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RESEARCHES AND DISCOVERIES IN KENT 

SEVENOAKS DISTRICT ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY GROUP 

Since the report in last year's volume of Archaeologia Cantiana was 
written, the following two detailed studies of individual buildings 
have been added to the series. Copies were distributed to the usual 
range of recipients, including the K.A.S. Library. 

Otford Study No. 4: David Asprey, Nos. 11 and 13, High Street, 
Otford 
Now Nicola's dress shop, the building consists of two principal parts. 
That on the left was constructed as a small house in c. 1660-80, 
timber-framed and standing end-on to the road, whereas the part to 
the right is an eighteenth-century enlargement incorporating many 
re-used timbers of earlier origin. A Georgian brick central chimney-
block of triangular plan contained three ground-floor fireplaces, one 
surviving as a damaged inglenook and the others now sealed and of 
smaller size. Two of these fireplaces were diagonally-placed across 
corners of rooms, a popular arrangement locally in the eighteenth 
and early-nineteenth centuries (vide Arch. Cant. (1986), xcv (1982), 
246, and ciii (1986), 238). The premises have been in continuous 
occupation as one or more shops since 1844, probably earlier, and 
have undergone many changes. 

Sevenoaks Study No. 2: Anthony D. Stoyel, Nos. 21, 23 and 25, 
London Road, Sevenoaks 
These premises, now the local branch of Payden's the chemists, 
contain timber framing of considerable interest though most of it is 
concealed. The core (no. 21) has a smoke-blackened crown-post roof 
one-and-a-half bays long and represents the greater part of the open 
hall of a substantial house built about 1500-30. It was flush-fronted, 
not a 'Wealden'. The moulded dais beam of its high end remains 
visible in the present shop ceiling. 

A two-bay rear wing of two storeys has a through-purlin roof with 
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windbraces, trussed with tiebeams, clasping collars and queen struts. 
This wing has been dated by dendrochronology c. 1596 (by Notting-
ham University in association with the R.C.H.M.E.'s Ashford office) 
and the study illustrates its scarf joints, one of which seems to be of 
rare type. At or about the time of its construction, an upper floor was 
inserted in the hall and the building's first chimneyed fireplace was 
installed projecting into the hall's lower bay from a presumed 
cross-passage. 

During the final decades of the seventeenth century, a further 
two-bay extension (nos. 23 and 25) was erected, possibly involving 
demolition of a double-storeyed high end of the original house 
though the evidence suggests that there may have been no such end 
here. Besides its ground storey, the extension contained a cellar and 
was floored for first and attic storeys. It had a staggered tenoned-
purlin roof, trussed with tiebeams, collars and probably queen struts, 
and was heated by a second inglenook in a central chimney-block 
(now demolished). An interesting system of assembly-marking was 
found here, the feet of all upper rafters being numbered in pairs with 
the marks facing one another and the same number marked on the 
purlin midway between them; this system has been recorded on floor 
joists in the Brentwood area of Essex, but no parallel for its use on 
roof timbers is known. 

The Group has been actively involved in fieldwork and other 
matters relating to numerous buildings of which the following is a 
selection. 

St. Thomas a Becket's Well, Otford 
Since last year's report, English Heritage have informed the Group 
that there is no evidence of damage to the early flooring. The 
aeration plant, which the owner has installed in the well chamber, is 
described as being supported on concrete blocks which in turn rest 
upon the fourteenth-century stone floor without being fixed. Whilst 
this is welcome reassurance, the Group considers the plant an 
unsightly intrusion, especially in this particular scheduled ancient 
monument, and remains deeply concerned about the lack of progress 
with the long-overdue consolidation of its stone walls. 

The Barn of Sundridge Place, Sundridge 
This is of superior construction and considerable merit, dating 
probably from the second half of the sixteenth century. The barn's 
external dimensions are about 92 x 27 ft. (28 x 8 m.). The walls, two 
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storeys high, are of coursed Kentish ragstone with brick-dressed 
doorway and window openings, including primary high-level loading 
doorways which prove that at least part of the barn always had an 
upper floor. At ground-storey level there are three identical slit 
windows along part of one side and on the other a large double-
doorway with four-centred arch. Internally, the walls of nearly half of 
the barn are lined with late-sixteenth-century brickwork of high 
quality laid in English garden wall bond. The roof structure, eight 
bays long, is still largely the original with through purlins at two 
levels, the upper secured by curved windbraces and clasping collars; 
formerly there was a tiebeam and pair of queen struts in each truss, 
but many of these are now missing or have been renewed. 

In the mid-nineteenth century, one end-bay was converted into a 
square kiln for part of the barn's adaptation as a hop oast and the 
present upper flooring of the entire building appears to be of that 
period. 

Nos. 13, 15 and 17, High Street, Sevenoaks 
All three premises adjoin and seem to be of one build, about 
1470-1530, characterized by identical roof structure with plain crown 
posts, big curved braces in wall-frames, chamfering with step stops, 
and arch-braced tiebeams (and one ground-storey transverse ceiling-
beam) having wide hollow chamfers. Whilst the first floor of no. 15 is 
clearly of the same date, those of nos. 13 (The Old Post Office) and 
17 appear to be seventeenth-century insertions in what might have 
been a pair of two-bay open halls; unfortunately, proof is lacking 
because in both cases the rafters are inaccessibly concealed and 
cannot be checked for smoke-blackening. The probability of a hall in 
no. 17, however, is greatly strengthened by the presence of a 
transverse beam in the ground-storey ceiling decorated with a broad 
hollow-and-roll medieval moulding, almost certaily a dais beam. 
Further, a primary timber internal doorway beneath the beam is 
placed as far as possible to one side as if to be clear of the high table. 

There is a possibility that the three premises originally constituted 
an inn, though if there were indeed two halls, it is perhaps more 
probable that the building comprised two adjoining private houses, 
something at that time virtually unknown except in towns. 

No. 4, High Street, Otford (Otford Pharmacy) 
This is the first Otford building to be identified as a medieval 
open-hall house still retaining its smoke-blackened roof timbers. 
More importantly, it also constitutes the clearest instance so far 
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found in the district of such a house originally having two-storeyed 
accommodation at one end only, in this case within a crosswing (the 
right-hand side of the building) at right-angles to the hall. A number 
of houses have been examined at which there is limited evidence that 
the primary plan may have taken this form: examples are Broughton 
Manor and The Old Parsonage, at Otford; No. 21 London Road, 
Sevenoaks; and nos. 1 and 2 Chapel Alley Cottages and Holly Place, 
at Shoreham. Now at last there is a case with much stronger evidence, 
but other representative instances must be discovered before general 
conclusions can be drawn as to the local popularity of such a plan. 

The three-bay crosswing has a plain crown-post roof with a single 
king strut in its south end gable overlooking the road. To the left lay 
the hall: its roof is somewhat altered but the high-pitched sooted 
rafters remain undisturbed. There is little evidence by which to date 
the house, but it was probably built between 1450 and 1530, certainly 
no later. 

ANTHONY D. STOYEL 

JAMES SIMMONS - A POSTSCRIPT 

Since writing an account of the life and work of James Simmons,1 I 
have been able to consult records and documents of the Canterbury 
Bank, of which Simmons was co-founder on 5 July, 1788, in the 
archives of Lloyds Bank, Lombard Street, London. These contain 
material which adds substantially to an understanding of Simmons' 
finances, and I summarize below some of the salient points gained 
from this source. 

Simmons founded the bank in partnership with George Gipps, 
M.P., and his nephew Henry Gipps.2 The initial capital of £5,000 was 
shared equally between Simmons and George Gipps. Although a 
partner, Henry Gipps' role seemed to have been more of a full time 
paid manager. At the close of the first year's business in June 1789, 
the bank's general statement of account balanced at a total of 
£50,236/12/74., and a profit of £408/7/64. was shown.3 By 1800, the 
year in which George Gipps died, and in which Simmons and 
H. Gipps formed a partnership with T.N. Payler and W. Hammond 

1 F.H. Panton, 'James Simmons: A Canterbury Tycoon', Arch. Cant., cv (1988) 
221-42. 

2 Lloyds Bank Archives A53/60a/l. 
3 Idem A53/60b/2. 
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