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RESEARCHES and DISCOVERIES IN KENT

ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTES FROM THE KENT
COUNTY MUSEUM SERVICE
BILSINGTON

Roman pottery has been picked up from the surface of two fields on
Oxpound Farm. The redness and textures of many of the coarse ware
sherds, plus quantities of burnt daub, suggest kiln sites. No sherds
with distinct waster attributes were found, however, and all the
sherds are small. Medieval sherds were also collected from the same
fields. Details are as follows:
Approx. N. G.R. TR 035319: About 15 grey ware sherds, mostly
fine thin wares, one with a distinctive lattice pattern incised on the
exterior; one sherd of samian ware; one flagon rim sherd in hard
sandy buff ware with pink core; two sherds about 1 cm. thick in buff
sandy wares; about 140 sherds of coarse wares, many bright orange or
pink in colour. Rim fragments suggest that the sherds come from
round shouldered jars with beaded or everted rims, and two types of
decoration appear: groups o f parallel incised lines, and a broad
shallow groove (or two grooves) around the shoulder. One sherd with
the latter decoration is also burnished on the exterior of the shoulder.
N. G.R. TR 037321: A similar but smaller assemblage to the above,
with fewer grey ware sherds present, and no coarse ware sherds
decorated with the parallel incised lines.

BURMARSH

A medieval stirrup (Fig. 1) found in Rushy Field (approx. N.G.R.
TR 087312) was brought in for identification. It is made from copper
gilt, and in its original state it probably had a strengthening bar under
the foot-rest and coloured enamel in the decorative roundels. Its
original shape was almost triangular, c. 14 cm. high and 9 cm. wide.
The top end is squared and provided with a slit about 2.5 cm. wide
and a round hole 6 mm. in diameter for suspension. The decoration
consists of five slightly raised roundels, two on each side and one at
the top, with finely incised panels between them. The top roundel has
a rampant beast, probably a lion, and the lower roundel on each side
bears the same image, although on one side it is in reverse, so that
both creatures face to the front of the stirrup. Of the upper roundels,
one bears three lozenges, the other three vertical bands, with three
birds on a diagonal band across them. The incised decoration on the
sides consists of pairs of pointed half-leaves, points uppermost except
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Fig.l. 1. Burmarsh: Fourteenth-century stirrup (Scale: i). 2. Dymchurch: Handle of
early to mid-sixteenth-century quillon dagger (Scale: i). 3. New Romney: Medieval
bronze sword scabbard chape (Scale: I). 4. Newchurch: Medieval iron flesh hook
(Scale: 4). 5. Trottiscliffe: Clay objects (Scale: :1)

on one panel, with deeper triangular incisions above the top panels.
Below the foot-rest and extending from its front, two flaps of metal
are each decorated with two triangular leaves, each leaf on a curling
stem.
This stirrup is clearly a piece o f skilled workmanship and its
original appearance would have been highly decorative. Published
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parallels cannot be found, b u t further research o n the heraldic
emblems suggests a date in the second quarter or middle o f the
fourteenth century; the three-lozenge device is the arms o f the
Barons Montacute o r Montagu, Earls o f Salisbury, described as
argent, three lozenges in fess gules. The arms on the opposite side of
the stirrup to this are those of the Barons Grandison, described as
paly argent and azure with bend gules charged with three eagles
displayed. Burke's Dormant and Extinct Peerages (1883) states that
these two families were joined in the marriage of Katherine, daughter
of William, first Baron Grandison (died c. 1330), to William, first
Earl of Salisbury, who died in 1343. The most prominent emblem on
the stirrup, the rampant lion, appears in various colour combinations
on the arms of numerous families. I think that in this case it must be
the arms of Fitzalan, Earls of Arundel, described as azure, a lion
rampant within a bordure, or. This is because Sibil, a daughter of the
first Earl of Salisbury, married Sir Edmund Fitzalan, younger son of
the eighth Earl of Arundel. No dates of birth or death are given for
Sibil or Sir Edmund, but the latter's elder brother was born in 1306,
giving a wedding date no earlier than the late 1320s.
The allusions t o Sibil's parents' arms suggest that this stirrup
(perhaps as part of a complete saddle) was made specially for Sibil
after her marriage. The length of the foot rest (c. 7 cm.) and delicacy
of the stirrup also suggest that it was made for a lady's use.
Seven sherds of medieval pottery dug up in the garden of Orgarswick Farm (approx. N . G . R . T R 090309) were brought i n f o r
identification. Six sherds are of shell-tempered coarse fabric, very
probably from fourteenth-century cooking-pots, and the seventh
sherd is of a slightly later pinkish sandy fabric. The sherds are large
and in good condition, suggesting that they come from a rubbish pit
rather than a field-manuring scatter.

CHEVENING

Sherds of Romano-British pottery returned from Bromley Museum
to Sevenoaks Museum have completed a late first—early secondcentury cremation burial group found at the top of the quarry face at
Cold Arbour Wood, Chevening, in 1932 (mentioned briefly in Arch.
Cant., xlv (1933), p. xlii) and recorded by Dr. Gordon Ward, M.D.,
F. S. A .
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CRANBROOK

A fifteenth-century wooden king-post measuring 2.15 m. in length
'from a house at Cranbrook' has been given to the Kent County
Museum Service b y Hastings Museum and A r t Gallery. I t was
purchased by Hastings Museum in 1931 from Messrs. Vidler Bros.

DYMCHURCH

An incomplete quillon dagger of early or mid-sixteenth-century date
found at Uplands (approx. N.G.R. T R 098298) was brought in for
identification. T h e i r o n blade, which i s single-edged, measures
13 cm. long without the missing tip, which would probably have
added 2-3 cm. t o the length. One side of the copper alloy guard
(Fig. 2) is decorated with vertical incisions, and the terminals carry
an indented ring and cross. O n the other side o f the guard is a
fan-shaped peg intended to protect the user's hand. Dr Sarah Bevan,
of the Royal Armouries, has supplied the following information. 'My
impression from illustrations . . . is that this was as much a civilian
dagger as a military type. . . The peg was to help protect the user's
hand from the cut of an opponent's blade, when the dagger was used
in conjunction with a sword in a two-weapon fight.' The dagger has
been returned to the finder.
EASTRY

Grave goods from the Anglo-Saxon burial found at Eastry House in
1970 (described by Sonia Hawkes in Anglo-Saxon Studies, B.A.R.72,
vol. I , 1979, 81-113) are now held at the Kent County Museum
Service. They comprise 29 glass beads, an iron knife, a copper alloy
mount, part o f a copper alloy brooch hinge and a copper alloy
pin-head with blue glass inset. The gilt bronze brooch which was the
outstanding feature o f this grave is already on display at Deal
Archaeological Collection, Deal Library.
NEW ROMNEY

A medieval sword scabbard chape found by a metal detector at
approximately N.G.R. TR 057252 was brought in for identification.
The chape, (Fig. 1, 3) which measures 4 cm. long and 3.8 cm. at its
widest, is made of heavy bronze and was fixed to the scabbard by iron
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rivets, one of which remains in place. Dr Sarah Bevan, of the Royal
Armouries, has tentatively dated the chape to between about 1250
and 1350, and commented that chapes are usually made of sheet
metal folded and soldered. The triangular holes and slot in either side
of the chape appear to have been cut out of the metal.
NEWCHURCH

A medieval flesh hook, picked up from a ploughed field at N.G.R.
TR 061322, was brought in for identification. The socketed hook, 21
cm. long, has three curled prongs at its tip at right angles to the shaft
(Fig. 1, 4). A pin, for holding the socket on to a wooden handle, is
still in place near the base of the socket which is 2.5 cm. in diameter.
According to the London Museum Medieval Catalogue, flesh hooks
were kept near the domestic hearth to pull cooked meat out of the
cooking-pot or cauldron.
NORTHFLEET

A Roman bronze coin dug up in the garden o f 15 Tooley Street
(approx. N.G.R. TQ 626737) was brought in for identification. I t is
an AE3 of Valentinian I A.D. 364-375), showing on the reverse the
Emperor holding a labarum and dragging a captive, and is in good
condition.
Mesolithic flintwork and a Roman tegula fragment discovered
during the construction of the Northfleet southern by-pass in 1987
have been transferred to the Kent County Museum Service. The finds
were published by D. Garrod in K.A.R. 92 (1988), 36-8.
SOUTHFLEET

A large quantity of Roman coarse pottery, iron, stone, bone and
daub excavated from Springhead between about 1960 and 1984 has
been transferred to the Kent County Museum Service from the Kent
Archaeological Rescue Unit. A basic index o f the material (162
boxes) is being prepared.
TROTTISCLIFFE

Two companion pieces to the baked clay disc, found near Trottiscliffe
Court Farm and published in Arch. Cant., cvi (1988), 214-5, have
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been collected from the same spot and given to the County Museum
Service. Both are shaped from parts o f discs, but appear to be
complete objects in themselves (see Fig. 1, 5). One, which is 10.2 cm.
in length and 9.5 cm. wide, is formed, apparently cut, from about
one-third of a disc, the curved edge being rounded and not square as
on the previously published object. Nevertheless, this does have on
one side two small holes 2 cm. apart similar to the first disc. The other
piece, 12.3 cm. long, which has a badly cracked surface, is formed
from a narrow segment and has a squared outer edge. Both show
polished areas of wear with distinct lines of rubbing.
A reference to a similar disc of brown stone found near Hayes
Parish Church appears in K.A.R. 56 (1979), 145, The proximity of
this and the Trottiscliffe objects t o medieval church sites might
possibly be relevant to their use.
J. VA L E
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