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1. SUMMARY 
 

1.1. An archaeological pre-determination evaluation consisting of four test pits was carried out on 
land at the site of St James the Great Church in East Malling, Kent 

 
1.2. The pre-determination was carried out to investigate the likelihood of in-situ burials being 

present and at risk of damage from the proposed development at the site. 
 

1.3. The evaluation determined that a minimum of fourteen individuals were encountered in the four 
test pits, and in-situ burials present in two configurations: one shroud, supine burial, east-west at 
a depth of c.0.6m in test pit 3; a discrete deposit of the disarticulated remains of two individuals 
in a charnel pit at a depth of c.0.6m in test pit 4, and the disarticulated remains of a further 
eleven individuals at a variety of depths across all four test pits. 

 
1.4. Stratigraphy in test pit 4 demonstrates a mixed deposit of building material in the upper levels 

above a mixed deposit of material making up the ‘made-ground’ mentioned in the DBA and WSI, 
which constitutes most of the deposit on the site.   

 
1.5. Trench 4 demonstrates a grave cut into a sandy layer of mixed material inconsistent with the 

made ground in the other trenches and may have been a separate deposit. 
 

1.6. Trenches 5 and 6 contained one layer of deposited material, which contained a mix of pottery, 
CBM and human bone. These trenches were not excavated to a depth consistent with trenches 3 
and 4, which may have demonstrated further discrete burials. 

 
1.7. These human remains are likely to have been deposited in a Christian burial and their grave 

markers removed at some stage. As human remains were found in 100% of the evaluation 
trenches, it is recommended that the site be stripped by machine to the maximum depth 
required by the contractors to support the development under an agreed archaeological 
condition. There is unlikely to be archaeology related to built or dug features in the imported 
made-ground. However, all human remains would be lifted as they are encountered, and 
stratigraphy recorded to determine the phasing of any deposits on the site. 
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2. INTRODUCTION 
 

2.1. Archaeological investigations have been carried out on behalf of the Incumbent and the Church 
Warden at St James the Great Church, East Malling, Kent, on land adjacent to the church and 
associated burial ground. The site is undergoing a planning application to construct a discrete 
building housing a meeting room and toilets, and the plans included a proposition to drill piled 
foundations. To establish appropriate conditions to impose for archaeological mitigation, a pre-
determination evaluation of the site was requested by the Kent County Council Senior 
Archaeological Officer, emphasising the possibility of encountering burials. As part of the pre-
determination of the site, trenches were laid out over the location of 4 of the 12 proposed piles. 
 

2.2. A Ministry of Justice authorisation was obtained based on the likelihood of finding human 
remains in-situ. 
 

2.3. The Church Warden commissioned the work at St James’, and the work was carried out over five 
days by Darnley Archaeological Services Limited in June 2021. 
 

3. AIMS & OBJECTIVES  
 

3.1. The objectives of the development project are to: 
 
Construct a toilet block and meeting room for the visitors to the Church using piled supports as 
opposed to trench foundations due to insufficient integrity in the matrix of the ‘made ground’ as 
detailed in the Desk-based Assessment (Darnley Archaeological Services, 2021) and the borehole 
survey (GERL, 2020). 
 

3.2. The general aim of the archaeological investigations was to undertake evaluation work on the 
made-ground adjacent to the church yard, which is the site of the proposed development. 
Borehole reporting indicates the ground consists of imported and/or redistributed soils to a depth 
of c.2.7m.1 It has not been established: 
 
a) when the site ground had been made up; 

 
b) in the absence of detailed church records, the extent to which burials or re-burials had taken 
place in the site ground 
 

3.3. The key archaeological consideration for the site's development is to avoid the disturbance of in-
situ burials that may not be known or recorded.  Therefore, the main objectives of the pre-
determination were: 
 

 
1 Ground and Environmental Resources Ltd, 2020, Report on Ground Investigations on behalf of St James 
Church. 
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 To gain information about the presence or absence, character, extent, date, 
integrity, state of preservation and quality of any archaeological deposits and 
artefacts relating to the church of St James the Great or any human remains 
connected to the burial ground. 
 

 To establish the date, character and significance of any archaeological and 
palaeoenvironmental deposits, including other similar features in the area. 
 

 To assess the level of survival of archaeological remains related to the use of the 
site and record them before the piles are inserted. 

 
 To ensure the correct and suitable treatment of any human remains found on the 

site in accordance with the guidance from the Advisory Panel on the Archaeology of 
Burials in England and CIfA. 

 

 To ensure there is a permanent record of the work undertaken deposited with the 
local Historic Environment Record (HER) and made available online. 

 

 To ensure all work is undertaken in compliance with the Code of Conduct of the 
Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA) (2019) and relevant Historic England 
and CIfA standards and guidance. 

 
 

3.4. The results of the pre-determination evaluation will help the KCC Archaeological Officer 
determine the appropriate archaeological condition(s) to apply to the planning application. 
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4. METHODOLOGY 
 

4.1. The Archaeological pre-determination evaluation is comprised of four trenches. 
 

4.2. Four trenches represented 33% of the proposed 12 piled foundations. The pile locations were 
established using a GNSS system, and the pile locations were marked with pegs and survey paint. 
A 1m x 1m trench was marked out over 4 of the locations, with the pile location as a centre point. 
The trenches were excavated using hand tools, with the turf and topsoil removed first and set 
aside.  
 

4.3. Exposed archaeological deposits and artefacts were cleaned by hand, photographed and 
recorded according to CIfA guidelines. All layers features and fills were given a unique number 
and described on proforma context sheets. These were drawn in plan and section. Heights for 
layers and features were recorded using GNSS. 
 

4.4. Artefacts observed were retained from the identified features, deposits and spoil heaps. Human 
remains were analysed in-situ to identify their orientation or location and whether they had been 
deposited randomly. Further desk-based analysis of the remains determined whether the 
deposits were from a dingle individual and the age and characteristics of the person buried. 
 

4.5. The trenches were backfilled on completion of the excavations. 
 

4.6. Finds recovered from the evaluation trenches, including human remains, were bagged according 
to their stratigraphic context, washed and analysed. These were spot dated and assessed by 
relevant experts. The human remains were stored in the church during the evaluation project and 
subsequently stored by Darnley Archaeological Services in a secure environment during the 
analytic stage. 
 

4.7. All human remains found on the site were handled in accordance with the guidance from the 
Advisory Panel on the Archaeology of Burials in England and CIfA, removed and stored under 
Licence For The Removal of Human Remains: 21-0227 (see Appendix C). 

 
4.8. A unique site code has been assigned by Darnley Archaeological Services Limited (SJEM21-EV). 

This has been used on all the written material, drawings and finds bags. On completion of the 
project, the site archive will be handed over to the Incumbent at St James the Great and the 
human remains will be re-interred according to the Vicar’s policy. 
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5. LOCATION, TOPOGRAPHY & GEOLOGY 
 

5.1. The Proposed Development Site is located adjacent to a Grade I listed building, St James the 
Great Church in East Malling, Kent (Fig. 6). 

 

 
(Fig 1: Site location - Extract from Block Plan of Site, source: Thomas Ford and Partners) 

 

 
(Fig 2: site looking east)            (Fig 3: site looking west) 

 
  

5.2. According to the British Geological Survey 1:50,000 scale geological map, the site is situated upon 
the Hythe Formation of the Lower Greensand Group deposited during the Aptian epoch. No 
superficial deposits are recorded. 
 

5.3. A borehole survey commissioned by the client and carried out by Ground and Environmental 
Services Limited in September 2020 identified the geology of the site as consisting of ‘made’ 
ground of 2.2m – 2.7m in thickness atop typical deposits of the Hythe Formation (GESL, 2020) 
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(Appendix C) 
  

5.4. The site is located on good agricultural land gently sloping downwards toward the Medway River 
valley. 

 

(Fig 4: Site in county context) 
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(Fig 5: Site in regional context) 
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(Fig 6: Site in the local context) 
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6. ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
 

6.1. Archaeological Background  
 

6.1.1. There is no evidence of Palaeolithic settlement or activity in the study area, although two 
handaxes were found in Malling Heath, approximately 1.5 kilometres from the site (TQ 65 NE 
431). 
 

6.1.2. Finds possibly relating to the Mesolithic and Neolithic eras have been discovered within the 
study area 300 metres east of the site, although the dating is indeterminate and ranges from 
Early Mesolithic to Middle Bronze Age, there are several flint implements suggesting settlement 
up to the Middle Bronze Age. 
 

6.1.3. The Iron Age is represented in the mixed finds associated with the excavation of the Roman villa 
site, TQ 75 NW 6 (see below). The possibility of an earlier settlement pre-dating the Roman 
occupation is possible due to the discovery of Belgic pottery at the site, indicating continuity of 
occupation over-lapping periods. A copper-alloy Iron Age coin was discovered approximately 
700 metres south of the Roman building, supporting the evidence of Iron Age occupation  
 

6.1.4. There is extensive evidence for Roman occupation in the study area. A comprehensive Roman 
building was discovered approximately 100 metres south of the site and was excavated in 1955 
by trial trenches at the exterior of the building’s walls. A fragment of wall mosaic was found 
among Roman roof tiles and other evidence of building destruction. The presence of a wall 
mosaic indicates a high-status residence and is comparatively rare (Arch Cant, lxxi, 228-229). 
The site was again excavated in 1965 more comprehensively and revealed evidence of 
occupation from the 1st to 4th centuries AD. The Belgic ware identified was contained within ‘an 
enclosure rather than a habitation which may well underlie the Roman building to the South” 
(Arch Cant, lxxx, 257). The HER database contains multiple finds, including ceramics, coins, 
ceramic building material, painted plaster and Evidence of extensive robbing of material from 
the site was recorded, some of which contributed to the fabric of the church of St James the 
Great. Roman brick forms part of the fabric in the oldest part of the church. Still, Roman building 
material is visible in the blocked-out windows on the north transept, suggesting that either 
Roman material was re-used following the demolition of an earlier part of the church or that 
material was still plentiful when the adaptations were made.  
 
According to individual local accounts, which cannot be verified, excavations on the road 
directly outside the entrance to the church boundary to the west of the front entrance revealed 
a Roman drain which followed the alignment of The Grange leading directly from the Roman 
building site running north-west and passing west of the church boundary. The drain level, 
which may have been placed within the gully or channel of a pre-existing road, is consistent with 
the earliest topography of the survey area sloping down in a northerly direction towards 
Bradbourne House. This purported road would possibly link up with the A20, which underwent 
excavation at West Malling in 1897 and claimed as a Roman ‘military road’ into the centre of 
which a ‘sort of water channel’ was cut (Arch Cant xxiii, 9). The 1839 Ditton Tithe Map shows a 
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path following the exact route that this ‘road’ would have been expected to follow, parallel to 
New Road. There is also a large ditch following the same direction and visible in the LiDAR maps 
of the field to the north of the survey area, which may pre-date any road and represent an 
earlier boundary or trackway. 
 
Roman coins, a copper alloy bow brooch and harness fitting were found within the grounds of 
Bradbourne House and along New Road, which follows the alignment from the Roman Villa site 
along The Grange, further supporting the possibility of a road or pathway associated with the 
Roman building and passing the church and site to the east. Roman finds were located south of 
the villa building, including another copper-alloy brooch, and various finds were recovered 
within the site of the Roman building during excavations and subsequently in the gardens of The 
Grange. 
 

6.1.5. Early medieval evidence is absent from the study area despite the suggestion of continuous 
occupation before and since. Elevation models of the churchyard (Figs 26, 27 & 28) suggest 
‘made’ ground extended to the perimeter of the church boundary. Conclusions can be drawn 
about the possible dating of the made ground in the site on this basis as being later than the 
Roman drain. 
 

6.1.6. East Malling and West Malling are mentioned in the Domesday Book as a settlement in the 
hundred of Larkfield with 66 households comprising 43 villagers, 17 smallholders and five slaves 
between two landowners, Canterbury Christ Church and Rochester St Andrew’. The resources 
consisting 21 acres of meadow, woodland, 80 swine render, three mills and two churches. The 
land of Canterbury was by far the largest and 3.5 times as expensive in 1066. 

 
6.1.7. The presence of water mills in the survey area is supported by Mill Street to the west of the 

Survey area and Mill Stream, which runs in an easterly direction through East Malling and Ditton 
towards Aylesford. Mill Stream may have historically been called the Bradbourne, giving its 
name to Bradbourne House to the north of the survey area and Bradbourne Lane in 
neighbouring Ditton. There is a millpond and associated features in the fronds of the Malling 
School, as mentioned in the evaluation report by Canterbury Archaeological Trust. 
 

6.1.8. Medieval manors in East Maling were held by Malling Abbey when West Malling became the 
larger of the two. The medieval concentration of monuments in the study area lies 
approximately 650 metres to the south-west of the site and consist of several farmhouses and 
associated buildings. There are few medieval structures in the village centre. The Church of St 
James itself is Norman at its earliest known phase of building with later embellishments in the 
form of an extension to the tower and buttresses on the exterior. It is unclear when the 
churchyard was ‘made up’ to the current level or when the first burials occurred. It is possible 
that the churchyard ground level to the north was raised over time to accommodate more 
burials or allow for easier access to the side chapels and increase burial capacity. The crypt 
displays ornate vaulting, suggesting that there may have been an entrance at one time, lower 
than the current access level to the side of the church. The Twisden family were known to have 
used a private entrance at the north side of the church, where the site is located, to access a 
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private chapel, there is no reason to doubt that previous occupants of what became Bradbourne 
House would not have similarly had an entrance at this side of the church before the ground 
was made-up. More investigation would be needed to verify this.  
 

6.1.9. A building adjacent to the made ground in the churchyard which is now a garage for the 
occupants of the neighbouring Court Lodge, appears to have been built in two phases. It is likely 
constructed onto the churchyard's original medieval south retaining wall and further raised by 
approximately 1.0m to create the building we see today.  The building appears on the George 
Pink map of 1789, but, interestingly, a later phase of the churchyard retaining wall abuts the 
building's south-facing wall.  This implies a later stage of wall construction around the 
churchyard to the north (after 1789), which, in turn, is discussed and has implications for the 
site. 
 

  
     (Fig 7: garage looking north from churchyard)      (Fig 8: garage looking south-east from Court Lodge) 
 

6.1.10. A building, no longer evident, was adjacent to the made ground in the churchyard and east of 
the garage featured on the George Pink map of 1789.  It is surmised that demolition rubble in 
the churchyard's made-up ground in the site area may have come from this building when 
demolished. 
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(Fig 9: Extract from George Pink Map of 1789 showing positions of garage [blue] and now demolished building 
[red], source: British Library) 

 

6.1.11. The medieval period is further represented by grade II listed buildings in the village of classic 
Wealden Hall-house type on Church Walk and Mill Street 
 

6.1.12. The post-medieval period is well represented by Bradbourne House and the alterations to the 
church. There are several buildings of this period in the village, including the aforementioned 
Court Lodge. 
 

6.2. Archaeological Resources and Potential 
 

6.2.1. The church of St James the Great is a grade I listed building. It is, therefore, a designated 
heritage asset under the NPPF.  
 

6.2.2. A scheduled monument (TQ 75 NW 6) is located approximately 100 metres south of the site. 
 

6.2.3. A Protected Military Remains site (TQ 75 NW 399) approximately 300 metres to the south-west.  
 

6.2.4. There are no Registered Parks and Gardens or Registered Battlefields in the study area. 
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6.3. Conservation Area 
 

6.3.1. The Original East Malling Conservation area was designated in 1971; extensions were 
designated in 1975 and 1993. The church lies within the East Malling Village Centre 
conservation area, and there are several other listed buildings within the study area.  
 

6.3.2. There are four conservation areas in East Malling in total (Fig. 10): 
 

 
(Fig 10: East Malling Conservation Areas) 

 
6.4. General Summary of the site in its Landscape Context 

 
6.4.1. The site is located within a landscape of high archaeological potential due to the rich Roman 

assets discovered nearby in the form of the discovery of a Roman building south of the study 
area. Within the village boundaries, the Medieval and Post Medieval periods are most strongly 
represented, with many buildings south of the site dating back to the medieval period and the 
Norman Church on the site. 
 

6.4.2. Retrieval of Prehistoric finds from the study area is limited to the fields around the site of the 
Roman building and are relatively underrepresented in comparison with other sites in the area. 
Roman finds outside of the Roman building excavation have been limited to coins and brooches. 
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The exception is the putative Roman drain excavated in the road immediately outside the 
entrance to the churchyard. The PAS records the Roman finds as of high and medium-high 
status. 
 

6.4.3. Anglo Saxon activity is not well recorded in the study area and is represented by a PAS find of a 
copper alloy button brooch. 
 

6.4.4. Evidence of occupation of the study area during the Early Medieval period is represented 
primarily by the church of St James and evidence of industrial milling activity along the Malling 
Stream, which also supported a papermaking industry. The finds recorded on the PAS are 
limited to some discrete finds without revealing much settlement evidence. 
 

6.4.5. The Medieval settlement is represented mainly by houses built in the 15th century and listed in 
the index of Heritage assets above. The PAS records items associated with high status, reflecting 
the relatively high standard of the houses being built in the village. 
 

6.4.6. The Post Medieval period is represented primarily by several post-1800s listed buildings and 
tombs in the churchyard.  
 

6.4.7. The modern period is represented by the War Memorial. 
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6.5. Historic Environment Record (HER) Background

 

(Fig 11: Monument Points with HER ID Numbers, source: KCC) 
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6.5.1. A detailed study of the Kent Historic Environment Record database was undertaken to assist the 
written scheme of investigation. Figure 11 illustrates the location of the heritage assets within 
the study area; a more comprehensive list is provided in paragraphs 3.5.2 – 3.5.7. 
 

6.5.2. The Church of St James the Great’s listing on the HER is as follows: The church of East Malling is 
dedicated to St. James. It is a handsome building with a west tower. [History of church from 
temp William II to date of writing given.] (2) There are traces of Roman building materials in the 
church at East Malling. [probably from Roman villa site, TQ 75 NW 6; Saxon origin for church?] 
(3) The church, which is in use for religious purposes, consists of chancel, nave with aisles, west 
tower, south porch and modern north vestry. There is much early fabric, that of the chancel 
containing quantities of roof tile, and many windows from 12c - 14c. Two narrow lancets 
blocked up in the chancel south wall (Fig 14) are near an early priest's door, also blocked up. 
Some late restoration work is evident within the church. The tower opening (Fig 13) is probably 
of the 19c. (Dedication 'St. James' on the noticeboard) G.P.A9/59/19/5 from SE (4) In normal 
use. (5) 10A/1 B Church of Saint James Parish Church This large church is of the usual Kentish 
rag. The lower part of the tower is Norman, several of the windows are Decorated, but the 
chancel, nave and clerestory, and the upper parts of the tower are mainly Perpendicular. There 
is a brass to Thomas Selby and wife, 1489 and another to Richard Adam, Vicar 1522. (6) TQ 75 
NW EAST MALLING & CHURCH WALK LARKFIELD (east side) 8/144 25.8.59 Church of St James 
GV I Church. C12, C14, rebuilt circa 1450-1500. Ragstone with some early materials, tiles and 
tufa, re-used in the chancel. West tower, nave with aisles and chancel. Tower: 3 stages with 
angle buttresses, not original. Embattled with single pointed-arched belfry openings and string 
below belfry stage (Fig 12). The clock above the tall west window. Norman windows to north 
and south (blocked). Clerestory nave and chancel. Transeptal chapels originally lengthened into 
aisles, early C14 windows to north, the original chancel windows. C19/C20 chancel east window. 
INTERIOR: 3 bay aisle arcades, showing lengthening of transeptal chapels to become aisles in 
rhythm of east arches, then a short piece of wall followed by pair of west arches. Octagonal 
piers, double-chamfered arches. Fittings: Sanctuary panelling, early C17. Font area: Early C16, 
with doors. Tall, panelled base with a tall conical cap of pierced tracery. Pierced cresting to the 
base of birds attacking fruit. Octagonal stone font. Stained glass: same early C14 glass in the 
north aisle. Monuments: Thomas Selby, d. 1479. Brass. Richard Adams, d. 1522. Brass. Richard 
Mannyng, d. 1611. Alabaster hanging monument, with a figure with hand on skull. Thomas 
Twisden, d. 1683. Tablet. Jane Sympson, d. 1690. Baroque tablet with pediment and scrolls. Jane 
Twisden, d. 1779 (?). Tablet. Sir John Twisden, d. 1810. Monument with a figure of a woman 
leaning on urn by Thomas Assiter of Maidstone. 
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(Fig 12)        (Fig 13)     (Fig 14) 

 
6.5.3. There are several heritage assets in the churchyard in the form of tombs of prominent people. 

They are as follows:  
 
THORNHILL TOMB 15 YARDS WEST NORTH-WEST OF EAST MALLING. Tomb monument. 1854. 
Red brick plinth with stone top. Square pedestal with simple panelled sides, inscription and 
cornice. Stepped pedestal above to wide vase with a floral topknot. Inscribed Anne Thornhill, d. 
8.1.1854; James Thornhill, d. 25.7.1866; & others. Spearhead wrought-iron railed surround with 
acorn-head standards.  
ANDREWES TOMB 8 YARDS NORTH OF EAST MALLING CHURCH. Chest tomb. 1820. Stone. 
Fluted corners and panelled sides on a plinth. Inscribed 'Frederick James Andrewes, d. 1820. 
ANDREWES TOMB 4 YARDS NORTH-EAST OF MALLING CHURCH. Chest tomb. Circa 1800. Stone. 
Baluster corners, panelled sides. Inscribed Thomas Andrewes, d. 1 5, (partly illegible at time of 
resurvey).  
ANDREWES TOMB 6 YARDS NORTH OF EAST MALLING CHURCH. Chest tomb. 1811. Stone. 
Baluster corners and panelled sides on a wide base. Inscribed Thomas Andrewes, d. 1811. 
ANDREWES TOMB 10 YARDS NORTH OF EAST MALLING CHURCH. Chest tomb. 1815. Stone. 
Baluster corners and panelled sides on a wide stepped base. Inscribed Thomas Andrewes, d. 
1815. roof. 
 

6.6. An elevation model of the site landscape was produced during DBA production using drone 
footage and mapping software.  This footage suggests the excavation site sits within an area of 
raised or terraced ground up to 2.0m in depth (Fig 15). 
  

6.7. The higher ground (red/yellow) slopes toward the north (green/blue) within the entire image.  
However, a terrace is evident on the north side of the church, employed as a burial ground and 
retained by an east-west masonry wall. 
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(Fig 15 – Elevation model of excavation area showing area of raised/terraced ground) 

 

6.8. Images of the masonry walls retaining the north and west sides of this raised area suggest at 
least two phases of activity associated with burial ground maintenance or import and/or 
redistributed soils to a depth of c.2.7m.  Phase 1 likely represents earlier land management 
(c.1300-1500 AD) to accommodate medieval churchyard burials: once this ground became too 
congested, phase 2 probably raised the area by approximately 0.5 metres (c.1800 AD) to 
accommodate additional burials (Figs 16 & 17). 
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(Fig 16: Churchyard retaining and phasing wall looking east from Court Lodge) 

 

 
(Fig 17: Churchyard retaining wall and phasing looking south-east from Court Lodge) 

 
 
 

6.8.1. Prehistoric 
The study area demonstrates a Pre-historic presence characterised by discrete finds and 
possible settlement evidence before the earliest phase of the Roman Villa 
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TQ 75 NW 73 - Mesolithic flint implements found at East Malling. Various Mesolithic flint tools 
have been found at unspecified sites in East Malling. These include 3 Mesolithic microliths, 
blades or flakes and one other implement. The items are fresh and primarily unpatinated, and 
pale grey in colour. 
 

6.8.2. Romano-British 
The study area demonstrates a Romano-British presence characterised by a villa situated on the 
north-facing slope 
 
TQ 75 NW 6 - Roman building foundations, East Malling. Excavations in 1955 revealed 
foundations of a large Roman building 100 yards (approx. 85m) due south of St James Church. A 
substantial villa on the site had been demolished in the 4th century. Fragments of mosaic with 
burnt tesserae (stored at Maidstone Museum) were found. A curve in the fragments suggests a 
wall mosaic, an unusual feature in Britain and indicates some luxury house. Other finds include 
tiles, animal bones, potsherds (including Samian ware), glass and decorated wall plaster. A 2nd-
century Roman coin was reported in the 1980s, and other coins have been found in gardens. 
Later excavations in the 1960s also suggest pre-Roman occupation of the site. Traces of Roman 
building materials in the church suggest they came from the villa site. After the excavations, the 
site was filled in. The only visible remains are pieces of tile or brick in the gardens of a small 
housing estate known as The Grange. 
  

6.8.3. Medieval 
The study area demonstrates the village's growth around the manorial court and church of St 
James (formerly St Mary’s before the Reformation). 
 
TQ 75 NW 83 - Paris Farmhouse. Grade II Listed. C16 to rear with C16 block to the front almost 
wholly rebuilt circa 1710. Front block: Red brick with plinth and band, and orange dressings and 
panels to window bays on brown brick left return front.  Projecting forwards from left and right 
ends of main front large coursed rubblestone chimney-breasts, stepped towards the centre of 
the front and flush with return fronts, carrying brick stacks.  Hipped tiled roof with wide flat 
eaves probably added in early C19. 2 storeys, five bayfront.  Above the first floor, windows are 
five recessed rectangular panels.   Glazing bar sashes below.   Central panelled door in flat fluted 
pilastered doorcase topped by a pedimented entablature with small modillioned frieze.  Rear 
block: Parallel wing, not as wide as the front block, to rear with exposed framing and plaster 
infilling.  2 storeys with irregular fenestration. 
 
TQ 75 NW 104 - Ivy House Farmhouse, Chapel Street. Grade II listed building. Farmhouse 
enclosing possible former hall-house.  Early C15 with C16 addition. Exposed timber-framing with 
painted brick infilling on ground-floor and close studding on 1st floor.  Return gabled wing to the 
left with first-floor jetty supported on moulded bressummer and corner brackets.  Hipped plain 
tiled roof with gabled return wing with original moulded barge-boards left and C20 catslide 
extension to the extreme right in front of C19 plastered brick wing at right angles to the main 
block.  Large stack central to main block off-ridge to rear.  2 storeys; 2 window irregular front to 
the main block, C18 and C19 glazing bar sashes.  One window front to return wing, casements.  



 

  
St James the Great, East Malling Kent          
Pre-determination Evaluation                             
Report reference: DAS#-21                                       
© Darnley Archaeological Services 

23 

 

Boarded door with pentice hood to right of the main block.  INTERIOR: Much restored.  One 
ground-floor room has very fine moulded ceiling joists. 
 
TQ 65 NE 57 - Grade II listed building. Farmhouse, now divided. Late C15-early C16.  Originally 
Wealden hall, with inserted central jetty.  Random rubble plinth exposed framing above south, 
with continuous jetty on joists and brackets and curved wind braces on the 1st floor. Central 
jetty is now blocked, but evidence of recess in the discontinued nature of jetty to the left and 
eaves formation.  Brick ground-floor to left and right exposed framing on 1st floor with plaster 
infill.  Plain tiled hipped roof with main stack off-centre to the left.  Off-ridge to front and right 
end stack with projecting breast.  2 storeys; 3 windows, mixed easements, irregular.  7 1 extra 
very small casement, 2 in from left, on 1st floor.  One glazing bar sash on the ground floor to the 
left with C18 shutters. Three boarded doors, at extreme left, to right of the right-hand window 
and 1 in original position at the left-hand side of the recess. C20 extensions at the rear and 
right-hand side. 
 
TQ 75 NW 301 - TAMARISK COTTAGE. Grade II listed building. House. C16 and C18.  Random 
rubble with red dressings to left, rendered return gabled cross-wing to the right, taller with 
greater roof-pitch. End stacks to C18 block. Plain tiled roofs.  2 storeys; 3 windows to the left 
block; irregular one window to cross-wing, easements.  Glazed door to the right of the left-hand 
block. The main entrance to the rear. Wall and rear wing towards road rendered. 
 
TQ 75 NW 286 - 1-5 MILL STREET. Grade II listed building. Hall-house, now divided.  Late C15-
early C16 with C19 elevations. Rendered with plinth and band to left hiding timber frame. Plain 
tiled roof, hipped to the right with gablet. Off-ridge stack to the front at left, off-ridge stack to 
rear, off-centre to the right. Boarded eaves to the left.  2 storeys; slightly irregular fenestration 
of 4 windows on both floors, all casements with one sliding casements to the right on the 1st 
floor. 2 canted bay shop fronts on the ground floor to the right. Three doors panelled in the 
centre, half-glazed in the centre of and right of the shop front. Lean-to catslide extension to the 
right. Wing to left separate property facing onto High Street, listed separately as Ingleside, No 2 
High Street (west side). 
 
TQ 75 NW 314 - 4 AND 6 CHURCH WALK. Grade II* listed building. House, formerly hall-house of 
classic Wealden type. Early C15. Timber-framed with red brick infill on the ground floor and 
plaster infilling on the first floor. Jetties on the first floor in left and right-hand bays and angle 
pieces supporting eaves in the centre. Steep plain tiled roof, hipped with gablet to the left and 
brought down as catslide extension. Large brick ridge stack to right of centre. 2 storeys; 3 
window front, slightly irregular, wooden mullion casements.  Boarded door in 4-centred arched 
surround under the left end of the right-hand jetty.  INTERIOR: Drawing room. Moulded wooden 
bressummer to a fireplace.  Moulded central beam to insulated ceiling. Same original mouldings 
survive in the drawing room from the hall, including embattled dais-beam. Kitchen: spere-truss 
survives in situ—moulded octagonal crown-post to the collar-purlin roof. 
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6.8.4. Post-medieval 
The assessment area demonstrates a continuity of the residential community associated with 
the growth of East Malling. 
 
TQ 75 NW 58 - Bradbourne House. Grade I listed building. Country house, in a landscaped park.  
1713-1715, on the site of a Tudor house, retaining some parts of this building in the kitchen area 
and west wing of C17 refaced.  Some work also of 1748 and also, especially internally, of c.1774.   
Main work of 1713-15 for Sir Thomas Twysden.   Restored c.1950.   West front: wing of C17 
refaced in 1713-15.  Brick, Brown with red dressing in outer bays, pinky-buff and vermilion in 
the centre on red and blue brick plinth.  Coupled brick pilasters at ends and flanking central 
projection.  Modillion eaves cornice and tall central pediment with keyed oculus to the panelled 
parapet and slate roof with four triangular pediment dormers and panelled end stacks with 
cornice mouldings.  2 storeys and attics.  3-3-3 window rhythm the central bays space width and 
the entrance bay wider than all others.  First-floor windows are shallower than very tall ground 
floor windows.  Each window bay is framed by chainage, gauging over each window, those on 
the ground floor over windows in 2nd, 4th, 6th and 8th bays without decorated soffits.   Single 
keystones in moulded brick on the First floor, triple keystones below.  Sunk panels below each 
window except those flanking central entrance and the round-arched window in segment-
headed brick sunk and with impost mouldings over the entrance.  Central Corinthian pilastered 
entrance surround with broken bracketed modillion cornice hood moulding above.  Double 
three-quarter glazed doors with large c.1760 wreathed and radiating fanlight over.   Convex 
quadrant walls flanking perron with end piers and globes flanking.  South front: 9 bay, one 
storey and attic wing, possibly 1748 with a central 3-bay bow of c.1774 flanked by the ends of 2 
wings both of 1713-15.  Red, brown, blue, vermilion, orange and buff brick centre.  Centre 9 
bays with tall windows with gauged and keyed heads flanking central bow with similar shallower 
windows. Modillion cornice, panelled parapet with two urns over the bow and plain tiled roof 
with three dormers, the central with segmental pediment, the outer pair with triangular 
pediments.  Wing of 2 storeys framed by giant pilasters in brick with modillion cornice panelled 
parapet and central panelled stack resting on the parapet.  Three bays with chainage that in the 
centre bay projecting. Blocked panels in the centre bay on the ground floor containing fictive 
niche in brick tiling.  Outer ground floor bays panelled and broken by keyed oculi.  Glazing bar 
sashes above.  All windows and panels with gauged heads, and single brick keystones above, 
triple keystones below.  Single blocked panelled windows on both floors in re-entrant angles. 
Lead down-pipes with Loppars dated 1748.  North front: Red brick with orange dressings.  2 
storeys; central 7-bay recess and 2-bay wings that to the right with modillion cornice and 
panelled parapet and therefore higher.   Tall, panelled stacks on wings, centrally on the parapet 
to the left, over the left-hand bay to the right. Blocked windows to wings and re-entrant angles 
(only 1 in left angle, 2 to the right), and blocked windows on both floors in 2nd and 6th bays of 
recess.  Sunken panels below 1st-floor windows throughout and over 1st-floor windows in right-
hand wing.  Gauged heads, brick keystarts and chainage throughout, decorated soffits to gauged 
heads only over 1st-floor windows of the right-hand wing.  Central panelled door with radiating 
fanlight of c.1840.  Pedimented porch projecting 5 yards on thin columns and wooden railings 
closing recess to either side. Kitchen wing, two storeys, red brick set back to the left.   Interior: 
staircase, 2-flight return stair in wood with Salamonic balustrade, covered tread ends and 
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underside to risen Hall.  Fielded panelling, 1713-15.  Telephone room fielded panelling, 1713-15.  
Green room, fielded panelling, 1713-15. Great Hall, fielded panelling with eff and dark 
surrounds, probably 1713-15, dentilled cornice. Central egg and dark ceiling panel.  Bolection 
mould fireplace surround.  Breakfast room.  Fielded panelling.  Drawing room.  Bow end. 
Adamesgne decoration to plaster ceiling, cornice, window surrounds, shutters and Dado rail.   
Ionic columned grey/green marble fire surround with central and undermantel panel of Diana.  
Printing room.  Papier-mache late rococo ceiling, c.1750.  Ionic columned fine surround in 
white/grey marble.   Walnut staircase.   3-flight rectangular staircase with two chain-leg 
balusters pin tread.  Kitchen.  Large chamfered wooden bressummer, perhaps remaining from 
the original house.  Large bread over and C19 hand pump, 1st floor.  Doors off walnut staircase 
all of walnut.  Bedroom 1.  Marble fireplace with mantel on grey marble volute brackets 
overmantel surmounted by a broken pediment containing eagle.   Egg and dark surround fielded 
panelling. Passage on 1st floor contains same small square panelling possibly remaining from 
the original house, circa 1580 in date.  Bedroom 2.   Fielded panelling, barrel-vaulted ceiling and 
Adamiesque fire surround.  Bedroom 3.  Fielded panelling and fire surround of circa 1713-15.  
See Country Life, 24th August 1918 and Country Life, 6th April, 13th April and 20th April 1967. 
 
TQ 75 NW 109 - East Malling Halt. RAILWAY STATION. Railway halt on the Maidstone-Swanley 
Branch Railway. Built between 1871-75  
 
 
TQ 65 NE 71 - MONUMENT. About 1780, this row of 8 tenements was built as an architectural 
composition. It originally included a clock on the central projecting gable. The timber and 
weatherboarded tenements were built as two-storey dwellings, with a living room and scullery 
downstairs and two bedrooms upstairs. They are no longer in existence. 
 
TQ 65 NE 267 - BLACKLAND TIMBER BARN. Grade II listed building. Barn and other agricultural 
buildings. Late C18, shown on Ordnance Survey map of 1789 and formerly farm buildings to 
Clare Farm. L-shaped range. The central barn is timber-framed, clad in wide tarred 
weatherboarding. Half-hipped tiled roof. Double cart door. 4-bay barn with inserted floor and 
wall frame with diagonal braces. To SW is a 2-storey range, ground floor ragstone, 1st-floor 
weatherboarded. Tiled roof. 1st floor has a 3-plank loading door. The ground floor has three 
openings with brick surrounds and iron bars. To NE is a similar 2-storey range of identical 
materials with loading door to 1st floor and two openings with iron bars. L-wing attached to NE 
has a front of red brick with grey headers and 1st-floor weatherboarded and rear of Kentish 
ragstone. Tiles are missing from the roof at the time of the survey. The roof has through purlins, 
collar beam and queen struts. At one time, there was a cottage to the south-east, but this has 
since been demolished. 
 
TQ 75 NW 335 - INGLESIDE. Grade II listed building. Cottage, formerly wing of Nos 1-5 (odd), Mill 
Street, listed separately under Mill Street. C18 with C19 front.  Rendered with band hiding 
timber frame. Plain tiled roof. 2 storeys, one window front, glazing bar sashes. Panelled door to 
left with overlight. 
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TQ 75 NW 334 - 10-16 HIGH STREET. Grade II Listed Building. Cottage row. C16 with C19 
elevations. Red and blue brick chequer on brick plinth, rendered plinth to the right, over a 
timber frame.  Plain tiled roof, hipped to the left slightly raised over end cottage (No 10). Stack 
at left, off-ridge to front, in the centre, and at the right end of the ridge.  No 16 slightly recessed 
with a small piece of frame visible behind recess. 2 storeys; irregular fenestration, four window 
1st floor with shallow semi-dormer to the left, all sliding casements. 4 window ground floor, 
casements. 4 doors, all boarded, left of 1st and 4th windows, and right of 2nd and 3rd windows. 
All openings on the ground floor with segment heads. 
 
TQ 75 NW 333 - 24 AND 26 HIGH STREET. Grade II listed building. Farmhouse, now house. C16 
with C17 and C19 alterations. Timber-framed with incised rendered elevations and plain tiled 
roofs. Return gabled wing with barge-boards off-centre to the right. Chimney stack on 
projecting breast to the left of front. Stack at the junction of return wing with a spinal ridge. 2 
storeys; irregular fenestration of 1 window on both floors to the right and left gable, except the 
left with two windows on the ground floor. Canted bay on ground-floor to the right. All 
casements except single sash on the 1st floor of gabled projection. Early C20 shop front with 
arched lights on either side of the panelled door (No 24) on the ground floor of gabled 
projection. Small lean-to porch with half-glazed door to the right of gabled projection. C17 
range to rear of No 24 with exposed framing and brick infilling on the 1st floor. 
 
TQ 75 NW 332 - THE FORGE HOUSE. Grade II listed building. House (possibly at the same time 
forge). Mid C18.  Painted brick with plinth and plat-band. Hipped plain tiled roof with two brick 
stacks to rear. 2 storeys; 3 windows, glazing bar sashes, with central 1st-floor window blocked at 
the time of resurvey. Gauged heads to ground floor windows with prominent keystones. Central 
half-glazed door with overlight and flat projecting hood on curved brackets. 
 
TQ 75 NW 331 - 45 HIGH STREET. Grade II listed building. House, formerly 2 cottages. Rendered 
timber-frame with plain tiled roofs and end stacks.  2 blocks to right slightly further forward 
with shallower roof pitch.  Random rubble stone and brick at the right-hand end. 2 storeys, one 
window to each block, casements, except canted bay on the ground floor to the left. Boarded 
door to the left of the left-hand block, Kentucky door to the left of the right-hand block. 
Random rubble stone wing to rear. 
 
TQ 75 NW 328 - 11 MILL STREET. Grade II listed building. House.  Late C16.  Timber-framed and 
plastered with only the brackets supporting the continuous 1st-floor jetty exposed.  Tile-hung 
on the 1st floor.  Boxed eaves to steep hipped plain tiled roof with gabled dormer.  Catslide 
extension to rear. 2 storeys; 3 windows front, casements, and ground floor sliding.  Boarded 
door off-centre to the right. 
 
Q 65 NE 214 - THE LAURELS. Grade II listed building. House.  Early C19.  Red brick with plat band 
on rendered plinth.  Half-hipped ridge tiled roof with three flat-roofed leaded dormers.  2 
storeys, five sash window front, glazing bar sashes with gauged heads and open boxes.  The 
Central half-glazed door in architrave door surrounds with Tuscan pilasters and entablature 
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heads. 
 
TQ 65 NE 213 - WESTBROOK HOUSE. Grade II listed building. House, incorporating former hall-
house to rear. C15 and early C19. Red brick with brick modillion cornice to plain tiled roof with 
the end projecting stack to the right. 2 storeys; 3 window front, glazing bar sashes, those in the 
outer bays on both floors tripartite, all windows with gauged flat-arched heads. Central panelled 
door with top panels glazed. Pilasters with bracketed capitals support- shallow flat hood. Large 
projecting breast to the left of the west side.  WEST SIDE: Random rubble below, red brick above 
with Maltese cross in brick at the top of the breast. Red brick ground floor to the right, with 
exposed framing and curved braces above. INTERIOR: Original window on landing with mullion, 
now blocked. Arched bracing to hall wall posts and brace, a roof above rebuilt. 
 
TQ 65 NE 212 - 120-126 MILL STREET. Grade II listed building. Cottage row.  Mid C17. Timber-
framed, clad in red and blue brick to the left (No 126), painted (Nos 122 and 124) and painted 
on the ground floor, roughcast on 1st floor to the right (No 120).  Ground floors of Nos 120 and 
124 show some evidence of random rubble stone.  Timber-frame exposed on No 122. Plain tiled 
half-hipped roof with brick ridge stacks to the left and right. 2 storeys; five windows 1st floor, 
four window ground floor, casements.  4 doors, one (No 126) at left and, two together (Nos 122-
124), off-centre to the right, and one (No 120), towards right end. Boarded doors to Nos 122 
and 126, rest glazed. No 120 has 1st floor built out of timbers over car port. 
 
TQ 75 NW 303 - 6 THE ROCKS ROAD. Grade II listed building. Cottage.  C17. Timber-framed, clad 
with red and blue brick on the ground floor, tile-hung on the 1st floor. Half-hipped roof with 
side projecting stack to the left. Gable end towards the road. 2 storeys; 1 window north front 
with non-opening with glazing bars below margin-light glazing bar sash above.  Half-glazed door 
to right with moulded wooden architrave surround and pentice hood extending over the 
window to the left. West front: irregular fenestration of 2 windows on 1st floor and one window 
on the ground floor. 
 
TQ 75 NW 226 - 132 THE ROCKS ROAD, Grade II listed building. House, formerly hall house.  
Early C16. Rendered on a timber frame. Steep plain tiled roof, hipped with gablet to the right. 2 
storeys; irregular fenestration of 5 windows.  Central door with flat projecting hood.  Interior: 
timber-framed smoke bay with later brick chimney inserted in it. Staircase with solid treads, 
probably C17. Original roof with side purlins and straight wind braces. 
 
TQ 65 NE 208 - 205 WELL STREET. Grade II listed building. Farmhouse. Early C17.  Painted 
random rubble and brick, with plain tiled roof, half-hipped with gablet to the right.  Large 
central brick ridge stack. Baffle entry plan. 2 storeys; irregular 3-window front, casements. Small 
projecting square bays to left and right on the ground floor with pentice roofs to the right 
brackets. Central boarded and ribbed door with a small window to the right. Lean-to C17/C18 
extension to left and C20 extension to rear.  Interior: two chamfered wooden bressummers to 
fireplaces. Through purlin roof. 
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TQ 75 NW 248 - COURT LODGE. Grade II listed building. House. Early C18. Red brick with blue 
headers, plinth and band. Heavy projecting eaves with plaster coved soffit to the steep hipped 
tiled roof with three dormers, those to the right and left pedimented, the central one with 
segmental head. 2 storeys; 4 window front, glazing bar sashes with gauged heads—half-
columned doorcase with Ionic capitals and pedimented entablature with small square 
modillions. Five-panel door with top panel cut away and glazed. On the garden front is a later 
C18 addition with a 2-storey octagonal corner bay. 

 

 

(Fig 18: Court Lodge; outbuildings to the east provide information about the churchyard wall and its phasing) 
 

TQ 75 NW 241 - THORNHILL TOMB. Grade II listed building. Tomb monument. 1854.  Red brick 
plinth with stone top.  Square pedestal with simple panelled sides, inscription and cornice.  
Stepped pedestal above to wide vase with a floral topknot.   Inscribed Anne Thornhill, d. 
8.1.1854; James Thornhill, d. 25.7.1866; & others.  Spearhead wrought-iron railed surround with 
acorn-head standards. 
 
TQ 75 NW 250 - ANDREWES TOMB 4 YARDS NORTH-EAST OF MALLING CHURCH. Grade II listed 
building. Chest tomb.  Circa 1800.  Stone.  Baluster corners, panelled sides.  Inscribed Thomas 
Andrewes, d. 1 5, (partly illegible at time of resurvey) 
 
TQ 75 NW 336 - ANDREWES TOMB 8 YARDS NORTH OF EAST MALLING CHURCH. Grade II listed 
building. Chest tomb. 1820. Stone. Fluted corners and panelled sides on a plinth. Inscribed 
'Frederick James Andrewes, d. 1820. 
 
TQ 75 NW 316 - ANDREWES TOMB 6 YARDS NORTH OF EAST MALLING CHURCH. Grade II listed 
building Chest tomb. 1811. Stone. Baluster corners and panelled sides on a wide base. Inscribed 
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Thomas Andrewes, d. 1811. 
 
TQ 75 NW 299 - ANDREWES TOMB 10 YARDS NORTH OF EAST MALLING CHURCH. Grade II listed 
building: Chest tomb. 1815. Stone. Baluster corners and panelled sides on a wide stepped base. 
Inscribed Thomas Andrewes, d. 1815. 
 
TQ 65 NE 109 LYME COTTAGES. Grade II listed building. Cottage pair. Mid C18.  Timber-framed 
with exposed framing on 1st floor with plaster infilling; ground floor of red brick. Moulded eaves 
to the plain tiled roof with end stacks and two hipped dormers.  2 storeys and attics, three-
window front, casements. One boarded door off-centre to the left, and boarded door in left-
hand return front, both with small bracketed pentice hoods—catslide extension to rear. 
 
TQ 75 NW 280 - THE KING AND QUEEN PUBLIC HOUSE. Grade II listed building. Public house, 
formerly cottages.  C17.  Limewashed brick with a band above ground floor windows, creosoted 
plinth.  Half-hipped plain tiled roof.  Ridge stack to left of centre.  Baffle entry plan.  2 storeys; 
irregular fenestration of 4 windows on 1st floor and three on the ground floor, the latter under 
segmental heads. 2 half-glazed doors, to left and right of centre the left with flat projecting 
hood supported on foliated console brackets: 1 storey, two window extension to the right.  
Wing to rear at entrance left facing onto Mill Street. 
 
TQ 75 NW 343 - THE VICARAGE. Grade II listed building. House. Circa 1820.  Stuccoed brick, 
same incised with plinth. Slate hipped roof with end stacks.   2 storeys, three windows, glazing 
bar sashes. Central entrance with panelled reveals wreathed and radiating fanlight and panelled 
door. Greek Doric doorcase with flat-hooded entablature above. 1 storey, hipped roofed 
additions to left and right, to the left with blocked window. 
 
TQ 75 NW 300 - MALTING'S RESTAURANT. Grade II listed building. House, now a restaurant. 
Circa 1840.  Red brick. Steep hipped plain tiled roof with two later C20 skylights. 2 storeys and 
attics, three-window front, somewhat irregular with glazing bar sashes and gauged heads. 
Square projecting shop window on the ground floor to the left.   Central half-glazed and 
panelled door with panelled reveals in reeded frame with shallow flat-hood over. The front of 
the building on the High Street has a ground floor shop front. 
 
TQ 75 NW 172 - A watching brief revealed several pits and a sunken room. The room is believed 
to be the cellar of an older building long-since demolished.  During ground excavations 
associated with constructing a new private dwelling on land north of 10 High Street, East 
Malling, a series of archaeological rubbish pit type features were encountered surrounding a 
3.7m square masonry lined subterranean room located approximately in the centre of the site. 
This structure was floored with irregular slabs of stone and entered via a single projecting 
stairwell located in the south-east corner. A single post-hole beside the stairwell indicates the 
cellared structure may have been covered by a timber-framed building that originally extended 
beyond its limits. However, no evidence for an above-ground structure was revealed. The pit 
type features to the north and west of the cellar may mean the timber-framed building covering 
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the cellar may have extended towards the street frontage or the adjacent period building. 
 
TQ 75 NW 345 - East Malling War Memorial. Grade II listed war memorial. East Malling War 
Memorial. War memorial, 1922 in stone, designed by John Ninian Comper and carved by 
William Drinkwater Gough. The memorial takes the form of a Gothic churchyard cross, 
comprising a tall octagonal stone column with a square base, stepped octagonal plinth and 
crenellated top, crowned by a canopy comprising four foliated ogee arches and a slender 
pyramidal finial. Within the arches are high-relief carvings of religious scenes (the Crucifixion, 
the Virgin and Child, St George and the dragon, and St Martin of Tours) and heraldic shields. On 
the base of the cross is carved a laurel wreath, inscribed 'TO THE MEN OF THIS PARISH WHO 
GAVE THEIR LIVES IN THE GREAT WAR 1914-1919'. The names of 53 villagers killed in the First 
World War are inscribed on the plinth, along with a further 45 added after World War Two. 
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7. ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESULTS 
 

7.1. This section presents the results of the test pits carried out on the site.  A collection of site 
images is presented in Appendix A; a collection of finds is shown in Appendix B. A context 
summary table for the test pits listing the category, dimensions, and description of the 
individual contexts is presented in Appendix C.  The locations of the test pits on the site, plans 
and sections for the deposits, features and a detailed description of the human remains 
identified are shown in this report section.  Context numbers referred to in the text on plan and 
section drawings are circled or bracketed. Square brackets [x] denote cuts, round brackets (x) 
layers, deposits and fills.  
 

7.2. A total of 14 contexts were recorded: 13 were allocated to layers and 1 to a cut feature in 4 test 
pits. 

 

 
(Fig 19 – 1:50 SJEM21-EV Test Pit Location Plan) 

 
7.3. A minimum of fourteen individuals were recovered from the four test pits. However, given the 

number of unidentified human bones retrieved as part of the excavation process, this number 
may be larger.  A breakdown of the individuals, their location, burial type, condition and age 
category, along with the amount and kind of human bone recovered, is recorded and analysed 
for each test pit. 
 

7.4. Initially, six test pits were scheduled to be excavated.  However, given time constraints, 
inclement weather and poor access due to tree cover and plant coverage, test pits 1 and 2 were 
not excavated, and all efforts were diverted to test pits 3 to 6 (Fig 19).  
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7.5. Test Pit 3 
 

Test Pit 3 represent the most westerly of the excavations.  In terms of results, Test Pit 3 
demonstrates that in-situ burials are present at a depth that is likely to be disturbed/destroyed 
by the proposed development. 
 

7.6. Context (3001), 150-300mm of friable mid-brown sandy topsoil sits above 50-150mm of (3002), 
a friable demolition construction or dump layer.  (3002) (see #2) is a light brown sand clay with 
numerous inclusions, including yellow sand, small pieces of building rubble (stone, brick, tile).  
Disarticulated remains from Individual 9 were found within (3002).  Below (3002) is (3003) up to 
120mm of soft grey sand in the west and north-facing sections.  (3003) is above (3004), a soft 
mid-brown sandy, silty clay with numerous inclusions (stone and flint fragments).  Disarticulated 
human remains from Individual 8 were evident in the upper regions of (3003).  However, 
approximately 600mm below the ground surface, the articulated remains of Individual 7 were 
found in a supine position in what appears to be a shroud burial (see #4-6).  Excavation of the 
remains suggests Individual 7 is an in-situ burial of seemingly undetermined date, though finds 
evidence discussed later in the report may indicate a burial date of c.1500- 1600 AD  
 

7.7. No grave cut for the burial of Individual 7 is evident in any section.  However, it is conceivable 
that the large ragstone blocks/pieces were used to line a grave, and Individual 7 was interred 
within.  
 

 
(Fig 20 – Test Pit 3, west and north-facing sections) 
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(Fig 21 – West facing section showing the in-situ burial of Individual 7) 

 

 
(Fig 22 – Test Pit 3, east and south-facing sections) 
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(Fig 23 - East facing section showing the in-situ burial of Individual 7) 

 
7.8. Test Pit 3 - Osteological Analysis 

A total of 188 bones were recovered from Test Pit 3: context 3002 (dump layer), this context 
likely forming part of dumped remains composed of redeposited burial material.   

Preservation 

The preservation of the skeletal remains in Test Pit 3 was generally moderate. A large part of 
the damage suffered by these skeletons was probably due to the combination of their removal 
and reburial in context (3002) and root penetration encountered at a shallow depth of the soils 
of context (3003).  

Completeness 

Only a small percentage of 0-20% (Very Poor) of three individuals were recovered from test pit 
3.  The disarticulated remains of Individuals 7 & 8 were likely disturbed for their original burial 
site elsewhere in the Church graveyard, collected and redeposited to their present location as 
part of a probable ground-raising process.  

Minimum Number of Individuals 

An analysis of the recovered long bones suggests test pit 3 contained a minimum number of 
three individuals (MNI).   
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Assessment of Age 

A more detailed investigation confirms two partially complete individuals are present: two 
adults and one juvenile. However, 106 pieces of unidentified bone (primarily fragmentary) were 
also recovered, implying there may be more than three individuals present, but this is 
impossible to confirm given the preservation and condition of these bones. Individual 7 is an 
adult and represents an in-situ articulated burial (supine & probably shrouded).  Individual 8 is a 
juvenile and, according to the size of the Os coxae and ulna fragment, approximately 5-7 years 
old.  Individual 9 is an adult of indeterminate age.   

Human Skeleton Analysis – Individual 7: 

Location – Context (3003) 
Burial Type 
Shroud 
Burial 

Tightly wrapped by a shroud with no evidence of a coffin  

Body Position 
Supine Lying on the back, face-up  
Bone Preservation 
Moderate The bone is present and survives to a reasonable state but may 

break with indelicate handling 
 

Basic Human Skeleton Age Group 
Adult Mature frame, eruption of all permanent molars, fully fused 

epiphyses and skull sutures, and dental wear likely. 
 

7 Skeletal Divisions with Bones Present 
Skull  3 x cranium fragments  

 1 x maxilla (partials) 
o 1 x second molar 
o 1 x first molar 
o 1 x first premolar 

 2 x left mandible temporal fragments 
 1 x right mandible fragment 

o First molar 
o Second premolar 
o First premolar 

 1 x lower molar 
 1 x upper premolar 
 2 x lower premolar 
 1 x upper molar 
 1 x lower incisor 

18 

Left Arm  1 x proximal head humerus 
 1 x distal end humerus 

2 

Right Arm  4 x metacarpals 
 4 x proximal phalanges 

2 

Torso  2 x lumbar vertebrae  
 1 x thoracic vertebrae 
 1 x right rib ends (partial) 

7 
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 2 x right ribs (partial) 
 2 x left ribs (partial) 

Left Leg  1 x Proximal end left tibia 
 1 x Fibula shaft 
 1 x Calcaneus (partial) 

3 

Right Leg  2 x fibula shaft (partials) 
 1 x calcaneus (partial) 
 1 x talus (partial) 
 1 x navicular (partial) 
 1 x metatarsal (partial) 
 1 x proximal phalanges 

7 

Other   0 
Total  39 

  

 

(Fig 24 – Proximal end of left tibia, Individual 7) 
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(Fig 25 – metacarpals and proximal phalanges, Individual 7) 

Comment: 

Individual 7 is an adult and represents an in-situ articulated burial (supine & probably 
shrouded).  The bones recovered from the excavation process are anatomically linked with the 
bones remaining in Sections 1 & 2 (Figs 20-23).   

Human Skeleton Analysis – Individual 8  

Location – Context (3002) next to interface with (3003) 
Burial Type 
Dumped 
Remains 

Imprecisely deposited remains ? 

Body Position 
Other The position should be described and discussed in the report.  
Bone Preservation 
Moderate The bone is present and survives to a reasonable state but may 

break with indelicate handling 
 

Basic Human Skeleton Age Group 
Juvenile  Immature frame, unfused or varyingly fused epiphyses and final 

molars still to erupt.  In young children, milk teeth may be present, 
first, and the second molar may be evident. 

 

7 Skeletal Divisions with Bones Present 
Skull  9 x cranium fragments  9 
Left Arm  1 x proximal head ulna 

 1 x distal end humerus 
2 
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Right Arm  1 x metacarpals (partial) 
 4 x proximal phalanges 

1 

Torso  6  x ribs 
 1 x rib end (partial) 
 1 Os coxae 

8 
 

Left Leg  0 
Right Leg  0 
Other   0 
Total  20 

 

 

(Fig 26 – proximal head of ulna, Individual 8) 
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(Fig 27 – Os coxae [pelvis] of Individual 8) 

Comment:  

Individual 8 is a juvenile and, according to the size of the Os coxae and ulna fragment, 
approximately 5-7 years old.  The disarticulated and incomplete remains were possibly dumped 
in their present location (3003). The child’s original burial site was probably elsewhere in the 
Church graveyard and redeposited (accidentally?) to their current location part of a ground-
raising process.  Alternatively, there is an archaeological possibility that, given that some of the  
remains were found at the interface with (3003), the child may have been buried with/or on top 
of Individual 7. 

Human Skeleton Analysis – Individual 9  

Location – context (3002) 
Burial Type 
Dumped 
Remains 

Imprecisely deposited remains  

Body Position 
Other The position should be described and discussed in the report.  
Bone Preservation 
Moderate The bone is present and survives to a reasonable state but may 

break with indelicate handling 
 

Basic Human Skeleton Age Group 
Adult Mature frame, eruption of all permanent molars, fully fused 

epiphyses, and sutures of the skull, with dental wear likely. 
 

7 Skeletal Divisions with Bones Present 
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Skull  4 x cranium fragments  

 1 x right mandible condyle 
 1 x right mandible (partial) 

6 

Left Arm  2 x proximal phalanges 2 
Right Arm  1 x humerus shaft (partial) 

 1 x metacarpal 
 2 x proximal phalanges 
 1 x clavicle (partial) 

5 

Torso  1 x thoracic vertebrae (partial) 
 2 x right ribs (partial) 
 1 x left rib (partial) 
 1 x Os coxae (partial) 

5 
 

Left Leg  1 x femur head (partial) 
 1 x tibia shaft (partial) 

2 

Right Leg  1 x proximal tibia head (partial) 
 1 x proximal fibula head (partial) 
 1 x proximal phalanges 

3 

Other   0 
Total  23  

 

  

(Fig 28 - clavicle [top] and mandible, Individual 9) 
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Comment:  

Individual 9 is an adult of indeterminate age.  The disarticulated and incomplete remains were 
likely dumped within (3002). The original burial site was probably elsewhere in the Church 
graveyard and redeposited (accidentally?) to their present location as part of a ground-raising or 
landscaping process. 

Assessment of Test Pit 3 

Test Pit 3 represent the most westerly of the excavations.  In terms of results, Test Pit 3 
demonstrates that in-situ burials are present at a depth that is likely to be disturbed/destroyed 
by the proposed development. 

Test Pit 3 demonstrates remains from a minimum of three individuals.  Disarticulated remains of 
an adult were found at a depth of c. 300mm in (3002) and a small child at c.450mm, both of 
whom were subject to imprecise dumping of their remains.  These individuals were probably 
disturbed for their original burial site elsewhere in the Church graveyard and redeposited 
(accidentally?) to their present location as part of a ground-raising process. Crucially, Test Pit 3 
revealed evidence for an intact burial c. 600mm below current ground level, indicating in-situ 
burials are likely across the remainder of the site at a similar level (and perhaps below).  
Consequently, further mitigation should be considered to avoid destroying in-situ graves at a 
similar depth.  

A total of 188 bones were recovered from Test Pit 5 and categorized as follows: 

Individual Bone Count Burial Type 
Adult (7) 39 Shroud Burial 
Juvenile (8) 20 Dumped Remains? 
Adult (9) 23 Dumped Remains 
Unidentified (3002) 32 Dumped Remains  
Unidentified (3003) 74 Shroud Burial / Dumped 

Remains? 
Total 188  
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3-D Images of Test Pit 3 – showing Location of Burial for Individual 7 
 
 

 
North-Facing Section 

 

 
 

 
West-Facing Section 

 
 

 
South-Facing Section 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
East-Facing Section 
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7.9. Test Pit 4 
 
Test Pit 4 represent the most central of the excavations.  In terms of results, Test Pit 4 
demonstrates a charnel burial (i.e. disarticulated human remains deliberately collected together 
and redeposited in a cut feature) and is present at a depth that is likely to be 
disturbed/destroyed by the proposed development. 
 

7.10. Context (4001), 150-250mm of friable mid-brown sandy topsoil sits above 300-500mm + of 
(4002), a soft mid/light brown sandy, silty clay in which the disarticulated remains of Individuals 
12, 13 & 14 were found at a depth of c.200-400mm. (4002) is a dump layer or made ground into 
which burial deposit [4005] is cut, and layer (4003), a compact yellow/brown silty clay up to 
100mm, abuts to the north. [4005] is a circular pit c.300mm in diameter. [4005] appears at 
c.500mm in depth, cuts into (4002) and contains the disarticulated remains of Individuals 10 & 
11.  Part-excavation of Individuals 10 & 11 suggest [4005] is a charnel burial that pre-dates the 
stratigraphically later dumped remains of Individuals 12, 13 & 14. 
 
 

 
(Fig 29 – 1:10 plan of test pit 4 ) (Fig 30 – 1:10 plan of test pit 4 highlighting charnel burial) 
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(Fig 31 – Image of test pit 4 with charnel burial [4005] visible in the top right corner) 

 

 
(Fig 32 – 1:10 section of test pit 4) 



 

  
St James the Great, East Malling Kent          
Pre-determination Evaluation                             
Report reference: DAS#-21                                       
© Darnley Archaeological Services 

45 

 

 

 
(Fig 33 – Image of east-facing section in test pit 4) 

Test Pit 4 - Osteological Analysis 

A total of 212 bones were recovered from test pit 4: 152 from 4004 (fill of 4005) and 60 from 
context 4002 (subsoil), the latter context likely forming part of dumped remains composed of 
redeposited burial material.   

Preservation 

The preservation of the skeletal remains in Test Pit 4 was generally moderate. A large part of 
the damage suffered by these skeletons was probably due to the combination of their removal 
and reburial and subsequent root penetration encountered at a shallow depth of the 
redeposited soils of context 4002 and 4004.  

Completeness 

Only a tiny percentage of 0-20% (Very Poor) of five individuals were recovered from Test Pit 4.  
The disarticulated remains were likely disturbed for their original burial site elsewhere in the 
Church graveyard, collected and redeposited to their present location as part of a probable 
ground-raising process.  

Minimum Number of Individuals 

An analysis of the recovered long bones suggests Test Pit 4 contained a minimum number of five 
individuals (MNI).   

Assessment of Age 

A right mandible containing third and second molars suggest Individual 10 is an adult.  The 
proximal end of a left ulna, displaying signs of bone pathology, suggest Individual 11 is an adult.  
Individuals 12 & 13 are both neo-natal, indicated by the presence of two tiny right tibias.  The 
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distal end of a right femur showing complete ossification of the distal epiphysis suggests 
Individual 14 is an adult. 

Human Skeleton Analysis – Individual 10  

Location – Context (4004) 
Burial Type 
Charnel Disarticulated remains deliberately collected together  
Body Position 
Other The position should be described and discussed in the report.  
Bone Preservation 
Moderate The bone is present and survives to a reasonable state but may 

break with indelicate handling 
 

Basic Human Skeleton Age Group 
Adult Mature frame, eruption of all permanent molars, fully fused 

epiphyses, and sutures of the skull, with dental wear likely. 
 

7 Skeletal Divisions with Bones Present 
   
Skull  Right mandible 

o Third Molar 
o Second molar 

3 

Left Arm  Proximal end left ulna 1 
Right Arm  2 x metacarpal 

 1 x proximal phalanges 
3 

Torso  3 x Right rib  
 2 x left rib 
 1 x lumbar vertebrae (partial) 
 3 x iliac crest fragments 

9 
 

Left Leg  1 x proximal end femur 
 1 x femur head 
 1 x femur shaft 
 1 x proximal end left fibula 
 1 x left talus (partial) 
 1 x left metatarsal 
 1 x left proximal phalanges 

7 

Right Leg  1 x femur head (partial) 
 1 x femur shaft (partial) 
 1 x proximal end of tibia (partial) 
 1 x tibia shaft (partial) 
 2 x metatarsals 

6 

Other and 
indeterminate 

 0 

Total  29 
 



 

  
St James the Great, East Malling Kent          
Pre-determination Evaluation                             
Report reference: DAS#-21                                       
© Darnley Archaeological Services 

47 

 

 

 (Fig 34 – metatarsal, Individual 10) 

 

(Fig 35 – mandible containing second and third molars, Individual 10) 
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Human Skeleton Analysis – Individual 11  

Location – Context (4004) 
Burial Type 
Charnel Disarticulated remains deliberately collected together  
Body Position 
Other The position should be described and discussed in the report.  
Bone Preservation 
Moderate The bone is present and survives to a reasonable state but may 

break with indelicate handling 
 

Basic Human Skeleton Age Group 
Adult Mature frame, eruption of all permanent molars, fully fused 

epiphyses and skull sutures, and dental wear likely. 
 

7 Skeletal Divisions with Bones Present 
   
Skull  7 x cranium (partial)  

 1 x left orbit 
9 

Left Arm  Proximal end ulna (partial + osteoporosis) 
 Distal end ulna (partial + osteoporosis) 

2 

Right Arm  0 
Torso  3 x cervical vertebrae (partial) 

 3 x thoracic vertebrae (partial) 
 2 x lumbar vertebrae (partial) 
 1 x pelvis (partial) 

9 
 

Left Leg  1 x Proximal end fibula (partial) 
 1 x Distal end fibula (partial) 
 3 x metatarsal (partial) 

5 

Right Leg  1 x femur head (partial) 
 1 x proximal end fibula (partial) 
 1 x fibula shaft (partial) 

3 

Other and 
indeterminate 

 0 

Total  28 
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(Fig 36 – cervical vertebrae, Individual 11) 

 

(Fig 37 - proximal end fibula, Individual 11) 
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Human Skeleton Analysis – Individual 12  

Location – Context (4002) 
Burial Type 
Dumped 
Remains 

Imprecisely deposited remains  

Body Position 
Other The position should be described and discussed in the report.  
Bone Preservation 
Moderate The bone is present and survives to a reasonable state but may 

break with indelicate handling 
 

Basic Human Skeleton Age Group 
Neo-natal Small infant, delicate undeveloped bones, no fusion of the skull 

bones, yet to teeth. 
 

7 Skeletal Divisions with Bones Present 
   
Skull  0 
Left Arm  0 
Right Arm  0 
Torso  1 x scapula (partial) 1 
Left Leg  0 
Right Leg  1 x right tibia (partial) 1 
Other   0 
Total  2 

 

 

(Fig 38 – proximal end tibia, Individual 12) 
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Human Skeleton Analysis – Individual 13  

Location – Context (4002) 
Burial Type 
Dumped 
Remains 

Imprecisely deposited remains  

Body Position 
Other The position should be described and discussed in the report.  
Bone Preservation 
Moderate The bone is present and survives to a reasonable state but may 

break with indelicate handling 
 

Basic Human Skeleton Age Group 
Neo-natal Small infant, delicate undeveloped bones, no fusion of the skull 

bones, yet to teeth. 
 

7 Skeletal Divisions with Bones Present 
   
Skull  Cranium fragment 1 
Left Arm  0 
Right Arm  0 
Torso  0 
Left Leg  0 
Right Leg  1 x right tibia  1 
Other and 
indeterminate 

 0 

Total  2 
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(Fig 39 – tibia, Individual 13) 

Human Skeleton Analysis – Individual 14  

Location – Context (4002) 
Burial Type 
Dumped 
Remains 

Imprecisely deposited remains  

Body Position 
Other The position should be described and discussed in the report.  
Bone Preservation 
Moderate The bone is present and survives to a reasonable state but may 

break with indelicate handling 
 

Basic Human Skeleton Age Group 
Adult Mature frame, eruption of all permanent molars, fully fused 

epiphyses and skull sutures, and dental wear likely. 
 

7 Skeletal Divisions with Bones Present 
   
Skull  4 x cranium (partial)  

 1 x mandible condyle 
 1 x molar 
 1 x premolar 

7 

Left Arm  0 
Right Arm  0 
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Torso  3 x thoracic vertebrae (partial) 
 1 x pelvis (partial) 
 1 x right scapula (partial) 
 1 x rib end  
 3 x ribs (partial) 

9 
 

Left Leg  1 x distal end femur 1 
Right Leg  0 
Other and 
indeterminate 

 0 

Total  17 
 

 

(Fig 40 – distal end of femur, Individual 14) 

Assessment of Test Pit 4 

Test Pit 4 demonstrates remains from a minimum of five individuals.  Disarticulated remains of 
two adults were found at a depth from c. 500mm in (4004), the fill of a purposely excavated pit 
[4005] cut into (4002). The remains of two neo-natal and one adult remains at a depth of 
c.300mm in (4002), all of whom were subject to imprecise dumping of their remains.  All 
individuals were probably disturbed for their original burial site elsewhere in the Church 
graveyard and redeposited to their present location as part of a ground-raising process. The 
disarticulated remains of Individuals 10 & 11 were likely deliberately collected, and their 



 

  
St James the Great, East Malling Kent          
Pre-determination Evaluation                             
Report reference: DAS#-21                                       
© Darnley Archaeological Services 

54 

 

remains were re-buried in a pit [4005] before the later imprecise dumping of the disarticulated 
remains belonging to Individuals 12, 13 & 14. 

A total of 212 bones were recovered from Test Pit 5 and categorized as follows: 

Individual Bone Count Burial Type 
Adult (10) 29 Charnel Burial 
Adult (11)  28 Charnel Burial 
Neo-natal (12) 2 Dumped Remains 
Neo-natal (13) 2 Dumped Remains 
Adult (14) 17 Dumped Remains 
Unidentified (4002) 39 Dumped Remains  
Unidentified (4004) 95 Charnel Burial 
Total 212  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  
St James the Great, East Malling Kent          
Pre-determination Evaluation                             
Report reference: DAS#-21                                       
© Darnley Archaeological Services 

55 

 

7.11. Test Pit 5 
 
Test pit 5 represent the most north of the excavations.  Test pit 5 demonstrates many dumped 
disarticulated remains present at a depth likely to be disturbed/destroyed by the proposed 
development. 
 

7.12. Context (5001), 200-400mm of friable mid-brown sandy topsoil sits above 300mm + of (5002) 
(see #3), a soft mid/light brown sandy, silty clay in which the disarticulated remains of 
Individuals 1, 2, 3 & 4 were found at a depths of c.200-500mm.  

 

(Fig 41 – 1:10 section of test pit 5) 
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(Fig 42 -  image of east-facing section, test pit 4) 

Osteological Analysis 

A total of 212 bones were recovered from Test Pit 4: 152 from 4004 (fill of 4005) and 60 from 
context 4002 (subsoil), the latter context likely forming part of dumped remains composed of 
redeposited burial material.   

Preservation 

The preservation of the skeletal remains in Test Pit 5 was generally moderate. A large part of 
the damage suffered by these skeletons was probably due to the combination of their removal 
and reburial and subsequent root penetration encountered at a shallow depth of the 
redeposited soils of context 5002.  

Completeness 

Only a tiny percentage of 0-20% (Very Poor) of four individuals were recovered from Test Pit 5.  
The disarticulated remains were likely disturbed for their original burial site elsewhere in the 
Church graveyard, collected and redeposited to their present location as part of a probable 
ground-raising process.  

Minimum Number of Individuals 

An analysis of the recovered long bones suggests Test Pit 5 contained a minimum number of 
four individuals (MNI).  A more detailed investigation confirms four individuals are present: one 
adult, one juvenile and two neo-natal individuals. 
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Assessment of Age 

Three cranial pieces suggest Individual 4 is an adult.  A right ulna indicates Individual 1 is a neo-
natal infant; a further, slightly more developed right ulna means Individual 2 is an additional 
infant. A small metacarpal, intermediate and distal phalanges suggest Individual 3 is a juvenile. 

 

Human Skeleton Analysis – Individual 1  

Location – Context (5002) 
Burial Type 
Dumped 
Remains 

Imprecisely deposited remains  

Body Position 
Other The position should be described and discussed in the report.  
Bone Preservation 
Moderate The bone is present and survives to a reasonable state but may 

break with indelicate handling 
 

Basic Human Skeleton Age Group 
Neo-natal Small infant, delicate undeveloped bones, no fusion of the skull 

bones, yet to teeth. 
 

7 Skeletal Divisions with Bones Present 
   
Skull  0 
Left Arm  0 
Right Arm  Right ulna  1 
Torso  Right rib  

 Right os coxae 
2 
 

Left Leg  0 
Right Leg  0 
Other and 
indeterminate 

 0 

Total  3 
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(Fig 43 – rib [top] and ulna [bottom], Individual 1) 

Human Skeleton Analysis – Individual 2  

Location – Context (5002) 
Burial Type 
Dumped 
Remains 

Imprecisely deposited remains  

Body Position 
Other The position should be described and discussed in the report.  
Bone Preservation 
Moderate The bone is present and survives to a reasonable state but may 

break with indelicate handling 
 

Basic Human Skeleton Age Group 
Neo-natal Small infant, delicate undeveloped bones, no fusion of the skull 

bones, yet to teeth. 
 

7 Skeletal Divisions with Bones Present 
   
Skull  2 x cranium (partial)  2 
Left Arm  0 
Right Arm  Right ulna  1 
Torso  3 x ribs (partial) 3 

 
Left Leg  0 
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Right Leg  2 x right tibia (partial)  2 
Other and 
indeterminate 

 0 

Total  8 
 

 

(Fig 44 – partial tibia [top] and ulna [bottom], Individual 2) 

Human Skeleton Analysis – Individual 3  

Location – Context (5002) 
Burial Type 
Dumped 
Remains 

Imprecisely deposited remains  

Body Position 
Other The position should be described and discussed in the report.  
Bone Preservation 
Moderate The bone is present and survives to a reasonable state but may 

break with indelicate handling 
 

Basic Human Skeleton Age Group 
Juvenile  Immature frame, unfused or varyingly fused epiphyses and final 

molars still to erupt.  In young children milk teeth may be 
present, first and second molars may be evident. 

 

7 Skeletal Divisions with Bones Present 
   
Skull  Orbit (partial)  

 Frontal cranium (partial) 
2 
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Left Arm  2 x metacarpals 
 Proximal phalange 

3 

Right Arm  0 
Torso  3 x ribs (partial) 3 

 
Left Leg  0 
Right Leg  Proximal end right tibia (partial)  1 
Other and 
indeterminate 

 0 

Total   9 
 

 

(Fig 45 – metacarpals and proximal phalange, Individual 3) 

Human Skeleton Analysis – Individual 4  

Location – Context (5002) 
Burial Type 
Dumped 
Remains 

Imprecisely deposited remains  

Body Position 
Other The position should be described and discussed in the report.  
Bone Preservation 
Moderate The bone is present and survives to a reasonable state but may 

break with indelicate handling 
 

Basic Human Skeleton Age Group 
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Adult Mature frame, eruption of all permanent molars, fully fused 
epiphyses and skull sutures, and dental wear likely. 

 

7 Skeletal Divisions with Bones Present 
   
Skull  3 x cranium (partial)  3 
Left Arm  2 x metacarpals 

 Proximal phalange 
3 

Right Arm  Proximal phalanges 
 Intermediate phalanges 

2 

Torso  1 x rib (partial) 
 1 x left rib end  
 1 x right rib end 

3 
 

Left Leg  0 
Right Leg  2 x right metatarsal  2 
Other and 
indeterminate 

 0 

Total  13 
 

 

(Fig 46 – cranial fragments, Individual 4) 



 

  
St James the Great, East Malling Kent          
Pre-determination Evaluation                             
Report reference: DAS#-21                                       
© Darnley Archaeological Services 

62 

 

 

(Fig 47 – metatarsal, Individual 4) 

Assessment of Test Pit 5 

Test pit 5 demonstrates remains from a minimum of four individuals.  Disarticulated remains of 
one adult, one child and two neo-natal were found at a depth from c. 200mm to 500mm in 
(5002) (subsoil), all of whom were subject to imprecise dumping of their remains.  All individuals 
were probably disturbed for their original burial site elsewhere in the Church graveyard. Their 
disarticulated remains were redeposited to their present location as part of a ground-raising 
process.  

A total of 44 bones were recovered from test pit 5 and categorized as follows: 

Individual Bone Count Burial Type 
Neo-natal (1) 3 Dumped Remains 
Neo-natal (2)  8 Dumped Remains 
Juvenile (3) 9 Dumped Remains 
Adult (4) 13 Dumped Remains 
Unidentified (5002) 11 Dumped Remains  
Total 44  

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

  
St James the Great, East Malling Kent          
Pre-determination Evaluation                             
Report reference: DAS#-21                                       
© Darnley Archaeological Services 

63 

 

Test Pit 6 
 
Test pit 6 represent the most south of the excavations.  Test pit 6 demonstrates several dumped 
disarticulated remains present at a depth likely to be disturbed/destroyed by the proposed 
development. 
 

7.13. Context (6001), 120-200mm of friable mid-brown sandy topsoil sits above (6003), a friable 
grey/purple discreet ash layer; sealed by (6001) and deposited into 6003 as a discrete spread in 
SW corner of Test Pit 6.  (6001) & (6003) sit above 200mm + of (6002), a soft mid/light brown 
sandy, silty clay in which the disarticulated remains of Individuals 5 & 6 were found at a depths 
of c.200-400mm.  
 

 
(Fig 48 – 1:10 section of test pit 6) 
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(Fig 49 – image of test pit 6) 

 

Test Pit 6 - Osteological Analysis 

A total of 144 bones were recovered from test pit 6: context 6002 (subsoil), this context likely 
forming part of dumped remains composed of redeposited burial material.   

Preservation 

The preservation of the skeletal remains in Test Pit 6 was generally moderate. A large part of 
the damage suffered by these skeletons was probably due to the combination of their removal 
and reburial and subsequent root penetration encountered at a shallow depth of the 
redeposited soils of context (6002).  

Completeness 

Only a small percentage of 0-20% (Very Poor) of two individuals were recovered from Test Pit 6.  
The disarticulated remains were likely disturbed for their original burial site elsewhere in the 
Church graveyard, collected and redeposited to their present location as part of a probable 
ground-raising process.  

Minimum Number of Individuals 

An analysis of the recovered long bones suggests test pit 5 contained a minimum number of two 
individuals (MNI).   
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Assessment of Age 

A more detailed investigation confirms two partially complete individuals are present: one adult 
and one juvenile. However, 86 pieces of unidentified bone (primarily fragmentary) were also 
recovered, implying there may be more than two individuals present, but this is impossible to 
confirm given the preservation and condition of these bones. Individual 5 has a proximal end of 
a right tibia, the epiphysis of which is fully fused, and a lumbar vertebra shows onset on 
advanced osteoarthritis. Both indicate that Individual 5 is an adult.  Individual 6 shows the 
proximal end of the left femur with detached femur head – complete ossification of epiphysis 
yet to occur, suggesting an age of young teen juvenile (12-16 years), and right mandible 
contains 1 x first molar and 1 x second premolar, suggesting an age of (12-14 years). 

Human Skeleton Analysis – Individual 5  

Location – Context (6002) 
Burial Type 
Dumped 
Remains 

Imprecisely deposited remains  

Body Position 
Other The position should be described and discussed in the report.  
Bone Preservation 
Moderate The bone is present and survives to a reasonable state but may 

break with indelicate handling 
 

Basic Human Skeleton Age Group 
Adult Mature frame, eruption of all permanent molars, fully fused 

epiphyses and skull sutures, and dental wear likely. 
 

7 Skeletal Divisions with Bones Present 
   
Skull  1 x left zygomatic (partial)  

 3 x cranium fragments  
 1 x maxilla  
 2 x temporal fragments 
 2 x first incisor 
 1 x canine 

10 

Left Arm  1 x metacarpal (partial) 
 1 x proximal phalanges 

2 

Right Arm  1 x proximal end right ulna 
 2 x intermediate phalanges 
 1 x metacarpal (partial) 

2 

Torso  3 x lumbar vertebrae  
 1 x thoracic vertebrae 
 2 x right rib ends (partial) 
 2 x right ribs (partial) 
 2 x left ribs (partial) 

10 
 

Left Leg  0 
Right Leg  Proximal end right tibia (partial)  4 
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 2 x metatarsals 
 1 x proximal phalanges 

Other   0 
Total  28 

 

 

(Fig 50 –partial lumbar vertebrae showing signs of osteoarthritis, Individual 5) 

Human Skeleton Analysis – Individual 6  

Burial Type 
Dumped 
Remains 

Imprecisely deposited remains  

Body Position 
Other The position should be described and discussed in the report.  
Bone Preservation 
Moderate The bone is present and survives to a reasonable state but may 

break with indelicate handling 
 

Basic Human Skeleton Age Group 
Juvenile  Immature frame, unfused or varyingly fused epiphyses and final 

molars still to erupt.  In young children milk teeth may be present, 
first and second molars may be evident. 

 

7 Skeletal Divisions with Bones Present 
   
Skull  8 x cranium fragments  

 1 x maxilla containing 2 x incisor teeth (little wear) 
14 
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 1 x right mandible (partial) containing 1 x first molar and 1 x 
second premolar 

Left Arm  1 x coracoid process left scapula  1 
Right Arm  2 x distal phalanges 

 1 x proximal phalanges 
 1 x metacarpal (partial) 

4 

Torso  1 x lumbar vertebrae  
 3 x thoracic vertebrae 
 1 x right rib ends (partial) 
 4 x right ribs (partial) 
 1 x left ribs (partial) 
 4 x right ribs (partial) 
 1 x acetabular fossa of right os coxae 

15 
 

Left Leg  1 x proximal end of femur 
 Head of femur (partial) 

1 

Right Leg  Right tibia (partial)  
 1 x fibula shaft 

2 

Other   0 
Total  37 

 

 

(Fig 51 –Proximal end of the left femur with detached femur head – complete ossification of epiphysis yet to 
occur, suggesting an age of young teen juvenile, Individual 6) 
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(Fig 52 –mandible containing 1 x first molar and 1 x second premolar, Individual 6) 

Assessment of Test Pit 6 

Test pit 3 demonstrates disarticulated remains from a minimum of two individuals, found at a 
depth of c.150mm to 350mm, both of whom were subject to imprecise dumping of their 
remains.  These individuals were probably disturbed for their original burial site elsewhere in 
the Church graveyard and redeposited (accidentally?) to their present location as part of a 
ground-raising process. 

A total of 144 bones were recovered from test pit 5 and categorized as follows: 

Individual Bone Count Burial Type 
Adult (5) 39 Dumped Remains 
Juvenile (6) 20 Dumped Remains 
Unidentified (6002) 85 (including fragments) Dumped Remains  
Total 144  

 

7.14. Osteological Conclusion 

Throughout the Pre-Evaluation process, 588 human bones and teeth were recovered from four 
Test Pits.  The 588 human bones and teeth represent a minimum number of fourteen 
individuals.  The majority (eleven) were subjected to imprecise dumping of their remains at a 
depth ranging from c.100-400mm below the current ground level.  These individuals were 
probably disturbed for their original burial site elsewhere in the Church graveyard. Their 
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disarticulated remains were redeposited to their present location as part of a ground-raising 
process to accommodate additional burial capacity in the church grounds. 

At deeper levels, structured burials were discovered: 

 Individual 7 represents an in-situ articulated burial (supine & probably shrouded) found 
in Test Pit 3 at a depth of c.600mm below current ground level.  The bones recovered 
from the excavation process are anatomically linked with the bones remaining in 
Sections 1 & 2; 
    

 The disarticulated remains of Individuals 10 & 11 were found in Test Pit 4 at a depth of 
c.400mm below current ground level.  The bones recovered from the excavation 
process suggest the remains of both individuals were deliberately collected from their 
original burial site elsewhere in the Church graveyard and deliberately re-buried in a 
charnel pit [4005].  Several disarticulate bones from both individuals remain in [4005]. 
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8. FINDS SUMMARY 
 

8.1. A range of finds were recovered from the four test pits that help construct a narrative that helps 
understand the site.  It is understood that a Roman building existed nearby. Small quantities of 
ceramic building material (presumably from the aforementioned settlement) are residual in 
both the church building fabric and the surrounding soils.  Evidence for periodic adaptations to 
the church, likely from c.1300 to 1900 AD, is evident in the soils as a range of discarded building 
materials (stone, brick, tiles fragments, etc.).  
 

8.2. In addition to the evidence of a structural/physical past, there is evidence for much ‘human’ 
activity with the church and its surroundings.  Pottery provides evidence of activity from the 
Roman, into the medieval period, and latterly the post-medieval period. A significant amount of 
clay pipe has been recovered, assumed to have been discarded by artisans, grave-diggers, etc., 
over the past two hundred years.  A substantial number of iron nails were recovered, 
presumably coffin nails alongside a few items of coffin furniture. 

 
8.3. A key archaeological point to highlight is that many of the finds recovered do not adhere to a 

traditional stratigraphic sequence one would associate with the periodic build-up of material.  
Previously acknowledged reporting indicates the site ground consists of imported and/or 
redistributed soils to a depth of c.2.7m. The excavation process confirms this with various multi-
period artefacts being recovered from the same context.      

 
8.4. Pottery  

 
An assemblage of Clay pipe stems & bowls small assemblage of Roman to Post Medieval pottery 
indicate site activity from c.250 AD to the present day.  The presence of Medieval pottery in 
topsoil (3001) and subsoil (5002) and Roman pottery in subsoil (5002) indicates the extent to 
which the site soils have been landscaped within the churchyard.  

 
The presence of medieval pottery in the same contexts of some human remains may tentatively 
date those individuals to the Medieval period. Still, given the amount of landscaping the 
churchyard has undergone, this assertion must remain a cautious one. 

Pottery 
Context No of 

sherds 
Date range Description 

3001 1 1050-1225 AD NW Kent Shell Tempered (see #7) 
3002 1 1850-1900 AD  Blue & White 
3003 1 1750-1850 AD Kentish Red Earthenware 
4002 5 1225 – 1900 AD Dartford ‘rilled’ ware (see #8) 

Blue & white 
4003 5 1800 – 1900 AD Salt-glazed earthenware 

Blue & white 
4004 1 1800 – 1900 AD Stoneware vase/pot 
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5002  6 250 AD to 1225 – 
1900 AD 

2 x Dartford rilled ware 
Creamware 
Possible Roman grey ware (see #9) 

6002 1 1800 – 1900 AD Blue & white 
 

Clay Pipe 
Context No of 

items 
Date range Description 

3003 2 1800-1900 AD Bowl & stem 
Stem 

4002 5 1800-1900 AD Bowl 
2 x stems (see #10) 

4003 1 1800-1900 AD Stem 
5002 14 1800 – 1900 AD Bowl 

13 x stems 
6002 1 1800 – 1900 AD Stem 

 
8.5. Glass 

 
An assemblage of glass is likely indicative of church use.  Several gilt painted shards of bottle 
glass were found, which may have been used for communion wine.  A large quantity of window 
glass was located in Test Pit 6 and believed to be a dump of unwanted material. 

Context No of 
shards 

Date range Description 

3002 1 1750-1900 AD Gilt painted glass (wine bottle) (see #11) 
4002 1 1750-1900 AD Glass 
5002 5 1750-1900 AD 3 x gilt painted glass (wine bottle) 
6002 Approx. 

1kg 
1750-1900 AD Broken window glass 

 
8.6. Animal Bone 

 
A small assemblage of animal bone was found across the site. 

Context No of 
items 

Date range Description 

3003 2 n/a Cow molar 
Butchered bone 

5002 5 n/a Various animal bone 
6002 2 n/a Animal horn 

Small horse incisor 
 

8.7. Ceramic Building Material (CBM) 
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An assemblage of (CBM) provides a valuable indication of using and re-using earlier (Roman) 
architectural materials and the possible use of materials used during the medieval period.   

 
The presence of these multi-period materials in the same contexts of some human remains may 
tentatively date those individuals to the Medieval period, but much like the pottery evidence 
illustrates, the amount of landscaping of the churchyard has undergone, this assertion must 
remain a cautious one. 

Context No of 
items 

Date range Description 

3003 1 Medieval Glazed floor tile (see #12) 
3002 1 1300-1500 AD Glazed roof tile2 (see #14) 
4002 1 Roman Re-used tegula fragment with mortar on each (see 

#13) 
5002 1 1300-1600 AD Medieval floor tile 
5002 1 Roman Box flue tile (see #15) 
6002 2 1300-1600 AD 2 x Medieval floor tile 

 
8.8. Metal 

 
An assemblage of metallic items provides evidence of church activity; the amount of FE nails 
and brackets may relate to disturbed coffin furniture. 

Context No of 
items 

Date range Description 

3001 1 1750-1900 AD Horseshoe (partial) 
4001 1 1750-1900 AD Pocket watch chain 
4002 4 1750-1900 AD Fe Nails  
4003 1 1750-1900 AD Fe Nails 
4004 1 1750-1900 AD Fe Coffin bracket 
5002 2  Fe knife blade 

Horseshoe (partial) 
6001 7  Fe Nails 
6002  4  Fe Nails 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 (3003) is a secure and sealed context containing the burial of Individual 7 – the presence of a glazed peg tile 
fragment contained within the soils surrounding the burial suggest a burial date c. 1200 – 1500 AD 
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9. DISCUSSION  
 

9.1. It is considered that the test pits have identified a representative sample of the type, character, 
date and survival of archaeological features, deposits and human remains that exist within site.  
Generally, the standard test pit excavation techniques of digging, recording and artefact 
collection were effective with critical data obtained.  Weather and ground conditions were good 
for hand excavation. 
 
Human Remains – Evidence 
 

9.2. The evaluation recovered a total of 588 human bones and teeth.  A minimum of fourteen 
individuals were encountered in the four test pits. In-situ burials were present in two 
configurations: one shroud, supine burial, east-west at a depth of c.0.6m in test pit 3, and a 
discrete deposit of the disarticulated remains of two individuals in a charnel pit at a depth of 
c.0.6m in test pit 4. The disarticulated remains of a further eleven individuals at various depths 
were recovered across all four test pits.   
 

9.3. Fifty-seven per cent of the bones recovered remain unidentified due to their condition and 
deterioration from earlier disturbance and subsequent imprecise dumping within the site area.  
Although a minimum of fourteen individuals have been identified via long bone analysis, it should 
be assumed that the actual number of individuals encountered during the excavation process is 
higher than fourteen. 

 
Finds – Evidence 

 
9.4. A variety of finds were discovered, providing an insight into the church's life and those who 

worked in and around the site.  Finds were found alongside human remains within all four test 
pits.  However, given the redeposited nature of much of the human remains, it is highly likely 
many of these artefacts were also redeposited alongside the human remains, given the amount 
of imported and/or redistributed soils encountered. 
 

9.5.    A key archaeological point to highlight is that many of the finds recovered do not adhere to a 
traditional stratigraphic sequence one would associate with the periodic build-up of material.  
Therefore, diagnostic finds such as potsherds have not been able to date much of the human 
remains encountered at the upper stratigraphic levels of the test pits.   

 
9.6. One exception to the lack of stratigraphic integrity is context (3003) in test pit 3.  (3003) is a 

secure and sealed context containing the in-situ burial of Individual 7.  Moreover, the presence of 
a glazed peg tile fragment contained within the soils surrounding the burial is both fortunate and 
intriguing; it is well known that a glaze of lead ore was applied to roof tile from the 12th to the 16th 
centuries, a skill that largely disappeared with the dissolution of the monasteries and was not 
revived until the Victorian era.  Therefore, it can be suggested that a potential burial date for 
Individual 7 can be estimated at c.1500 to 1600 AD or c.1850 to 1900 AD.  Given the relative 
depth of the burial, the large ragstone blocks/pieces used to line the grave, and the lack of any 
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surviving Victorian burial paraphernalia, this report tentatively sides with a burial date of c.1500 – 
1600 AD. 
 

 
10. CONCLUSION  

 

10.1. The archaeological pre-determination investigations have identified an archaeological resource 
(in-situ burials) present on the site.   
 

10.2. The pre-determination evaluation has gained necessary information about the presence, extent, 
date and integrity of preservation of the archaeological features within the site.    
 

10.3. The archaeological investigations identified an in-situ and intact supine shroud burial in test pit 3, 
tentatively dated to c.1500 – 1600 AD, at a depth of c.0.6m below the existing ground surface.  
The burial appears undisturbed by later activity (churchyard landscaping) of post-medieval date.   
 

10.4. A further charnel burial containing the disarticulated remains of two individuals at a depth of 
c.0.6m below the ground surface was identified in test pit 4.  This burial also appears undisturbed 
by later activity (churchyard landscaping) of post-medieval date.   

 
10.5. The disarticulated and partial remains of eleven other individuals were excavated from all four 

test pits, all of whom were probably disturbed for their original burial site elsewhere in the 
Church graveyard. Their disarticulated remains were redeposited to their present location as part 
of a ground-raising process to accommodate additional burial capacity in the church grounds. 

 
10.6. The likelihood of further in-situ burials being present elsewhere within the site boundary at 

similar depths is considered high.  These burials will be at risk by the proposed piling techniques 
and excavation of services trenches without considering this archaeological resource.   

 
10.7. Any further damage or disturbance of in-situ burials can be satisfactorily mitigated through an 

agreed programme of archaeological works involving the Diocese, contractors and KCC, that 
permits the proposed development to take place, whilst recording and removing (for reburial) 
any further human remains, be they dumped disarticulated remains or in-situ burials.   

 
10.8. It is recommended that the site be stripped by machine to the maximum depth required by the 

contractors to support the development under an agreed archaeological condition. There is 
unlikely to be archaeology relating to built features in the imported made-ground. However, all 
human remains would be lifted as they are encountered, and stratigraphy recorded to determine 
the phasing of any deposits on the site. 
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Appendix A – Site Images 
 

 

 

 
# 1 – Site pre-excavation 
looking east 

 

 

 
#2 – Top of (3002) looking 
east 

 

 

 
#3 – Top of (5002) looking 
north 
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# 4 – Test pit 3 looking 
south east 

 

 
 

 
#5 – Test pit 3 looking 
south at the in-situ burial 
of Individual 7 

 

 
 

 
#6 – Test pit 3 looking 
southeast 
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Appendix B – Site Finds 
 

 

 

 
#7 - NW Kent Shell 
Tempered Ware (c.1050-
1225 AD) 

 

 

 
#8 – Dartford Rilled Ware 
(c.1225 – 1400 AD) 

 

 
#9 – Roman Grey ware 
(c.43 – 450 AD) 
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#10 – Clay pipe bowl and 
stems (c.18000-1900 AD) 

 

 

 
#11 – Gilt painted wine 
bottle (c.1750 – 1850 AD) 

 

 

 
#12 – Glazed floor tile 
(c.1250 – 1550 AD) 
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#13 – Re-used tegula 
fragment with mortar on each 
lay pipe bowl and stems 
(c.43 – 450 AD) 

 

 

 
#14 – Glazed roof tile 
(c.1300 – 1600 AD) 

 

 

 
#15 – Roman box-flue tile 
(c.43 – 450 AD) 
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Appendix C – Context Register, Licence for Removal of Human Remains & Site Maps 
 

Context Type Trench Description Depth 
3001 Layer 3 Friable topsoil – Mid brown sandy topsoil 150-300mm 
3002 Layer 3 Friable demolition/construction dump – Light 

brown sandy clay; numerous inclusions including 
yellow sand, small pieces of building rubble (stone, 
brick, tile) implying made ground. 

50-150mm 

3003 Layer 3 Soft grey silty sand 0-120mm 
3004 Layer 3 Soft mid-brown sandy, silty clay; numerous 

inclusions including grave (no visible cut) 
containing human bone, several large stones 
(ragstone) which may line the grave 

400mm + 

4001 Layer  4 Topsoil – Friable Mid brown sandy topsoil 150-250mm 
4002 Layer 4 Soft mid/light brown sandy silty clay; dump layer 

sealing burial deposit [4005] and earlier layer 
(4003) 

300-500mm + 

4003 Layer 4 Compact yellow/brown silty clay 0-100mm+ 
4004 Fill 4 Loose dark brown sandy, silty clay; fill associated 

with cut [4005] and the subsequent deposition of 
human remains – probably from a single individual. 

0-50mm+ 

4005 Cut 4 A circular cut of undetermined depth containing 
deposition of human remains – probably from a 
single individual. 

400mm 
diameter 

5001 Layer 5 Friable topsoil – Mid brown sandy topsoil 200-400mm 
5002 Layer 5 Soft mid-brown sandy, silty clay; numerous 

inclusions including artefacts of different periods 
implying made group. 

300mm + 

6001 Layer 6 Friable topsoil – Mid brown sandy topsoil 120-200mm 
6002 Layer 6 Soft mid-brown sandy, silty clay; numerous 

inclusions including artefacts of different periods 
implying made group. 

200mm + 

6003 Layer 6 Friable grey/purple discreet ash layer; sealed by 
topsoil and deposited into 6002 as a discrete 
spread in SW corner of Trench 6  

 

 
(SJEM21-EV Context Register) 
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(SJEM21-EV - Burial Licence 21-0227) 
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(Borehole Section Report, Source: Ground and Environmental Resources Ltd, 2020, Report on Ground 

Investigations on behalf of St James Church) 
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(Proposed Pile Plan, source: Thomas Ford & Partners Chartered Architects & Surveyors Ltd, 2020) 


