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THE JUTISH CEMETERY AT SARRE REVISITED: 
A RESCUE EVALUATION 

D.R.J. PERKINS 

SUMMARY 

A chance discovery of unexpected burials within the Sarre Jutish 
cemetery indicated both that the burial ground was more extensive 
than had been thought and that the remains were suffering plough 
attrition. These fears were confirmed when the burial ground was 
re-examined, at first by aerial survey, and subsequently by an 
evaluation excavation. It is hoped that the archaeological impli-
cations revealed by the evaluation will result in the cemetery either 
being recorded by excavation,1 or taken out of agriculture and 
preserved as a scheduled Ancient Monument. 

The evaluation trenches exposed thirty-six graves, of which 
eighteen were examined. In expectation of a major excavation and 
consequent report, only six graves are described herein as an 
illustration of the potential of the site. The skeletal material will be 
dealt with more fully in due course. 

INTRODUCTION 

The Jutish burial ground at Sarre, Thanet, was discovered in 1843,2 

and examined again in I860.3 It was extensively excavated by John 

1 A programme of excavations under the joint sponsorship of the Kent and Thanet 
Archaeological Societies is being considered at the time of writing, combined with a 
training excavation. 

2 S.C. Hawkes, 'The Amherst Brooch', Arch. Cant., c (1984) 143, and R. Bubb, 
Historical and Descriptive Guide to the Isle of Thanet (1883), 38, in which Bubb relates 
that Rowland Freeman told him that the Amherst brooch was found at Sarre. 

3 C. Roach Smith, 'On Anglo-Saxon Remains Recently Discovered in Kent', Arch. 
Cant., iii (1860), 36-42. 
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Brent in 1863 under the auspices of the Kent Archaeological Society. 
The results of these researches were published in Arch. Cant.4 

Topsoil was not stripped during the work, the graves being located by 
probing, so that although a cemetery plan exists (perhaps the first 
made by archaeologists), it represents only those graves detected by 
an uncertain method. No grave drawings were published and grave 
structures are not mentioned in the report. After a minor discovery in 
18685 interest waned. Its supposedly total excavation relegated Sarre 
to the history of archaeology. Although the cemetery with its 
profusion of swords, glass-ware, and the Sarre and Amherst brooches 
entered the annals of archaeology as arguably the richest Anglo-
Saxon burial ground yet discovered, it was not scheduled as an 
Ancient Monument. 

In 1982, the writer carried out a small-scale evaluation on the 
supposed site of St. Giles, Sarre. During this, Jutish burials were 
encountered, these being situated some 50 m. beyond the boundary 
of the cemetery plan.6 This caused the writer to review the 1865 plan 
critically and to seek further evidence.7 Aerial photographs were, 
therefore, taken whenever drought and type of crop allowed, but 
without success until April 1990, when during a Trust for Thanet 
Archaeology routine flight, Mr Robert Varnham recorded the site 
under optimum conditions. The aerial photographs showed a concen-
tration of small crop-marks corresponding roughly to the area of 
graves in the cemetery plan; they also revealed rectilinear ditches, a 
ring-ditch (dia. c. 15 m.), and a possible post-mill foundation. While 
these features fall within the 1865 plan they were not mentioned by 
Brent. 

The crop-mark information so obtained was plotted onto an O.S. 
map by means of a micro-computer and a photogrammetry program.8 

Brent's cemetery plan was then superimposed with the result shown 
in Fig. 1. As can be seen, there is a disparity between the two plots, 
suggesting, as Brent implied,9 that a considerable area of the burial 
ground remained unexcavated. This evidence, together with the 
graves found in 1982, was considered to make an evaluation of the 

4 J. Brent, Account of the Society's Researches in the Saxon Cemetery at Sarre, 
Arch. Cant., v (1822-3), 305-22; vi (1864-5), 157-85. 

5 PSAL, xiv (000), 312. 
6 The writer is indebted to Mrs. Sonia Chadwick Hawkes for a copy of what 

survives of the Sarre cemetery plan drawn for John Brent by the Rev. Mr Drake. 
7 D.R.J. Perkins, 'Site of St. Giles, Sarre,' Arch. Cant., cv (1988) 291-7. 
8 This is a programme in basic adapted to personal computers and word processors. 

It is available from the Trust for Thanet Archaeology. 
9 Brent, op. cit., footnote to 309. 
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Fig. 1. Crop marks observed at Sarre in 1990 (solid black lines), and the sections cut to investigate them. The broken-line rectangle with 
outlined graves is a superimposed copy of the Rev. Drake's cemetery plan of 1863. 
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site imperative. That this was accomplished is due to the kind 
co-operation of Mr Michael Baxter who farms the site, of the Church 
Commissioners who are landowners, and of their agents Messrs. 
Cluttons. 

THE EVALUATION 

Evaluation Methods 
Five sections were cut, see G, H, J, K, L, in Fig. 1. All the sections 
were designed to explore the extent of the cemetery, and G, K, and 
L had the additional function of sectioning the ditches observed in the 
aerial photographs. After a topsoil overburden of 25-30 cm. depth 
had been removed, 36 graves were located. This giving a density of 
about 10 graves per 100 square metres. Initially, all graves were given 
numbers with the prefix # , since until excavated and finally con-
sidered it was not possible to say whether or not they had been 
explored by Brent. Of the 36 graves discovered, 18 were excavated, 
a 50 per cent sample. It had been originally intended to limit the 
sample to 10, but graves #4, #13, and #20 were seen as likely to be 
in the path of a pipeline project planned for 1991 (see below) and 
graves #2, #14, #15, #21, and #31 were clearly in process of 
destruction by ploughing. For a detailed plan of the sections and 
exposed graves, see Fig. 2. 

The basic statistics of the eighteen graves examined were: 

Graves subject to 'modern' disturbance: #1 (Brent?), #13 
(eighteenth century) = 11% 

Graves disturbed in antiquity: #3 , #6, #10, #13, #14, #16, #17, 
#19 #20 #21 = 55% 

Graves with'grave goods: #2, #3 , #4, #5, #6, #10, #14, #15, #16, 
#17, #20, #21, #22, #31 =77% 

Graves containing sufficient skeletal material for study: #6, #7, #10, 
#13, #15, #17, #19, #20, #21, #22, #31 =61% 

Graves with grave structures: #3 , #10, #17, #21, #22 = 27% 
Graves #2, #4, #10, #16, #17, and #22 are considered in detail 

below under the heading of excavation. 

Non-Jutish archaeological features 
Three ditches were sectioned, see G, K, L in Fig. 1. Section G 
revealed that the ditch and a cruciform trench both belonged to a 
medieval feature, probably a post-mill site, although Jutish graves 

142 



THE JUTISH CEMETERY AT SARRE 

# 2 1 

iA 

275 C D 

J-#3 

# 7 C 

#27 ({225 

* 5 
o 
#26 

I 281 

® ^ J # 1 2 

^ # 6 

277 

# 1 3 

i f #28 

ffl If 23 

•J®? #24 

#29 # 3 6 # 3 0 #35 #33 

Un excavated graves @ j ^ 

Excavated graves C D 

Excavated disturbed 
graves 

Fig. 2. Plans of the sections. All were 1.60 m. wide, for lengths refer to Fig. 1. 

and an Iron Age pit were involved. Pot-sherds from the ditch and 
trench were in thirteenth- and fourteenth-century fabrics. 

The ditch sectioned by K had infilled quickly by the weathering of a 
bank. Its chalk rubble content yielded some sherds of Middle-Late 
Iron Age pottery (300-150 B.C.), while the bulk consisted of Belgic 
sherds. The skulls of two oxen were also found. Of an obviously 
defensive nature, it can be associated with the very large prehistoric 
settlement east of the chalk-pit. Similar pottery and midden material 
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were found in the fill of the easternmost ditch sectioned by L, that to 
the west of it containing medieval sherds, so that it is probably part of 
a complex centred on the church of St. Giles. 

Further discoveries during 1991 
During May 1991 a sewerage project was commenced by Southern 
Water, its object being to provide Sarre with main drainage. Since 
the course of the sewer lay very close to crop-marks indicating 
burials, the Trust for Thanet Archaeology asked Southern Water for 
time and funding to allow a rescue excavation, both of which were 
generously given. 

A section 100 m. long by 1.60 m. wide was cut along the route of 
the sewer pipeline, and the chalk surface exposed by hand, see M in 
Fig. 1. No graves were found, but a vestigial trace of a ditch was 
observed, see Point N in Fig. 1. This was traced for about 20 m. It 
consisted of a groove cut into the chalk, about 40 cm. wide, and 
between 2 and 10 cm. in depth. Apart from a few shells and nodules 
of burnt flint, the only find1" was that of a heart-shaped hooked tag or 
'dress fastener'. This is of silver with niello decoration, and is 
reminiscent of an example in the keeping of the Royal Museum, 
Canterbury (reg. no. 2430). The latter has been described at length 
by James Graham Campbell.11 

When topsoil was removed on the course of the pipe trench to the 
east of the chalk-pit a sunken floored hut was found, see Point P in 
Fig. 1 and Plate II. This was rectangular in plan, and measured 3 X 
4 m. It was cut into the chalk to a depth of about 0.40 m., and had 
been infilled with earth and chalk rubble which containing midden 
material and fragments of Roman tile. An iron buckle of Jutish type 
was found in a hollow in the chalk floor. 

EXCAVATION 

Six of the excavated graves described in detail 
Since none of these graves can have been examined by John Brent, 
they have been given numbers following on from those listed by him. 
The graves are shown as plans in Fig. 3, and the grave-goods are 

10 This find was made due to the kind assistance of a volunteer survey team from the 
Thanet and Wantsum Metal Detector Club. 

11 J. Graham-Campbell, 'Three Pieces of Ninth-Century Anglo-Saxon Metal Work 
in the Royal Museum, Canterbury', Arch. Cant., xcix (1983), 21. 
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Fig. 3. Grave plans, scale as provided. 
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illustrated in Figs. 4-9. Grave structures are listed according to 
Hogarth's classification.12 Patterns of grave disturbance are described 
according to the writer's own system of classification, which is given 
as Appendix III. 

Grave 275 (#2) 
Length 2.62 m., width 1.10 m., max. depth 0.20 m. Orientated 287° 
east-west, head west. A shallow down-cutting in the chalk of 
bowl-shaped section and without distinct sides. The skull had been 
destroyed by the recent passage of the plough, which had dipped into 
the grave. Only the long bones of the legs remained intact, although 
in friable condition. Other bones were present as traces in powdered 
form. Measurements on the femora while in situ indicated the 
individual to have been c. 158 cm. (5 ft. 3in.) in stature. Grave goods: 
A sword, Fig. 4, 2, a knife, 4, 1, and a fragmentary bronze buckle 
plate (not illustrated). The sword was found well above the skeletal 
remains in a fill of brown loam, see section drawing in Fig. 3. It had 
perhaps been laid on a coffin lid so that soil seeping in as the coffin 
disintegrated intervened between the sword and the skeletal remains. 

Grave 277 (#4) 
Length 1.60 m., width 0.85 m., max. depth 0.59 m. Orientated 300° 
east-west, head west. A well-cut grave with vertical sides and 
apparently undisturbed. From its dimensions the grave of a child, 
only teeth and 'bone dust' were found. Grave goods: A bottle-vase, 
Fig. 4, 3, and iron chatelaine ring with two keys, 4, 4, and a knife, 
Fig. 4, 5. 

Grave 281 (#10) 
Length 2.70 m., width 1.0 m., max. depth 0.55 m. Orientated 295° 
east-west, head west. The grave had a shelf cut into chalk at the head 
and sides to a depth of 0.29 m. see (b) in grave plan. This represents 
Hogarth's Grave Structure Class I(b)5. It had been disturbed in 
antiquity, and only the leg bones (of adult size) were in situ. 
Disturbance Class C. 1.3(b). Grave goods: Four iron keys or latch-
lifters and iron ring fragments, see Fig. 5, 1, 2, 3, and 4. These had 
been piled against the side of the grave, see (a) in the grave plan. 

12 A.C. Hogarth, 'Structural Features in Anglo-Saxon Graves', Arch. Journ. cxxx 
(1973), 104-19. 
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Grave 285 (#16) 
Length 2.90 m., width 1.53 m., max. depth 1.23 m. Orientated 300° 
east-west, head west. This large well-cut grave had been disturbed in 
antiquity, Disturbance Class A. 1.3(b). The bones of an adult and 
artifacts were distributed throughout the lower fill. Grave goods: gold 
braid, see Appendix I and Fig. 5, 10, beads 5,-9, and two knives 5, 5, 
and 8, a key or latchlifter 5,7, and an iron eyed-hook 5,6. Many iron 
fragments were found in the fill, and the mandible bore heavy cupric 
staining. 

Grave 286 (#17) 
Length 2.88 m., width 1.10 m., max. depth 0.88 m. Orientated 295° 
east-west, head west. A large well-cut grave with an external grave 
structure at the foot, Class 11(e). It had been disturbed in antiquity, 
Disturbance Class A.1.3(b), with skeletal material, objects and 
fragments scattered at all levels in the fill. Such intact bone as was 
present indicated an adult. Grave goods: a pendant fashioned from a 
tremissis, see Appendix II and Fig. 6. A silver-mounted keystone-
shaped pendant of pink glass, see Fig. 7,7, a fragment of an iron key, 
7, 3, and a knife bearing a fabric trace, see Appendix I and Fig. 7, 5, 
and 7, 17. Nine amber beads, fig. 7, 8-16, and thirty-one beads of 
coloured glass, see Fig. 8,1-31. A bronze lifting handle, see Fig. 7,1, 
a bronze key, 7,2, a fragment of bronze 7, 4, and a bronze fitting with 
an iron rivet, 7,6. Several fragments of thin bronze sheet were also 
found, (not illustrated). 

Grave 290 (#22) 
Length 1.85 m., width 0.88 m., max. depth 0.50 m. Orientated 305° 
east-west, head west. There was a ledge down both sides of the 
grave, cut into the chalk to an average depth 0.15 m., Grave 
Structure Class I(b)3. The skeletal remains were in very friable 
condition and were presumably those of a slightly built young male. 
Stature was estimated from the femora (measured in situ) as 151 cm. 
(4ft. llin.). The epiphyses were not united, indicating an age of 
between 12 and 16 years. Grave goods: a spearhead, see Fig. 9, 3, 
a knife 9, 1, and a buckle 9, 2. The latter bore a fabric trace, see 
Appendix I. 
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277 
Fig. 4. Objects from Graves 275 and 277. Scale: 1,4, and 5 = £; 2 and 3 at scale given. 
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Fig. 5. Objects from Graves 281 and 285. Scale: 1-8 = i; 9 = { (colour code as given in 

Fig. 9, 5), 10 schematic, not to scale. 
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286 
Fig. 6. Gold pendant from Grave 286, scale as provided. 
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THE GRAVE-GOODS 

Jewellery 
The gold pendant from Grave 286 (Fig. 6) and fashioned from a 
tremissis is described by Dr D.N. Metcalf in Appendix II. Its 
composition (determined by X-ray fluorescence spectrometry) is: 
Gold 85.67%, Silver 11.96%, Copper 2.35%.13 The same grave also 
yielded a small pendant consisting of a keystone-shaped piece of 
rose-pink glass in a silver mount, see Fig. 7, 7. It was presumably 
damaged when the grave was disturbed, losing its back-plate and 
attachment loop. 

Beads 
Beads were found scattered in small areas of the lower fill of Graves 
285 and 286. Because of disturbance, they cannot be regarded as a 
totality for either grave, although this would seem likely. A key to the 
colour codes used in the illustrations is given as Fig. 9, 5. 

Grave 285, three monochrome opaque glass beads, see Fig. 6, 9, 
a,b,c. A pentagonal cylinder yellow (a), and two disc-shaped in 
rust-red, (b) (c). 

Grave 286, nine amber beads, Fig. 7, 8-16, a polychrome almost 
globular glass bead in yellow decorated with brown crossing trails, 
Fig. 8, 1, and thirty monochrome glass beads in various forms and 
colours, Fig. 8, 2-31. By form, they break down into: pentagonal 
cylinder, four; 4-sided cylinder, 3; short cylinder, three, nineteen 
disc, and one pear-shaped. By colour, ten are yellow, eight are 
rust-red, four are mid-blue, three are pale blue, with one each of 
white, pale green, and turquoise. The beads numbered 7 and 24 
present a problem in that they appear to be pink over a wine red core. 
This may be a result of deterioration. 

Pottery 
The bottle from Grave 277 (Fig. 4, 3) was not a surprising find, since 
Brent's excavations yielded no less than fourteen similar vessels. It is 
wheel-turned with a smooth grey finish and decorated with a lightly 
impressed rouletted chevron design, similar but more complex than 
that of the bottle from Grave 156 in the Buckland cemetery at 

13 The writer received kind assistance from Mr Dennis Wheatley of the Department 
of Physics and Computing, Polytechnic of East London. 
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Dover.14 Of the latter, Vera Evison has speculated that it might be 
the work of a Kentish potter rather than a Continental export.15 The 
Sarre bottle has been wire-cut from the wheel very carelessly, and 
will not stand straight. It seems unlikely that such an obvious waster 
would have been included in a shipment of what were surely luxury 
goods. 

Buckles and textiles 
Fragmentary remains of a small bronze buckle (not illustrated) were 
found in Grave 275. The iron buckle from Grave 290 has three 
dome-headed bronze rivets, and is of a common sixth- to seventh-
century type. The back of its well-preserved sheet iron plate retained 
a fabric trace. Textiles so represented are dealt with in Appendix I, as 
is also the gold braid from Grave 285. The composition of the latter 
as determined by X-ray fluorescence was: Gold 96.59%, Silver 
2.65%, and Copper 0.75%. 

Weapons 
Grave 275 yielded a sword that had escaped plough destruction by 
perhaps a season, see Fig. 3, plan and section, and Fig. 4, 2. It is 
91 cm. in length overall, with a maximum blade width of 6 cm. 
A radiograph of the blade shows the feint herring-bone shadow of 
pattern-welded construction with added cutting edges. The tang and 
shoulder of the blade exhibit traces of a hilt and guard, presumably of 
bone, while the downward side of the blade has retained remains of a 
wooden scabbard. 

As excavated, the end of the tang was seen to be associated with 
the fragmentary remains of a small iron ring and some sort of link 
attachment. This suggests that the sword belongs in the class of 
'ring-hilted' swords, albeit without the complex and decorative hilt 
furniture usual in such weapons. The function of the ring is to attach 
two straps or cords (usually of leather) to the sword pommel. These 
join and terminate in a weighted end, the 'sword knot', sometimes a 
large bead-like object. The swordsman passes his hand between the 
straps when drawing the sword, and is thus still connected with it if he 
loses his grip of the hilt, an important precaution against the shocks 
of hand-to-hand fighting, especially cavalry encounters. In the series 

14 V.I. Evison, Dover: Buckland Anglo-Saxon Cemetery (1987), see Grave 156. 
15 Ibid., 92. 
16 H.R.E. Davidson, The Sword in Anglo-Saxon England 1962. 
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of Saxon ring-hilted swords, the ring is at first loose, and is then seen 
to become a fixed loop.17 One reason for this modification (continued 
to modern ceremonial weapons) would be to do away with a rattle 
that might be embarrassing in warfare. 

A question posed by the presence of a hilt ring (and traces of a hilt) 
on the Grave 275 sword is how was the hilt secured? When swords are 
found with their metallic hilt components, it seems that the end of the 
tang has been peened over a metal plate. This is then covered by an 
ornate pommel-cap, and cap, plate, a (bone?) spacer, and a lower 
metal plate are united by four or more long bronze rivets.18 In this 
case no such components were found, although the hilt-ring appeared 
to be in situ. 

A possible explanation finds a parallel in the swords of medieval 
Japan, the hilts of which are secured by a simple bamboo pin no more 
than 4 mm. in diameter which passes through the tang. The Grave 
275 sword could have had a bone or horn pommel secured by two 
transverse pins passing under the flare of the tang end. Japanese 
practice allowed a quick change of hilt, and the costly decorative 
tsuba and fuchi-kashira of courtly dress could be exchanged for 
practical fighting components in a few minutes. A similar usage in 
some Saxon swords would account for those examples where no 
alternative fixing method is obvious, or where the hilt furniture is 
impossibly delicate for use in warfare.19 

The spear from Grave 290 has an angular rather than leaf-shaped 
blade, although of a subtle narrow lozenge form, see Fig. 9, 3. It, 
therefore, conforms more or less to Swanton's Type E2, which he 
describes as a long-lasting variety extending into the seventh century. 

Knives 
Knives conforming in shape to Evison's Type l21 were present in 
Graves 277 (Fig. 4, 5), and 285 (Fig. 5, 8). Those from Graves 275 
(Fig. 4, 1), 286 (Fig. 7, 5), 290 (Fig. 9, 1), and the second knife from 
Grave 285 (Fig. 5,5), had cutting edges more or less in line with the 
tang. The first three had curved backs, and so are similar to Evison's 
Type 4, while the knife from Grave 290 conforms to her Type 3. The 

17 Ibid. 
18 For example: Brent, op. cit., Grave LXXXVIII, 172, and Evison, op. cit. 
19 An example is the sword from Grave 105 in the Ozengell cemetery, which has 

cross-quillons of carved ivory. These would not resist a cut from an edged weapon. To 
be described in: Perkins and Grainger, 'Excavations in the Jutish Cemetery at 
Ozengell'. 

20 M.J. Swanton, A Corpus of Anglo-Saxon Spear Types, BAR 4, 1974. 
21 Evison, op. cit., 113. 
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tangs of all knives bore traces of (presumably) bone handles, while 
corrosion products on the blades seem to have preserved remains of 
wooden sheaths. The knives from Graves 286 and 290 exhibit 
'blisters' on back and cutting edge respectively, as those from Sarre 
graves not dealt with here, and others from Ozengell.22 A careful 
examination of the knife from Grave 290 suggested that these may be 
the remains of iron 'clam-shell' fittings, which, with attached suspen-
sion rings, could have been crimped on the wooden sheaths. The 
Grave 286 knife retained an excellent fabric trace, see Appendix I. 

Keys and latchlifters 
Iron keys or latchlifters were found in Graves 277, 281, and 285. The 
two keys in Grave 277 were suspended from a small iron ring, and 
were accompanied by a hook-ended object, this having what appears 
to be a sliding fitting of some kind on its shaft, see Fig. 4, 4. Could 
this be a 'keeper' designed to allow fast attachment to a girdle? 

Grave 281 contained a group of three two-pronged keys, see Fig. 5, 
2, 3, and 4, together with 1, a double hooked key or girdle hanger. 
Fragments of iron rings were associated with 2 and 3. From their 
position, these objects were probably connected on one chatelaine 
which was thrust against the side of the grave during disturbance, see 
grave plan. The fragments from Grave 285, Fig. 5, 7, are interpreted 
as parts of a key or latchlifter, as also the fragment from Grave 286, 
Fig. 7, 3. 

Grave 286 yielded a much more sophisticated key of bronze, Fig. 7, 
2. It is tempting to connect the latter with the bronze handle, Fig. 7, 
1, the bronze object 4, and the sheet bronze fragments (not illus-
trated), as being the key and some fittings belonging to a casket. 

Containers 
The eyed-hook from Grave 285 bears a wood fragment preserved by 
corrosion products, and may well be a box fastener, see Fig. 5, 6, 
while the bronze object from Grave 286 shown as Fig. 7, 6 may be a 
cup or bucket fitting. 

DISCUSSION 

A large part of discussion in Saxon cemetery publications is usually 
devoted to dating burials within the cemetery involved from their 

22 Perkins and Grainger, op. cit. 
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grave goods. Such comment would be inappropriate to the nature of 
this report. In general, available evidence suggests that the burial 
ground was in use during both the sixth and seventh centuries. 
Further conjecture requires large-scale excavation and/or a re-
appraisal of the artifacts from Brent's excavations. 

Two discoveries made at the time of writing may well throw light 
on the cemetery's setting within the Jutish landscape. Firstly, there is 
the ditch shown as N in Fig. 1, its probable antiquity being indicated 
by the dress fastener of Saxon style found therein. Was this the 
southern boundary of the cemetery? To present any barrier it would 
have to have been cut down through perhaps a metre of topsoil, a 
depth commensurate with the width of its chalk-cut floor. Such a 
one-time overburden, together with plough attrition to the chalk 
surface, would account for the very shallow chalk down-cutting of 
Grave 275 and others. These burials could once have been under 
barrow mounds, but no evidence for this was observed either in terms 
of ring ditches or circular areas of dead ground. 

The second discovery was that of the sunken-floored hut site 
situated at N in Fig. 1. This was a well cut rectangular down-cutting in 
the chalk, with post-holes mid-way across each end.23 Its rapid infill 
contained an iron buckle of Jutish type, midden material, and 
fragments of Roman tile. No evidence of nearby structures was 
observed, but a very limited area was examined due to the timetable 
and mandate of the rescue watching brief. It has seemed logical to 
locate Jutish Sarre on the then seashore and under the modern 
village. Perhaps further work will reveal a settlement on the 
downland crest, close to the site of medieval St. Giles, and within the 
defensive ditch system of the prehistoric camp.24 

The excavations described here were intended to test three hypo-
theses: (i) that the Sarre cemetery was much larger than had been 
thought; (ii) that Brent had left much of it unexcavated; (iii) that the 
remains were endangered by plough attrition. 

Hypothesis (i) can be seen as proven by Graves 273, 274, and 291. 
These extend the cemetery for at least 70 m. to the east of Brent's 
plan, while Graves 277, 282, and 288 demonstrate that the boundary 
extends at least 10 m. south of the Brent plan area. 

Hypothesis (ii) has been proved by the fact that, while sections G 
and H both passed for 50 m. through the most densely occupied part 

23 This will be described in both interim and full reports on 'The Sarre Main 
Drainage Scheme: an Archaeological Report for Southern Water' now in preparation. 

24 Ibid., and D.R.J. Perkins, 'The Selling to Thanet Trunk Water Main, Phase II, 
1987, An Interim Report', Arch. Cant., cvii (1989), 270. 
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of Brent's plan, only Grave #1 can be attributed to the excavations of 
the 1860s. 

Hypothesis (iii) was demonstrated by the act of stripping topsoil 
from chalk, when bones and metallic fragments were seen exposed in 
Graves 275,283,284,289, and 291 (27% of burials). The perils of this 
situation are illustrated by the fact that in plough-abraded Grave 275, 
while a sword had survived intact, the skull at the same level had 
been destroyed. Some graves examined were of a depth such as to 
resist ploughing out for a few years or even decades, not so their 
surface grave structures as in Graves 276 and 281. 

Since the eventual destruction of the cemetery is certain, if the land 
continues under the plough, an excavation to record the archaeologi-
cal evidence would seem imperative. An alternative previously 
recommended by the writer would be to schedule the site as an 
Ancient Monument, and to take it out of agriculture. Without the 
latter measure, albeit expensive, Sarre would share the fate of 
Thanet's other Jutish burial grounds at Monkton, Ozengell, and 
St. Peter's. These, while scheduled as Ancient Monuments, display 
annual evidence that they are being ploughed into oblivion. 

APPENDIX I: TEXTILES AND GOLD THREADS 

Elisabeth Crowfoot. 

Mineralised textiles can be identified on two metal objects: 

Grave #17. (286). 

Iron Knife see Plate I and Fig. 7.5. 
On one side of blade, area L.c.7.5, width 1.5 cm. fibres all completely mineralised, 
give a very clear cast of the weave. 
Spinning: Z one system (warp), S the other (weft), both yarns medium 

to tight twist. 
Weave: Four-shed broken diamond twill (Fig. 7,17), count c. 16-17/10 

threads per 1 cm., the warp threads close together, so that the 
wefts are only occasionally visible. 

The very clear cast suggests the fibre was wool, a good worsted, i.e. combed wool. 

Grave 22 (290) 

Iron and bronze buckle, see Fig. 9, 2. 
Underneath, on chape, area c.1.7 x 1.5 cm., fibres mineralised. 
Spinning: Z both systems, medium to loose twist. 
Weave: Tabby (plain weave), count estimated c. 14/8-10 threads per 

1 cm., taken as 7/4-5 on 5 mm. where clearest. Warp prepon-
derance again suggests a wool weave, but the surface of the 
threads is damaged. 
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Other unidentifiable mineralised textile traces both sides of the ring. 
The warp preponderance in both these textiles is typical of good class wool fabrics 

woven on the warp-weighted loom. In both cases these must have come from the upper 
garment, tunic or gown, on the body. 

The broken diamond weave (Fig. 7,17) is a favourite in northern weaving. The best 
fifth- and sixth-century examples are woven, as here, with different spinning in warp 
and weft, so that the fibres lie in the same direction when woven, a practice said to 
produce a thorn and rain-proof surface. From English remains where border- starting, 
finishing, or selvedges - are preserved, it is clear that the Z-spun yarn is normally the 
warp, as also in the long series of north European textiles studied by Bender-Jorgensen 
(Bender-Jorgensen 1986. 331-8). By the seventh century the practice is less followed, 
and Z-spinning in both yarns is common even in diamond twills. 

The twill from Grave 17 is not as fine as the best examples - counts 35-38/20-22 from 
Sutton Hoo, 32-34/23-26 from Broomfield (Crowfoot 1983. 418-22) - but is an 
excellent regular piece of weaving. The pattern is that most commonly found in 
Anglo-Saxon cemeteries; Kentish examples have been published from Dover, 
Buckland (Crowfoot 1987. 194, fig. 43; Fordcroft, Orpington (Crowfoot 1969. 51, 
fig. 6) and Coombe (Crowfoot 1967. 37-9, fig. 7). The rather small pattern unit is very 
near that of the Coombe twill. 

Gold Threads from textile: Grave 16. Sarre 1990 
One fragment preserved, 2.0 cm. long, cut gold strip folded as used in a brocaded 
pattern 6 mm. wide (Fig. 5, 10). Width of strip, variable, c. 0.6-0.75 mm., seven 
returns on 5 mm.; pressure points left by textile threads very clear, showing pattern of 
two zigzag lines and small crosses in the points. 

This is an extremely well preserved fragment, probably one complete strip cut from 
a gold-foil sheet, of excellent quality, 96.595% gold (see analysis, in grave goods 
discussion), which accounts for its bright colour, and the flexibility that has prevented 
it breaking up. The gold is described in the excavation notes as 'headdress braids', and 
the fragment must come from a band worn across the brow, or decorating the edge of a 
coif or hood. This is only one scrap of the original braid - collections of fragments from 
other Kentish graves suggest a total length of brocading of between 25 (Bifrons, 
Graves 41 or 51) and 34 cm. (Lyminge, Grave 44), and William Gibbs in describing the 
gold of his 'fillets' from Faversham, bequeathed to the South Kensington Museum in 
1873, says the length of the longest was 12 inches (Roach Smith 1873, 14). 

The only braid brocaded with flat gold strip on which textile threads are preserved is 
a fragment of the wide band from Taplow barrow, a tablet-weave, 4-hole, in fine wool. 
The nature of the patterns left on the gold strips, and the wide use of tablet-weave for 
belts, braids and borders in Anglo-Saxon cemeteries, suggest the same technique was 
used in all these gold-brocaded bands. The pattern must have been inserted during the 
weaving, not embroidered afterwards, particularly in the case of the flat gold strips. 

The bands from women's graves are clearly luxury goods, and probably of 
Continental origin; all come from Jutish cemeteries, or graves containing objects 
showing Jutish connections, and are confined to a short period, of the mid to late sixth 
century. 

Addendum: Gold Brocading from the Thanet Gas Pipeline Monkton 
During recent work on skeletal remains from Monkton Grave 23 additional fragments 
of gold strip were recovered from the skull. These are clearly from the same decoration 
as those described in the original excavation report, probably from gold brocading on a 
braid of silk or, wool worn on the woman's head (Perkins and Hawkes 1984, 107-09; 
Crowfoot, ibid. 112-13). Similar gold brocading work of the sixth century, from graves 
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in Kent or with Kentish connections were described in an earlier study (Crowfoot and 
Hawkes 1967) where their probable Frankish origin was fully discussed. 

One of the new fragments still holds the shape of the brocaded pattern, with 14 
folded returns of the gold strip on a length of c. 1.0 cm. (Fig. 9, 4). The width of the 
gold here is c. 0.6 mm. evenly cut; the pattern, which would have been inserted during 
the weaving after the passage of the main tablet-weft, repeats on 7 wefts, and is very 
close to one of those recorded from Bifrons (Crowfoot and Hawkes, op. cit., fig. 13,3). 
Parts of the other six fragments of gold show traces of this pattern, but they were too 
brittle for successful re-folding without damage to the original pressure-marks left by 
the warps. 

The amount of gold originally found would have given a length brocaded of c. 7.0 
cm., to which these lately discovered pieces add perhaps another 2-3 cm. Better 
preserved remains from other sites gave lengths varying from 18.0 (Bifrons Gr.21) to 
34 cm. (Lyminge, Grave 44), that suggest the gold decoration was confined to the 
brow, held in place perhaps by an undecorated back area hidden by the hair (if a young 
girl's snood) or the veil (if a married woman). The position of these strips underneath 
the skull would probably be due to the movement of soil by worms and the intrusive 
rootlets of the bush, after they were released by the decay of the textile threads. 
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APPENDIX II: A SIXTH-CENTURY GOLD TREMISSIS FROM SARRE 

D.M. Metcalf 

A looped gold tremissis of the sixth century (Fig. 6) was excavated in grave 17 at Sarre, 
in 1990. It is a Merovingian coin of the pseudo-imperial series, in the name of the 
Byzantine emperor Justinian I (527-65), with the reverse type of a facing victory 
carrying a wreath and a cross. It is impossible to determine exactly where and when it 
was struck, because coinage was produced at a number, perhaps a large number, of 
mint-places in Austria and Burgundy, in varying styles. Style is, therefore, not a clear 
guide to chronology. Having said that, the Sarre find is in an elegant and accomplished 
style, and is likely to be earlier rather than later. The head is small, and the bust is tall. 
The wreath-ties are in the shape of the famous boucle perdue, which in later 
deformations of the type became detached from the head and floated away to become 
part of the legend. On this coin they are still attached. The victory on the reverse is 
carefully drawn, the only defect being that she holds a cross rather than a globus 
cruciger. The legends are competent and literate, reading IVSTI - NIANVSC and 
DNIVICTVRIAVCVSTI, with CON (reading outwards) in the exergue. The DN has 
been transferred from the obverse to the reverse. Note the V in VICTVRI. The 
die-axis is regular (180°) and the weight with loop is 1.63 g. 

There are surprisingly few comparanda which are at all close in style. One may 
consult P. Grierson and M. Blackburn, Medieval European Coinage, 111-17 and 1:352 
(Anastasius), and 1:356-9 (for a variety of styles in the name of Justinian), and 1:362-4 
(for the boucle perdue). See also Belfort 5307 and 5867. Among English finds, cf. the 
looped tremissis in the name of Justin I from St. Augustine's Canterbury (C. Roach 
Smith, Collectanea Antiqua, i (1848), PI. 22,1), and also ibid., PI. 22, 5 and 7. 

APPENDIX III: GRAVE DISTURBANCE 
Most excavation reports on Anglo-Saxon cemeteries make scant mention of grave 
disturbance, and even the modern texts are sparing in detail. This is surprising, since 
the disturbances can often be attributed to antiquity, indeed to the Saxon period. In 
the complex Jutish cemeteries of Thanet with their burial groupings and grave-
structures, graves are more likely than not to be disturbed (58% of graves at Ozengell,1 

55% in this sample from Sarre). Such disturbances are surely, therefore, a social 
phenomenon worthy of study. Disturbed graves were not found during recent 
excavations in the sixth-century Jutish cemetery at Mill Hill, Deal,2 this suggesting that 
the practice on a large scale was confined either to Thanet, or to the seventh century. 
Currently available data allow no such conclusions. 

That all such acts were isolated and individual robberies is an over-simplistic view. 
Where observed by the writer in the Ozengell cemetery, they demonstrated not only a 
variety of techniques as classified below, but also a systematic application to particular 
grave groups, forms of grave, and grave structures. Much more data are needed before 
conclusions can be drawn, but those to hand give the writer to question the assumption 
that robbery was the universal motive. Among alternative explanations are the 
recovery of artifacts whose 'spirit identity' may have been thought to have departed the 
grave, and partial exhumation (perhaps as Christianising ritual). 

At Ozengell evidence of the period of disturbance took three forms. The first of 

1 The writer's unpublished notes, 'Excavations in the Jutish Cemetery at Ozengell'. 
2 Pers. comm. Mr Keith Parfitt. 
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these was negative in that, while subsoil over the entire site yielded pottery in the range 
Early Iron Age-Modern, grave fills contained no sherds later than the Dark Age 
period. 

Positively, the limited and particular nature of some disturbances suggests that they 
were carried out by persons having knowledge of the placing of objects within the 
grave. There was also the evidence of articulation. In seven cases skeletal material was 
so positioned as to establish at least partial articulation at the time of disturbance. The 
writer could find no pathologist willing to be quoted on this subject because of the 
range of environmental conditions. However, an off-the-cuff consensus, reinforced by 
the opinion of grave-diggers, limits articulation to about twenty-five years for cadavers 
(coffined) in chalk graves. In separate cases the writer discovered two adult foxes that 
had accidentally been immured in chalk rubble for twenty-two years. Both were 
reduced to clean disarticulated bone. Available evidence suggests, therefore, that 
disturbance was contemporaneous with or closely followed the use of the cemetery. 

Where robbery was the motive, gold or silver would have been the prime objective. 
There would have been little other worthwhile plunder, items of fabric would be 
ruined by association with the cadaver. Materials such as glass-ware would be 
destroyed by the burial environment, or by the act of robbery. In a few cases at 
Ozengell knives and spearheads in robbed graves appear to have been 'tried' by 
bending and rejected. Most other objects seem to have been considered worthless 
since they are found scattered in the backfill. 

What might be evidence of a grave location method was observed at Ozengell. In 
several cases the axial lip of the chalk cut grave was damaged. This was nearly always 
on the northern (uphill) side, and midway between head and foot. One reasonable 
explanation is that narrow locating trenches were being dug. 

By far the greater number of robbed graves appears to have been quickly backfilled. 
In only one case was the fill stratified with weathered surfaces and silts. Innate tidiness 
seems an unlikely explanation. Concealment would be difficult because of broadcast 
chalk dust from the fill. Perhaps prompt backfilling was simply to prevent sheep from 
falling into the holes. 

A rarely encountered factor (2d) involves the re-arrangement of disinterred bones 
and demonstrates a childlike or Rabelaisian humour on the part of the robbers. 
Perhaps this practice could be described as 'yoricking about'. 

The classes of disturbance-method and attendant factors are listed below. At 
Ozengell it was noticeable that large/wide graves or those with external structures were 
most subject to class Al disturbance. Other types of structure and smaller graves 
attracted more limited methods. Some structure classes such as those with beam slots 
(Class la, 3 and 4) seem never to have been touched. 

Classes of Grave Disturbance 

Class Sub-class 

A 1. Whole of the fill of grave disturbed and subsequently 
backfilled. 

2. As A. 1. but Factor 1. 
3. As A. 1. but new burial inserted. 

B 1. The major part of original grave fill removed, leaving a 
vertical section, this proceeding from the head of grave 
back. 

2. As B. 1. but proceeding from foot of grave. 
C 1. The major part of original grave fill removed, but the 
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D 

E 

F 

G 

Attendai 

Factor 

Factor 

2. 
1. 

2. 
1. 

2. 
1. 

2. 

1. 

2. 

tr Factors 
1. 

2. 

Factor 3. 

Factor 4. 

Factor 5. 

remaining fill cut at a pronounced oblique angle. Excavation 
from head of grave back. 
As C. 1. but excavation from foot end of grave. 
A minor part of original grave fill removed, remaining fill 
has vertical section. Excavated from head end of grave back. 
As D. 1. but excavated from foot. 
A minor part of original grave fill removed remaining fill cut 
at pronounced oblique angle. Excavated from head end of 
grave back. 
As E. 1. but excavated from foot. 
A part of original grave fill removed at centre of grave, 
leaving vertical sections. If excavation was offset towards 
head or foot of grave, the indicators (H) or (F) are added. 
As F. 1. but with one or both sides of the excavation falling 
at a pronounced oblique angle. 
Minor post-burial disturbance observed and attributable to 
human activity. 
As G. 1. but attributable to animal activity. 

Parts of the original grave fill remain within disturbed area, 
viz: (a) Sub-skeletal strata of grave, (b) Coffin traces and/or 
coffin packing, (c) Internal grave structure. 
All or part of the original skeletal material is present, and: 
(a) Bones appear to be in situ; (b) Bones have been moved 
and scattered about; (c) Bones have been moved and placed 
or stacked methodically; (d) Bones have been moved and 
placed or stacked in a humorous or capricious fashion; (e) 
Positional evidence that bones were still articulated at time 
of disturbance. 
Some of the grave goods are present, and: (a) Objects are in 
situ, (b) Objects are scattered about; (c) Objects are 
damaged in a way that indicates deliberate action, i.e. knives 
or spearheads bent at right-angles. 
Grave bears evidence that systematic methods were used to 
find it, e.g. (a) Lip of chalk-cut side of grave is cut back, 
suggesting that this is the point of encounter with a 'search-
ing trench'; (b) Probe holes. 
Sections reveal that infilling process was: (a) Rapid with 
original fill (therefore unstratified); (b) Rapid but not with 
original fill; (c) A slow infilling snowing strata (weathered 
surfaces). 
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