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INTERIM REPORT ON WORK CARRIED OUT IN 
1990 BY THE CANTERBURY 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRUST 

1. St. Gregory's Priory 
A second phase of excavations at St. Gregory's Priory (nos. 90-91 
Northgate) took place between July and December 1989. By 
December finance to continue the excavation was exhausted and 
since then work has been intermittent and mainly undertaken at 
weekends. 

This second-phase operation, still in progress, has seen the expo-
sure of archaeological levels preceding the construction of the 
twelfth-century aisled nave and claustral establishment for Augusti-
nian canons regular described in last year's interim.1 Of particular 
importance was the exposure of a near-complete ground plan for the 
original Lanfranc foundation of c. 1085-7. A sampling of earlier 
stratified deposits, including some features of Anglo-Saxon and 
Roman date, has also been undertaken. Further work on the 
Lanfranc church and the earlier sequence of archaeological deposits 
on this site will continue until the postponed large-scale development 
(including basement car park) commences in 1991. 

The Lanfranc church was found to have survived at foundation 
level and a near-complete ground plan of this early structure was 
revealed (Fig. 1). The church had apparently incorporated a number 
of additions in its short life before its destruction, perhaps by fire, in 
the first half of the twelfth century and subsequent rebuilding on a 
massive scale. 

In its final form the Lanfranc church consisted of a single rectangu-
lar nave with central square tower and chancel. North and south 
transepts joined the nave west of the tower and each transept had a 
small eastward projecting two-cell chapel. 

The nave and tower walls were constructed with massive founda-
tions up to 1.60 m. thick, consisting of rammed gravel set in clay. 

1 Arch. Cant., cvii (1989), 309-14. 
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Above sub-foundation level the walls were taken up to offset level in 
water-rounded flint cobbles and irregular-shaped flints, bonded with 
a pale buff mortar. Internal and external corners, where they 
survived, were provided with quoins of roughly-squared sandstone 
blocks. No wall superstructure survived above offset level. 

At a later stage a south transept was added. The foundations of the 
west wall could clearly be seen to abut the south wall of the nave 
foundation. The south and east wall foundations of the transept only 
survived to a minimal extent in its south-east corner, below later 
work (the north-east corner of the late fifteenth-century tower). The 
foundations of this structure were quite different from those of the 
nave and tower, consisting of rammed irregular lenses of small flint, 
crushed chalk with mortar and gravel set in orange mid-brown clay. 

Adjoining the south transept to the east was a small side chapel. 
Originally identified as a separate Anglo-Saxon church, this two-cell 
structure was of a completely different build being constructed of 
neatly-faced, squared Caen-stone and sandstone blocks, roughly-
faced flints and occasional blocks of Quarr stone set on a sub-
foundation of rammed gravel. To the north of the church, a 
complementary transept and side chapel were uncovered although in 
a badly mutilated state. The northern chapel was unfortunately 
almost entirely destroyed in 1958 when the General Post Office 
buildings were constructed. 

The chancel was of similar build to the east chapel being largely 
constructed of neatly-faced, squared Caen-stone blocks (and some 
Quarr) with an irregular flint core, bonded with a pale buff mortar 
and resting on a rammed gravel and clay foundation. A doorway 
survived in the south wall of the chancel; this was partially robbed, 
presumably during the removal of a threshold stone. The remains of a 
thin mortar floor survived on either side of the threshold matching a 
more substantial mortar surface on a bed of gravel and mortar 
outside the church. The internal faces of the south and east chancel 
walls bore traces of original wall plaster and there was similar 
rendering on the external face of the wall close to the doorway. It is, 
therefore, possible that a separate (perhaps timber) structure, inter-
nally floored, was built against the south wall of the chancel. 

Fragmentary traces of flooring survived within the Lanfranc 
church. Two phases of flooring were excavated within the nave, the 
first consisting solely of a thin layer of mortar with a distinct 
'polished' surface. An identical type of flooring was also uncovered 
within the nave of the south chapel. During this phase, there may 
have been a screen or step at the east end of the main nave. This was 
indicated by the remains of a narrow wall, constructed of sandstone 
and flint bonded by an off-white mortar. The supporting wall 
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Fig. 1. St. Gregory's Priory: Plan of the primary Norman church and side chapels. 

survived to the south but was apparently robbed to the north, the 
mortar floor passing in between and running up towards the east wall. 
Here, there would presumably have been a step up to pass into the 
tower, where further traces of clay flooring were uncovered, together 
with a robbed, but contemporary foundation for an internal fixture 
located against the centre of the east wall. The nave had been 

197 



1990 INTERIM REPORT 

subsequently refloored and the supporting wall covered over, first 
with a number of loose mortar, earth, clay and gravel bedding layers, 
and then with a capping of mortar floor with a crushed tile surface. 
This surface was found only in a very small area at the east end of the 
nave, but identical flooring was again uncovered in the south chapel. 
Here, the floor had subsided into an earlier pre-Norman feature and 
was capped by a sequence of gravel and clay patchings applied to 
level up the surface. The south transept also contained remnants of a 
single-phase clay floor. 

Within the chancel no evidence of an original floor remained. 
Above a fairly compact mortar construction horizon there was an 
earth layer containing rubble and tile debris, perhaps indicating that a 
raised floor had been removed when the priory was rebuilt. However, 
the plaster on the internal walls suggests that the original floor level 
was at least 10 cm. lower than that in the nave and tower area. 

The latest floor in the nave, south transept and south chapel all 
bore traces of fire, often in association with a sealing lens of carbon. 
In places the clay floors had been fired to a cherry-red colour and 
remnants of mortar floor had turned pink due to intense heat. As well 
as general spreads of charcoal covering the floor surfaces there were 
small areas of semi-vitrified glass and occasional pools of molten 
copper alloy and lead amongst concentrations of charcoal. A number 
of stones incorporated in the faces of the southern nave wall and the 
west wall of the south transept had also been fire-reddened. 

A number of burials may have been associated with the early 
church. Two burials cut by the choir arcade foundations of the 
twelfth-century church possibly date from the earlier phase. A large 
number of burials were uncovered within the early church, but the 
majority of these probably relate to the later aisled nave. However, it 
seems quite possible that burials within Lanfranc's chancel belong to 
this phase. Of the other burials most of those within the western half 
of Lanfranc's nave had been cut through the burning deposits and 
therefore post-date this phase; the remaining burials cannot be dated 
with any certainty. 

At the time of writing the development of the early church has yet 
to be resolved. The early levels have been badly mutilated by later 
work and many of the vital connecting links between phases of 
construction have been obliterated or removed by disturbances and 
later walls. Two interpretations for the development of the early 
church up to its destruction are considered possible at this time 
(Fig. 2). 

One interpretation is that the earliest building comprised nave and 
tower. Transepts were then added, with perhaps side chapels and 
chancel constructed at a slightly later date. 
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Fig. 2. St. Gregory's Priory: Phased interpretative plans for the primary Norman 
church. 
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The second interpretation, suggested by Tim Tatton-Brown, is that 
the original arrangement established by Lanfranc may have taken the 
form of three individual and independent two-celled buildings. The 
central and largest building (the church) was perhaps flanked on 
either side by smaller contemporary chapels, with the west wall of all 
three structures terminating on the same north-south line. The 
second phase of construction saw the building of more massive nave 
and tower foundations, with the removal of the nave of the early 
church, west of the chancel arch. Transepts were then added linking 
the side chapels to the main body of the church. 

A documentary history of St. Gregory's Priory appeared in last 
year's interim2 and further elaboration is not needed here. Two 
documentary aspects, however, need further discussion. The 'Easter 
Table' Chronicle (a late addition to the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle) 
states that Archbishop Lanfranc had the body of St. Eadburg 
(Ethelberga) translated from Lyminge to St. Gregory's in 1085. 
Other sources, including the foundation charter of c. 1087, say 
St. Mildred's body was also translated here at the same time.3 An 
attractive interpretation is that the north and south side chapels, 
whether primary or secondary in the development sequence, may 
have been constructed to house the remains of the saints. The main 
chancel presumably contained the altar dedicated to St. Gregory. No 
contemporary burials were located in the south chapel or transept so, 
if this was the case, then the relics would have been housed in some 
form of funerary monument above ground. It must also be stated that 
no masonry foundation, perhaps associated with such a monument, 
was located in the chapel. The evidence must, therefore, remain 
equivocal. 

The deposits of ash, carbon and burnt residues associated with the 
final floor levels of the church, south transept and chapel appear to 
indicate that the establishment was destroyed or badly damaged by 
fire shortly before it was taken down. Gervase, a Canterbury 
Cathedral monk, records that on the 2nd July, 1145, St. Gregory's 
Church was burnt down. It is tempting to connect the archaeological 
evidence with this documentary reference and further to connect the 
rebuilding of the priory church and formation of a new claustral plan 
of buildings with the archbishop of the time, Theobald (1139-61), 
who was considered to be a special patron of the priory. Equal 

-Ibid., 314-27. 
1 The monks at St. Augustine's Abbey disputed ownership of Mildred's remains. 

They believed she was in their church. D.W. Rollason, The Mildrith Legend (1982), 
21-25. 
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weight, however, must be given to the argument that the claustral 
buildings and new church may have been constructed somewhat 
earlier, perhaps in the mid 1120s, by which time St. Gregory's Priory 
was properly a house of Augustinian canons regular. 

Intermittent work continues on these important early levels and it 
is hoped that sufficient details will be uncovered over the coming 
months to resolve some of the problems outlined above. 

Further investigation of the pre-monastic story of the site has also 
occurred in recent months. A number of mid- to late Anglo-Saxon 
features have been excavated. These include three wells, all contai-
ning timber lining; one with two phases of wicker lining, a second 
with planked lining and the third with overlapping planks attached to 
substantial corner posts. Three large ditches, perhaps property 
boundries were excavated in the central area and the north-east 
corner of the site. All three ditches yielded pottery of Anglo-Saxon 
date. 

Of earlier activity, there is only limited information. A number of 
small gullies and pits, cutting the natural brickearth in the extreme 
south-west corner of the site, are probably of Roman date; elsewhere 
quantities of residual Roman pottery and finds may attest more 
widespread activity. Residual Late Iron Age ('Belgic') pottery is also 
present in some quantity and two scatters of prehistoric worked flints 
may indicate an even earlier phase of activity on the St. Gregory's 
site. 

At the time of writing the site still remains undeveloped and the 
Trust is continuing in its attempts to find financial assistance to 
complete the excavations. Meanwhile, work continues with volun-
teers at weekends. 

Following the completion of our main work in December 1989 an 
archive of the materials generated by the excavation has been in 
preparation, a task which will be completed by June 1991. The 
excavations at St. Gregory's Priory were funded by the developers, 
Townscape Homes, English Heritage, the Kent Archaeological 
Society, the Friends of the Canterbury Archaeological Trust and by 
public appeal. We would like to take this opportunity to thank all 
those who gave so generously of their time and money to assist with 
the work. 

A. HICKS and M. HICKS 

2. No. 30 North Lane (Fig. 3) 
In August 1989 the Canterbury Archaeological Trust carried out 
evaluation work on the site of a cottage, no. 30 North Lane. This and 
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two other cottages (nos. 28-29) were demolished after the Second 
World War. The land was formerly owned by the East Kent Bus 
Company, and the greater part is now occupied by their disused 
workshops. A previous watching recording brief was undertaken 
during an episode of redevelopment at nos. 16-21 North Lane in 
1977. At least two medieval properties fronting onto North Lane 
and inhumation burials of perhaps Roman date (under the buildings) 
and a Roman kiln in the rear site area were recorded at this time. The 
purpose of the 1989 evaluation at no. 30 North Lane was to ascertain 
the nature and extent of surviving archaeological deposits to 
determine an appropriate archaeological response in advance of 
redevelopment. 

The evaluation operation took the form of a single machine-cut 
trench 2 x 23 m., which extended from the North Lane frontage into 
the rear site area. Only overburden and late garden soils were 
removed mechanically. The remaining archaeological sequence was 
tested by hand. 

Recent undergrowth, rubble and demolition debris sealed a rela-
tively intact sequence of cottage foundations against the site frontage. 
These foundations were exposed and cleaned, but were not totally 
excavated. Our intention here was to prove the existence of a 
sequence of buildings in this position without disturbing the greater 
part of the surviving archaeology. The area at the rear of the building 
was excavated to a depth of approximately 2.50 m., in places to the 
level of natural gravel. 

The earliest feature recorded during the evaluation was located at 
the level of natural gravel, 2.40 m. below the existing ground surface. 
This feature (87), possibly a pit, 0.42 m. deep, was cut below the level 
of the water-table and contained a fill of glutinous grey silty clay with 
flint and gravel inclusions yielding sherds of 'Belgic' pottery. At the 
base of the pit was the articulated skeleton of an adult male aged 
approximately 30 years. On analysis the skeleton bore traces of 
osteoarthritis in the shoulder region. 

Sealing this early feature and capping natural deposits of gravel 
and sand was a 40-50 cm. thick deposit of clean orange brickearth 
(86). Cut from the surface of this deposit was a grave yielding 
third-century A.D. pottery and the remains of an adult male aged 
approximately 35 years. Also cut from the same horizon was a 
cremation burial (83), which comprised a late second- to third-
century native coarse ware jar containing ashes and a small 

4 P. Bennett, 'Excavations at 16-21 North Lane, Canterbury', Arch. Cant., 
xciv(1978), 165-91. 
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'Upchurch-type' poppy-head beaker. The cremation was capped by a 
fragment of tegula and a sherd of amphora. Associated with the 
cremation was a small fragment of burnt worked bone. Both burials 
were sealed by a deposit of mottled orange clay (51), 0.40 m. thick, 
which extended across the entire excavated area and appeared to 
have been deliberately laid to cap the earlier horizon. Few finds were 
recovered from the deposit, but a worn follis of Constantine I 
(A.D. 330-31), found within the matrix of the layer, appears to date 
its deposition to the mid fourth century or later. 

Overlying the Roman levels was a thick deposit of garden loam 
(55) yielding a mixture of thirteenth- to fifteenth-century pottery. 
Possibly associated with the formation of the early medieval 'garden' 
loams were traces of an early timber-framed road frontage building. 
The earliest structure may have been of single-bay depth with an 
outshot to the rear. The road frontage room was floored in clay of 
two phases (5, 9) with the remains of at least two phases of central 
hearth constructed of peg-tiles set on edge in a bed of clay (10, 11). 
The rear wall of the room (and possibly the building) was of chalk 
lumps and flint, bonded with a pale yellow sandy mortar (12). This 
insubstantial masonry foundation was probably for a dwarf wall 
supporting the timber frame of the building. A possible outshot was 
constructed at a later date to the rear of this wall. The outshot was 
also clay-floored (16) and a dwarf wall of mortared chalk (13) defined 
the new rear wall of the property. The road frontage room, with 
central hearth, may have been the hall of a small Wealden-type 
structure set long axis onto the street. Although little dating evidence 
was recovered from associated deposits the structure may date from 
the later fourteenth century. Later fifteenth-century pottery was 
recovered from loam deposits abutting the rear of the outshot, and it 
is considered likely that the outshot was added sometime in the 
fifteenth century. 

Possibly associated with the road frontage building was a rammed 
chalk floor (26) located at the centre and rear of the evaluation 
trench. Vestigial traces of a possible dwarf wall survived at the 
western edge of the chalk expanse, aligned parallel to the frontage 
building. Traces of chalk floor extended almost to the line of the 
outshot rear wall, where later disturbances had cut away any possible 
link between the buildings. The chalk-floored structure may have 
been a service wing added to the complex sometime after the 
construction of the outshot. 

The early sequence of floors in the road frontage hall was sealed by 
a brick floor (3) possibly laid in the seventeenth century. The 
foundation of a contemporary fireplace base, located against the rear 
wall of the hall, suggests that reflooring and insertion of a new 
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fireplace (with stack) relates to a flooring-over of the hall at that time. 
The clay floor of the possible outshot was provided with a new sprung 
floor resting on brick walls (17,19). This was eventually removed and 
replaced by a brick floor (18, 14) laid in the nineteenth century. The 
rammed chalk floor of the possible cross-wing to the rear of the 
property was cut by a considerable number of rubbish pits and a 
nineteenth-century well. The earliest of the pits yielded pottery of the 
late seventeenth century, and it seems likely that the cross-wing had 
been taken down before this date. Brick walls (22, 23) for a late 
extension to the property were exposed during the course of the 
evaluation. The extension, together with the road frontage cottages, 
is shown on the first edition Ordnance Survey for 1874 and subse-
quent surveys up to the Second World War. 

The sequence of archaeological deposits revealed during the 
evaluation indicated that this road frontage site has considerable 
potential. If the earliest burial found cutting natural gravel and sand 
can be proved to be of Late Iron Age date, then continuity of the use 
of this area for burial from pre-conquest to late Roman times, may be 
indicated. Occupation of the road frontage by a medieval hall-house 
with outshot and early cross-wing also appears to be indicated. If 
redevelopment of this vacant plot is to take place in the future, more 
detailed and larger-scale excavations should take place. 

P. BENNETT and G. LEGGATT 

3. Station Road East 
A second developer-funded excavation was undertaken at Station 
Road East during December 1989 and January 1990. The first 
excavation5 yielded important information for a possible outer bailey 
to the Norman motte and bailey castle at Canterbury. 

This second operation, funded by Sloggetts Builders, saw the 
clearance of a large area west of a putative outer bailey ditch between 
the present bridge linking Canterbury East station to the Dane John 
Gardens and the Wincheap roundabout. Evaluation trenching in this 
area in 19876 indicated the presence of numerous features of Roman, 
medieval and post-medieval date and it was hoped that burials, 
associated with a Roman cemetery flanking the south-east side of the 
Roman road outside Roman Worthgate, might be located. 

In the event, although no intact Roman inhumation or cremation 
burials were discovered, substantial quantities of residual human 

s Arch. Cant., cvii (1989), 295-9. 
6 Arch. Cant., civ (1987), 317. 
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bone were recovered during the excavation of numerous medieval 
and post-medieval features. The residual human bones, together with 
even larger quantities of Roman pottery and a small corpus of Roman 
metal finds all from later features, strongly suggested that the eastern 
end of the Station Road East site once formed part of an extensive 
Roman inhumation cemetery. 

A small number of pits, most infilled with discoloured natural 
brickearth, appeared to be of Roman date. Some of these yielded 
domestic debris (animal bones and oyster shells) in association with 
second-century A.D. pottery. It is tempting to propose that the area 
south-east of the Roman street may have been a focus of domestic 
occupation at a time when Canterbury was not provided with defences 
and settlement may have extended well beyond the civic centre. 

The fragmentary nature of the Roman levels was a result of 
sustained quarrying activity for brickearth spanning a considerable 
period. A large number of intercutting quarry-pits were emptied, 
sample-excavated, or defined as soil-stains by surface cleaning. Much 
of the central area of the site (west of the road bridge) appeared to be 
disturbed by two or perhaps three very large quarries of late medieval 
and post-medieval date. An investigative trench cut on an east-west 
axis across the disturbed area indicated the presence of at least two 
quarries, the easternmost cutting the western. Excavation ceased for 
safety reasons at a depth of 2 m. below the existing surface without 
locating the base of either quarry. 

To the south of these large quarries was an intercutting sequence of 
smaller quarry-pits dating from the twelfth to the late fourteenth 
century. The earliest features were clustered against the western 
boundary of the site. The latest pits of the complex were largely sited 
against or cut by the large clay quarries. The pit distribution and the 
sequence of their cutting appeared to indicate that quarrying may 
have commenced in the twelfth century at the southern boundary of 
the site. A progressive movement of quarrying activity to the east 
over a substantial period of time seems to have then occurred. 

It can, therefore, be postulated that the construction of the outer 
ditch of the motte and bailey castle may have exposed deposits of 
good-quality brickearth. The earliest attempts to exploit this resource 
perhaps occurred soon after the defences had been established, with 
clay-digging occurring well to the south of the enceinte close to the 
line of the Wincheap road. When these areas were exhausted 
quarrying seems to have advanced eastward in stages to just short of 
the line of the defensive ditch. By the late medieval period the ditch 
had been mostly infilled and had become a 'hollow way' leading to 
the principal buildings of the Dane John Manor. 

P. BENNETT 
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4. St. Peter's Methodist School (Fig. 4) 
An archaeological evaluation of the site of a proposed extension to 
the St. Peter's Methodist School was carried out by the Trust during 
January and February 1990. This work was undertaken on behalf of 
and funded by Kent County Council. 

The site, at present occupied by the school playing field and several 
mobile classrooms, originally formed part of the Greyfriars precinct, 
established in 1224 and surrendered to the Crown in 1538. The Great 
Stour formed the south-eastern boundary of the precinct, with a 
tributary of the Stour separating the principal buildings of the estab-
lishment from open ground to the south-east, which possibly contains 
the Friar's cemetery. A north-western dyke separated the buildings of 
the Greyfriars from an area probably set aside for gardens and orchard. 
This was also surrounded by a leat whose north-eastern boundary is 
now defined by the line of Black Griffin Lane. The present school 
buildings and playing field lie at the northern end of the central 
enclosure (containing the conventual buildings), north-west of Grey-
friars Passage and close to the intersecting leat for the north-western 
enclosure. In the mid seventeenth century the present school playing 
field formed part of a landscaped garden, shown on a coloured map of 
Canterbury dated c. 1640 (C.A.L.C. Map 123), at a time when some of 
the conventual buildings had been converted into a substantial dwelling. 
W. and H. Doidge's plan of the city of Canterbury for 1752 shows the 
area as garden and orchards at that time, as does the first edition 
Ordnance Survey for 1874. St. Peter's Methodist Church was built east 
of Greyfriars Passage and immediately north of the intermediate 
enclosure in 1811. The school was estabished at the southern end of the 
church in the 1870s and subsequently expanded into the northern part of 
the central enclosure. The conventual buildings of Greyfriars now lie 
beneath waste ground at the southern boundary of school land and a 
garden in the ownership of Canterbury City Council to the south of that 
boundary. 

Six evaluation trenches were cut. Trenches I-V (each 4 x 2 m.) 
were positioned around the edges of the proposed building. Trench I 
was on its northern edge, straddling the dyke west of Greyfriars 
Passage. Trenches II and III were on the western edge of the 
proposed building. Trenches IV and V were cut close to the west and 
south edges of the proposed building. Trench VI (14 x 1 m.) was to 
the south of this area, positioned to evaluate a proposed tarmac area 
for car parking and playground. A final exploratory trench was 
opened in the north-eastern corner of the school grounds adjacent to 
Greyfriars Passage, to examine a bridge spanning the northern dyke 
under Greyfriars Passage. 
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Fig. 4. St. Peter's Methodist School: Plan of trenches, based on 1874 first edition 
Ordnance Survey. 
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Trench I was cut to a maximum depth of 2. 50 m. below the present 
ground surface and situated immediately south of the boundary wall 
separating school land from the garden of Cogan House. It proved to 
be entirely within the fill of the northern dyke. No trace of the 
southern edge of the primary dyke was discerned. The northern edge 
of the dyke had been completely obscured by the footings of the 
boundary wall. The lowest deposits excavated comprised layers of 
dark grey silt with abundant organic inclusions yielding pottery dating 
from c. 1550 to 1700. Although excavation of these deposits ceased at 
water-table level and a total depth for the leat was not determined, 
the sloping lower infill of the ditch strongly suggested that the 
southern edge of the leat lay just outside the excavated area. The 
lower deposits may have been deliberately dumped to infill and 
perhaps reduce the size of the leat during episodes of landscaping in 
the post-Dissolution period. Above these two layers all deposits 
dated to the nineteenth century. It is just possible that this final 
sequence of deposits represents the infilling of a late recut of the dyke 
whose size conforms closely to the width of the dyke shown on the 
1874 survey. The layers capping the dyke infill contained tile and 
brick debris and a few sandstone blocks consistent with an episode of 
ground clearance and perhaps landscaping. Towards the end of the 
nineteenth century or later, this deposit was cut by a construction 
trench for a ceramic drain pipe, the wooden shuttering for which 
survived in situ. The sequence here was completed with a thick 
deposit of topsoil. 

A 2 m. long section of boundary wall in the north-east corner of the 
school grounds, immediately east of Trench I was cleared of ivy, 
examined and recorded. The operation was undertaken to examine 
the remains of a possible bridge spanning Greyfriars Passage and a 
barrel-vaulted brick-built culvert built beneath it. A short section of 
the spring of the arch was exposed, constructed in small mortared 
blocks of ragstone. The arch spring was surmounted by a levelling 
course of mortared flints and four ashlared courses of ragstone 
blockwork. The present flint and brickwork boundary wall was raised 
off this fabric. Insufficient evidence was obtained to assign a date for 
the build of this structure, but its appearance suggests that it may be 
medieval. It is quite likely that this structure formed part of the 
bridge with gate above, which gave access to the north-east corner of 
the garden and is shown on the 1640 map of Canterbury. The 
brick-built culvert underlying masonry fabric was probably con-
structed in the late nineteenth century. 

In Trench II removal of topsoil revealed very clean gravel only 
c. 0.45 m. below the existing surface. Two features were cut into this 
gravel. In the south-east corner of the trench was part of a shallow pit 
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containing pottery dating to 1775-1825. In the south-west corner, a 
round pit or post-hole 0.70 m. deep, yielded pottery dating to 
1450-75. At the time of excavation the uniform colour, consistency 
and thickness of the gravel led us to believe that it was a natural 
deposit and no further excavation was considered necessary. In 
retrospect the gravel, in excess of 0.70 m. thick, may have been the 
fill of a large post-Dissolution garden bedding-trench or more likely a 
dumped layer capping medieval cemetery deposits. 

Trench III proved to be within a cemetery. Fifteen graves in all 
were identified, twelve of these being fully excavated. A mixture of 
males, females, adults and children were present, these located 
presumably in a hitherto unknown lay cemetery to Greyfriars.7 The 
uppermost burials, located at 0.60-0.70 m. below the existing ground 
surface, were uniformly sealed by brown sandy loam and topsoil. The 
excavation was carried down into deposits of mixed gravel and 
brickearth to a maximum depth of 1.50 m. Natural subsoils were not 
encountered. 

Trench IV was excavated to a depth of 1.40 m. The footing for a 
robbed wall running approximately north-west to south-east was 
discovered. Several layers of rammed gravel on the western side of 
this wall may prove to be the remains of an external courtyard or 
path. The pottery evidence, while not explicit, broadly supports a 
view that the wall and metallings were in use at the same time as the 
graveyard. 

The lowest layer excavated in Trench IV, a very compact dark 
orange-gray silt, contained residual 'Belgic' pottery and a single sherd 
of late eleventh-century pottery. This layer capped a possible flood 
deposit of very soft light grey silty clay containing charcoal flakes. 
The high water table prevented further excavation. Above these 
layers and adjacent to the wall footing was a metalling, consisting of 
compact orange clay and gravel. Apart from residual Roman mater-
ial, the few sherds from this metalling dated no later than c. 1175-
1225. Above this was a series of dumped layers and metallings. The 
robber-trench was cut through these deposits, but yielded only 
residual pottery. The south-eastern side of the robber-trench coin-
cided with the edge of the excavation. Here only a brown loam was 
observed in the section. The complex sequence of deposits to the 
north-west of the robber-trench appeared to butt against it perhaps 
suggesting that they had accumulated after the wall had been 

7 C. Cotton. The Grey Friars of Canterbury (1924), 100-8. At least four lay persons 
are known from wills to have asked to be buried in the Churchyard of the Grey Friars 
of Canterbury, in 1503, 1514, 1531 and 1538 (March). 
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constructed. If this is the case, then the wall must have been 
constructed on a very shallow foundation. Whatever the case, the 
different deposits on either side of the wall do strongly suggest an 
ancient boundary in this position, perhaps the cemetery boundary. 
Both robber-trench and horizons on either side of the wall were 
sealed by demolition debris and a thick deposit of topsoil. 

Trench V was also within the graveyard and the cuts for several 
graves were identified as soil stains at 0.80 m. below the existing 
ground surface. Only one grave was excavated, although the burial 
was left in situ. The horizon at which the grave cuts were located was 
very distinct and was sealed by a layer of clean orange sandy gravel 
25 cm. thick. The gravel was sealed by successive deposits of brown 
loam and topsoil to a total depth of 0.70 m. 

Trench VI was excavated to a depth of 50 cm. to determine the 
nature of upper archaeological deposits in an area proposed to be a 
tarmac covered playground and car park. Two large modern features 
were located. A corner of one of these features was taken down to 
reveal intact post-Dissolution demolition deposits at 1.10 m. below 
the existing ground surface. No further excavation was considered 
necessary to evaluate this area. 

The evaluation exercise proved the location of the dyke flanking 
the northern boundary of Greyfriars precinct and strongly indicated 
the existence of a major cemetery. A possible northern boundary 
wall to the cemetery with external metalled path or courtyard was 
also located. The skeletal assemblage, comprising adults of both 
sexes and children, indicates that this is the site of a hitherto 
unknown lay cemetery. 

P. BENNETT and S. OUDITT 

5. Christ Church College (Fig. 6) 
An excavation in advance of a basemented extension to Christ 
Church College library was undertaken between November 1989 and 
February 1990. This work, funded by the college, was preceded by 
the cutting of an evaluation trench, which provided evidence of mid 
Anglo-Saxon, medieval and post-medieval occupation. 

The library basement excavation was the most recent of a series of 
excavations and watching briefs in advance of and during develop-
ments at the college for a new students union building,8 class-rooms 

8 Arch. Cant., xcix (1983), 247-51; Arch. Cant., ci (1984), 294-5; Arch. Cant., 
ciii (1986), 79-117. 
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and a paramedical centre.9 These episodes of archaeological activity 
have provided remarkable evidence for occupation of the site of 
Christ Church College in the Late Bronze Age, and almost conti-
nuous settlement from the mid Anglo-Saxon period to the present. 

This most recent excavation was located at the centre of the college 
on ground formerly outside and to the north of the Outer Court of 
St. Augustine's Abbey. This area may have been open sward until 
the early fourteenth century when it was enclosed by the abbey 
possibly to form an orchard. After the dissolution of the abbey in 
1538 the ground may have continued in use as an orchard or as open 
ground until college buildings were contructed here from 1970 
onwards. 

The earliest traces of habitation located in a small hollow at the 
level of natural brickearth comprised a collection of flint flakes. This 
residue from the manufacture of a flint tool or tools represents 
another indication of Late Bronze Age activity in the Christ Church 
College area. No pottery or features were located in association with 
this discovery. 

Although a 'background scatter' of residual Roman pottery and 
two Roman coins were present in the corpus of materials recovered 
during the excavation, this is perhaps suggestive of peripheral Roman 
settlement, as the next major phase of activity was of middle 
Anglo-Saxon date. 

A number of pits, some containing metalworking debris, were in 
evidence on the site. Included in the corpus of Anglo-Saxon pottery 
recovered from these pits were boss-decorated sherds of the eighth 
and ninth centuries and a significant number of imported 'Ipswich' 
type wares. A large number of residual Anglo-Saxon pot-sherds were 
also recovered from later features. The discovery of these pits adds 
further weight to the argument that this area was a flourishing 
industrial centre during the middle Saxon period; a phase of activity 
which may have lasted from approximately A.D. 750-850. Evidence 
for eighth- and ninth-century occupation is rare within the town 
walls, but at Christ Church College, in the area of the Outer Court of 
the abbey and at a further site near St. Martin's Church10 evidence 
for middle Saxon activity is relatively common. Few of the recent 
Anglo-Saxon pits contained animal bones and oyster shells in their 
fills, detritus consistent with domestic waste, and it is significant that 
in all excavations at the college and near St. Martin's Church, no 

"Arch. Cant., cvi (1988), 135-6. 
10 J. Rady, 'Excavations at St. Martin's Hill, Canterbury', Arch. Cant., civ (1987), 

123-218. 
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traces of domestic structures have yet been found. Equally significant 
is the paucity of Anglo-Saxon domestic small finds, particularly bone 
combs and loom-weights; finds that one would normally expect in 
domestic contexts. Although it is possible that the now widespread 
excavations at the college have been outside or have missed a 
habitation area or areas, it is equally possible that this extra-mural 
land was solely dedicated to industrial activity and that domestic 
settlement is perhaps to be found elsewhere inside or outside the 
town walls. 

The next major phase of activity, again relating to metalworking, 
dated from the mid to late twelfth to the mid thirteenth century. A 
number of pits were excavated yielding metalworking waste and 
lenses and layers of burnt clay and carbon. Similar pit fills of twelfth-
and thirteenth-century date were located in all the previous college 
excavations and this evidence for widespread industrial activity may 
be directly related to the growth of the abbey and of a service 
industry, which provided the monks with ironwork and perhaps more 
exotic metals for their building projects. 

Perhaps the most surprising evidence for occupation on the site, 
however, was the substantial remains of a large masonry building and 
a series of earth-fast and masonry-lined drains which accompanied it. 
The structure, located in the south-west corner of the excavation was 
of identical build to the Cellarer's and service ranges forming the 
southern and northern sides of the Outer Court, respectively. Only 
the north-east corner of the building, aligned north-east to south-west 
at right-angles to the service range, was contained within the 
excavation. The 0.60 m. wide walls of the structure, of flint and chalk 
bonded in a pale brov/n sandy mortar, rested on a deep off-set 
foundation of laminated deposits of rammed chalk, mortar and 
gravel. Fragmentary traces of a clay floor overlying the internal offset 
were uncovered, together with the badly preserved remains of a 
peg-tile-on-edge hearth set close to the wall. 

Almost abutting the eastern side of the building was a drain-slot 
extending from north to south parallel to the building. The ditch 
terminated at its western end some 4 m. beyond the structure in a 
wide and deep cutting, possibly a soakaway. The drain fill of silty 
discoloured brickearth, yielded pottery dating up to c. 1425-50. 
Drain fall was set at a slight gradient from north to south and the 
soakaway was presumably incorporated and later enlarged (perhaps 
as a consequence of maintenance) to prevent flooding during occa-
sional episodes of heavy rain. No connection between the drain and 
the masonry building was established and its function was perhaps to 
take rain water from the overhanging eaves of the adjacent roof. 

The drain was superseded in the mid fifteenth century by a 
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masonry-lined version, established on the same line and with a 
similar fall, approximately 2 m. to the east of the building. This drain, 
with peg-tile base, had a lining of chalk blockwork, flint and re-used 
Caen and sandstone blocks bonded in a pale yellow sandy mortar. It 
was accompanied by a contemporary intersecting masonry-lined 
conduit of identical construction and size, which flanked the northern 
wall of the building. The main drain was just beyond the north wall of 
the structure where a second-phase extension to it was uncovered. 
This later 4 m. long extension was more solidly built with flint and 
chalk walls over a peg-tile base. A small section of vaulted chalk 
capping survived intact at the point of intersection of the two drains. 
The termination of the drain by an end wall indicated that this may 
have also been built to function as a soakaway for the prevention of 
flooding. The east-west conduit intersecting with the main drain may 
have been provided to take foul water from inside the building 
perhaps from a basin or sink located against the north wall. 

The presence of the building and associated drains can only be 
interpreted as a hitherto unsuspected addition to the service range 
closing the northern side of the Outer Court. Whether the building 
was connected to the service range or was perhaps a separate 
structure cannot at this time be established. The presence of a 
peg-tile hearth and perhaps a basin or sink does suggest that it had a 
service function, possibly a brewhouse. 

An engraving of St. Augustine's Abbey by Daniel King showing 
the remains of the abbey as seen from the 'Bell Harry' tower of the 
cathedral in c. 165611 depicts a number of buildings in the Outer 
Court area and beyond. These buildings were previously thought to 
represent the remains of the northern range closing the Outer Court, 
but on the basis of this recent evidence they may represent a building 
or buildings to the north of the range. 

The drain was robbed of its covering and infilled some time after 
the dissolution of the abbey. Thick demolition deposits covered the 
remains of the building. No firm dating evidence was retrieved from 
these deposits. 

A small number of post-medieval and modern features were 
located during the early course of the excavation. The archaeological 
sequence was completed by a thick deposit of topsoil which may in 
part have been formed by post-medieval agricultural processes. 

P. BENNETT 

" Reproduced in D. Sherlock and H. Wood, St. Augustine's Abbey: Report on 
Excavations, 1960-78 (Maidstone, 1988), Plate VII. (Wrongly dated as c. 1640.) 
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6. North Lane: The riverside wall 
From the 6th-8th June, 1990, a trench 1.50 m. by 2.50 m. was 
excavated on the west bank of the River Stour, set back from North 
Lane against the river wall, about 52 m. north of the Westgate bridge. 
The purpose of the trench was to investigate a section of wall 
comprising courses of ashlared ragstone blockwork held by two iron 
ground anchors visible in the river bank, prior to reconstruction work 
by the City Council. The work was undertaken to ascertain whether 
this section of walling represented the remains of a building or boat 
dock, or a remnant of an early riverside wall. 

The trench was excavated by hand to an overall depth of a little 
over 1.90 m. to just above the water table. The upper 90 cm. 
consisted of layers of grey and brown loam, which sealed a thick 
rubble dump, deposit and overlapped the ragstone blocks. A con-
struction trench for the riverside wall had been cut through the rubble 
up against the ragstone blockwork, and had been backfilled with 
grey-brown loam containing mortared chalk lumps, identical to those 
used in the city's medieval defensive wall constructed in the 1370s-
90s. It would seem that this material was deposited during an episode 
of city wall demolition in the later eighteenth century or more likely 
in the 1830s, to raise the outer river bank above the water table. 

Five courses of ragstone blocks were located within the con-
struction-trench, with all excavated layers, including the rubble 
deposit, butting up to it. From the river side six courses were 
discernible above the river bed. The top course consisted of irregular-
shaped blocks, while the lower courses consisted of regular ashlar 
blocks, and may represent two phases of building, although both used 
identical mortar. The ragstone courses were topped with a later phase 
brick wall of seven courses. At the west end of the trench a layer of 
grey-brown organic clay loam was located below the demolition 
rubble. It was not possible to ascertain its relationship with the 
ragstone wall due to the high water table, but it is probably an earlier 
buried ground surface. 

During the excavation no traces of floors or occupation layers were 
located in association with the wall, and this, together with post-
medieval mortar used to bond the ragstone blocks together, indicates 
that all materials were probably salvaged from the demolished city 
wall and re-used as a river revetment and embankment. 

A long history of occupation south of North Lane, backing onto 
the river is known. North Lane is probably a late Anglo-Saxon or 
early medieval suburb of the city. The name North Lane was 
certainly in use by 1230 and the rentals for Christ Church Priory and 
the Cartulary of St. Gregory's Priory indicate at least three holdings, 
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by John Copelose, Ralph son of Eilnoth and Henry Scrip in c. 1200, 
together with a small alley that connects North Lane to the river, all 
in the vicinity of the evaluation trench. 

Buildings fronting onto North Lane are clearly shown on successive 
plans of the city dating from the mid sixteenth century. Many of these 
show garden plots extending behind road frontages to the river bank. 
By the seventeenth century, it is quite likely that individual property 
blocks along the south side of North Lane had effectively two 
frontages; one against the lane, the other against the river. Certainly 
by the later nineteenth century, the area adjacent to the evaluation 
trench, now covered by a car park, was densely occupied by 
numerous property blocks some containing buildings against both 
frontages. 

The riverside buildings were probably stores or warehouses, used 
in much the same way as the woolstore and associated buildings on 
the opposite side of the river. Photographs of the area in c. 1909 and 
the 1920s from the Westgate bridge looking east, clearly show the 
section of wall to be shortly replaced, including the ashlared 
stonework, which can now be confidently associated with a riverside 
revetment of early to mid nineteenth-century date. 

I. ANDERSON and P. BENNETT 

7. Longmarket 
On 5th April, 1990, the excavation of a large site at the Longmar-

ket in the centre of Canterbury commenced prior to a major 
redevelopment. The site of the Longmarket lies immediately south of 
the Cathedral precincts and is bounded by three ancient road 
frontages; Burgate (to the north), Butchery Lane (to the west) and 
the Parade (to the south). 

In 1942, the area was fire-bombed during an air raid and virtually 
all the medieval and post-medieval properties on the Longmarket site 
were destroyed or damaged beyond repair. After the clearance of 
bomb damage (which included the emptying of the cellars on all three 
frontages) small-scale archaeological excavations were carried out 
between 1944 and 1948.12 These excavations, some of the first in 
Canterbury and the first post-war urban excavations in the country, 
were mainly concerned with the investigation of Roman levels. One 

12 A. Williams and S. Frere, 'Canterbury Excavations, Christmas 1945 and Easter, 
1946', Arch. Cant., lxi (1948), 1-45; F. Jenkins, 'Excavations in Burgate Street, 
1946-8', Arch. Cant., Ixiii (1950), 82-118. 
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of their more important findings was the location of parts of a large 
Roman masonry building containing rooms or corridors with tessel-
lated pavements inset with mosaic panels. 

In 1955, the site was redeveloped as shops and offices with the 
incorporation of some of the Roman remains in a basement museum. 
Upon the termination of the leases to these properties the site, in the 
ownership of Canterbury City Council, leased to Land Securities Pic, 
became available for redevelopment. Demolition commenced on 
1st February. The demolition contract included measures to protect 
the Roman pavement, which is a Scheduled Ancient Monument. The 
protective works, supervised by the Trust, were designed to ensure 
that the pavement will survive redevelopment processes to become 
the centre-piece of an enlarged museum to be formed under the new 
buildings. 

The excavation, of six months' duration, was entirely funded by the 
developer, Land Securities Pic, and principally consisted of an area 
c. 40 x 30 m. situated at the southern end of the site. Most of the 
northern part of the site, an area known to contain a major Roman 
street and a number of large cellars, was not excavated. However, in 
addition to the main excavation area, the cellars along the entire 
length of Butchery Lane were emptied and excavated to natural 
brickearth to provide a full profile of the archaeological levels from 
Burgate to the Parade. 

Site clearance with a machine continued until 27th April and 
entailed the removal of all the post-war cellar backfill and the 
stripping of all modern building foundations including the 'decap-
ping' of 'frankie' piles, which once supported the buildings. 

At the time of writing, the Roman deposits are still under 
excavation. The earliest deposits so far excavated with any degree of 
completeness are of Anglo-Saxon date. Virtually no post-Roman 
'dark earth' levels survived at Longmarket as a consequence of 
medieval disturbance particularly pit-digging. Although residual 
Anglo-Saxon pottery of the fifth to eleventh century has been 
recovered from later features, structural remains date from the Mid 
to Late Anglo-Saxon periods only, and consist of five sunken-
featured timber buildings (Fig. 7). Four of these were situated in the 
eastern part of the site and appear to have 'respected the position of 
Roman walls, which were almost certainly standing above ground 
when the Anglo-Saxon buildings were erected. In addition, it is quite 
likely that some of these Anglo-Saxon buildings may have re-used the 
Roman walls as structural elements of their design. 

Of the two northernmost structures, only one was fully excavated. 
This roughly square building (c. 2.40 x 2.20 m.) was set between two 
parallel Roman walls and probably possessed two main structural 
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posts positioned centrally at the north and south ends. The proximity 
of the Roman walls to each side of the building suggests that it may 
have used them as an integral part of the superstructure, a theory 
supported perhaps by the lack of any evidence for structural timbers 
on the west side. Three large post-settings and a row of stakes along 
the eastern side may indicate that the Roman wall here was less 
substantial or that collapse had taken place during the life of the 
building. After a period of backfilling, the structure was destroyed by 
fire. The upper fills contained large quantities of heavily burnt daub 
with wattle and timber impressions that had obviously collapsed from 
the superstructure; the edges of the 'cellar' were also scorched. 
Included within these deposits was a number of loom-weights and 
pottery of ninth- or tenth-century date. 

A few metres to the south, two much larger Anglo-Saxon struc-
tures survived although both were badly disturbed by later pit-digging 
and robber-trenching of Roman walls. These two cellared structures, 
each about 4.50 x 3 m., were aligned east-west, separated by and 
perhaps re-using a Roman wall. The buildings were almost certainly 
in use at the same time, although at present their dating remains 
unclear. However, it is probable that one of the structures was an 
extension to the other since good evidence existed for a connecting 
doorway. The southern structure, perhaps the earlier, was entirely 
post-built and similar to other Late Anglo-Saxon cellared buildings 
found in Canterbury, most notably at Adelaide Place in 1980.13 No 
structural post-settings were obvious in the northern building; its 
cellar, however, was well-defined by a continuous sequence of 
abutting planks set on end in a construction slot. These had revetted 
each side of the cellar, and later rotted in situ. Evidence for the 
connecting doorway between the two buildings was provided by a gap 
in the revetting on the south side and two structural post-holes, 
presumably representing door jambs, at the terminal ends of the 
revetment. 

One other sunken-featured building was located at the southern 
end of the site set within the courtyard of the earlier Roman masonry 
building. This structure (c. 3.60 x 2.60 m.) aligned east-west was 
badly disturbed by medieval pits. Only two sides of the structure 
survived. At the base of these were well-defined post-pits, five at the 
southern end of the building alone. The western end of the cellared 
building also appeared to be revetted with planks. The cellar itself 
was floored in re-used trampled Roman mortar derived from the 

13 P. Bennett, '68-69A Stour Street' in 'Researches and Discoveries in Kent', Arch. 
Cant., xcvi (1980), 409. 
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courtyard make-up of the Roman masonry building. At the time of 
writing the date of this feature is not known, but it is thought likely to 
be of ninth- or tenth-century construction. 

Various other Anglo-Saxon features, generally of a later date, have 
also been located, particularly rubbish- or cess-pits, and wells. Most 
of these were probably associated with the occupation of the sunken-
featured buildings and have yielded large numbers of loom-weights, 
(sixty-six from the entire site, twenty-nine of which are Late Anglo-
Saxon). Quantities of pottery, a ninth-century copper alloy strap-
end, two fine Late Anglo-Saxon bone combs and various other finds 
(including beads, keys and pins) have been recovered. 

The early medieval phase of occupation on the site, perhaps dating 
to before c. 1150, is mainly represented by rubbish- and cess-pits. 
These relate to properties along Butchery Lane (originally Sunwin's 
Lane), which was probably densely occupied at this time. Traces of 
domestic structures are scarce, most of the remains having been 
destroyed by later medieval and post-medieval development, particu-
larly the construction of cellars along the road frontages. 

Some of the earliest documentary evidence for the site dates from 
just after the middle of the twelfth century and is provided by Christ 
Church Priory rentals. These documents comprise rent rolls and 
surveys of property held by Christ Church in the city. By the end of 
the twelfth century Christ Church held between one-third and 
one-half of all the domestic property in Canterbury. Using the 
detailed study of these documents, published by the late William 
Urry,14 it is possible to locate most of the property boundaries in the 
Longmarket area at c. 1200 (Fig. 7). Boundaries established at this 
time became almost permanent topographical features often defined 
by masonry walls (see below), many of which survived in this area 
until 1942. 

The documents also tell us about the sort of people who occupied 
the site at this time, mainly wealthy and influential citizens as might 
be expected for an important city centre site close to the Cathedral. 
The most important resident was Theoric or Terric the Goldsmith, 
first mentioned in documents in about 1180, and according to Urry 
'one of the great men of the city in the last years of the century'.15 He 
employed journeymen, set up a Royal Exchange and acted as an 
agent for King Richard and King John and was for a time Borough 
Reeve. By c. 1200, he and his family occupied a large stone house, 
traces of which were located in the north-east corner of the site in 

14 W. Urry, Canterbury Under the Angevin Kings, (London, 1967). 
15 Ibid., p. 174-5. 

222 



1990 INTERIM REPORT 

1946.16 Theoric also occupied two other properties on the site, one 
against Butchery Lane and another extensive property in the south-
west corner of the site once occupied by Sunwin's smithy. Much of 
the excavated area was covered with medieval and post-medieval 
buildings, some of the earliest dating from the early thirteenth 
century. At present the dating evidence has not been studied in 
sufficient detail to allow an attempt to correlate excavated buildings 
and document-dated property holders. After all the material evi-
dence has been studied, dated and phased, it may just be possible to 
draw tentative links between the documents and the archaeology. 

However, a large masonry cellared building, partially excavated in 
the centre of the site may have been of early thirteenth-century date. 
This structure, set to the rear of Theoric's property on Butchery Lane 
and connecting with the large holding behind his stone house, was 
very well constructed out of finely carved chalk blocks. Unfor-
tunately, no internal details of this building could be examined. The 
east wall had been totally rebuilt in the later thirteenth century and 
perhaps at the same time the entire south-western corner was 
reconstructed when part of the cellar was turned into a large 
cess-tank. The latter operation had removed all traces of the original 
floor levels. 

One other structure, located on the site of Sunwin's smithy, may 
also be of early thirteenth-century date. This large (perhaps under-
crofted) building, approximately c. 25 x 13 m., was almost totally 
destroyed by later cellars, but its position and some aspects of its 
layout can be deduced by the remains of its footings preserved under 
later cellar floors. No floor levels relating to the structure survived, 
and only one short section of original masonry of coursed flintwork 
remained, this sandwiched between two later cellar walls. In the 
extreme south-east corner of the property block, a fragment of a 
door-jamb, possibly belonging to this stone house, was found fossi-
lized within a modern cellar wall. The position of the jamb, at 
basement level, indicates that part of this building at least was 
cellared. A number of equally-spaced square footings in this area 
may represent the position of piers supporting the arched roof of the 
cellars. Similar pier-base footings were located in the vicinity in 
1946.17 

A prolific number of twelfth- and thirteenth-century rubbish- and 
cess-pits was dug to the rear of these early properties, a practice 
which continued right up to the seventeenth century. Whilst the 

F. Jenkins, op. cit. note 12. 
Williams and Frere op. cit. note 12. 
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principal use of most of the area to the rear of the road frontage 
properties seems to have been for rubbish disposal, there was also 
good evidence to suggest the presence of outbuildings and workshops 
in these areas. Of particular importance was the badly disturbed 
remains of a building located to the rear of a property fronting onto 
Burgate occupied by Theoric the Goldsmith in c. 1200. An extensive 
deposit of burnt clay flooring, together with traces of ovens and 
furnaces as well as metalworking debris, including many ceramic 
crucible fragments, strongly suggests the presence of a metalworking 
workshop. It is tempting to postulate that this may have belonged to 
Theoric himself. 

At some time in the mid thirteenth century large-scale redevelop-
ment of the site took place. This involved a clearance and levelling of 
the area, with the consequent loss of much of the earlier medieval 
and later Anglo-Saxon deposits, and the construction of a large 
number of substantial masonry walls, with deep gravel and chalk 
footings. Some of these were boundary walls following the line of 
earlier property divisions, which divided the site along its north/south 
axis. 

The properties along Butchery Lane and Burgate appear to have 
been rebuilt at this time many of them with cellars. Although much of 
the superstructure of these buildings would have been of timber, the 
cellar walls were of masonry, mainly constructed in chalk and flint. 
Fragmentary traces of the rear walls were found re-used in post-
medieval cellars and included such details as doors, windows and 
chimney-stack bases. The presence of these cellars or undercrofts 
implies well-constructed and substantial timber-framed buildings 
above. Prosperity is also reflected in the quality of the recovered finds 
particularly pottery from cess- and rubbish-pits to the rear of the 
properties. Thousands of sherds and many complete or restorable 
vessels have been recovered. More importantly these often represent 
good quality tableware, including highly decorated jugs from 
London, the Rhineland, southern France, Spain, North Africa and 
the Middle East. 

In the fourteenth or early fifteenth century a range of timber 
buildings was constructed against the east wall of the masonry house 
on the site of Sunwin's smithy, in an area previously of gardens to the 
rear of the road frontage properties. These structures extended north 
into the rear of the adjacent property and covered an area of c. 35 
x c. 8 m. of which a 24 m. length was examined. The buildings were 
erected off masonry dwarf walls, and were undoubtedly kitchens or 
workshops. An extremely complex sequence of clay floors and dump 
levels c. 1.50 m. thick in places, survived to within 30 cm. of modern 
ground surface in this area, although heavily disturbed by later 
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intrusions. The excavated stratigraphy revealed a constantly shifting 
pattern of occupation, which continued uninterrupted until the early 
seventeenth century. Four rooms were examined, as well as a passage 
at the north end of the range. The earliest floor levels had slumped 
sometimes by as much as 1 m. into underlying cess-pits. The presence 
of such soft ground required constant re-levelling, generally by the 
deposition of thick dumps of clay, and to the south the possible 
rebuilding of the superstructure. Virtually all of the rooms possessed 
tile-on-edge hearths, or ovens, which were replaced quite frequently, 
usually in different positions, as new floors were laid. In the southern 
room a fragment of a large stone fireplace, erected against the 
masonry building to the west, was located. Cess- and rubbish-pits and 
at least three stone-lined cess-tanks were located in the small strip of 
gardens remaining to the rear of these properties. A large number of 
other pits, cess-tanks and wells of the later medieval period were also 
excavated across the site. 

Apart from evidence for the deepening of extant cellars along 
Butchery Lane in the mid fifteenth century, the next major phase of 
development probably occurred from the mid seventeenth century. 
Most of the cellar walls, and probably much of the above-ground 
superstructure of the Butchery Lane properties, were rebuilt in brick 
during the post-medieval period. Occasionally fragments of earlier 
medieval cellar walls were re-used. Numerous features relating to 
these cellars, such as dividing walls, post-holes for internal structures 
and stone or brick garderobes, were recorded. To the south, the 
post-war museum basement and related groundworks had totally 
removed all evidence for the earlier cellars and their associated range 
of road frontage buildings. Parts of the timber range to the rear 
undoubtedly survived, however, although all levels post-dating 
c. 1650 have been lost to modern disturbance. Some of the structures 
shown in this position on the 1874 Ordnance Survey map of Canter-
bury may well have retained elements of the medieval properties. In 
c. 1825, these were abutted by the new Corn Exchange and Longmar-
ket building, which extended from the Parade to Burgate on the east 
side of the site. No levels relating to this building survived, but its 
massive brick-and-rubble concrete footings were located, and 
remained a visible feature throughout the excavation. 

The full importance of the Longmarket excavation will only be 
apparent after many months of post-excavation work have taken 
place. However, even at this early stage, it is clear that apart from the 
Roman levels, the site has yielded a long and intense occupation 
sequence, dating from the Mid to Late Anglo-Saxon period to the 
middle of the seventeenth century. The many thousands of excavated 
contexts have yielded a large corpus of finds, including some excep-
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tional groups of pottery representing perhaps the most important 
early medieval and medieval ceramic assemblage yet excavated in 
Canterbury. The quantity of potential environmental evidence reco-
vered from the hundreds of cess-pits, cess-tanks and rubbish-pits, 
spanning many centuries, will hopefully provide data for diet, 
butchery and livestock practices, and eventually illustrate the lifestyle 
and health of the former occupants of the site. This information, 
allied with documentary evidence, should present us with a 
comprehensive picture of life on this important city centre site. 

J. RADY 

8. St. John's Hospital and St. John's Nursery 
Shortly after his arrival in this country from Bee in Normandy, the 
first Norman archbishop, Lanfranc, inaugurated a massive building 
campaign at Canterbury. Besides the rebuilding of the Anglo-Saxon 
cathedral, destroyed by fire in 1067, and the construction of a palace 
for archbishops north-west of the cathedral, Lanfranc founded two 
important institutions outside the north gate of the city. The first of 
these, St. Gregory's Priory is the subject of a separate report in this 
interim. The second, situated on the opposite side of Northgate 
Street, was the Hospital of St. John the Baptist, constructed in 
1084-85 to house thirty men and thirty women. 

Unlike St. Gregory's Priory, which was dissolved by Henry VIII in 
1537 and subsequently largely taken down, St. John's Hospital 
survived the conflicts of church and state in the mid sixteenth century 
to be rebuilt in 1684 and again in the nineteenth century. The hospital 
survives today, still in the patronage of the archbishop. With a 
continuous history of occupation extending back to its original 
Lanfranc foundation, it is one of the oldest institutions of its kind in 
the country. 

Passing through the sixteenth-century timber-framed gateway of 
the hospital from the noise of Northgate street, visitors enter a 
relative haven of peace. To the right of the gateway are small jettied 
timber-framed buildings, surviving cottages from the first phase of 
hospital reconstruction in the seventeenth century. The inner court-
yard, with beautifully maintained gardens, is flanked to the south by 
nineteenth-century cottages and to the north by a small chapel which 
once formed part (probably part of only one aisle) of a much larger 
and grander double chapel built by Lanfranc (Fig. 8). The south-west 
corner of the courtyard contains a remnant of the southern part of the 
Great Dormitory (west wall), with original door, incorporated into 
the hall of the present hospital. The rear western wall of this structure 
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also contains part of the east wall of a necessarium, a separate 
building once located to the rear of the dormitory. To the rear of the 
hospital, hidden behind the chapel and other cottages, is a substantial 
part of the northern end of the dormitory (when built it was over 
200 ft. long), with intact door (still with its 900-year-old timber lintel) 
and spiral stair and behind it a second necessarium. This structure, 
which continued in use as a privy until 1948 stands to eaves height, 
with half the original building still retaining a (later) roof. 

This unique collection of early Norman buildings has for many 
years been largely neglected. Lean-to sheds were built up against 
them and, in more recent years, they have been hidden beneath a 
thick mantle of ivy. When an investigation of the ruins was first made 
in 1983, they were found to be in a parlous condition and heavily 
overgrown with vegetation. Unsightly sheds and garages encumbered 
them on the outside as well as rubbish and compost heaps and an 
'Anderson' shelter. The northern privy, completely obscured by ivy, 
then housed two garden sheds, its uncovered northern end was a 
bottle and rubbish dump. Clearance work undertaken by the Trust at 
that time18 and a brief survey carried out early in the following year19 

showed that the privy still had elements of its medieval roof as well as 
its late eleventh-century windows with wooden lintels and parts of the 
seating for the floor above the original drain. This drain, which still 
has its four original round-headed arches on the north-west, ran into 
the River Stour and was perhaps originally flushed by rainwater from 
the dormitory roof. Channels for both privy buildings and a centrally-
located channel (perhaps indicating the presence of a 'lost' building, 
set between and to the rear of the privy buildings), survived until the 
late nineteenth century and are shown on the 1874 Ordnance Survey 
1:500 map of Canterbury (Fig. 9). 

Since 1984 schemes to undertake consolidation and repair to these 
very special buildings have been discussed, but no action taken. The 
storms of October 1987 and January 1990 have considerably damaged 
the roof of the existing northern privy and many flints and sandstone 
boulders have fallen from the dormitory ruins; ivy is beginning to 
sprout and cover the buildings once more. 

At the time of writing, discussions between the Trustees of the 
hospital, English Heritage, Canterbury City Council and Kent 
County Council over recent months, have proved fruitful. A cam-
paign for repair has now been commissioned to start in 1991 and in 

18 Arch. Cant., ci (1984), 300-1. 
19 Arch. Cant., ci (1984), 301-3; see also Arch. Cant., cii (1985), 248, and Fig. 5, for 

a later episode of excavation at the dormitory. 
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Fig. 9. St. John's Hospital and St. John's Nursery: Plan of St. John's Hospital and 
rear precinct area, based on the 1874 first edition Ordnance Survey. 
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preparation for this detailed drawings of surviving fabric are currently 
being made by the Trust. 

Tempering this note of euphoria, however, is the sad news of the 
sale of land in the ownership of the hospital, to the west of the privy 
buildings. This tract of ground, formerly St. John's Nursery and part 
of the original foundation which until early 1990 retained its original 
north and south boundaries, with the River Stour on its western side, 
was sold to Canterbury City Council for use as a new car park. For 
the first time in the long 900-year-history of the hospital the integrity 
of the Lanfranc foundation has finally been lost. 

The northern third of the precinct was built-over to extend the 
existing Sainsbury's car park southwards in January this year. Land 
purchase, the granting of planning permission and the commence-
ment of car park construction occurred rapidly, and it was not 
possible to precede the development with any form of archaeological 
investigation. A watching brief was maintained during the removal of 
topsoil and a well-defined medieval horizon was identified together 
with the fragmentary traces of a masonry wall of medieval build in the 
north-west corner of the precinct. 

Canterbury City Council agreed to fund an episode of archaeo-
logical prospection across the remaining site area, in order to 
determine a non-destructive formation horizon for car park con-
struction. Monitoring of test pits, cut by the City Council was 
undertaken by the Trust in March this year. The pits revealed 
stratified deposits extending below recent topsoil for a depth of 
approximately 1.20 m. to the level of natural gravel. The lowest 
deposits encountered in a number of these pits comprised distinct 
layers of water-borne silt containing peat and other organic residues, 
including grasses and preserved brushwood. The lowest horizon, 
over gravel, yielded sherds of Roman and Late Iron Age pottery, 
indicating a long period of occupation close to the flood plain. The 
uppermost deposits, of loam mixed with occupation debris (much of 
this matrix was perhaps dumped to counteract a rising water-table) 
related to the use of the area probably as gardens and orchard 
during the life of the hospital. 

In April this year a number of evaluation trenches were cut across 
the area to examine these deposits in a more systematic manner and 
provide sufficient data for City Council engineers to construct the car 
park without materially damaging intact archaeological deposits. 
Many of the trenches were fixed and aligned to cut across drain leats 
shown on the 1874 Ordnance Survey. Others were located between 
the leats, in areas where buildings may have existed. In the event no 
buildings were discovered in the precinct area. 

All three drain leats were located and cross-sectioned. In most 
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cases these were found to be relatively shallow, but bore traces of a 
number of phases of construction. Only one trench was cut outside 
the line of deviation for car park construction; this located immedi-
ately west of the hospital, close to the proposed boundary of the car 
park, a boundary which will be marked by a high brick wall in the 
completed scheme. Here only topsoil was removed to reveal the 
uppermost archaeological levels. The trench yielded clear evidence 
for a masonry building, perhaps a kitchen of Lanfranc date or later, 
in association with rubbish-pits and at least two wells, one of masonry 
build and one of timber. 

At the time of writing car park construction has begun and new 
discoveries are being made on a daily basis. A fuller interim report on 
our activities at St. John's Hospital Nursery is therefore planned to 
appear in next year's Archaeologia Cantiana, when the results of the 
total operation, including the building survey, can be discussed in one 
integrated interim paper. 

P. BENNETT 

9. The Old Palace, Bekesbourne (Fig. 10) 
Evaluation trenching in advance of the construction of a proposed 
extension to the rear of the Old Palace, Bekesbourne, and a garage at 
the front and to the north of the building was undertaken by the Trust 
between 21st March and 5th April, 1990. 

The excavation took the form of three evaluation trenches, placed 
strictly within the areas delineated by plans for new building work. 
All three evaluation trenches were taken down to the level of 
natural subsoil (approximately 1 m. below the existing ground 
surface). This consisted of gravel underlying a thin covering of 
nodular frost-fractured chalk. Two of the trenches were situated on 
either side of and projecting out from the Victorian rear extension 
of the house. They were so placed in order to glean the maximum 
amount of archaeological information from the area to be disturbed 
by construction activity, whilst minimising disturbance to the shal-
low foundations of the existing building. A third evaluation trench 
was cut across the area to be disturbed by footings for the proposed 
garage. 

The building at present called the Old Palace was probably the 
gatehouse of the palace, built by Archbishop Cranmer some time 
after 1540. This building, together with the adjacent Porter's Lodge 
and stable to the south-east and a flint-faced cottage to the north-
west, is all that remains of the Tudor Palace. The cottage and part of 
the stable appear to contain some medieval fabric perhaps predating 
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Fig. 10. The Old Palace, Bekesbourne: Plan of the Old Palace showing the 1976 
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the palace. Excavations undertaken by the Trust in 197620 exposed 
medieval foundations indicating that the palace had been built on the 
site of a substantial medieval building and may well have incor-
porated parts of it. Late Iron Age and Roman pottery recovered 
during this work also indicated the presence of earlier settlement in 
the vicinity. 

The first evaluation trench (TT1) revealed a large amount of 
disturbance post-dating the demolition of the main part of the palace 
in c. 1647. Dating evidence from pot-sherds and other material 
suggested that this occurred as late as the mid nineteenth century. 
The narrowness of the trench precluded any conclusive interpretation 
as to the exact nature of this disturbance, but its cutting and 
subsequent infilling pre-dated the construction of the adjacent rear 
extension to the palace. The lowest fills of the disturbance yielded a 
small assemblage of mid to late Iron Age pottery, indicating the 
possibility of pre-Belgic Iron Age activity in the vicinity. 

The north-eastern part of TT1 had also been subject to disturbance 
from a number of drainage pipes and an associated inspection pit. 
These are still in use, but were presumably laid during the construc-
tion of the Victorian extensions. Surviving this disturbance, however, 
was a fragmentary wall of flints bonded with a pale brown powdery 
mortar. Several of the flints appeared to be facing flints, being aligned 
and abutted by poured mortar on the south side, whilst to the north 
and immediately adjacent was a light orange clay layer, consistent 
with medieval flooring. Although no associated dating evidence was 
found, the discovery of another virtually identical flint and mortar 
wall fragment, with accompanying clay floor in the second evaluation 
trench, constitutes evidence for a structure pre-dating the Tudor gate 
house. If this interpretation is correct then a building or range of 
buildings may exist roughly at right-angles to those found in 1976, 
suggesting a much larger predecessor to the palace than was pre-
viously considered possible. It must be stressed, however, that the 
restricted size of the evaluation trenches and the very disturbed 
nature of the archaeological deposits mar a definitive interpretation 
of the discoveries. Further excavation would be necessary to prove 
conclusively the existence of a building or range of buildings in this 
position. 

The third evaluation trench (TT3) revealed only the edge of what 
appeared to be a post-Tudor rubbish pit at the depth of approxi-
mately 1 m. All the layers above this were of modern date. 

T. ALLEN 

20 Arch. Cant., xcvi (1980), 27-57. 
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10. Eddington Farm, Heme Bay (Fig. 11) 
An intermittent watching-brief was maintained in June 1990 by 
Mr Wes McLachlan during construction of a new Texas Homecare 
store, on land adjacent to Eddington Farm, a short distance south-
east of Heme Bay railway station. A few features were noted in 
construction trenches towards the western end of the site (including a 
pit containing large quantities of burnt daub), but with no oppor-
tunity to examine closely. However, initial site levelling and 
clearance had created machine-cut faces along the southern and 
western limits of the construction area. Examination of these pro-
duced further features and pottery of transitional Late Bronze-Early 
Iron Age type. 

The site lies on gently rising ground just west of Plenty Brook 
stream. Two main groups of features were noted at the base of the 
ploughsoil, cutting into underlying London Clay subsoil. Location A 
produced a c. 1 m. deep ditch running approximately north—south. 
A further section of ditch was exposed at Location B together with 
several indeterminate pits or hollows associated with a thin dark 
occupation horizon flecked with charcoal, burnt daub and pottery 
scraps. Another badly disturbed pit in the same area contained nearly 
100 sherds from a probably in situ large storage jar. Pottery from all 
features was of the same type: flint-tempered coarse ware rim and 
body sherds of the period c. 800-600 B.C. 

Assessment of these features suggests that the two probable ditch 
sections at A and B, together with a short, slightly curving length 
noted during earlier machine-work, probably represent one corner of 
a farmstead enclosure-ditch, which ought to extend to the south 
(under the Thanet Way) and to the west, where groundwork has 
already commenced on a further development. This work is currently 
being monitored. 

N. MACPHERSON-GRANT 

11. Aylesham Watching Brief {Fig. 12) 
From October 1989 until February 1990 an intermittent archaeologi-
cal watching recording brief was maintained during the laying of a 
pipeline by the Southern Water Authority in the vicinity of Aylesham 
and Snowdown. The brief, arranged by the County Archaeologist, 
was jointly funded by the Southern Water Authority, Kent County 
Council and Dover District Council. 

The upper chalk landscape surrounding Aylesham and Snowdown 
is well known for the prolific number of crop-marks indicating the 
presence of buried archaeological remains. The brief was organised 
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Fig. 12. Aylesham Watching Brief: Plan showing pipe-line route with crop-marks. 
Significant discoveries are numbered on the plan. 

late in the planning process for the pipeline to enable an evaluation of 
some of the crop-marks, together with areas devoid of such features. 
Provision for the archaeological brief post-dated topsoil stripping 
along most of the pipeline route. This stage of earthwork activity is 
critical for the identification of archaeological features by differential 
soil colour and texture and the presence of artefacts. As a conse-
quence, the brief was hampered by intractable machine compacted 
subsoils and previously stockpiled topsoil. Despite this, the entire 
pipeline route was systematically inspected and had any significant 
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features been in the area of early topsoil strip, they are likely to 
have been detected. In the final analysis the brief was remarkable 
for the paucity of archaeological discoveries despite the complex 
concentration of crop-marks in the proximity of sections of the 
pipeline route. 

The new installation, to facilitate an improvement to the pressure 
of the existing service, involved the laying of a system of pipes from a 
new reservoir north of Aylesham cemetery along the B2046 to a 
second new reservoir west of Aylesham at Dorman Avenue North. 
From this reservoir a trench was cut to connect a further pipeline via 
Adisham to an existing water-tower in nearby woodland. A third pipe 
trench was cut along the B2046 to connect the new Aylesham 
reservoir to an existing pumping station south of Wingham. Tren-
ching for a fourth pipe run was effected to connect the Aylesham 
cemetery reservoir to the village of Snowdown. The entire pipeline 
was approximately 10 km. long. 

The geology of this area proved to be surprisingly mixed. The 
trench connecting Aylesham cemetery to the Wingham pumping 
station was cut through soft white cretaceous upper chalk, the 
dominant subsoil of this area. Solution hollows and bands of 
abundant flint were frequently encountered during trenching. Upper 
chalk, head brickearth and isolated pockets of dry valley and 
Nailbourne deposits were encountered in the trench west of 
Aylesham, whilst head brickearth and clay-with-flints were the 
dominant subsoils along the greater part of the trench connecting 
Aylesham cemetery reservoir with Snowdown. Isolated pockets of 
coombe deposits together with outcrops of upper chalk were also 
encountered. The trench immediately south-west of Snowdown 
exposed only upper chalk, interrupted by frequent solution hollows. 

A swathe 10 m. wide had been cut through topsoil to the level of 
subsoil for most of the pipeline from Aylesham cemetery to the 
Wingham pumping station and from Dorman Avenue North to 
Adisham, before the watching brief commenced. Approximately half 
of the length of the Aylesham cemetery to Snowdown route had also 
been relieved of topsoil at the time of commencement. The 
remaining topsoil-strip for this route was closely monitored. 

Numerous modern features were located during the course of the 
brief, including shallow ditches associated with current and recent 
hedgerows and field boundaries, particularly in the vicinity of extant 
farms. Pottery and glass fragments of seventeenth- to twentieth-
century date were recovered from spoil heaps along the greater part 
of the pipe route. This material was undoubtedly introduced into the 
topsoil as a by-product of muck spreading over a protracted period of 
cultivation. 
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Of more interest and significance was the discovery of a ditch 
north-west of Aylesham along the B2046. The find-spot coincides 
with crop-marks indicating a possible early course of the present road 
together with traces of field boundary ditches to the east of the early 
road. Shovel scraping and cleaning of the subsoil and sample 
excavation of the feature proved it to be aligned north-west to 
south-east being 1.25 m. wide and 0.35 m. deep. The ditch fill of light 
brown loam with quite large amounts of fire-fractured flint, yielded 
pottery of mid thirteenth-century date. 

The second significant discovery, again alongside the B2046, 
south-east of Aylesham Station, was a concentrated scatter of worked 
flints of Late Neolithic or Early Bronze Age date. The flints 
recovered from an area 20 m. square were badly fractured during the 
topsoil stripping process, and may have been dispersed by the 
mechanical excavator. No features were located in association with 
the flint scatter. 

A cluster of crop-marks at the western end of the Aylesham 
reservoir to Adisham water-tower pipe-run locates the position of a 
Scheduled Ancient Monument. A problem with the alignment of the 
trench at this point led to an encroachment onto land protected by 
Scheduled Ancient Monument designation. Surface finds of Roman 
date were recovered from the topsoil mound in this area by repre-
sentatives of English Heritage, but no archaeological features were 
detected by them. 

The watching brief proved to be remarkable for the paucity of 
discoveries, in an area well known for crop-marks perhaps indicating 
multi-period settlement. 

M. DAVEY 

12. Dover Castle (Fig. 13) 
During spring 1990 the Trust was appointed by English Heritage to 
monitor building operations in the inner bailey of Dover Castle. This 
work, undertaken on an intermittent basis over three months, 
involved a minor excavation below the floor of a Napoleonic barrack 
block (used as a shop and audio-visual display area) and periodic 
visits to monitor the cutting of shallow service trenches across the 
inner court of the castle. 

The first stage of the work was carried out between 12th and 
16th March inside the eastern half of the Napoleonic barrack block. 
This building, located against the southern curtain wall of the inner 
bailey, just inside the Palace Gate, may occupy the site of an earlier 
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medieval building (Arthur's Lesser Hall) known from documentary21 

and cartographic evidence, including a late sixteenth-century 'bird's 
eye' view of the castle by John Bereblock.22 

At the time of excavation, the barrack block, constructed in 
c. 1745, was subdivided into two halves. The western half contained 
the castle's shop; the eastern half housed an audio-visual room. The 
works were undertaken to increase the size of the shop. The existing 
sprung ground floor in the audio-visual room was removed and 
excavation work was considered necessary to create a new floor in 
that part of the building to coincide with the level of the new shop 
floor. These alterations also involved the erection of a new partition 
wall for the shop. 

In the event, little excavation proved necessary as in the eastern 
half of the building the void under the sprung floor provided more 
than adequate clearance for the construction of a new floor at the 
level of that in the shop. Removal of the sprung floor by contractors 
revealed supporting dwarf walls resting on a rough mortar contruc-
tion surface of mid eighteenth-century date. A centrally-located 
east-west aligned wall, of rough flint and re-used Caen-stone rubble 
construction, subdivided the eastern part of the barracks into equal 
halves. Additional supporting walls in brick abutted this foundation 
at right angles. Although a number of these walls were removed by 
contractors prior to the commencement of archaeological work, 
those brick walls adjacent to the external walls remained and their 
lower levels were examined. The walls were all of mid eighteenth-
century date or later. A few finds were recovered from beneath the 
sprung floor including a number of uniform buttons of the Royal 
Artillery. 

The digging of a construction trench (0.50 m. wide and 0.50 m. 
deep) for the new north-south partition wall provided a limited 
opportunity for archaeological investigation. Beneath the mortar 
construction horizon was a cobbled yard cambered from the north 
wall of the building to a centrally located drain. The drain, of three 
courses of hand-made bricks laid on edge, sloped from east to west. 
The southern part of the cobbled floor had been robbed, leaving only 
a few isolated cobbles set in a dark brown silty loam which sloped 
upwards towards the curtain wall. Pottery recovered from this loam 
dated from 1725-50. Underlying the loam, but only partially exca-

21 A.M. Cook, D.C. Mynard and S.E. Rigold, 'Excavations at Dover Castle, 
principally in the Inner Bailey', J.B.A.A., xxxii (1969), 54-104. 

22 John Bereblock's view of Dover Castle, late sixteenth century: College of Arms, 
Philpott's Collection, MS Pb47. 
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vated, was a layer of light brown clay loam containing patches of 
orange clay and flint, chalk, mortar and stone rubble. Pottery dating 
from 1650-1700 was recovered in this deposit. Traces of a shallow 
gully, aligned east-west were exposed below the robbing layer. This 
feature yielding several clay pipe fragments dating from 1640-80, 
may date the formation of the cobbled surface to the mid seventeenth 
century and perhaps the Civil War period. 

The cambered cobbled surface and centrally-located drain pro-
bably represent an earlier phase of building use perhaps as a stable or 
wash-house. Examination of the northern wall of the building 
revealed early fabric in Caen stone, including a blocked doorway, 
approximately 1.50 m. wide, all under a well-defined change of 
mortar and fabric for barracks construction. The cobbled floor 
extended through this early doorway, set approximately 50 cm. lower 
than the current ground surface. Early fabric in Caen stone and flint 
was also in evidence at the base of the eastern (internal) wall of the 
barracks. Here, despite the insertion of a large fireplace stack, other 
relatively recent disturbances and a thick layer of rendering, early 
masonry appeared to survive to a considerable height. An inspection 
of the external face indicated that this wall, faced in galleted flint, 
Caen-stone and greensand blockwork, incorporated two fossilized 
windows and a door, all of medieval date, defined by Caen-stone 
jambs, blocked during barrack construction. Eighteenth-century 
rebuilding was also apparent at the upper level of the gable and at the 
junction of the gable with curtain wall. 

Unfortunately, it was not possible to investigate levels below the 
yard surface or the jambs of the newly-discovered door in the north 
wall. The door had been infilled with brickwork, bonded in a tough 
lime mortar to the level of the yard surface and further investigation 
was considered unnecessary at this time as early fabric and the lower 
sequence of archaeological deposits were in no way threatened by the 
refurbishment scheme. 

Despite the minor scale of archaeological activity, the discoveries 
made as a consequence of the work are significant. There can now be 
no doubt that the foundations of a pre-existing structure were re-used 
when the barrack block was constructed in the mid eighteenth 
century. A substantial fragment of this early structure can be seen to 
survive with fossilized windows and door in the east gable of the 
barracks. The barracks north wall re-uses, as a footing, a further 
substantial portion of the early building, which includes a contem-
porary door with Caen-stone jambs, located centrally in the eastern 
half of the building. No opportunity was afforded to examine the 
door-jambs for reveals or decorative chamfers. Of the western half of 
the building little can be said, but it appears likely that this, too, had 
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been built on early work, and overall the shape of the barracks may 
well perpetuate the plan of an earlier medieval building. Prior to 
barracks construction this building, or at least the eastern part of it, 
was perhaps used as a stable block or wash-house, but its build and 
the presence of well-furbished door and windows are suggestive of a 
more prestigious structure, perhaps the building mentioned in docu-
ments as Aula Arturii Minor.23 

The presence of early fabric in the east and west walls of the 
barrack block was first noted in 1967. In 1964, various excavations 
were undertaken by the late Stuart Rigold and others for the then 
Ministry of Public Building and Works, starting first outside the 
bailey on the south-east.24 During 1967-68 various small-scale tren-
ches were excavated in the inner bailey and along the outer curtain to 
the west together with an analysis of the development of the inner 
bailey.25 Work continued after this (including the stripping out of the 
lower part of the thirteenth-century Great Hall of the castle, called 
'Arthur's Hall'), but no reports have subsequently been published. 

It is clear from work done in the 1960s, the recent excavation and 
from John Bereblock's sixteenth-century bird's eye view from the 
south-west that many of the medieval buildings may have survived 
within the fabric of barracks and other buildings constructed in the 
Napoleonic period and later. On the basis of observations and 
excavations made by Rigold and others, it is possible to formulate a 
plan for the inner bailey buildings. Starting on the north there were 
the king's private chambers (constructed for King John early in the 
thirteenth century, but rebuilt for Henry III from the 1230s). To the 
east of these was the Great Hall (called Arthur's Hall from an early 
date). The hall, completed in 1240, was built on a large scale, its 
internal dimensions are 73-77 ft. long26 by approximately 30 ft. wide. 
At the 'lower' (south-east) end, three service doors have been 
exposed, these led into a buttery/pantry area, with beyond it in the 
south-east corner of the inner bailey, the Great Kitchen. Part of the 
porch of the hall (which probably had an oratory above it) survives 
just outside the lower end of the hall, and documentary evidence and 
Bereblock's drawing tell us that a timber pentice ran from beside this 
porch to the main entrance of the keep.2' Next to the Great Kitchen 

23 Op. cit. note 19. 
24 S.E. Rigold, 'Excavations at Dover Castle, 1964-66', J.B.A.A., xxx (1967), 

87-121. 
25 A.M. Cook, et. al., op. cit. note 21. 
26 It is not perfectly rectangular. 
27 For more details of these buildings, see Rigold op. cit. note 21. 
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on the south-west, a large underground cistern still exists (perhaps 
that newly-built in 1247) and beyond this was the 'Duke of Suffolk's' 
house and tower (above the Palace Gate), rebuilt in King Edward 
IV's reign (in the 1470s). 

Immediately to the west of and just inside the Palace Gate was the 
building later called 'Arthur's Lesser Hall'.28 This may be the 
building also called the 'Prince's Hall' which is documented as having 
new shingles in 1365.29 No other medieval buildings are yet known in 
the south-west area of the inner bailey. 

The intermittent watching-brief carried out during the cutting of 
service trenches across the courtyard north of the keep proved to be 
less informative although two interesting observations were made. 
The trenches, carefully sited to minimise damage to known archaeo-
logical deposits, were relatively shallow, cut to a maximum depth of 
80 cm. Soils encountered were in the main very disturbed as most of 
the trenches were cut within the backfills of earlier service runs. The 
first observation of note was of a stone-lined drain of indeterminate 
date that may have been associated with an outfall from a garderobe 
piercing the north-west wall of the keep. The second observation was 
of a rough earth floor located just within a building on the north-east 
side of the inner bailey presently housing a boiler room. This floor is 
likely to be of Napoleonic date. 

The recent minor episodes of archaeological activity have proven 
the validity of incorporating an archaeological brief into even rela-
tively low-key new building activity at the castle. It is surprising that 
at Dover Castle, one of trie best known archaeological sites in the 
country, so little of the development of this great fortress is known or 
has been published. When the account of Dover Castle in the History 
of the King's Works, and the fine coloured phased plan were 
published in 196330 almost nothing was known about the topography 
and buildings of the inner bailey of the castle. In that same year the 
army finally vacated the castle after almost nine centuries and various 
mid nineteenth-century buildings immediately outside the inner 
bailey to the south-east were demolished the following year. Since 
the initial investigations of the 1960s, little has been published even 
though some important excavations have taken place. It is hoped that 
the recent work, commissioned and funded by English Heritage, will 

28 Bereblock distinguishes the two halls as Aula Arturii Maior and Aula Arturii 
Minor. He also marks the Edes Ducis Sudovolcae and the Porta Ducis Sudovolcae. The 
latter is now called the Palace Gate. 

29 L.F. Salzman, Building in England down to 1540 (1952), 228. 
30 (Ed.) H.M. Colvin, The History of the King's Works II The Middle Ages (1963), 
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encourage others to publish the results of past excavations and will 
assist to stimulate further episodes of recording and interpretation at 
the castle. 

P. BENNETT, T. TATTON-BROWN and S. OUDITT 

13. Starkey Castle (Figs. 14, 15) 
Starkey Castle lies in the parish of Wouldham east of a wide bend of 
the river Medway, south-west of Rochester. In the last two weeks of 
February 1990, prior to a proposed extension to the stone-built 
manor house, the Trust undertook evaluation trenching at the 
request of the County Archaeologist, Dr John Williams, and the 
owners of the property, Mr and Mrs. Dan Sharpe, who funded the 
excavation. 

The principal objective of this evaluation was to determine 
whether the proposed northern extension to Starkey Castle could be 
constructed without materially damaging buried archaeological 
remains. 

The two elements of the site's name combine a personal name 
undoubtedly derived from a former owner and the probable builder 
of the existing property, Sir Humphrey Starkey, who was appointed 
chief baron of the exchequer in 1484; and a descriptive name 'castle' 
which is a spurious and a relatively recent, probably later eighteenth-
century appellation. Although documentary evidence strongly sug-
gests that an earlier manor house dating from at least the early 
fourteenth century may have been sited here or nearby, there is no 
material evidence to support the supposition. Edward Hasted, 
writing in the 1790s, noted that 'Starkeys' was a manorial holding 
earlier known as the manor of Lyttlyhall and Wouldham.31 Posses-
sion of this estate and farm remained in Humphrey Starkey's hands 
until his death in the early sixteenth century. Thereafter, the estate 
underwent numerous changes of ownership until its purchase in 1630 
by Sir John Marsham. Starkey ('Starkies') Manor and Farm remained 
part of the Marsham (later Lord Romney of the Mote) estate until its 
eventual sale along with Rings Farm, in 1807-08. 

The standing building (Fig. 14) comprises a great hall (with 
inserted first floor) with high end to the north and screens passage 
and services to the south. A door giving access to a newel stair for a 
principal first-floor chamber over the services exists on the south side 

•" E. Hasted, The History and Topographical Survey of the County of Kent, 
Canterbury, W. Bristow, 2nd edn. 1798, iv, 403. 
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of the passage at its west end. A door at the south-west corner of the 
services gives onto a garderobe wing with privy tower to the south. 
Two stone corbels set into the exterior north wall of the hall indicate 
a contemporary building or buildings beyond the hall. A scar and 
projecting remnant of a wall also exists in the west front exterior of 
the hall. The presence of this wall fragment also supports the 
assumption that a substantial contemporary range existed to the 
north of the hall. 

In an earlier survey of the building Mr E.R. Swain32 put forward a 
case for an early manor house of fourteenth-century date existing at 
Starkey, which had been modified in the fifteenth century to provide 
accommodation for Humphrey Starkey. His analysis of the evolution 
of the building was partly based on documentary references and an 
assumption that many of the more prominent architectural features 
(windows, doors, corbels, etc.) had been inserted into a pre-existing 
structure. However, a superficial analysis of building fabric under-
taken during the evaluation appears to show that Starkey was of 
one-period build and that many of the architectural features are 
contemporary with the main fabric. Furthermore, most of the 
distinctive architectural features at Starkey - the heavily moulded 
arch-braced roof resting on decorated corbels; the door jamb moul-
dings; the principal windows - all fit well in a later fifteenth-century 
context and are in accord with a prestigious manor house built from 
the ground up for a wealthy and important owner. 

Previous unpublished excavations in 1983 on the site of the 
proposed extension revealed, in a series of small trenches, two phases 
of stone walls. The earliest phase formed a cellared structure over 
2 m. deep situated north of the hall. A long narrow trench had been 
cut which followed the line of a second phase wall forming the north 
side of a possible east-west range, but perhaps using an earlier wall as 
its foundation. 

The recent evaluation trenches concentrated on the area of the 
proposed extension, which was stripped of turf and topsoil. Two of 
the 1983 trenches revealed as a consequence of this operation were 
then re-excavated to expose early foundations. The long length of 
wall to the north of the hall was also re-exposed. The eastern edge of 
the evaluation trench terminated on line with the west wall of the hall 
and was laid out at right-angles to the hall. 

The earliest foundations exposed were for a 7.90 m. wide cellared 
or undercrofted structure which appeared to extend for the full extent 
of the trench. The north-west corner of the structure was exposed 

E.R. Swain, 'Starkey Castle, Wouldham', Arch. Cant., lxxxi (1966), 118-25. 
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together with a short section of wall close to the north-east corner of 
the excavated area. The southern wall of the building was 
encountered close to its projected south-west corner and adjacent to 
the existing north-west corner of the hall. These substantial founda-
tions, 1.10-1.40 m. wide, of ragstone and chalk-block construction, 
bonded in a pale-brown sandy mortar, extended to a depth exceeding 
3 m. below the existing ground surface. Safety precluded deeper 
excavation, and original floor level was not encountered. The top of 
the southern wall was located on average 0.25 m. below the existing 
ground surface. A rebate 0.25 m. wide was found on the inside edge 
of each of the exposed sections of wall, perhaps designed to support 
heavy timber joists for a planked floor. The north wall was less well 
preserved, having been truncated below the level of the postulated 
joist-supporting ledge, and re-used to raise a new wall on the same 
line. 

Although no evidence was retrieved which would date the cellared 
structure, it appears likely that it formed part of an east-west range 
contemporary with the standing building and, therefore, perhaps 
built in the late fifteenth century. The cellar walls were at right-angles 
to the existing range. The inside face of the south wall coincided 
precisely with the line of the hall north wall and the materials, mortar 
and construction of the cellar compared well with the standing fabric 
of Hall, Service and Garderobe wing. If the eastern extent of the 
east-west range terminated just beyond the front of the hall, then the 
range may have been approximately twice the width of the hall, and 
overall the proportions of the range fit well with the standing 
building. Further still, but perhaps more tenuous, if the interpreta-
tion for the rebate on the inside face of the cellar wall is correct, the 
hall floor and the putative floor over the cellar are likely to have been 
set at the same level. 

No trace of a cross wall, on line with the west wall of the hall, was 
located in the excavated area. The lack of a cross wall in this position 
is curious since the stone corbels fossilised in the exterior of the hall 
north wall, the presence of a cellar and the proportions of the range 
all strongly suggest a bipartite division. Without further excavation, 
however, this curious anomaly must remain unexplained. 

If the interpretation of cellar fabric is correct, then an east-west 
range to Humphrey Starkey's manor house existed beyond the high 
end of the hall. Present evidence suggests that the range was entirely 
cellared. The corbels fossilised in the external face of the hall north 
wall indicate the position of the principal solar floor. The rebate on 
the inside face of the south wall suggests the presence of a timber 
'sprung' floor at ground level covering the cellar. Despite the lack of 
evidence for a cross wall, it is suggested, on the basis of proportions 
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and the above evidence, that the range was probably subdivided on 
line with the hall west wall or slightly to the east of this line. This 
northern range may have contained the principal ground and first-
floor apartments of Starkey, with a chapel at ground, or more likely 
first-floor, level.33 A chapel occupying a ground floor position or 
perhaps the entire element, without floors, could indicate that the 
cellar fulfilled the function of a crypt below the chapel, but this is 
considered unlikely. Extending the hypothesis further, the curious 
scar and wall fragment projecting forward of the hall west wall may 
have formed part of a stair-tower giving separate access to the first 
floor of the east-west range and perhaps to the cellar. 

Two chalk block and stone foundations outside and close to the 
north-west corner of the range appear to be for buttresses. These 
1 m. wide foundations, projecting approximately 0.90 m. beyond the 
north wall, may have been bonded with the north wall to form a 
primary contruction detail. Others may exist to the east of these in a 
similar position and perhaps with the same spacing. They may indeed 
reflect bay divisions within the range. 

The presence of a chapel is attested by John Harris34 writing in the 
early eighteenth century and by Edward Hasted who describes 
Starkeys as a 'good house . . . being a large strong edifice of stone 
though much larger formerly than at present together with a hand-
some chapel.'35 John Nichols, from personal observation in the 
1750s, noted that a larger portion of the chapel was extant at the east 
angle of the house with 'one of the side windows with its mitred or 
pointed arch.' This description is accompanied by an engraving dated 
1769.36 Another engraving by Stockdale,37 dated c. 1810, is less 
informative, as is a copy of an undated watercolour in the possession 
of the present owner of Starkey.38 

Two estate maps provide supportive evidence for the range and 
chart substantial changes taking place in the eighteenth century. The 

33 The chapel would have occupied the eastern or western end of the range. 
Although reference is made below to the remains of a chapel being visible at the east 
angle of the house, in the final analysis the evidence is equivocal. 

34 John Harris, The History of Kent (1719), 337. 
35 Hasted, op. cit. note 31, 404. 
36 J. Nichols, Bibtiotheca Topographica Britannica, No. VI (1782), part I, PI. IV, 
37 F.W.L. Stockdale, Etchings from Original Drawings of Antiquities in the County 

of Kent, (1870). 
38 An undated watercolour by an unknown artist in the possession of Mr Sharpe. 

The original watercolour, now lost, may have formed part of the Sharpe family 
collection at one time in Maidstone Museum. 
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first, dating to the late sixteenth century,39 shows Starkey in crude 
perspective together with a number of outbuildings. Starkey 
(numbered 1 on the plan) is depicted with two large ranges flanking 
either side of the main house, this with a centrally-located turret. The 
size of the flanking ranges appears to be exaggerated and no 
structural evidence exists to support the depiction of a central turret. 
(This may represent an elaborate stack over the hall, or a louvre 
turret, or even a cartographic motif indicating the building's status.) 
A door is shown in a central position in the main range (the western 
door of the screens passage). A second door surmounted by a pair of 
windows, and above these a centrally-located third window, is shown 
in the west gable of the northern range. To the west of the main 
house is a separate building with a large stack. This may well be a 
detached kitchen. Three other outbuildings are shown; building 2 is 
probably a dovecote, perhaps of circular or polygonal plan, buildings 
3 and 4 are perhaps weather-boarded barns. No traces of these 
subsidiary buildings now survive. 

The second map of 179640 shows a new set of outbuildings and a 
re-arrangement of the main house. The northern range appears to 
have been demolished and replaced by a new extension built against 
the west side of the hall.41 An orchard (annotated Al on the plan) 
shown to the west of Starkey, a hop-field (A6) to the south and a 
meadow (A3) to the north-west are all contained by large fields of 
arable (A5, A7, A2) and the 'marsh' (A4). The 'homestead' 
comprised the orchard and enclosed land immediately to the south 
and east of the main residence. Both maps show a large pond with a 
series of dykes. The pond still survives, albeit much reduced in size, 
and is quite probably the remnant of a former tide mill. 

This arrangement had again changed by the mid nineteenth 
century. A tithe map for 184242 shows the principal range of Starkey 
with its north-western extension, in association with new farm 
buildings located to the north. The area south of Starkey is now 
shown as a garden and the entire arrangement takes the form of a 

3<) KAO/U1823/P1 tentatively attributed to Philip Symonson (d. 1598, sometime 
surveyor to the Rochester Bridge estate). The map covers the north-west part of 
Wouldham parish and the south-west part of St. Margaret's, Rochester parish, from 
Wouldham Common to Borstal. Some field-names are given together with the names 
of adjacent owners. A number of buildings, including Cuxton church, Whornes Place, 
Rings Farm and Starkeys are drawn in crude perspective. Individual farms are 
distinguished by colour. 

40 KAO/U1823/P44. 
41 This was probably the brick extension demolished in 1980. 
42 KAO/CTR/405B. 
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'modern farm', with principal residence to the south of a large 
farmyard surrounded on all other sides by farm buildings. A paddock 
with cottage and store (these outbuildings survive) is shown to the 
east of Starkey, an orchard to the south-west and a large field with 
attached meadow to the north. In the south-west corner of the 
farmyard two small buildings abut the western extension to Starkey 
and a free-standing wall is shown running parallel to the north end of 
the residence, presumably enclosing a courtyard. The mid 
nineteenth-century arrangement remained substantially unchanged 
until the early part of this century, being shown on successive editions 
of the Ordnance Survey maps for 1869 and 1909. 

Exactly when the east-west range fell into decay cannot be 
ascertained, but an engraving of 1769 (cited above) shows a fragment 
of wall for the eastern gable purported to be part of a chapel. It seems 
probable that the western half of the range was also ruinous at this 
time. 

Re-use of parts of the shell of the range was indicated by a 0.55 m. 
wide well-built masonry wall constructed over the truncated medieval 
north wall. This wall, surviving to a maximum height of 1.10 m., was 
constructed entirely of re-used ragstone and chalk blocks bonded in a 
pale grey lime mortar containing charcoal flecks. Some of the 
ragstone blocks were ashlared. The lowest deposits of cellar infill 
exposed were consistent with medieval demolition material, but 
included in the general matrix was a surprising quantity of brick and 
tile. The presence of this material may indicate that at least partial 
infilling of the cellar took place perhaps when the brick extension to 
Starkey was built in the eighteenth century. At the eastern end of the 
replacement wall a brick-jambed opening with stone threshold had 
been constructed. The masonry wall to the east could be seen to be of 
one build with the easternmost jamb. The western brick jamb, 
although visible, lay under a later phase of construction, but was 
assumed to bond with the wall. This opening, 1.62 m. wide, had been 
cut into the fabric of the earlier north wall to a depth of 1.20 m. below 
the existing ground surface. The presence and nature of this opening 
strongly suggest that the cellar was re-used, perhaps as a half-cellared 
outbuilding. 

Final infilling of the cellar may have occurred shortly before the 
'model farm' was laid out in the early nineteenth century (Fig. 14). 
The rebuilt north wall appears to have been re-used as a courtyard 
boundary (shown on the 1842 tithe map), with the final cellar infill of 
brickearth butting the wall and infilling the brick-jambed doorway. 
Two brick-lined wells cutting the brickearth backfill were located 
within the possible courtyard. A third well exists adjacent to the 
present farmyard track. A rough gravel and crushed brick deposit 
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found capping the brickearth fill may have been a disturbed remnant 
of courtyard metalling. It also seems probable that a concrete-set 
post-hole and a brick base of unknown function, revealed during the 
course of the evaluation, were features associated with the use of the 
yard. 

Numerous brick walls associated with eighteenth- and nineteenth-
century outbuildings were exposed at the western end of the evalu-
ation trench. These brick footings were laid over or cut into the 
brickearth infill of the cellar and were abutted by remnants of a gravel 
yard surface. The sequence of wells was probably contemporary with 
these brick outbuildings. An existing wall, abutting the north-west 
corner of the hall, formed the north wall of the eighteenth-century 
brick extension. Associated with the extension, was a remnant of a 
large oven, its scorched northern brick wall and deposits of ash were 
uncovered at the southern limit of excavation. A further sequence of 
walls and a late threshold belonged to brick sheds of early nineteenth-
century date. All these extensions were demolished in 1980, except 
for one portion of a wall of stone and brick construction extending 
westwards from the sheds and forming part of a garden boundary as 
shown on the 1909 Ordnance Survey map. 

Planning consent for the extension to Starkey Castle was given 
shortly after the evaluation exercise had been concluded. At the time 
of writing an archaeological watching recording brief is in progress. 

P. BENNETT, R. CROSS and A. WARD 

BUILDING SURVEYS 

A. No. 26 North Lane (Fig. 16) 
This property, formerly a garage for the East Kent Bus Company, 
has been derelict for some years. A full archaeological survey of the 
surviving medieval elements of the building was undertaken prior to 
an extensive campaign of restoration and refurbishment to form a 
new office. 

The earliest elements of the building comprise a two-bay medieval 
structure, lying at right angles to North Lane, occupying the front of 
this property block. It seems likely that these two bays form a 
contemporary cross-wing to a larger building adjoining to the south-
west, this is now a much modified guest-house. A cross-passage, 
which is still in use, is located at the junction of the two structures. 
A later seventeenth-century building adjoins the cross-wing to the 
north-east which has a late nineteenth-century extension to the rear. 
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In its original arrangement the cross-wing comprised a single 
first-floor chamber, jettied to the street frontage, with two service 
rooms below. Access to the upper chamber was provided from 
below, probably by a stair in the rear service room, whilst the ground 
floor was entered from the cross-passage. 

The building is framed in the usual manner with jowled posts 
supporting a tie-beam and crown-post assembly. Intermediate posts 
and secondary studs are infilled with daub, much of which still 
survives. Arch-braces from the central jowled posts run in three 
directions to support the eaves-plate and tie-beam, whilst tension-
braces from the front corner posts run to the mid-rail at first-floor 
level. No bracing was evident at ground-floor level. 

The crown-post roof survives, hipped to the front and gabled to the 
rear, incorporating a projecting double-eaves assembly over the 
street frontage. Sprockets with curved soffits oversail the outer of the 
two plates. A plain square-sectioned crown-post, braced on four 
sides, is located centrally over the principal tie-beam. 

Unfortunately, post-First World War conversion of the building to 
accommodate coaches saw the removal of the original facade and 
first-floor framing. Examination of the soffit of the inner eaves-plate 
and the internal faces of the corner posts indicates a typical 'Kentish' 
fa§ade with central fenestration flanked by tension braces. No clues 
remain as to the arrangement at ground-floor level. Other than a 
small inserted window along the north-east elevation, no fenestration 
was incorporated along the side elevations or to the rear. 

At ground-floor level two original doors have survived, flanking 
the central post along the south-west elevation. This suggests that a 
partition, located under the central bridging beam, divided the 
ground floor into two rooms. It is possible that the front room was 
used for retail purposes whilst the rear room acted as a store or 
service room. Open stairs, from the rear, would have provided access 
to the chamber above. At some point the partition was removed and 
the door to the rear room, which was no longer needed, was blocked 
with lathe and daub. A new entrance with a crude door-head was 
inserted alongside the blocked one. Mortices on the internal face of 
the central door post indicate some form of partitioning, this 
probably for an enclosed stair-well with separate access from the 
cross-passage. 

Both the original door-frames are moulded with an ogee and 
hollow chamfer, of which the hollow chamfer runs contiguously over 
the four-centred door-head. 

The vertical rear frame of the cross-wing was clearly not intended 
to be an external elevation. It is lightly studded with no fenestration 
or tension braces and shows no signs of weathering. There are no 
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mortices on the rear faces of the corner posts to indicate any further 
bays that have been lost. One can only presume that the structure 
butted against a pre-existing building. 

A fragment of jowled post, almost certainly in situ, abuts the north 
post of the cross-wing. This is all that remains of perhaps an earlier 
building which, before its destruction, abutted the rear of the 
cross-wing. An absence of mortices on the front face of the post 
indicates that no further bays of this structure extended towards the 
street frontage. Arch-braces instead of tension-braces and a lack of 
weathering to the face of the post suggest that this end truss was 
never an external elevation. Both the eaves and mid-rail levels, 
indicated by mortices on the post, match closely with the respective 
levels on the adjoining building to the south-west. This adjoining 
structure, now no. 25 North Lane, was probably an open hall; a short 
section of the dias-beam, moulded and castellated, remains although 
the hall has subsequently been floored and re-roofed with the former 
screens passage converted into the extant cross-passage. 

A relationship between the building associated with the remnant 
post and the present guest-house is perhaps suggested, but insuffi-
cient details survive to prove conclusively this. The nature of the 
relationship between the road frontage cross-wing and the building to 
the rear is equally difficult to determine, and overall a developmental 
sequence cannot be established until a full survey of the guest-house 
has been undertaken. One possible explanation, however, is that the 
extant cross-wing is a replacement for earlier service rooms, sepa-
rated from the hall by the extant cross-passage. The building to the 
rear was possibly an extension to the earlier arrangement which was 
retained when the new cross-wing was built. 

B. Nos. 45 and 46 Palace Street (Fig. 17) 
These two properties occupy the site of the former Great Kitchen, 
one of many buildings associated with the Archbishop's Palace Outer 
Court. Fragments of this thirteenth-century kitchen have survived, 
incorporated into the later structures now occupying the site. The 
Great Kitchen was constructed during a major programme of rebuil-
ding and refurbishment, instigated by Archbishop Hubert Walter in 
the early thirteenth century. A Great Hall, which lay immediately to 
the south, formed the centre-piece of this period of rebuilding. It was 
constructed in the latest French Gothic style and was nearly 200 ft. 
long, probably the largest building of its type in the country, after 
Westminster Hall. The Great Kitchen was presumably built shortly 
after to service the Hall. 

Conversion of the existing properties on this site into offices 
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provided an opportunity to record in detail the surviving elements of 
the Great Kitchen, and part of an adjoining building which occupies 
most of no. 45 Palace Street. 

The kitchen, originally 40 ft. square, was constructed from thick 
rubble walls comprising a mixture of chalk, flint and sandstone. The 
north and west elevations survive to a height of 17 ft., whilst those to 
the south and east are largely destroyed. Ashlar-work in sandstone 
and Caen stone was used only for quoins, jambs and corbels. 
Buttressing of the south-east corner still survives; presumably the 
other corners were treated in a similar manner. Corbels, still extant in 
the north and west corners, with socket above, would perhaps have 
supported an elaborate timber-framed roof. Although the exact 
arrangement is uncertain, additional support may have been derived 
from corbels located centrally along each elevation. Three squared 
blocks let into the north wall appear to provide a base for one such 
corbel, set at a similar height to those in the corners. 

Layers of later paint and rendering were removed from the internal 
faces of the west wall at first-floor level and the north wall from the 
ground floor to eaves level. Although considerable repair and 
re-facing of the original fabric was evident, no additional features 
were exposed. The arrangement of any ovens or hearths was not 
discovered during this work. 

A plainly chamfered pointed door survives in the north wall. 
Immediately to the west of this are eleven Caen-stone blocks, one 
reveal of a splayed opening that probably formed a window. A broad 
recess in the south end of the east wall is shown on the first edition 
Ordnance Survey map of 1874 together with a splayed recess on the 
south wall a few metres away. This recess may possibly be a blocked 
doorway giving access to an additional building connecting the 
kitchen with the Great Hall. 

Much of the eastern half of the kitchen has been destroyed. However, 
the construction of a brick wall, aligned north-south down the centre of 
the kitchen, has kept the western half of the building in occupation. A 
butt side-purlin roof constructed from almost entirely re-used material 
now covers this part of the structure. Most of these alterations were 
probably the work of Archbishop Parker in the early 1560s. 

A six-bay building, also the work of Archbishop Parker, abuts the 
Great Kitchen to the north. Two bays of this structure are incor-
porated into the existing property at no. 45 Palace Street. The roof is 
of butt side-purlin construction with wind-braces between principal 
rafter and purlin. All secondary rafters are continuous and pass over 
the purlins and braces. Additional tension braces run transversely 
across the roof structure linking the principal rafters with tie-beams. 
A bare-faced lap-dovetail secures the tie-beam to eaves plate. 
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A thick masonry wall of similar size and construction to the 
adjoining kitchen, possibly part of an earlier precinct wall, is 
incorporated into the facade of the new building. Corbels let into the 
internal face of this wall support a plate aligned alongside the wall. 
This plate bears the ends of the floor joists, which run away from the 
street frontage to a bridging beam midway across the building. All 
the original joists are rebated to take recessed floor-boards aligned in 
the direction of the joists. Much of this floor framing has been rebuilt 
and underpinned with additional posts. 

Information from the Parliamentary Survey of 1647 indicates that 
the south end of this building was used as a larder, the north end as a 
brew-house and little kitchen, with nine lodging chambers and garret 
over. 

C. No. 8 Sun Street (Fig. 18) 
Essential repairs to the second-floor exterior of this building 
commenced with the removal of external render along the north 
elevation. Intact timber-framing, infilled with later herringbone 
brickwork, was revealed beneath the modern plaster. 

Nos. 7-9 Sun Street are all contained within a three-bay building of 
late medieval date. The building, which has a crown-post roof, is 
jettied at first- and second-floor level to the north and east. A two 
storey range extends from the rear of the property. Among the many 
surviving details and features of the building is evidence for contem-
porary projecting windows at first-floor level. 

The framing exposed during the remedial work is of typical Kentish 
design. Jowled corner posts support the tie-beam and eaves-plate in 
the usual manner. A centrally-placed post divides the elevation into 
two identical halves. Each half comprises a pair of windows flanked 
on both sides by curved tension braces. The fenestration is embel-
lished by carved, four-centred, window-heads with pierced spandrels. 
A cavetto moulding, running contiguously through the jambs and 
head, terminates in a plain stop. 

Internal plaster was also removed from the Sun Street elevation of 
this bay, revealing a similar arrangement of bracing and fenestration. 
Original runners for the sliding shutters still survive, fastened to the 
internal faces of the window sills. All the panels were again infilled 
with later herringbone brickwork. 

D. The Great Dorter (Not illustrated) 
The first stage of a three-phase project to record the ruins of the 
Great Dorter was completed this year. Interim drawings showing the 
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internal elevations of the surviving undercroft have been prepared at 
a scale of 1:50. The Dormitory is located to the north of the 
Cathedral between the modern library, which occupies three of its 
southernmost bays, and the Larder Gate, which bounds the Green 
Court. 

The Great Dorter was built by Archbishop Lanfranc in the last 
quarter of the eleventh century. It comprised a large first-floor hall 
supported by a substructure of low vaults. The external walls, 
measuring 152 x 43 ft., are constructed from sandstone, flint, and 
Caen-stone blockwork with occasional use of Quarr stone. A central 
north-south arcade divided the hall into two naves, each with its own 
separate lead roof. Large windows lit each bay of the Dormitory. 
Four windows survive incorporated into the new library where they 
overlook the cloister, and a fifth exists in the north-east corner of the 
Dormitory. 

Groin vaults, constructed largely from tufa with no transverse ribs, 
support the hall above. The floor of the sub-vaults lies approximately 
13 ft. below the Dormitory floor at the same level as the cloisters. An 
oolitic limestone is used for the capitals and bases supporting the 
vaults. 

Lanfranc's Dormitory, which survived largely intact for 500 years, 
was unroofed and partially demolished in 1548. Only the west 
elevation and the north-east corner survive to any height. Most of the 
undercroft has been destroyed although a small area still survives in 
the north-east corner. After the Dissolution two private houses were 
built over the vaults. The vaults were converted into cellars at this 
time and the columns strengthened with brick casings. A lodging for 
lay clerks was established at the south end of the Dormitory, on the 
site of the modern library. 

Much of the fabric now visible has been substantially repaired and 
rebuilt. Many of the arcase bases now visible were rebuilt in recent 
times from materials recovered from demolition levels on the site in 
the post-war period. 

E. Church Farm Barn, Offham (Fig. 19) 
Church Farm Barn, was located approximately half a mile to the 
north of Offham village. The barn occupied the west side of the 
farmyard and abutted the boundary of Offham churchyard to the 
north. Following the storms of January 1990 the entire structure 
collapsed, blocking the Offham to Addington road. A hasty survey 
was undertaken to record and number the surviving timbers in order 
that the barn could be re-assembled on a new site and road re-opened 
without delay. 
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Church Farm Barn comprised a six-bay aisleless barn, with crown-
post roof, set long axis to the road frontage. Each internal bay 
division was distinguished by principal jowled posts and tie-beams in 
the usual manner, with large curved arch-braces from post to 
tie-beam and centrally located crown-posts over each open truss. 

The external framework of each bay incorporated a mid-rail, 
tenoned between principals, with secondary posts above and below. 
Short tension braces were included in the upper divisions of which 
some, surprisingly, curved downwards. Smaller studs completed the 
infill of each panel, morticed into the upper plate and wedged into a 
groove below. Timbers that were adzed on their internal faces 
remained pit-sawn on external faces, indicating that the barn was and 
remained weatherboarded from the outset. Dwarf walls constructed 
from local stone provided a solid and level base for the timberwork, 
compensating for the slight gradient of the site. 

A straight bridling of three-quarter depth with squinted abutments 
and over-lipped face is used to scarf the ground plates, whilst a 
double-bridled version is used for the eaves plate. These scarfs are 
short but were used consistently throughout the structure. A lap-
dovetail with entrant shoulders is used to secure tie-beams to 
eaves-plate. 

The roof, which is of crown-post construction, was originally 
hipped at both ends and remained thatched throughout the life of the 
barn. 

In its original arrangement there were two principal entrances to 
the barn. The second bay from the north provided access from the 
road frontage whilst the fifth bay afforded access to the farmyard. In 
each case a large secondary post reduced the full bay width to provide 
an entrance approximately 9 ft. wide, whilst a plate below the eaves 
reduced the headroom to around 14 ft. The break in the ground-plate 
and dwarf-wall for each doorway was spanned by a timber threshold 
set into the floor. Short posts, tenoned into the soffit of the 
ground-plate beneath the door posts, completed the jambs. 

It is probable that the two-leaf doors, incorporated into a later 
porch added to the farmyard entrance, were originally hung from 
gudgeon pins let into the external faces of the original door-jambs. 
Each leaf comprised six tapered rails, tenoned from a large outer stile 
to a smaller inner stile, with a curved brace supporting the outer edge 
of each leaf. 

All six bays of the barn were contemporary, with no evidence to 
suggest any further lost bays. Several notable modifications to the 
original structure were evident including the addition of a porch to 
the farmyard entrance. A cross passage was subsequently formed at 
this point, following the insertion of an opposing entrance against the 
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road frontage. Finally, the north end of the roof, initially hipped, was 
rebuilt as a gable with side purlins running the length of one bay. 

Church Farm Barn was originally considered to be of medieval 
origin; however, closer examination suggests that a construction date 
no earlier than the late seventeenth century is more likely. Much of 
the original fabric was re-used. Numerous extraneous mortices, 
several styles of carpenter's marks, and the use of split and sawn 
rafters were all evident in the roof structure. Several of the posts and 
tie-beams were re-used, the earlier posts had long flared jowls whilst 
the latter had short shouldered jowls and were not adzed. 

It seems likely that the re-use of several principal trusses and a 
salvaged crown-post roof, probably from an earlier barn, governed 
the pattern for the new building. The old posts were used unmodified 
and new ones cut to match, hence the mid-rail and brace arrange-
ment. This wholesale re-use of earlier materials explains the con-
struction of a 'medieval-style' barn at such a late date. Many aspects 
of the barn's construction show that some time and effort was 
expended constructing a sound building, although in other parts of 
the structure the carpentry is surprisingly indifferent or poor. 

A stable block, flanking the northern limit of the farmyard, abuts 
at right angles the northern most bay of the barn. A brief inspection 
of this outbuilding reveals a clasped side-purlin roof with, possibly, 
an early example of a ridge board. A face-halved and bladed scarf has 
been used to join the purlins throughout this structure. The south 
elevation, facing the farmyard, was initially timber-framed, but has 
since been underpinned in stone and brick. The north elevation, 
which is terraced into the adjoining cemetery, was stone built. 
Construction of the barn destroyed the eastern end of the stable 
block, which originally extended to the road frontage. The rear wall, 
however, was retained and incorporated into the north elevation of 
the new barn. Although no firm evidence survived, access was 
probably provided between the two structures. 

R. AUSTIN 
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