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Abstract 

This report presents the results of an archaeological evaluation carried out by 
Archaeology South-East on Land north of Victoria Road Ashford Kent between the 5th 
and the 8th of September 2017. The fieldwork was commissioned by CgMs Consulting 
in advance of retail development at the site. 

A total of nine trenches were excavated revealing two distinct types of geology. Brown 
sandy clay geology was encountered at a maximum height of 43.89m AOD and blue 
grey alluvium was seen at a maximum height of 43.0m AOD. Two shallow pits and 
two structures were recorded which relate to 20th century industrial activity at the site. 
A single shallow ditch containing post medieval CBM was the earliest feature 
observed. Although some of the artefacts recovered during the work pre-dated the use 
of the site as a flour mill these may well be residual and it would appear that, with the 
exception of a single ditch in Trench 1, that 20th century industrial activity at the site 
has removed any trace of earlier activity. 
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1.0.1 Archaeology South-East (ASE) was commissioned by CgMs Consulting, on 
behalf of their client, to undertake an archaeological evaluation on land at 
Victoria Road, Ashford, Kent (hereafter referred to as ‘the site’). The site is 
centred on National Grid Reference (NGR) 600943 142280 and its location is 
shown on Figure 1.] 

1.0.2 The site is part of a larger parcel of land, subject to three separate planning 
applications, and is divided into two parts, either side of Victoria Road and c. 2 
ha in total area. This archaeological evaluation is only concerned with the 
north-western part; encompassing the proposed food store.  

1.2.1 A full planning application was submitted by the applicant to Ashford Borough 
Council for a superstore (Use Class A1) with associated parking, substation, 
landscaping and access work (Planning Reference 16/01167/AS). Planning 
consent was duly granted with conditions including one relating to archaeology 
as follows: 

29 Prior to the commencement of development (except for the substation) 
the applicant, or their agents or successors in title, will secure and 
implement: 

i)archaeological field evaluation works in accordance with a specification 
and written timetable which has been submitted to and approved by the 
Local Planning Authority; and 

ii) further archaeological investigation, recording and reporting, determined 
by the results of the evaluation, in accordance with a specification and 
timetable which has been submitted to and approved by the Local Planning 
Authority 

Reason: To ensure that features of archaeological interest are properly 
examined and recorded. 

1.2.2 A written scheme of investigation (WSI) was created for the evaluation and all 
work on site was carried out in accordance with this document as well as the 
KCC specifications for archaeological evaluation.

1.3.1 According to the British Geological Survey (BGS 2017) the geology of the site 
is Weald Clay to the north of Victoria Road and deposits of the Third River 
Terrace Gravels to the south. In addition, previous geotechnical work within 
the northern land parcel demonstrated between 1.2m-2.7m of made ground. 
The topography is relatively level, located at c. 43m OD. 

1.3.2 Geotechnical investigation of the site indicated that Weald Clay lies at a depth 
of c.5-7m below the existing ground level. This is overlain by alluvium, typically 
2-5m thick, in turn overlain with deposits of modern made ground, which are 
c.1m thick on average. River Terrace Gravels were not recorded (MLM 2016).  



Eval: Land at Victoria Road, Ashford, Kent 
ASE Report No: 2017397 

© Archaeology South-East UCL 
2 

1.3.3 The site is bounded by a railway line to the north, a warehouse and car park to 
the west, Victoria Road to the south and the proposed brewery construction 
site to the east.

1.4.1 The scope of this report is to detail the findings of the evaluation which took 
place between the 5th and the 8th of September 2017. The work was under 
taken by Chris Russel with the assistance of Rob Kaleta. Site survey was 
conducted by Naomi Humphreys and Vas Tsamis. 
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2.1 The following summary is taken from a Desk-based Assessment prepared by 
CgMs Consulting, with due acknowledgement (CgMs 2016). 

2.2 There is little evidence of prehistoric activity within the vicinity the site. Some 
evidence of a possible Iron Age settlement activity was found to the southeast. 
Elsewhere, occasional finds of prehistoric date have been recovered, including 
two poorly provenanced surface finds of Palaeolithic artefacts (TR04SW446, 
TR04), a Bronze Age dagger (TR04SW10) and a palstave axe (TR04SW11).  

2.3 A possible Roman settlement was identified some distance to the south and 
southeast and the possible route of the Roman road from Benenden to 
Canterbury Roman Road lies close to the eastern boundary of the site. 

2.4 Other finds of Roman date from the area include a cremation burial in Albert 
Road and residual Roman pottery identified during evaluation at The North 
School. 

2.5  The only Anglo-Saxon remains in central Ashford are 7th century inhumation 
burials identified to the north. The Domesday Book records the manor of 
Essetesford with two villagers, 15 smallholders, three slaves, a church, a priest, 
two mills with a value of 100 shillings. 

2.6  Ashford is understood to have developed as a small market town during the 
medieval period. A market was granted in 1243, and the church was rebuilt in 
1483. The only medieval building in the vicinity is the Mummerys, to the north 
of the site. Archaeological investigations on the brewery site to the immediate 
north of Victoria Road identified a possible medieval field boundary ditch (ASE
2017b).  

2.7 Post-medieval maps show the site as open land to the south of the historic core 
of Ashford until the construction of the Victoria Flour Mills in 1890. The Victoria 
Flour Mills comprised a steam powered flour mill constructed by H.S. Pledge 
and Sons c.1890, and with alteration continued in operation until demolition 
following a fire in 1983 (TR04SW401, TR01013 42247; Entec 2007; EH/KCC 
2004). 

2.8 The Second Edition Ordnance Survey of 1898 shows that Victoria Road has 
been laid out with the site depicted as mainly open land with the western end 
of the flour mills in the north-eastern corner. The Third Edition Ordnance 
Survey of 1907 shows a building within the western boundary of the site, and 
the Revised Ordnance Survey of 1933 shows further development with 
additional buildings depicted within the site. 

2.9 The archaeological investigations on the brewery site north of Victoria Road  
immediately east of the current site recorded red brick and concrete structural 
features related to the late 19th century school complex (ASE 2017b).  
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2.10.1 The broad aims of the evaluation were: 

 To assess the character, extent, preservation, significance, date and quality 
of any archaeological remains and deposits. 

 To assess how they might be affected by the development of the site; 

 To establish the extent to which previous groundworks and/or other 
processes have affected archaeological deposits at the site; and

 To assess what options should be considered for mitigation (e.g. further 
archaeological investigation and recording and/or engineering design to 
allow for meaningful preservation in situ). 

2.10.2 Specific aims were: 

 Determine the presence/absence of prehistoric, roman or medieval remains; 

 Identify the location of the C19th properties on the site and characterise any 
remaining structures or cultural material. 

2.10.3 Investigation of the site also has the potential to address the following research 
priorities identified in the draft South East Research Framework: 

 Romano-British: Funerary practice in the Roman period; Communications  -
aid in completing the main road network;

 Medieval: the role of industry and trade in shaping settlement and the 
development and maintenance of towns and roads systems as well as the 
organization of industrial and non-industrial space, concepts of ‘place’ and 
‘landscape’, and social differentiation;

 Post-medieval: the space within towns as well as buildings. 
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3.1.1 The trial trench evaluation comprised of the mechanical excavation of seven 
20m x 1.8m trenches and two 10m trenches as shown on Figure 2.

3.1.2 A Risk Assessment was produced prior to the commencement of the work. The 
locations of all the trenches was checked with a CAT scanner prior to the 
commencement of excavation. 

3.1.3 The trenches were excavated using a suitable mechanical excavator. The 
trenches were excavated through undifferentiated topsoil and modern made 
ground in spits of no more than 0.10m, with artefact recovery taking place every 
scrape until archaeological deposits were encountered or the top of the 
underlying natural sediments reached. The excavator was fitted with a smooth 
grading bucket and care was taken that archaeological deposits were not 
damaged due to over machining.  

3.1.4 The trenches were excavated through made ground to the top of the alluvial 
deposit where possible.

3.1.5 All recording and analysis was undertaken in accordance with the WSI and the 
KCC Manual of Specification for Archaeological evaluation (Part B). Spoil from 
the excavations was inspected by the ASE archaeologist to recover any 
artefacts or ecofacts of archaeological interest.  

3.1.6 The KCC Archaeological Officer was kept informed of progress and given the 
opportunity to attend site once all the trenches were opened. 

3.1.7 All archaeological features were recorded according to standard ASE practice. 
Where practicable, all features were planned using a DGPS and section/wall 
elevation drawings were made  at 1:10. Drawings were made on plastic 
draughting film. Features and deposits were described on standard pro-forma 
recording sheets used by ASE. All remains were levelled with respect to 
Ordnance Survey datum. A photographic record was made in digital format.  

3.2.1 Trenches 2, 3, 7 and 9 contained services which were treated as live and 
avoided. 

3.2.2 Trenches 3, 4 and 7 contained modern structural features which were too 
substantial to be removed. Excavation was undertaken either side of these 
structures where practical. 

3.2.3  Trenches 5 and 8 were obstructed by features connected with the construction 
of a new electrical substation on site. These were excavated in an ‘L’ shape in 
order to avoid these obstructions and retain the intended length of the trenches 
as far as possible. 
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3.3.1 The site archive is currently held at the offices of ASE and will be deposited in
Ashford Museum in due course.  

Context sheets 21
Section sheets 1
Plans sheets 0
Colour photographs 0
B&W photos 0
Digital photos 127
Context register 1
Drawing register 1
Watching brief forms 0
Trench Record forms 9

 Table 1: Quantification of site paper archive 

Bulk finds (quantity e.g. 1 bag, 1 box, 0.5 box 
0.5 of a box )

1 box

Registered finds (number of) 1
Flots and environmental remains from bulk 
samples 

0

Palaeoenvironmental specialists sample 
samples (e.g. columns, prepared slides)

0

Waterlogged wood 0
Wet sieved environmental remains from bulk 
samples

0

Table 2: Quantification of artefact and environmental samples 
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[1/001] Deposit Made Ground Tr. Tr. 0.30
[1/002] Deposit Topsoil Tr. Tr. 0.45
[1/003] Deposit Subsoil Tr. Tr. 0.38
[1/004] Deposit Sandy Clay 

Geology
Tr. Tr. - 43.89

[1/005] Cut Cut of ditch 1.8 1.6 0.35
[1/006] Fill Fill of ditch 1.8 1.6 0.35

  
Table 3:  Trench 1 list of recorded contexts 

4.1.1 The geological horizon was encountered at 43.89m AOD. The geology 
consisted of orange brown sandy clay [1/004] with sandstone inclusions. This 
was overlain by loose, orange brown silt subsoil [1/003] which in turn was 
overlain by loose dark grey brown topsoil [1/002]. The southern portion of the 
trench contained a modern made ground deposit [1/001]. A single ditch was 
observed in the north of the trench. This consisted of a moderately sloped cut 
[1/005] with a concave rounded base filled with medium grey brown silty clay 
fill [1/006], which contained a single fragment of mid-post medieval peg tile. 

  

[2/001] Deposit Concrete Tr. Tr. 0.40
[2/002] Deposit Upper Made 

Ground
Tr. Tr. 0.28

[2/003] Deposit Alluvium Tr. Tr. - 42.74
[2/005] Layer Subsoil 1.8 1.6 0.20
[2/006] Masonry Brick wall 2.5 0.25 0.30
[2/007] Cut Foundation cut 2.5 0.30 -
[2/008] Fill Foundation 2.5 0.30 -

  
Table 4:  Trench 2 list of recorded contexts 

4.2.1 The geological horizon was encountered at 42.74m AOD and consisted of stiff 
blue grey alluvium [2/003]. This was overlain by loose, orange brown silt 
subsoil [2/005], identical to that described above as [1/003]. This was overlain 
by loose, modern brick rubble made ground [2/002] with the sequence capped 
by concrete [2/001]. A 20th century brick wall [2/006] was encountered in the 
east of the trench, constructed within foundation cut [2/007], which had been 
backfilled with yellow, sandy mortar [2/008]. Beyond the wall at the extreme 
east of the trench, the clay [2/004] had been truncated and back filled with 
loose brickwork and scrap metal. This was excavated to 1.2m below ground 
level but the trench edges proved extremely unstable and this portion of the 
trench was back filled as soon as possible for safety reasons. 

4.2.2 No archaeological deposits, features or finds were encountered within the 
trench.
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[3/001] Deposit Concrete Tr. Tr. 0.5
[3/002] Deposit Upper Made 

Ground
Tr. Tr. 1.2

[3/003] Deposit Sandy clay
geology

Tr. Tr. - 42.94

[3/004] Cut Cut of ditch 2.0 2.5 -
[3/005] Fill Fill of ditch 2.0 2.5 0.20
[3/006] Deposit Blue grey 

alluvium
7.0 Tr. - 43.02

  
Table 5:  Trench 3 list of recorded contexts 

4.3.1 The geological horizon was encountered at 42.94m AOD in the south of the 
trench and at 43.03 in the north. The geology consisted of orange brown clay 
silt [3/003] identical to that encountered in Trench 1. Further north, stiff blue 
grey alluvium [3/006] was encountered. These deposits were directly overlain 
by loose brick rubble [3/002] which was seen to a maximum depth of 1.2m in 
the south of the trench. The trench sequence was capped by concrete. A single 
linear cut feature [3/004] was observed in the south of the excavation. This 
appeared to be filled by blue grey clay [3/005] which was identical to that 
described above. Unfortunately this feature was seen at the limit of safe 
working and could not be hand excavated. It also appeared to contain 
asbestos. A modern steel tank was noted in the north of the trench which had 
been back filled with loose brick rubble. This was observed to a depth of 1.2m. 

[4/001] Deposit Concrete Tr. Tr. 0.3
[4/002] Deposit Upper Made 

Ground
Tr. Tr. 0.40

[4/003] Deposit Lower made 
ground

Tr. Tr. 0.22

[4/004] Deposit Blue grey 
alluvium

Tr. Tr. - 42.92

  
Table 6:  Trench 4 list of recorded contexts 

4.4.1 The geological horizon was encountered at around 43m AOD. This consisted 
of stiff blue grey alluvium [4/004] as described above. Fragments of peg tile 
were collected from the surface of the alluvium but these may well have been 
intrusive. This was overlain by dark grey brown plastic clay made ground 
[4/003], which was overlain in turn by loose brick rubble made ground [4/002] 
and concrete [4/001]. A modern reinforced concrete wall was noted in the west 
of the trench and three concrete piles were seen in the east. No earlier features 
were observed. 

4.4.2 No archaeological deposits, features or finds were encountered within the 
trench. 
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[5/001] Deposit Topsoil Tr. Tr. 0.15
[5/002] Deposit Subsoil Tr. Tr. 0.20
[5/003] Deposit Sandy clay

geology
Tr. Tr. - 42.35

  
Table 7:  Trench 5 list of recorded contexts 

4.5.1 Trench 5 was excavated in an ‘L’ shape to avoid on site obstructions. Sandy 
clay geology [5/003] was encountered at 42.35m AOD in Trench 5. This was 
overlain by silty subsoil [5/002] and topsoil [5/001]. These deposits were 
identical to those described for Trench 1. No archaeological deposits, features 
or finds were encountered within the trench. 

  

[6/001] Deposit Topsoil Tr. Tr. 0.5
[6/002] Deposit Subsoil Tr. Tr. 1.2
[6/003] Deposit Sandy clay

geology
Tr. Tr. -

[6/004] Deposit Made ground 2.0 2.5 -
[6/005] Deposit Made ground 2.0 2.5 0.20
[6/006] Deposit Rubble made 

ground
7.0 Tr. -

[6/007] Masonry Surface 0.85 0.4 0.2
[6/008] Masonry Wall 

Foundation
1.8 1.4 0.55

[6/009] Masonry Surface 4.0 0.4 0.2
[6/010] Masonry Wall 

foundation
3.0 0.4 0.4

[6/011] Masonry Surface 1.75 0.35 0.15

Table 8:  Trench 6 list of recorded contexts 

4.6.1 The geological horizon was encountered at 42.17m AOD in the south of Trench 
6. This consisted of sandy clay geology [6/003]. This was overlain by silty 
subsoil [6/002] and topsoil [6/001]. These deposits were as described for 
Trench 1. A complex of structural features were observed at the northern end 
of the trench. This consisted of three fragmented concrete rendered surfaces 
on shallow composite bases ([6/007], [6/009] and [6/0011]). These were seen 
to be on a north-east to south-west alignment. There was a void between these 
surfaces containing the remnants of a composite wall or wall foundation [6/010] 
on the same alignment. These elements respected a more substantial east-
west wall [6/008] which had foundations of around 0.50m depth. These 
structures were overlain by three distinct made ground deposits [6/004] 
(concrete), [6/005] dark brown silty clay and loose brick rubble [6/006]. The 
north of the trench was disturbed by services.  
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[7/001] Deposit Topsoil 10 Tr. 0.4
[7/002] Deposit Subsoil 10 Tr. 0.2
[7/003] Deposit Alluvium 7.0 Tr. - 42.85
[7/004] Layer Concrete 2.0 2.5 0.25
[7/005] Deposit Rubble made 

ground
2.0 2.5 0.35

[7/006] Deposit Redeposited 
clay

7.0 Tr. -

  
Table 9:  Trench 7 list of recorded contexts 

4.7.1 The geological horizon was encountered at 42.85m AOD in the east of Trench 
7 and consisted of blue grey alluvium [7/003]. This was overlain by a distinct 
layer of compact redeposited clay [7/006], rubble made ground [7/005] and 
concrete [7/004]. A reinforced concrete wall was seen approximately mid 
trench which was too substantial to remove. The west of the trench contained 
a cluster of services and consequently the alluvium was only reached in a 
limited area.  

4.7.2 No archaeological deposits, features or finds were encountered within the 
trench. 

  

[8/001] Deposit Topsoil Tr. Tr. 0.4
[8/002] Deposit Subsoil Tr. Tr. 0.2
[8/003] Deposit Sandy clay 

geology
Tr. Tr. - 42.26

[8/004] Cut Cut of shallow 
pit

0.8 0.6 0.1

[8/005] Fill Fill of pit 0.8 0.6 0.1
  

Table 10:  Trench 8 list of recorded contexts 

4.8.1 This trench had to be excavated in an ‘L’ shape to avoid on-site obstructions. 
Sandy clay geology [8/003] was encountered at around 42.26m AOD. This was 
overlain by silty subsoil [8/002] and topsoil [8/001], identical to the deposits 
seen in trench 1. A single shallow pit or post hole was noted in Trench 8 
comprising an irregular ovoid cut [8/004] filled with dark grey sandy silt [8/005] 
containing a single fragment of abraded post-medieval peg tile and animal
bone.
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[9/001] Deposit Topsoil Tr. Tr. 0.15
[9/002] Deposit Upper made 

ground
Tr. Tr. 0.25

[9/003] Deposit Lower made 
ground

Tr. Tr. 0.25 43.20

[9/004] Deposit Blue grey 
alluvium

0.8 0.6 -

[9/005] Cut Cut of shallow 
pit

0.8 0.6 0.18

[9/006] Fill Fill of shallow 
pit

0.18

  
Table 11:  Trench 9 list of recorded contexts 

4.8.1 Blue grey alluvium [9/004] was encountered at around 43.20m AOD in Trench 
9. This was overlain by dark grey brown made ground [9/003] which was, in 
turn overlain by rubble made ground [9/002]. The sequence was capped by a 
thin layer of topsoil [9/001]. A single shallow feature was noted in the trench, 
which comprised an irregular oval cut [9/005] filled by dark grey brown fine clay 
silt [9/006]. Trench 9 was bisected by a modern service. 
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5.1.1 A small assemblage of finds was recovered and were washed, and dried or air 
dried as appropriate. Bulk finds were subsequently quantified by count and 
weight and were bagged by material and context (Table 12). Two objects were 
issued unique registered finds numbers and are described in section 5.6. All
finds have been packed and stored following CIfA guidelines (2014c).  

1/006 1 31
2/006 7 11,117
3/006 1 21
4/004 5 123
6/004 5 497 1 29 1 384
6/010 1 5,208
8/005 9 367

Table 12: Finds quantification 

5.2.1 Twenty-four pieces of ceramic building material (CBM) weighing 16,867g were 
hand-collected from six contexts across six trenches: [1/006], [2/006], [3/006], 
[4/004], [6/010] and [8/005]. All the material was quantified by form, weight and 
fabric and recorded on standard recording forms. This information was then 
entered into a digital Excel spreadsheet. Fabric descriptions were developed 
with the aid of a x20 binocular microscope and use the following conventions: 
frequency of inclusions as sparse, moderate, common or abundant; the size of 
inclusions as fine (up to 0.25mm), medium (up to 0.25 and 0.5mm), coarse 
(0.5-1.0mm) and very coarse (larger than 1.0mm).  

5.2.2 Peg tile fragments were collected from all the contexts with the exception of 
[2/006] and [6/010]. Two roof tile fabrics were apparent, T1 and T2, 
descriptions for which are described below in Table 13. Neither can be that 
well dated; T1 (recorded in the Museum of London (MOLA) typology as 3201 
and in the Canterbury Archaeological Trust (CAT) typology as 32) is a very 
common fabric type across the south east, with a use period from the 15th-19th

century. These examples did not look particularly recent, and, on several, the 
moulding sand was mostly worn away, so a mid-post-medieval date (c. 16th-
18th century) is suggested for these.  

5.2.3 Fragments of T2 tile were limited to contexts [4/004] and [8/005], and were 
generally in a much more abraded state than the T1 pieces. One fragment from 
[4/004] was slightly burnt.  

5.2.4 The bricks samples were from [2/006], and comprise of four bricks in fabric 
3038, three of which were still attached as a fragment of wall, and three loose 
3035 bricks. The same hard, grainy beige-coloured cement was present on all 
of the 3038 bricks and two of the 3035 bricks. Fabric 3035 is a post-1666 fabric, 
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becoming most popular in the 19th century, although these examples may date 
later. Fletton brick fabric 3038 is one of the most widespread brick fabrics ever 
to be used, with a date range from the early 1900s-1960s. The examples here 
most likely belong to the latter end of this period.  

T1 Pale, pink-beige fabric with common calcareous speckle. (CAT 32 / MOLA 3201)

T2 Orange fabric with paler orange marbling and sparse iron-rich pellets up to 2mm.
3035 Generally yellow fabric with common burnt black ash and chalk inclusions (up to 

4mm). Scatter of quartz (up to 0.6mm).
3038 Fletton brick fabric. Very hard and distinctive granular fabric with numerous small 

white inclusions.
 

Table 13: Fabric descriptions for ceramic building material 

5.2.5 In addition to the brick and tile described above a large chunk of modern hard 
core was collected from [6/010]. 

 by Elke Raemen 

5.3.1 A small assemblage comprising five pieces of ironwork (weight 497g) was 
recovered from [6/004]. Included is a bolt, a general purpose hand wrought 
nail, a rectangular sheet (156 x 51mm), a rectangular nut with screw thread 
and an industrial-size ring-headed bolt or pin, possibly for machinery. The 
group is of mid-18th to mid-20th-century date. 

 by Hayley Forsyth-Magee 

5.4.1 Just one specimen of animal bone weighing 29g was recovered from the 
excavation. The bone was retrieved through hand-collection from context 
[6/004] and is in a moderate state of preservation with some signs of surface 
erosion evident. The bone has been identified as a pig tibia shaft fragment with 
evidence of butchery in the form of saw marks to the distal end of the shaft. 
This butchery is suggestive of carcass portioning for domestic consumption. 
No evidence of burning, gnawing, non-metric traits or pathology was observed.  

by Luke Barber
 
5.5.1 Context [6/004] produced two conjoining pieces, making up approximately 50% 

of a 9mm thick, 188mm diameter rotary disc whetstone with 21mm diameter 
central mounting aperture. The piece is composed of a brown grey artificial 
stone containing notable fine/medium quartz. One side of the disc is stamped 
with an oval cartouche containing the figure of a deer or horse and illegible 
writing. A 19th- century date is suspected for the piece. 
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6.1.1 Two geological deposits were noted during the evaluation. A sandy clay 
geology was noted in Trenches1, 2, 3, 5, 7 and 8, recorded between 42.17 and
43.89m AOD. Blue grey alluvium was seen in Trenches 2, 4, 7 and 9, recorded 
between 42.74 and 43m AOD. Two linear features were observed, one of 
which ([1/005]) contained post medieval peg tile and the other ([3/004]) could 
not be fully investigated for safety reasons. Two shallow pits were seen in 
Trenches 8 and 9 but these were almost certainly late post-medieval or modern 
in date. Modern structural features were recorded in Trenches 2 and 6. 

6.2.1 Only trenches 5 and 8 showed no sign of disturbance with apparently intact 
topsoil, subsoil and geology sequences. Trench 1 had modern dumping or 
made ground at one end but seemed otherwise undisturbed. All other trenches 
revealed layers of made ground, demolition deposits, services and very 
modern structural features.  

6.3.1 The earliest feature on site appears to be the shallow ditch recorded in Trench 
1, which may predate the industrial development of the site in the late 19th and 
20th century. This corner of the site appears to have remained largely 
undeveloped according to historic mapping (CgMS 2016) and the ditch may 
relate to the post-medieval arable use of the site. 

6.3.2 All other features and structures are thought to be associated with the use of 
the site as a flour mill or are related to its recent demolition, although no walls 
or structures appear to correspond exactly with structures shown on the 1960s 
OS map, which shows the largest scale development of the site (Figure 9). 
However, the 20th century wall at the northern end of trench 2 is on a similar 
alignment and close to the small-scale structures shown on the OS map.

6.4.1 The evaluation at Victoria Road was unable to answer any of the research 
questions set out in section 2. Although some of the artefacts recovered during 
the work pre-dated the use of the site as a flour mill these are likely to be 
residual and it would appear, with the exception of a single ditch in Trench 1, 
that 20th century industrial activity at the site has removed any trace of earlier 
activity. 

6.5.1 The archaeological evaluation successfully recorded the nature and survival of 
archaeological remains on site. The work demonstrated the degree of 
disturbance associated with the use of the site as a flour mill and its subsequent 
demolition, which has affected the majority of the site. Undisturbed deposits 
only survived in three of the nine trenches and a single post-medieval ditch is 
though the pre-date the industrial use of the site.  
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