
century age and originally had an apsidal east end, which was almost 
entirely destroyed in post-Dissolution adaptation of the building to other 
uses. In the south wall of the south range, a hearth for a medieval wall-
fireplace was uncovered with a brick oven inserted at a later date. Inside 
the refectory entrance there were traces of the stone supports for an 
internal stair. From the area of the kitchen has come pottery indicating 
its continuous use long after the dissolution of the Priory. In the area of 
the church, the foundation of the Norman north aisle has been traced 
buried beneath the floor-level of the later rebuilding and towards the east 
end of the aisle were traces of a stone-lined grave. Recent evidence 
indicates that the rebuilding and extension of the presbytery took place 
after the thirteenth century and not, as formerly suggested, during that 
period. 

A detailed report on the results of the four years' work is in process of 
preparation and will appear in due course in Archaeologia Cantiana. 

Interim Report by Mrs. S. C. Hawkes, MA., F.SA., on the Excavations 
at Eastry. 

The site at Updown, Eastry (N.G.R. TR 311538) is a large cemetery of 
W-E graves, many with penannular ditches around them, on the east 
side of the Roman road from Dover just south of Eastry village. 
Discovered by aerial photography in 1973, it was made public in 
Antiquity, 48 (1974), 213-5, pi. xxvili, and was scheduled by the Dept. 
of the Environment in 1975. The landowners, Major and Mrs. Arthur 
James, of Updown House, fully alert to the existence and importance of 
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the site, realized that a pipe-line pre-arranged to go through in early 
summer 1976 would threaten the cemetery's southern side, and initiated 
a rescue excavation. This, financed by Mrs. James herself, except for 
mechanical help from the Southern Water Board and a grant from the 
Kent Archaeological Society, was carried out in the Easter vacation by 
myself and a volunteer team of undergraduates, postgraduates and dons 
from the universities of Cambridge, Cardiff, London and Oxford, and 
some local helpers. The cemetery was found to extend further to the east 
than showed on the air photograph and thirty-six graves in its south-
eastern corner, judged to be at risk, were excavated. The death of Mrs. 
James on 21st April brought the excavation to an end just short of the 
site's eastern boundary, but only one unfurnished grave was later 
destroyed by the pipe-trench and this was salvaged and planned. In 
general, the graves were large and widely spaced apart because of the 
penannular ditches, 4-5 to 7 m. in diameter, which surrounded so many 
of them. Twelve graves had ditches surviving in whole or part, but the 
shallowness of some suggested that others may have had similar features 
now destroyed by the plough. If these were once covered by barrows, not 
a trace now remains and the ditch silts proved inconclusive. Apart from 
a few marker posts outside their causeways, there were no structural 
features. Similar big clusters of ditch-enclosed graves occur in other 
areas of the cemetery visible in the photograph. In our small sample of 
excavated graves from the edge of the cemetery the burials were pre-
dominantly of men and children, many coffined and well provided with 
grave-goods. The male graves yielded a wheel-turned Frankish pottery 
vessel, a sugar-loaf shield boss, a long and varied series of spears, and a 
fine selection of buckles, mainly bronze with triangular plates, but 
including an iron buckle with cloisonne decorated plate and a Frankish 
belt-suite with inlaid ornament. With the children, mostly girls, were a 
jewelled bronze disc brooch with Style II ornament, a bronze thread-box, 
a silver buckle with garnet studs, silver pin, gold bracteate, gilt coin, and 
beads of amethyst and glass. The air photograph had suggested that this 
was a seventh-century cemetery of considerable importance and 
excavation has now confirmed this impression. The graves explored, all 
of the second half of the seventh century, exhibit signs of wealth and 
foreign influence out of all proportion to their small numbers. Updown 
could well be a cemetery belonging to the royal vill at Eastry. 
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II. REPORTS FROM LOCAL. SECRETARIES AND GROUPS 

Fawkham and Ash Archaeological Group. Mr. R. A. C. Cockett reports: 
Work has continued on five sites during the past two years, whilst in 
April 1976 the Group were able to move to permanent premises at 7 
Over Minnis, New Ash Green. 

ASH 
Excavation has been completed on the Westfield neighbourhood of New 
Ash Green, in advance of building work. A rectangular system of 
ditches, overlying those reported in 1974 at N.G.R. TQ 605649, yielded 
coarse pottery of the early first century A.D. and has proved to extend 
south across the field. Three cremation burials were found in the ditch fill 
at N.G.R. TQ 60666488, one of the vessels used being a 'waster'. Some 
50 m. west, a pottery kiln and an adjacent ditch contained wares of 
probably late-first and early-second century date. 

HARTLEY 

Removal of a tree on the Scotgrove medieval site at N.G.R. TQ 602664 
exposed the stone threshold of an external doorway to the undercroft of 
the hall-house found in 1972; flint and mortar steps were revealed inside. 
Twenty metres to the north, loose flint foundations of a second hall-
house were found overlying the spoil layer from the boundary ditch of 
the settlement. It contained a well-preserved tiled hearth, which included 
nine nibbed tiles in its construction; a total of sixteen nibbed medieval 
tiles has been found on the site since 1972. 

Building work at View Point, Wellfield, N.G.R. TQ 60756840 
revealed a series of pits and ditches containing pottery ranging from A.D. 
150-250. Iron and bronze artefacts and a sestertius of A.D. 161 were 
also obtained and a small oven of tiles was found on top of the ditch fill. 
A pit at the north of the site contained a quantity of first-century A.D. 
pottery. 

LONGFIELD 

Further work at Martin's Quarry, N.G.R. TQ 59456970, using a soil 
resistivity meter and also steel probes, traced a 30-m. extension of the 
Iron Age ditches found in 1974. 

WEST KINGSDOWN 

A farm-house adjoining the line of the new M20 road at N.G.R. TQ 
58516312 was investigated and found to be a Wealden hall-house 
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masked by nineteenth-century walls. Detailed drawings were made of the 
building, which from internal features must date from about 1450 and 
had late sixteenth-century chimneys, cellar and flooring across the hall. 

Kent Defence Research Group Mr. V. T, C. Smith reports: 
The final phase of the excavation of the Milton blockhouse was 
undertaken in the autumn of 1976; its purpose was to recover more 
information about the extent of the building. The Thameside 
Archaeological Group, who excavated the Gravesend Blockhouse on 
behalf of the Kent Defence Research Group, also completed their work 
in 1976. The Gravesend blockhouse, on land occupied by Berni Inns, is 
to remain permanently open to public view. 

The restoration of New Tavern Fort continued through 1976, mainly 
using the services of volunteers from the Gravesham Society and the 
Medway Military Research Group. A display illustrating the 
development of the Thames river defences was mounted in one of the 
magazines and during the summer months was seen by over 1,000 
visitors. Grants for restoration have been awarded by the Historic 
Buildings Council and the Gravesham Borough Council. Further work 
during 1977 will be directed at completing the restoration of one of the 
1905 emplacements, excavated in 1976, the excavation of the front of a 
shielded emplacement of 1868-72, the restoration of the magazines and 
the provision of electric light in them, and other restoration of surface 
works. Certain items have been obtained from Garrison Point Fort at 
Sheerness to assist with this work. As part of the programme for the re-
arming of the fort, His Excellency the Governor and the people of the 
Falkland Islands have kindly made available to the Group for display, a 
breech-loading gun. It is also hoped to obtain another lighter-calibre 
quick-firing gun from a naval source in the United Kingdom. Meanwhile, 
a carriage for one of the smooth-bore cannon already at the fort is 
shortly to be made. 

Research on the Medway and Dover areas is continuing. It is 
understood that Fort Amherst, within the Chatham Lines defences is to 
be restored by the Army and made open to the public, 

Mr. T. D. Crellin reports that work is to commence on the restoration 
of the Grand Shaft on the Western Heights defences. Restoration is to be 
financed by the Department of the Environment and the Dover District 
Council. An offer made by the Dover Archaeological Group to take part 
in the restoration has been accepted by the Dover Council. Mr. D. 
Collyer is surveying the defences on the coastline between Deal and 
Sandwich and Mr. B. Pegden is researching Martello towers and other 
Napoleonic defences. A list, with map references, of all types of 
defensive works built in Kent since the invention of artillery is now well 
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advanced. Its compiler, Mr. D. Bennett, has collected more than 300 
sites, but this number is likely to be at least trebled. 

Though not in Kent, the Group submitted an illustrated report to the 
Thurrock Borough Council in 1975 recommending the restoration of 
Coalhouse Fort at East Tilbury. Preliminary clearance work has already 
been undertaken by the Council. 

London Borough of Bexley. Mr. P. J. Tester, F.S.A., reports: 
The sixteenth-century Payn brass in the old St. Michael's church at East 
Wickham has been carefully removed from its slab, mounted on an oak 
board and transferred to the new church near by. This has been 
necessary due to the fact that the disused church has passed out of the 
ownership of the Church of England and its more important monuments 
and fittings have been removed for safe keeping. Attempts to remove the 
Payn brass on its original stone proved unavailing and the procedure 
eventually adopted seemed the only one possible. The work was most 
skilfully done by our member, Mr. H. A. James, who has been responsible 
for numerous brass restorations in the county. 

Mr. Malcolm Gribble, M.A., has supplied the following notes on behalf 
of Bexley Museum Service: 
1. Barbed and tanged arrowhead in grey flint, length 42 mm. One barb 
broken. Found by Mr. R. Yates in the garden of 72 Dunwich Road, 
Bexleyheath (N.G.R. TQ 486768). Presently on loan to Bexley Museum 
Service. 

The find-spot is on a plateau of eroded Blackheath Gravel, including 
the former Bexley, Lesnes and Northumberland Heaths. Stray finds of 
flints occur in this area from time to time. Others of specifically late date 
are the flint dagger from Eynsford Crescent (N.G.R. TQ 475732, Arch. 
Cant, xlix (1955), 204-5), and a 'fabricator' from Cranleigh Close 
(N.G.R. TQ 49557440). 
2. Large (99 mm.) flake of brown flint with mottled grey patina. Found 
by Mr. R, W. Martyn, on a new allotment at Warwick Road, Sidcup 
(N.G.R. TQ 468712). The site has recently been deeply cultivated for the 
first time. Despite its plain platform with cortex, this appears to be a 
rather crude Levallois flake. We are indebted to Mrs. S. Palmer, of 
Bromley Museum, for both the object and the identification. 

The site is on disturbed Eocene deposits above the Cray valley. We 
have no record of other Palaeolithic finds from such situations. The 
implements described by Chandler (PPSEA, II, pt 1,1915) were found a 
little under 1 km. away, in the valley-bottom. 
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3. Large bronze dirk or small rapier. The length is 320 mm., but the tip 
is missing. Found by Mr, A. Smith in dredgings from the Thames laid 
behind the embankment at Crayford Ness, in connection with bank 
raising operations. Not surprisingly, there is some recent abrasion and 
other damage. The object is now in private hands. 

The hilt-plate is of rounded shape, with two rivet-holes some 8 mm. in 
diameter, one of which has broken away. There are two small notches, 
about 1 mm. deep, just where the handle joins the blade. These can 
hardly have served to hold rivets, as described by Trump in weapons of 
her 'Mortlake Class' (PPS, 28 (1962), 80-102). The blade has a wide flat 
central ridge. 

Maidstone Area Archaeological Group Mr. P. E. Oldham, M.A., 
reports: 
The practical work of the Group covers excavations, field surveys, 
building recording, industrial archaeology and local history. The 
excavations conducted in 1976 were on the site of the Mount Roman 
villa in Maidstone, by Mr. D, B. Kelly, B.A., A.M.A., the moated manor 
house site of Mott Hall, Bearsted, by Mr. P. E. Oldham, M.A., the 
garden of 773 London Road, Larkfield, by Mr. M. A. Ocock; and a 
possible Roman watermill site in Leeds, by Mr. V.J. Newbury. The 
survey of the earthwork in Blaises Wood, Offham has been completed. 

The scope of the building recording section, led by Mr. Ocock, has 
been widened from the parish-by-parish survey of vernacular buildings 
to include work on the architectural development of Bradbourne House, 
East Mailing, and Mitigate Park, Bearsted. The Group has become a 
member of the Vernacular Architecture Group. During extensive 
building works, the medieval building containing the Pilgrims Cleaners in 
High Street, Maidstone, was recorded. The industrial archaeology 
section has been concerned with the recording and preservation of the 
nineteenth-century manufacturing chemist works of Bank Street, 
Maidstone, and has visited Turkey Mill following its closure. The Map of 
Maidstone in 1650, devised by Mr. L.R.A. Grove, B.A., F.S.A., 
F.M.A., and Mr. R. J. Spain, has been printed and is now for sale 
through Group members. 

Rochester, Mr. A. C. Harrison, B.A., F.S.A., reports: 
(a) Corporation Street. The excavations reported last year were 
concluded when two trenches were opened at the southern extremity of 
the site close to the area where George Payne reported the remains of a 
Roman building {Arch. Cant,, xxvii (1905) p. Ixvi). Both proved rather 
tantalisingly disappointing - abundant building debris, including remains 
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of clay walls with plaster keyed onto them by grooves cut into their faces 
(Arch. Cant., Ixxxviii (1973), 6), indicated the proximity of a 
Romano-British building of considerable size. At the southern extremity 
of the more westerly trench, moreover, was one side of an interesting 
medieval structure. A pit some 3 ft. deep and 13 ft. long in its E-W 
dimension had been lined with planks and a row of substantial posts, 
presumably to support a superstructure, had been inserted at intervals of 
2 ft. Later the posts were removed and the pit backfilled with a mass of 
ash and burnt clay, which might possibly represent kiln debris, with a 
few fragments of thirteenth-century shell-gritted pottery. It was not 
possible from the very small portion uncovered to determine the original 
purpose of the building. 

(b) 50-54 High Street. Four trenches were dug with the object of 
completing the excavations begun by Mr. R. E. Chaplin in 1961—2, 
when important Belgic discoveries were made. Unfortunately, all the 
north end of the site had been destroyed by recent building operations 
and the rest greatly disturbed by later cess-pits and cellars. 

(c) Prior's Gate House. In an excavation directed by our member Mr. 
D. Williams in the front garden of the house situated to the south of the 
nave of the Cathedral, it has been possible for the first time to obtain a 
complete section of the bank inside the Roman city wall. A fairly well-
worn coin of Julia Domna supports a date for the wall in the first half of 
the third century as previously suggested. Substantial remains of 
medieval waning were uncovered, the earlier being part of an unidentified 
building of Norman date and the later the east wing of the Bishop's 
Palace, which appears to have been built not earlier than the fifteenth 
century. Among the finds an Anglo-Saxon sceatta is an interesting 
hybrid, having a London type on one side and a Southampton type on 
the other and a piece of stone carved with an abstract interlacing design 
also of Saxon date, could be part of a free-standing cross. 

(d) East Curtain-wall of Castle. Three trenches opened here have 
produced interesting results of both the Roman and the Norman periods. 
A wall built of well coursed flints 2 ft. wide extends for 18 ft. and 
survives to a height of 1 ft, 3 in. This encloses an area of black humus-
rich soil containing late Romano-British pottery and over 200 Roman 
coins from Gallienus to Honorius. One possible explanation of this high 
concentration is that this might have been, or been adjacent to, the site of 
a market, cf. the theatre at Verulamium. A trench cut at right-angles to 
the curtain-wall and extending into one of the 'arches of construction' 
visible there showed that the gravel which originally filled them and still 
survives here to a depth of 2 ft. 3 in. rested upon a surface containing 
very early medieval pottery. It does seem likely, therefore, that the 
suggestion made in Arch, Cant., lxxxiii (1968), 68 is correct, i.e. that the 
gravel was the rampart of Bishop Odo's motte-and-bailey castle, 
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besieged by William Rufus in 1088 and usually, but without much 
evidence, located on Boley Hill, and that the 'arches' resulted when Prior 
John of Hartlip's engineers in 1367 sunk piles through the made soil of 
the rampart to reach solid ground below. 

Sevenoaks Area. Mr. P. E. Leach reports: 
Over the last year the Otford Group, under the direction of Mr. J. A. 
Pyke, has conducted a programme of surveying and excavation of the 
linear earthwork known as Dane's Trench below Polhill, N.G.R. TQ 
50345950. A further survey was undertaken on earthworks between 
Otford and Sevenoaks, N.G.R. TQ 53055840, which are apparently the 
remains of an earth dam to a mill or fish pond of mid-eighteenth century 
date or earlier. 

Further excavations are at present being undertaken by the Group on 
the site of the Middle Bronze Age burial at no. 46 Greenhill Road, 
Otford, N.G.R. TQ 5355600 (Arch. Cant., xci (1975), 185-7). 

The Sevenoaks School Archaeological Group, under the direction of 
Mr. J. A. H. Mowat, has continued work on the abandoned 'Pig and 
Whistle' Cottage at Magpie Bottom, N.G.R. TQ 543609; one room only 
remains to be cleared. Local traditions supported by archives show that 
the Cottage has been known as 'Peep and Whistle'; a report will be 
issued in due course. 

The Wildernesse School Archaeological Group, under the direction of 
Mr. A. F. Tullett, has now largely cleared Seal Churchyard of 
undergrowth and recording of the memorial stones is continuing. 

Mr. Hucker reports that a Roman coin was found in the garden of 
The Old Manse, Eynsford, N.G.R. TQ 542656, in surface scatter. It was 
identified by Dartford Museum as 'Coin probably Antoninus Pius, 
Emperor 138-161 A.D. -just possible his adopted sons Marcus Aurelius 
or Lucius Verus - to 180 A.D. ' 

Thanet Archaeological Unit 
The excavation at the Lord of the Manor, by the Thanet Archaeological 
Unit, began at the end of August 1976. The site (N.G.R. TR 354653), on 
land owned by Mr. D. Steel, lies near to the Lord of the Manor 
crossroads, and aerial photography had shown a complex of large 
barrows, several smaller ones, an Iron Age enclosure and the barrows 
and graves of an Anglo-Saxon cemetery. 

The feature being excavated is a large Early Bronze Age three-ring 
ditched barrow, with an approximate diameter of the outer ditch of 30 m. 
The three ring ditches represent three separate phases, at fairly narrow 
intervals. 
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Phase I: A primary grave containing the crouched burials of a man 
and a woman. No grave goods; one worn sherd of rusticated pottery in 
the filling of the grave may give a terminus ante quern. This burial was 
then sealed by the first inner ring-ditch. Phase 2: Re-use of the site is 
represented by a second ring-ditch enclosing the first one, with an eastern 
causeway. Six secondary burials, consisting of five inhumations and a 
cremation in a cord-decorated pot, accompanied by a barbed-and-tanged 
arrowhead, lay within. Again, the crouched inhumations had no grave 
goods. At the close of this phase, the barrow was sealed by the cutting of 
a shallow ditch across the causeway. Phase 3: The final outer ditch was 
wider and deeper than the others, the upcast from its cutting being used 
to fill-in the earlier ditches. This ditch remained open and its upper levels 
contained a series of Early Iron Pottery (c. 300-200 B.C.) and first-
century A.D. Romano-British pottery. The lack of grave goods has not 
helped to establish a chronological sequence, but a bracket of 
2000-1800 B.C., possibly later, is tentatively suggested. An 
archaeomagnetic survey of the primary ditch silting may provide further 
evidence. 

Tunbridge Wells Group. Mr. D, C. Tullett reports: 
During the summer of 1976, a few members carried out an exploratory 
excavation on the site of the Vauxhall Iron Furnace at Southborough. 
Probing had indicated a probable structure in the area assumed to be 
that of the tail-race of the water-wheel and subsequent work established 
this. A substantial piece of cast iron was also located; this was flat and 
irregular, suggesting waste iron dropped whilst molten. 

With the help of the Wealden Iron Research Group, two trenches 
were dug in the tail-race depression aimed at locating the position of the 
water-wheel bearings. One of these trenches exposed only a timber 
baulk, but the other produced much stonework and furnace lining, which 
suggests that the furnace had been demolished and the rubble used as 
back-filling of the tail-race. 

It is hoped to continue the investigation as it is felt that there may be 
substantial remains of the working site to be found. 
CORRIGENDA 

With reference to the article entitled The Cathedral Priory of St. 
Andrew, Rochester in Volume xci, the following corrections should be 
made: (I) page 47, footnote 1, delete reference to extension of Priory 
property in 1225; (2) page 48,11. 36-38, delete reference to city wall; (3) 
page 54 1. 32, for 'keep' read 'curtain-wall'; (4) page 54 1. 42, read 'was 
besieged in Rochester Castle'; (5) page 55 1. 5, for '1216' read '1215'; 
(6) page 59 1. 29, for 'regular' read 'secular' (Ed.) 
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